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NOTE 

• o 

> 

TftK edition of Dr. Bu*sch<f^work which v.se 

•» 8 ' . 
pu])lish to-day has beeii tran.slated from the, original 

GJerman . text *in posse^^tio’A of "the. publishers. " 

'ew'^assage.s..~have, however,* been . omiEed as ■■ de?, 

amatory, or otherwise unsuftable for publication. Dr. 

*V> ^ ^ . 

3usgh "Contemplated incorporating bodily in, t|^e first 
volume a reproduction of ]ris earlier work : Prince 
Silfhiarck 'idnd his l^eople ftwrmg tJie Frdinqp-Gemutn 
-Vav, but whfle the many valuable ’additions* which 
le mtide to it have Blln preserved, such portions as 
/ould no longer ifa^^^joresented.,any special interest 




tEn^ish readers have^^een con.siderably abridged. 




PREFACE 

The work whidh I» no\Y ® psescnt^ to tne Gertoan 
peopk? dontairjs a complete ^ account of,t«ii the events of 
which I was a witness duiing my ’intercourse of over ^ 
twenty years with Prince J?,isn)jarck ami his entourage. 
Pa!rt^of it is not entirely diew, .as I have embodied, in it 
portions" of the book published by me ii# 1.87S, under 
the title : P-rinc&<BLniarck and his People during the ' 
Franco-Gei'man.War. *■ I have, however, restored the 

) V 

iwrmerous passages whkh -it ]f{is then deemed expedient 
to omit, and -d have also dispensed with ^ thp many 
modifications by fvhiq^^'ipat that time, certain asperities 
of language had toned down. The bulk of the 

^ri^ent ^ork /lonsists a detailed narrative of the 
wljole periodt of my intercourse wich ^he I^ince both 
•before and-vfter the French campaign. I collected and 
noted down all the^er^ particulars respecting^ Prince 
Bismarck and diis imm jiiate ^r^porters and ^assistants, 
in the first place for a^y^own pse, and^ secondly as a 
contribution to. fhe ®^harveter an(f history of the 
J^olit^l Regene^tor Germany. The sole object of 

* Strictly speakii^^ olnvcxtc^mpietfl, as some passages most still be 
omitted for thejpif^nt. 
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the diary /(phich forms the^asis •£ work was 

serv^ a^ a f^ord of the Vbole trutn so far ’as Fhad 
been able to a^ert^in ib*,wiyi my,own'•gy5s and ears. 
Any other object w%,^out ^ the questi<^p,, as it wgs 
impossible t^at* I could * desire tp dec^ve Ayself. 
Subseque^ntly, when I ‘thought rs>f publi^ing qjy. notes, 
4* was,,^}iy conscious of • my responsibility towards 
history, ttye interests off whrch 'could not be prqfnoted 
by«ma&c-rlLd"idI..'fhad be^ui coloured on garbled for‘party 
purposed. ^ I \\ i'=ihed neither to be an eulog^t nor a^e'nsor. 
T*o my mind, panegyric v^ras superduous, and fault- 
findiiTg was for me an imj)o^sihility. A tendency to 
•the sensatiorial is foreigi:^ t<? it\y nattee, and I leawT-the 
pleasure to be derived fron:^ grand Vipecta^ular •shows to 
lovers of thg theatre. I desired* to,^j:ecord tlie mental 

t c • • , . 

and otkeV characteristics vtkiclt oitt first Chancellor* pre¬ 
sented to rtie* under sucb a«itl such circithisf^ances, thus 
helping to-consplejter and at times to rectify, ^he concep- 
tion of his whole nature that .has Ceen formed in the 
public mind from his political iictivity. The profound 
reverence which I feel for the^enius of the.hero, and 


my^^ patriotic gratitude for hii 
deterred me from commun:^ 
which will be displeasing to m 
ticulars', howfiver, are° part of 
the personality whom I am«de4 jribing. The gods alone 


achieveni^-hts, have ^a’ot 
ating nurberous detaibi 
^ny "persons. These par- 
\he historic character of 


{\ ° 

are fr5e friip errm-, pasSion^ and changes of, disposition. 
They alone have mo seamy sia ) and no contradictions. 
Even the sun and-^moon sho^,^ t ^ts abd blemishes, but 
liotwithst^nding thgse they rerqam maglAfipent celestial 




<St)8. Ttie pict^l^ pjoduce^ out of the i^t^ials which 
I ha^e hfere brought toge^hSr may present halrph and 
rough featuPes/ but it has hfircUy a single ignoble trait. 
-Its cruderiGsg only adds to its. truth to nature, its 
ifldi^ldualitj^, ahd jts clearness of outRtie., This figure' 
does np4 float Tn^ an eihereab atmosphere,® it is firmly 
rooted in eartb and breathes*of real life, yet it coijvey^ 
a sense of something superhuifJan. It must furtht;r- 
more be remembci'ed tflat piuny, of tli^ "bTtter^^efiTailcs, 
such as those ,made previous to Marclv’^ ib90,. were the 
result of temporary irritatiipn, whilh Others were per¬ 
fectly justified.. The strong self-confidence manifcste,il 
in s«!|^e of these utTeraTKi6s,‘Tiad the angr^ expression 
of that 'heed <for greater ppwer alid more lilierty of 
action, common to '-=111 men of genius and energetic 
character, arose from ' the, cc/nsciousness that, while he 


►aJ^ne knew the true ol)je<51^to*be pursued-and the 
fitting means foj: its 'achievement, hi.'? knhwji^lge coaid 
not be applied becail'sq^ie right of final decision, on all 


occasions belonged by>'<^reditary privilege to 'more or 
less mediocre and narrow minds. ’ 

will allow the iJl’ince himself fp ai^wpr- ^the 
lyfestion ^"to my aumority for communjeatigg to 
others without any fes^fVe all that I • ascertained during 
my intercourse with hii^. “ Onep I am efead you can 
tell everything you absolutely ev@rythiflg you 

know,” said Prince '’Bmfcarclg to” me in the course of a 
conversation I had witg him on the 2Tth of February, 
1879. I saw'ple^ly i3 th| way in which he looked at 
me that, in addition ti the permission I had, already 
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received cA previous occasions, he^ wi^^d that? I shoulcl 
then cpfiaMir myself entirely, free and expressly released 
frCrm certain former engaggments^ som^ of which had 
been assumed by m^sglf, while others had^been imposed 
upon me. then my knowledge 'ilici^Based cVing 

to his grow’iiig confidence in me^ while his authorisation 
‘^And ^e cl^sire that I should use what ^1 knew to the 
advantage of his memory remained undiminished. On 
th^OiisLbi'i.vrarc'k, 189,)., during,one of my last yisits to 
FriedricljsruK, Prince—apparently'.prompted by a 

notice which he had read i;,a the new'spapers—remai'ked, 
“ Little Busch (Biischlcln) yfiil one day, long-after my 
death, writ^ the secret ^iit^tory df our time fi'oyi the 
"best sOurje^of infdrlnatioi^.” I afiswerejJ “ Y(!8, Prince ; 
but it will Qot be a history, properly speaking, as I am 
not capable of that. Nor \vilL it be long after your 
death—which we natura.b^ pray to be deferred as long 
ai^. possible—^but. On the contrary very soon after. 


wnthopt any delay. .,In these ,gpivupt times, the truth 
cannotobe known too .soon.” The Prince made no 
answer, - but I und.erstood j nis silence tjo indicate 
approval. .Finally, in the ^receding year he ^ iiad 
affirmed the absolutely unre; tricted character of my 
authority. On the 15th°of ^^atch, 1890,' when the 
measures for his dismissal wer .already in progress, and 
he . hienseif •was engaged ‘ in packing up a variety oi 
papers preparatory tc? his jouj^ey^(a work in which I 
was allowed to assist him), he^^ed me to copy a!number 
of important documents for liim ^d to’ retain the 
origina^ and cop^^ in my posajsssioh. his remsurking 
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that I cSuld gfl^thfee, doQjaments copi^, t called his 
attention to the met that a s’tranger might*betray^heij 
contents to third parties^^* lie i:eplled, “ Oh, I am^*hot 
•afraid of ttftit ! He can if he likes*! I have no secrets 
%md^g8t th^m-i^abeolutely none.” Tiffit %tateijient, “T* 
have no. secrets/* gave^^m^ liberty, lea^ for a later 
tim^, to puWish those State papers the (intents &f 
whicli-I had hitherto Kepf seci^t, as he must unc^tfes- 
tionaVUy have known .bett^i' tlmn I ^f^'Vhe^re^ oY' the 
world*who may have*held other views on the subject. 

So far respecting the /essentiaf^point. That he 

whom I honour as the hrst, of men •sanctioned my 

undwtaking i.s entirely sidticuAt for me. J do not ask 

whether others giv^ it tli^ir bfessing. • The great 

majority of tljo^sc*'referred to have fynce departed from 

this life and taken their places in the domain of history, 

.• *■ * • 

■^wiiere theVilatm for iiidulg6<|^ tfeatment is longer 

valid. Those ^ho *are still with* ire mky, Believe *me 

wheij I assure them* tl|^t in now publishing these page.s 

I‘have no thought of <Musing them pain or of* injuring 

them bi any^ way. I simply consider that I'•am not at 

uKrty to preserve sileiAe oi^ those ihatters \^hi(;h miay 

j^ove unylfeasant to tmem in view both qf my own 

duty to tell the whole*.‘^uth, and of the desire expressed 

by the Chancellor (to .'S'hom I stUl feel myself bound in 

obedience) that nothing^ should be coficealed. * ,The 

diplomatic ■ world,* in particular, *mu8t be» represented 

here as it really is. M that respect’this book may be 

described as’a^m^or »r diplomatists!! 

I must le&ve the r|ader to form‘his own -opinioi^ as 
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to my capficit^ for observation ti/ tdiscovery of the 
fru^. . ‘ I may, however, be allowed to say that se*v^a] 
lodg journeys in Am erica aEb^ the oEast, a lengthy tour 
in Schleswig-Holsteui. during the Danisl^ 'b^ile, under- 
"^aken f(jr th^ ]Phrpose of reconnoitring tliat coulitry, 

♦ o * 

and a period of rather confiel^ential intercourse .with the 
'AugustenKurg Court at Ki6l were calculated to sharpen 
my wits. ■ A mission Adiich I filled at Hanover during 
the year oi tranBitiony^aiKl,,,above ail, my position in 
the Foreign Offlce^in Scrlin and the intimate relations 
in which I stood towards its Chief during the war with 
France, togetlmr with the r<jncwal of that intercourse 
from 1877 oaiwards, gavfe m<f* exeeptional opportu; lities 
*of developing both my rpemory' and pawer of obser¬ 
vation.. Fcr several years 1 was- iji,cquainted with 
everything that went on iii tire Central Bureau of the 
Germap Foreign Office, a^d later„ in additiorr to whatel 
asisertaim^l, through the confidence of the Prince, I 
obtained not a little dnformatitet from Lothar Bucher 
which remained a secret, not opty for private persons, 
but of?ett for high officials of tl^ Ministry. " 

'Tlje ^iary _^on ' which my vmrk is based, and w^'icli 
is often reproduced literally, mves the truest possible 
account of the events and ejfofessions which I have 
personally seen and hpard in thvprescnoe anddmmediate 
viejnity of'the Prince. latter is everywhere the 

leading figure around whiijh all/^^e‘^others are grouped. 
The task I set niyself, as a closa bbserver and chronicler 
who conscientiously sifted h^ frets, y^s ^ give a true 
account .of what I-hed been con^nissionedoto do as the 
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-rtSnce’s .SecretaM conaection with preae matters, 
and flt> describe he and* hi^ entour^«P' coftduffbed 

themselves during the can^a^n in ’France,' how he 
lived and \»orked, the oj^ions he expressed at ihe 
dinn^ and tto Jable, and on ftther occasions, respecting""^ 
persons and things of timt timg, A^hat he rejatcd of his 
past experiences, and finally,, after our return from the* 
great war, what I ascertained respecting the pj'Ogress <of 
diplotftg.tic negotiations from ihe despotehVs ^^hinh ware 
then exchanged’and of which I w^s at liberty to make 
use either immedijitely or et a latdf • period. I waJ 

assisted in the fulfilment‘©f this task by jny faculty of 
con<>rt^tration, which*my revefre^icc for theJ Prince and 
the practkie which I ’had in the coiifse of^m^ official* 
duties rendered ^I'adually more intense^ and by a 
memor/ which althougli rfpt naturally above the aa^erage 
wtjjg also developed by cotvstenta exercise to, such a 
degree thatfin a short time it enabled, me»to gretaii/ ,^11 
the main points of* len^explanatiyns and stories^ both 
serious and humorous, from ’ the Chancellor’s lips 
almost literally, until tocIi time’*as I coulcL cemmit 
ttruirf to paper—that is to say, unless anything special 
,inj^vened, a.niishap whi^h I was usually’able to avert. 
The partictijars* hertf given ’ were accordingly, ’almost 
without exceptmn, written down \fithin ait hour after 
'the conversations therein referred to oc<iurt*e3« .For 
the'#ost part they wera jotted d<Wn hmm^iately on 
small islips of paper, c^y ^e point* and principal 
calchwdrds being j^oted,»ut which made ^t easy’ how¬ 
ever, to compl^ the Arjifole entry lat§r on 
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This sharp ear and faithful rq^m^ry, joined witH'^'^ 
qui^ eye, «^od me jn good stead^in the -yeats of 
welcome servifie which undertook as a private indi¬ 
vidual for the Prinee. To <5iese and to the habit of 
■putting all thatol had exf»erienced, seeq, and heafrd m 
black on white withbuf delay, I owe the accurate 
•accounts of the memorable conversation of the 11th of 

r 

April, 1877, of the vi^it to -Varzin and the statements 
maSe by the OHa^cellor on that occasion, as welt as the 
long list *of detailed, reports of pregnant and charae- 
tferistfc conversations thatt I had with him from the 

9 

year 1878 up„ to 1890^ in^ the palace and garden at 
Berlin when; af times of trisis or '^^snder other circUm- 

c. c \ 

istarfces, I was either invited bylthe Prince°or called 
on him without invitation for the" purpose of obtaining 
news for the Qrenzhoten oifc foreign newspapers. ’ I kept 
up the sanre habit of p.omm’tting everytlfing .of moment 
to baper cdu'tkig nij various visits of shortef or longer 
duration between the years l^^Scand 1889 tO'Fried- 
richsrul\, where in th6 year last mentioned t was 
engaged . for several ""weeks iii^^arranging the Prince’s 
private letters and other documents. This custom'^l«t> 
served me welf in that ever memorable week in Marvh, 
1890, when I spent some k)f the dark^t d^s of that; 
period in the Prince’s immediate vicinity, nor did it 
fail tne,,’v5'hen<I again greeted him in the Sachsenwald in 
1891 tmd 1893, andoVas able ty convince myself that 
in the intervale his conSden^^ in me had as^ little 
dimini&hed asjiad my loyalty tljward^^hun. 

Whoever ia fapuliar with a^yle’in which the 
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ce was accus^^pie4 to eSi^ress his thoughts when in 
th6 c^tnpany of hra intimate ‘Associates wfflobe At fflnce 
impressed with the genuiyen^ess o|' the instructions, 
copversationb^ and aneccfetes communicated in ’the 
Mlo^ng pages:' Ife will find them aalmost without 
exceptiorl^ literally reproduced, In the anecdotes and 
stories, in particular, he will.nearly always observe the< 
characteristic ellipses, the unexpxsssed pre-suppositions, 
and tlT^ manner in. which tji« I^rince„?v5s apt to jump 
from point to ppint iii his narratives, reminding one of 
the style of the old, ballads. .> He will^lso at times note 
a humorous vein running'tl^rough the Prince’s remarks 
and'«»^equently becothe^ copeclous of’ a tlir^ad of semi- 
naiv% self*iron]^. Alf these features* were (!jiaracteriatic^ 
of the Chancellor’^ jntJnner of speaking. is therefore 
hardly necessary for me ' to ,jidd that my reports, with 
all. their roughness and st^ltr^ ruggedne^s, &pe photo¬ 
graphs thafhave not^ been reTOUched.. In dtkier words, 

I believe that I have ^t only bqen quick to observe, 
but I also feel that I have not intentionally ^omitted 
anything that was wort^ reproducing. I hava r/either 
bltu^ed any features nor brought others into too sharp 
,r^i^ef. I have put in no high lights, and above all I 
tAve added^nothing* of my own, nor tried to secure a 
place in history ^or my own wisdofn by palming it off 
as Bismarck’s. Any omissions that now ^emain^ (there 
can hardly be more timn a dote A in-' all pf any im- 
portaiffce) are indicatecMny dots or dashes. In cases 
where f ha'^e mot jfljuite Understood a apcAker, attention 
is called to th^?ac^. Sfould any cpptradictiop be dis- 
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covered between earlier ^%.nd l^tef'^statements'??^ 
meMorf mwsTnot he Jieki responsibw for them. * If 1 
ana blamed for the* fraginenjary character of my recital 
then all memoirs m\JBt be rejected. If I am reproached 
'-with not havingiproduced a work of art,-i believe I'have 
already mac^ it sufficiSntJy clejir that I = never intended 
•anything of the kind. I desired, on the contrary, so far 
as. it was^ in my powc^r, to- serve the truth, and that 
alone. Nevertheless, njy work may not only be utilised 
by histdrfans, but mey also possibly inspire a dramatist 
or a poet. Such a writer .^must, however, be no senti¬ 
mentalist, ando no idealist. It would be wise- for him 
and for others to let thetncjelvgs "he guided by isbme 

t ( . C, • . . ^ 1 

Counsels of experience whi^h will be usefpl as a warning 
against certt^in misunderstandingsd)Q_th as to the sources 

« * si -J , 

of myo information and tlie ,^degree of my credulity. 
These coiiilsels have alw^^j'^ Vjeen presefit t© my mind, 
al^iough^>perhaps, through a sense of politeimss towards 
the public, or even, it, may be, y real confidence in their 

^ o 

common, sense, I have rarely thought it necessary to call 
attention to the fact. This advice I propose, to repeat 
here in a general form and without any special applica- 
tion. In the fir.st place, then, there are, people wh,o 
sometimes really believe that they Tiave^^act.ually said Or 
done that wliich it was their duty to say or do in certain 
circumetarice®. Others, again, frequently leave their 
hearets to judge' whether their remarks are meant to be 
sarcastic or serious. Furthemrjre, inter pocula itnd in 
foraging for news, the mearfin|^ of -sf^ords mus^ not be 
taken in #iltogether too literal “sense, if one does not 
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to 5Qake a^ool.of hil^self. Altho^hH^Uth may 
be found, in the howl, it lismlly contains itiore’alcohol 
tian accuracy ; and ^ the s^ril^blers pf the press very 
often thoughtlessly acce^ app^afances for realities 
v^en" they ohm^-frora “ well-fnformed dirclgs.” Finally,*^ 
even those who wilfulW mislead serye the truth in 
so far as they enable the experienced to detect theif 
falsehood. ^ 

• * 4 . 

A'* good deal gf what *1* report ■ahd describe vdll 
appear to many^’persorts trivial and*external. ^ly view 
of the matter, however, is tWs. The trifles with which 
the prgetcrr does.not trouble Jiimgelf often ■•illustrate the, 
chai'afcer of a man’br ,his''t^nft^er tor the-, time being 
mor^ deafly thjn fine -fepeeche^ or great exploits. ’ Now 
and then very unimportant occurrenges and situations 
have be^n,- as' it were, t4ie .^park which lit up the’ mind 
and revealed a’whole train, o£ new and ^uitfuJ, ideas 

y ^ *T ♦ ' 

pregnant wmh great consequences, dil th>s gcStinecti^n 
I may recall the acciden^l, and apparently insignificant, 
origin of many epoch-making inventions and dis¬ 
coveries, suph as the fall of an apple from a tfee that ' 

m * 

gaveC^ewton the first impulse towards his theoT;y of 
(g^^tation, thy greatest discovery of the eighteenth 
century; the»8teftm from the boiling kettle which raised 
its lid and ultima^tely led to the transformation of the 
^orld by the locomotive ; the brilliant reflation ©f the 
sun on a tin vessel'’whjth transported” Jacxnb Boehme 
into a "transcendental v^on ; and the‘=’spot of grease 
upCn ou8r table-clolh at'fFerrides which > formed the 
VOL, I q 
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8tarting-p*in^ of one of prince, Bi^arck’s ^most re-"^ 
ma?kaWc* •onversatioas. • The morning hours "affect 
nervous ' constitiftwns (fiffe^ently to the evening, and 
changes of weather ^ depreil or raise th^ spirits ^of 
persons subject* to rheufhatism. Ind^eS: it must be 
remembered that leatn^d theories have been formed 
which, expressed in a plain and direct way, apiount 


roughly to this—that^a man is.w'hat he eats. However 
ojd that may k%nd, wfi reii^lly canngt say how far such 
ideas ate’wrong. Finally, it appears townie that every¬ 
thing is of intefest and should receive attention which 
has any relation to the.projnirient centi;al figure of the 
great movement which Weaulted‘dn the politiyfif re- 
geAeration 8f our country—to tl:5it powerful personality 
who, like the angel mentioned in'- th§ Scriptures, stirred 
the ^agnant pool, and gave health and' life 'after the 
lethargy "aAd deca^ o,f,,centuries. f followed the 
Chancellor's .oareer*with the eyes of a future generation. 
At great epochs trifles appear i|^m«dler than they actually 
are. Iji later decades "and cenj^uries the contrary is the 
case.' The great events of the past bulk still larger in 
men’s minds, whije things which were regarded as un- 
importa'ht befeome full of significance. It is then t,ff:en 
a matter for regret that if is impcfesible to /orm as clear 


and lifelike a pictftre of a personality or an event as 
ong cedlffwish for want of valuable material originally - 
cast^aside as of«no<^ceount. ^here was no eye to see 
and no hand io collect^ anefr^presefve those materials 
while it was^yeii time. ’WJic)j^^oul(^not»n6w bte glad to 
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(^^efoller detai^ re^ectiii^ Luther in the‘great days 
and "hours of hi^ife ? • . ♦ • • • 


In a humdred years the’jn^inory Prince' Bismarck 
will take a ♦^lace in the ^inds our people nex^ to 
khat’occupied by the Wittenberg docto*. ^The liberatoi'' 
oi' our political life fr§m depeiidence upon foreigners 
will ^tand by the side of the reformer who freed om^ 


consciences from the oppression ^f Rome—tlje founder 
of tBb«jGrerman State by t^e* skle of»hbm who crea1»ed 
German Chrisliianity.. Our Chancellor alreajdy holds 
this place in the hearts of •many of his countrymen ; 


his portrait acforns theit* \i'all^ and they inspire th^ 
grow|pg generatiorr* wjth«tlfe • reverence .which they 
thelfiselvfe fee^ Thefte willj^e follhwed by.tlje hiasses, 


and therefore I ima^ihe I may safely take, the risk of 
being told that I have gresterved, not only the*pearls, 
but also the shells in whiclij.kl'^y were found.' . 

Many of the ^Chancellor’s expref^sions resptKjting the 
French may be re^ardec^as unfair and even occasi,onally 
inhuman. It must not be forgotten, howe'wer, that 
ordinary \varfare is calculated to harden the rfeSlings,'* 
and ^at Gambetta’s suicidal campaign, conducted^ with 
a^the passionate ardour of his nature, tfie treacherous 
tactics of his 'francti^eurs, and the bestiality of his 


Turkos, was bouijd to raise a spirit^in our catnp in which 
leniency and consideration could have fto* partr. • ^Of 
course, in reproducing ^nd in fld^n^ oth^ an<f still 
more bitter instances of »his feeling, n<yw that all these 
tilings liave hsng^ago fasted away, there can be no 
intention to hurt anv bie’s feeling#.. They ai;e merely 
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vivid contributions to th^ history £of the ^ampaigny 

denoting th® momentary tfenjper of the Chancellors who 
were at that time ^orely^trjed and deeply ovounded by 
these and other incidtmts. 

I trust my lOasons for°including^a number of newa- 
paper articles wdl commend tli^mselves to the reader 
do so in the first place to show the gradual deyelop 
ment and change wl^jch certain political ideas ainder- 

o c 

went, and the -forms whiclj they assumed at ^various 
times. ' .Furthermore the greatej: part of them were 
directly inspired by Prince Bismar<?k, and some were 
§ven dictated «by him. By paeutioning tlic latter articles 
I hope to do the newspaper^ ii\ d^estion a pleas^te in 
'so Jar'as, they will now Jearn that they once had" the 
honour of baling .the most emiilervh statesman of the 
century as a contributor^. fAll'’ these articles ' furnish 
material dbr forming, anj.jCpinion upon the -journalistic' 
activity 'of the Prince, which hitherto only'Wagener of 
the ^7’euzzeitung, 2itelman, -^le- Princess amanuensis 
during the years he spent as i^-pabassador at Frankfurt, 
and Lothar Bucher were in a position to do. On the 
22nd of January, d871, the Chancellor himself remsitked, 
referring .to the importance of the press for histori^^s o 
“ One learns more from the 'newspapers, than from 
official despatches, ah, of course. Governments use the 
press'in ofd^r frequently to say more clearly what they 
really meap. One mtist^howeyer," know all about the 
connections of the diflerent timers.’’ This knCAvledge 
will in great part be found In khe pi^sent work.' 

The. reason for ,reproducing) certain portions of my 
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^pPe^ous yriting^^ t^is bo«Ji is that they ar^ essential 
for tie purpo^je of complptrng .the character *porfi‘ait 
given in the*diary. Withoht them it would be" deficient 
in some parte, and unintelligible in‘others. The repro¬ 
ductions referred to are in almost eveay instance con- ■ 

siderably altered and ^upplejndhted with additional 

♦ • • 

matter, and they now occupy a more suitable position* 
in the.work than before.. • ^ . 

MO^UTZ BUSCH.% 


Lkipzio, July 30, 1898. 
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•BISIS^ARCK 

liOME SECRET PACES OF \lIS Hlj^TORY 
CIIAPTIjJR I 

A 

• • «* 

f APPOINCMENT'AS AN OFFICIAL WT THE FOREIGN OFFICE;, 

• ^ A , 

AWD MA' FIRST AUWEN^E \V*ITH BISMABCK-WORK 

Xnd 0*BSER4^ATI0N»’ up TQ, the crUTBREAg; OF’ THE 

WAR WITH FRANCE 

' • * " 

On February l.^t, 1870, \rhire living in X^eipzi^ and 
engaged in ll^ertH'y work,d received—quite unexpectedly 
—from Dr. Metzl^jr, ^^cretary in the ‘ Foreign ^Office q £ 
the North German Confederation, who was at that time 
occupied principally with press matters and witlj^whom 
I had been ,in communicOTion since* 1807, a sho^t note 
requesflhg me *to come to Berlin in order to have a talk 
with him. On my arrival I ascertained, «to great 
sq^rise, that flr^^Me^ler had ^recommended me da Herr 
von Keudell,’Councillor of Embassy, who was then in 
(lliarge of personal and finance meters in the Foreign 
Oflice, for a confidential position under th^ Chan«eUor 
of the Confederatiorq wMcfi he, '^VTetzl^ himself, fiiad 
previously held, and in \®ieh *my chief duty would be 
to «arry ©ut ’the instructi]^^ of the Chancellor in press 
matters. I was to be in.ipim'fediate communication with 
the Chancellor.'’ My J)Osition for thd time beings would 
.VOL. I • B . 




be wliatowas called “diatarisch,” that is to §ay 

9 laim «lo a pension^and 'Tvithc(-at a title. J''urtlier 
details were tQ be arranged with Herr von Keudell on 
his return from his hobeysaj^oon. o For the moment I was 
only required to “declare'my readiness, ip generah'to 
accept the qffe?* and later on I was tp formulate my wishes 
and lay them in writing befoue Herr von Keudell. 

This I did in a letter.(fated February 4th, in lyhich I 
^emphasised as the most important condition that I should 
be entirely independent of the Literary or Press Bureau, 
and that if my capacity for the-position should not prove 
equal to the expectations formed of it I should not be 
appointed an official in that department. On February 
19 th I heard from Metzles that my conditions had been 
in the main agre&l to,® rSuFth^t no objections hfSd been 
rffised with regard to that respeelihg the jliiteiary Bureau. 
I was to discuss the furtfier arrangements with Keudell 
himself, and to bo prepared to enter upon my. duties at 
once. On February 21st J ‘had a satisfactory interview 
with.'the fatter, in^the^colirse of which we came to an 
understanding as to terms. On tbe 23rd I was informed 
by Jieudell that the Chancellor had agreed to my 
conditions, and that hfe had arranged for me to call upon 
Bismarck on the following oveb'ing. Next day I took the 
official oath, and on the same evening, shortly, after 
8 o’clock,! found myself in the presence of the Chancellor, 
whom I had only seen ats, dir.tanfje on^.e before, namOy, 
from the Press Gallery of the Reichstaig. Now, two 
years later, I saw him again as he eat ip a military 
uniform at^is writing table with a bundle of documents 
bef6re him. I‘was quite close to him this time, and felt 
as if I stood before the aftar. 

He gave mq^his hand, and\iQotioned me to take a seat 
opposite him. He began “by aayiaj^ that although he 
deaired'to have a talk with me, he mjoat for the moment 
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«« 3 !^tenl hiiwelf wit^usfc making my acquaintaifce, aa he 
had vesy little time xo spare. “^I h^ive been’Tospt fn tllh 
• Reichstag to-d^y longer than I expected by a number of 
lengthy and ^tiresome ' .speerhes ; then I .have here 
(pbftitipg to <thfe documents before him) despatches to 
read, also as a rufe not very amusing; am?at-*9 o’clock I 
must go to the palace, And, that is not particularly 
entertaining eithitr. What have you been doing up to 


the present?” I replied that I had 6^ted the Grevbzhoten,* 
an org3» of practically National T.iberaJ, v-fews, which I© 
left, however, on one of fhe proprietors showing n dis- 
po.sition t’o adopt a Progressist policy on the Schleswig- 
Holstein question. The Clqxncellor : “ Yes, I know that 
paper.” I then went on to .say ?lyif *1 had at.the instance-* 
of the Obvernment taken a p.^sitioh at Ilanov^t, where I 
assisted the ’Civii CommXssiono^ Herr Von Ha>>cl«nberg, 


in representing Pruseidn interests in ^ the Ipcal press 
during diC year of transition. »I had .subsequently^ on 
instructions received from thc^Yreign Office', written a 
number of article.-^ for diffiefent poMtical ^ournaj.s* aqjc^gst 
others for the Preifssische Jali rhiiecJier, to whieffi I hmil 
also prG;yiously contributefl. Bispiarck : “ Then you 

understand our politic.s a||d the Gej-pian que8ti?)n in 
particular. -i mtend to get you to write notcft and 
articles’ for the papers from such particulars and instruc¬ 
tions as I may^ive you, for of course I cannot myself 
wr i^^e leaders. Yon will* also ari’ange for others doidg so. 
At first these will naturally be by way of trial* I must 


ii»ve some one especially for this purpose, and jiot merely 
occasional assistance as at present,^ e^pecjally as I ajso 
receive very little useful fr*m the Literary* Bureau. 

But howTong do you remirili here ? ” and*^ as he looked 
at his watch I' thought he "d^ired to briftg^the conver¬ 
sation to a close.* 1 replied that I Jhad arranged to 

- . B 2 ^ 
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remain if!i Berlin. Bism^ck : Ai, very yjEell T!iieiSp*i 
slS&ll kav^ fi'long talk ySu one^of• thesQ days. In 

the meantime Herr >on Keudell, a^d also Herr ■ 
Bucher, Coivicillor^ of Emfe^sy, Vho is well acquainted 
with all these matters. ” J understood that I was now at 
liberty, to g?), and was about to ris« from my seat w^en 
the Chancellor said : “ Of ^ioufse yoji know the question 
which was before the House to-day ? I replied in the 
fiegativq, explaining^that •! had been too busy to read 
the reports iti^the newspapers. “/Well,” he ^saki, “it 
was respecting the admission 'of Baden into the North 
German Confederation. It is a pity that people cannot 


manage to wait, and that* they treAt everything from a 
party standpoint, and as^ furnishing opportunities for 
speech-making. Disagreeable business to have tcBanswer 
such'speeches, not to say-,such twaddle h Thfese el(?quent 


gentlemcn^are really like ladies *wi,th small feet. They 
forcQ, them into shoes tpat are too tight for th«m, and 
push them under our noses on all occasions in order that 
wairiay admire them. Cit' is jusj; the &arne with a man 
Vho has the misfortune to be eloquent. He speaks too 
often and too long.'" The qufetiOn of German .pnity Js 
making good progress ; but ^ requires time—one year 
perhaps, or five, or indeed possibly even' ten years. I 
cannot make it go any faster, nor can these gentlemen 
either.'^ But They have no patience to wait.” Withtheqe 
wofdii he rose, and again'shaking harkds I took leav4.^of 


him for the time. • 


I jv%s ,^thu8 enlisted in the ranrks of Bismarck»s^ 
fallpw workers. An opportunity for the general in¬ 
structions which hh proposed to give me never occurred. 
I had to enteif upon my woiy at once. Next Evening I 
was* twice o^Uod in to him wo receive •instrdbtionS“ for 
articles. Bator oOO I oometinles him still more 

o • 
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ft^*quently> and o^asionally In the forenoon Eftso—now 
and tllen aa often as five or ^eji eight ^ntes in tJne 
day.* At these interviews P had to 4ia1je good ■ care to ’ 
keep my ea^p well op*en, a«^ to note everything with 
th^ closest attention,, so that two pieces of information 
or •two sets of ihstmctions should not geff misled up. 
However, I soon found ftiyself'equal to thil unusually 
trying* task, as* Bismarck’s opinions and instructions * 
were alv^ays given in a striking fo*m, which it ^vas easy 
to remetnber. Besides, he ^was aiccusU^med to repefit 
his principal points in other words. Then, ‘again, I 
made rnyself all ears, so t]iat, throi>gh practice, I • 
gradually succeeded in retaining long sentences, and 
even, whc^e speeches, pracfij^Ily v^ithout omissions,* 
until t had an oppoftfinity ot’ conypittin^ them ^to ^ 
pape/. Bismarak used ‘also tc» send me, by ene of the 
messengers, • docurneiit!^ and newspapers marked with 
the lettef V an(5 a cross, s^ns which indicated “ J^ress 
Instructions.” When I fouml such, papers on my desk 
I looked the^i through, and subsequently Qbtaiqea ^he 
Chancellor’s direc^ops with regard to them, ^'urther- 
more, vshenT had anythiJig of importance to ask <3r to 
submit for his approval, I^was allowed to call upbn him 
without^preyioys invitation. I thus practically occupied 
the position of a “ Vortragender Rath^’ (i.e., an official 
■haying direct access to the Chancellor), e.xcepting only 
th^it I had neij^hdl* the*ti*le nor the sense of infallibility 
common to all such Councillors. • • 

' • The newspapers to which the afticles thps♦prepared 
were supplied were the • I'lordd^utsq/ie Allgerriftne 
Zeitung, then edited by ^raas, which was *the semi¬ 
official "organ, properly Speaking; tfie Spenersche 
Zettung^ and' the ^eue Pr^ussische Zkit^ng. I also 
firequently sent, letters *to the Kolniache Zeitiir^, ex- 
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pressing^ the Chancello/s vi^ws.^ Duripfg the fh^t 
rtionths of my appoiijtnTent Metzler, who had previously 
contributed to tlMit paper, Served as the medium for com-" 
municating, thes^ articl^se Subsequently they were 
sent direct to the* editor, and were fflways accepted 
withojit alteration. ^ In addition to this work I. saw one, 
of the writers from thd Literary Bureau every forenoon, 
and gave him material which was sent to the 'Magde- 
*hxirger ^Zeitung an^l some of the .smaller newspapers; 
,\vhile other".ntembers cof his department furnished 
portions of it to pertain Silesian, East Prussian, and 
South Germaii organs. I had similar w'eekly interviews 
with other, and somewlmt prore independent, writers. 
©Amongst these I^may** ipention Dr. Dock, who supplied 
articles tC^ the AugsDxirger AUgemei'ne Zeitxm^g, and a 
number tof papets in Eanover ; Professor " ConstSintinc 
Roeszler, j[ormcrly Lecturer at Jena, who sulisequently 
assisted Richthofen at tlandmrg and afterwatds edited 
th.Q Staatsanzeiger •, and,-finally Herr Heide, who had 
previously lieen missionary in Australia and was at 
hhat time rvorking for the North German Correspon- 
dence, which had been lounded witli a view to 
influencing the hiuglish pres^. 

In addition to this my duties also included the 
reading of maaees of German, Austrian and French 
newspapers, which were laid upon my table thres 
tiihea daily, and the management ^and purchase i- of 
books forAhe Ministerial Library. It will therefore be 
easily understood that while the Cliancellor remainCiL 
ki Berlin I had piore tlian enough to attend fb. I 
was engaged not only og, week,-days, but also on 
Sundays, frofii 9 in the \^morning until 3' in the 
afternoon, apd-again from“^ till 10 and 'sometimes .,11 
o’clock at nights Indeed, it sometinies occurred that a 
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iire^enger%from Ghance^ior came at mi«^niglit to 

call m« away from a party of fiends or out^f my Hfed 
in order to receive pressing itistri^ctior>e.* ' • 

I reproduce here in the>:^orm in .which .they appear 
in Jny jdiarytJffe particulars of tu number of more or less 
characteristic stafem^ts and instructions whifch I received 
from the Chancellor, at th^t peridd. They show that the 
statesman whora I had the honour to serve thoroughly * 
understood the business ctf jcmrnal*6m, and they further 
throw'n .welcome light upon jnany of tlic'^olitical events 
of that time. • , * • 

Some days after the debate Reichstag respect- • 

ing the entrance of *Baden, into the North German Con¬ 
federation^ to which reference.has already* been mad«,* 
and while the matte/' ‘wars still ocQupyin^ both the . 
atterftion oT th» press ftnd of 4;he Chancellor,* I. fiiid the 
following entry among* my notes :— . , 

Fehr\iary ‘Z^th, eveiying^ —jCJallcd tQ see the Minister. 

I am to dirc^ct special attention to ^.he nonsense written 
by the Natibn^ Libei’al Pres!^ on the la§t» siG^Tg of 
the Reichstag. The Chancellor said :—“ The’NationM 
Liberale are not a united *party. . lliey are merely two 
fractions. Amongst the% leaders Bpnnigsen afld For- 
kenbecji^ are sensible men, and there are also a ccrtiple of * 
others. Miguel is inclined to be theaitrical. Loewe, 
•with his deep, chest notes, does everything fdV e^ect. 
He has not made a single practical remark, tdblcer is 
effective in destructive criticism, hut is uq politician, 
ft sounded very Ixid to hear him declare thj^t .they were 
nov?^too much occupied with ‘Rome ,iu Paris and Vijenna 
to interfere with u§ in coMeclhon w*th the Baden affair. 

If it were possible to gOT those of re&lly Progressist 
views to act Independently, Jt would miik^ the situation 
much clearer., Friedenthal’s speech,was exco.llent. I 
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must ask you also to emphS-sise <the following'points — 
^j.^Tho urLfiaifiiess of ^^*^ational Zdtung in repeating 
’ misuriderstandiitgg which I "explained and disposed of in 
my speech. . 2. Tlig make-'feelieve'’ support given to my 
policy by men who were elected for the express purp8se 
of rendering roe real^ assistance. That such politi¬ 
cians eithdf cannot sed ok iifLentionally overlook my 
'principal motive, viz., that to admit Baden into the 
Gonfeder^tion would l^ing pressure to bear upon Bavaria, 
ai/\d that it isf. ^Jierefwe rfi hazardops step. Attention 
should*bd paid to the situation in France, so that nothing 
•should be done which might endanger the Constitutional 
evolution of that country, an evolution hitherto pro- 
•naoted in every way frohi Berlin, as it signifies peace for 
us. The French Arcadians' ’ (tlie pq-rty that supported 
Napolcop ^through thick pand thin) “ aae wiltching the 
course of events in CJcrmany, aiTcBwaiting their oppor¬ 
tunity. Napoleon is now..well disposed to us, but he is 
very changeable. We could now fight France and beat 
her .t\Fo, bui that war wowld give rise to fiVe or six others ; 
afid whilt we can gain our ends l>y peaceful means, it 
would be foolish, if not crimiilal,' to take such a ajourse. 
Events 4n France may take a warlike or revolutionary 
' turn'" which would render the present brittle metal there 
more malleable. d?here was an important point in my 
speech, 'Avhich, however, these good people failed to. 
recognise. That was thet intimation *that in certain 
circumstan(jes we should pay no regard either to the 
views of i^u^tria respecting South Geritiany* as a whole;:’ 
nop to" those of Fraime, who objected to the admission 
of any single South Germa;.u State into the North German 
Confederation. That was a jieeler. Further measures 
can otily be o^naadered when T know hovf that tint has 
been received in Vienna and Paris.” 
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* MarcK 1st. —Gounl; BisrJWirok wishes me to get the 
follo'Mng inserted*!! the Soutit (jerman n^\^paper;^"^?4f 
“ The speech^of von Freydorf, the Grand Ducal Minister,* 
in tlie Badep Diet on* the .JtiMsdictipn Treaty vdth fh® 
l^^?>rth GermaR Confederation^ has* been inspired by an 
aljeolutely correct view of the ^ituatiSn.* Ptyticular 
attention shoulcf bo pai<!f ta that portion ifi which the 
Foreign Minist,er of the Grand Duchy declared the** 
policy *pf Baden to be in perfect accord witji that »f 
the Citapcellor of the North Gherman Cpnfederation, art4 
also to the nianner in whicfi he defined the j^bsition of 
the Soifbh German States towards the Treaty of Prague.® 
Through the dissolution, o:? the old Germanic Con- 
fedefacy, ithose States have, )v matter of fact, become® 
soverAgn States. ^luit t?* aty * (jives t/ie7n* libei'tj (to 
me Undfrlin* tlxosc‘wordsi) to ibrm a ngw 'union 
amongst themselves* a* South German^Confederation, by 
means'of whicli they may take mea.sures for bringing 
about a nationftl union with, the ynited North. That 
treaty invoiVe.s no jtf’ti'^ci'iptit^, cngagemeiit of'Niom- • 
pulsion whatever •to adopt such a course. Any insinu*a- 
tion of^hatkind with respect to S.tat*es whose sovereignty 
has been emphatically recognised w.ould be sofnething 
absolu^ly nnheard of. In the Swiss war of the Sohder- * 
bund, and also in the late America!* civil war, States 
► were obliged t^ainst their own will to remain RvitKin a 
lAion which they had®previoifsly joined, but no bfie* ever 
saw a sovereign Stote or Prince rotjuired t(j enter into 
Confederation agRinst their own jtfdgment., yhe South 
German States, including half of Hepsc, have unquesfion- 
ably the right—aej;ing e^her» in concert or .singly—to 
endeavour, in co-operatiw with the Ndrth, to arlvance 
the cause of' national unitj^. The queetjpn is wliether 
the present is fi. time to choo8§. The Chancellor 
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oi 4Lft'5^o^\v German Confedferatioji angers thift question 

A Ae But Jt 'k on]j po^ih\e hp- th^most 

o1^ 7 j/s ej-pT£t^sjbi?s to i/JOJOAt^/h tji^t Zjs 
finiil aim is iiot union *<?/ Germany. J^artition of 
German national territory I Galtiinny ! '’Not a single 
word of, the <>Clmncellor’s justifies tjhat conclusion. As 
Herr Laske't has not sjjoken ^’at the instance of the 
Government of Baden, although hi.s speeoh would almost 
c»nvey tl\e impressioiy that' he* was a Minister of that 
Sf^te, it is ditFieul.t to-> understand where he got" that 
idea. Pethaps it wa,s merely the conceit of the honour- 
ftblc mchiber that led him to make such a statement.” 

Alarch Zrd. —The Minister wishes the Kolnische 
^eitung firstj and aftefi’v^xtds the South German news- 
^papers, to advocate the organisation into one great*>party 
of all men ■nf natiohal views in th6 South efferman States, 
so as to get rid of the particularism wdiich had hitherto 
divided them. “ The matter ' lies much' more “itt their 
hands,” he said, “ than in dhose of the’North German 
NatkfhaJ Liberals. The Nbrth German Govetnments will 
do all that is possible in a reasonable day in support of 
the efforts of South Germany. "■ But the South Gsrmans 
who wi^ to unite with us nyust act together and not 
*' singly." I want you to reiterate this point ag^in and 
again. The article must then be printed in the 

Spenerstlie Zeitxmg and in other newsp/jpers to which 
we have access, and it should» be accompanied b^ 
expressions, of deep ®regret at the particularism which 
preventa the, union of the various Southern parties that' 
gravitate towards North Germany. A union of the four 
Southern States is ah impessi^ity, but there is nothing 
to hinder the fdrmation of a ^uthern League composed 
of men of national sentimehts. The National party in 
Baden, |ihe German party in ' Wiir^mberg, and the 
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BavariaifJProgre^ist patty •^ate metely diffeTant namea 
for tho same tbi^. These grojips ha dm] #7iS^ 

d/jferejjt frqi^'erumeEf^, an<}some persdns ma/nfain thaf 
they must consequently ndSpt ditigfent tpcties. Their 
■ alms.are nevertheless identical in all important points. 
"With the best* wiH in the world tho^c •three, parties, 
while acting singly, j^oduce'but a slight impression. 

If tl»ey desire, to go ahead and become an important 
factor*in public affairs,* they mpst combine,to form a 
great*and homogejieous South »Gerrniin* National pa^ty 
which must bo reckoi^ed with o^i both sides* of the 

Main.’* ’ . * • 

* 

Read over to* the ,Mi*nistcr, at his request,, an 
article which ‘he ordered* ^'esterday and for whioii 
he dkve me the Icadiii" •*idea.§. It was “to be dated 
from Paris, jkkI published in the "'Kdhiiscbet Zeitung. 

He said “ Ye.s, -•ybu have correctly expressed my 
The composition js good both as re^irds its 
anth the facts which jt contain.s. But no 
Frenchma»* thinks ,iii such •logicid and •welhbsdered 
fashion, yet the letter is understood to bo written by a 
.Fremjlnnan. It must Contain ^ more gossip, uikI you 
must pass more lightly point .to point. Hn doing 

so you must adopt an altogether French standperint. dT 
Liberal Parisian writes the letter aivl gives his opinion 
as to the position of his party towartfs thd German 
^luestion, e:^ressing* kimserf in the manner tisual in 
statements of that kind.” (Finally Coupt Bismarck 
' dictated riie ^^reater part of the articlp, .hdiich was 
forwarded by Metzler in its*altere<^ form P) the RlTenish 
newspaper.) • * v * 

In connection with t^s task the Minister said to me 
Che day before :—“ I look ^t the matter yji this way. A 
correspondent In *PaBs must give,his opinion of my 


meanmg. 

reasoning 



THE VA TIC AN CO UNCIL » 


If 


3, 1870 


\ “< 5 “ * ^ ^ ' 

quarrel With Lasker and ♦^;he c^her§^ over the Baden 

question, ajjdHiring for.watd argument which. I dWl not 
think it-desirable .to use at that time. Jle must say 
that no one cpuld ^^em it a’divisable in the present state 
of affairs in Bavaria, ’Whenf>t^ie King seems’t© be sp w§ir 
disposecl, to do miything calculated‘on the one hand to 
irritate him^ and on th6 otheh to disturb the Consti¬ 
tutional movement in France—which movement tended 
to* preserve peace whiK it would itself be promoted by 
tl:^ maintenanctepf peace. < Those wlip desire to ad>\^ance 
the cau.*^ of liberty do not wish to go to war with us, 
yet they could not swim against the stream if we took 
any action in South Germany wliich public opinion 
would regard as detrimetitpl to the interests and prestige 
of France. 'Moreover, for the present the cour.se of the 

C. c ‘ ^ 

Vatican Council should not be ihterfered. with, as "the 
result for Germany might possibly be-a diversion. We 
must >vait for these things,’” he added. “ I' uannot 
explain that to them. If, -they were politicians they 
would sec i^ for themseK'es. Thcise are reasons for for¬ 
bearance %v'hich every one should be able to recognise ; 
but Members of Parliament ''who cros3-qucstio^l the 
Governrhent do nof. usually re^rd that as their duty.” 

The second portion of the article which the Minister 
dictated runs as follows :—“ ^Whoever has had an ojrpor- 
tunity of observing here in Paris how difhcult the birth 
of the |)resent Constitutional movemenf'has been, what 
obstacles this latest development of French political life 
has to oveccc^ie if itd.s to strike deep roots, and how 
povMifful are the influences -erf which the guiding .spirit 
only awaitsvsome pretext for gmothepiug the infant in 
its cradle, will 'understand wit(u what anxiety we watch 
the horizon abroad and whkt a profoundly depressing 
effect eve^y little cipud there produces upon our hopes 
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of a seeuse and peaceful de’v^lopment of the r4g%me. 
It is .the, ardent ^ish cff eveafy sincere adherent oI*the 
Constitutional cause in Fra'ice tifat tliej:e should Aow be 
no diversion abroad, no ch^jflge bn thb horizon of foreign 
politics, wljioii might serve* ^f nc/t as a real motive at 
l^st as a pretext for crying down tln^oathful Consti- 
tutionali^n of France, vfhil(j afc tlie same tkne clirecting 
publu; attention to foreign relations. We believe that* 
the Emperor is in carneat, but his immediate entourage, 
and the creatures whom he li^s l^o empl^iy, arc watching 
anxious*Iy for some ev(?nt ^vhich shall enable J;hem to 
compel* the Sovereign to abandon a epurse wiiich tliey 
resent. These people arc .very numerous, and have 
during tljc eighteen years of tli^ Emperods reign grovk^u 
morefpowerful than’is per/laj?? •believed outside France. 
Wlmever has jyry regaid for ^ic Conofitutioiyil develop¬ 
ment of the coui\ti^*can only hope that no alteration, 
howcAy^r slight,*shall (jee-ur in the foreign relations of 
France to .serve as a moti\^. or pretext for that reaction 
which ever^ opjjonei^t of tl*e ^^on.sTitution ijj strioyig to. 
bring about.” • 

. Between the dirdctifms for tlfese articles, which I 
here bring together as t^ey relafe to the same subject, I 
received otliers, some of which 1 nnly also reproduce. 

Mxxrch AlJi. —The Boersen Zeitu/tg contained an 
article in which it was allege’d that in Oermtiny ’only 
Jiobles were coiisiderQcl, comj^etent to become Ministers. 
This the CoiAit sent down to me tQ be refuted in a short 
•article, expressing surpri.se at su«h a statement. “ An 
absurd electioneering nnjvje ! ” the Chancellor’*8^id, 

“ Whoever wishes tb persuac^ tile worfd tha|; in Prussia 
the p<?sition of Minister^ only open to the aristocracy, 
iftid th^t capable commoners have ab^lutely no ehanco 
of attaining to 4f, lnust have no me^oty and no eyes. 
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* Bay that Inder Count Bi^arc^ no less tljen thr^e 
GoxscaoTt^xa \v\3Te,«ommeTidati^,-been appointed 

AJinJsters. withhf a short '^period, namelj De]brij?;]i:, 
.Zor'/7A^/j'r/ /i/Jt/ Z /s Z^sy/c7A 

yet been appointed .^ . * : 

I wpte <t:hi^ short article immediately; but the 
Chancellor not pleased wflh it. , “d told you ex- 
^essly,” he said, “ to mention the names of Delbtriiek, 
Ltionhard and Camphapsen, and cthat their appointments 
w^e due to my’.p^rsonal influence. Go straight to- the 
point, a,iid don’t Avander round about it in that Avay ! 

’ That is no use ! , A pointless article ! They are just 
the cleverest of the present* Ministers. The attack on 
Lasker is alsO out of 55lacc. We must not ‘provoke 
people unnecessarily. They ai*tf right when they complain 
of bullj^ingf’ The Teferenim to Lhsker cojrsist6d merely 
of his own words as given above. " o , 

Maych 5th. —The Vospsche ^ Zeituhg contained a 
bitter attack, which culminated in the following remark: 

0 “ Exc'^tidnai circumstanSes — and such mnst be ac- 
knBwledgetl to exi.st when Avorking men arc treated to 
breech<loaders, and Ministers '^ure hanged on street 
lamps—cannot be taken as a. rule for the regular 
conduct of affairs.” " The Count received' this article 
from the Literary, Bui’cau of the Ministry of State 
(where eiitractS from the ncAvspapcrs were made for 
him), WtKough it might Aveli have, been withheld, a.s not, 
much importence attaches to the scoldings of “ Tante 
Voss.” Xhg Count sent for me, read over the passage - 
in quh'^tion, and observed : b They speak of times when 
Ministers were hangecT on street Ikrnps. Unworthy 
language ! Reply that such a whing never occurred in 
Prussiii, and th^t there is no^prospect of Its' occfirring.'^ 

In the meantime it shows towards Vhat condition of 
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affairs th§ enorts of that newspaper are tending, winch 
(und^ tlie au8pi%&a ot Slacoby and Company') 
the* Progressist widdie ci^es 'of ^Berlin w/fJ?’ their 
j?c>/yt7as. ^ ' 

. 0 Called iSt^gain later to •the Count. I am to go to 
(?eheihirath Halrfi apd call his attentioi#to,the ijuestion 
oi capitad punishment, which in fiew of the approach¬ 
ing elections should be dealt with in the Provincial-, 
Correspondenz in -accor^Iange with the policy of tljo 
Gov^ntoent, who desire its ^rcJ;lntion, » The* Minister 
said : “T am firmly convinced that tlie majopity of the 
population is opposed to its abolition.^ Weredt other-* 
wise it would of course be pQSsible to do away with it. 

It is a raere theory—the* t?entinientality of lawyers ^n. 
the Rychstag—a party (Joc|«:i/fe which has na connection 
witli the life of the pgople, although’.its advocates ’are' 
constantly referring the people. Tell him that, but 
be cautious in* tiealing with him. ’He i5 somewhat 
conceited—bur^ucratic. ®p it in a' diplomatic way. 

You must 1^ him think thAt ^ios(? are his ^oWn i^eas. 
Otherwise we shall not get anything useful* out* 5f him. 

Let me know afterwards what he says." , 

March 6th .—Have seen Hahn. He is of opinion 
that it is yet too early *to deal wlfh this matter.* It < 
will probably end in a compromise, c^jital punishment 
^being only retained for murdcA-. The attitude of'the 
liberals in th^ ejections^can only be influenced fr&ef the 
decision in the Reichstag. In thp meantime he has 
instructed the Literary Bureau to refute the article in 
the National Zeitung, and ^ to show how* slcrile'-^the 
present Parliament would be if* if allowed^ the long 
wished, for Criminal Co% to be wrecked upon this 
question*of capital punishoient. Report this to* the 
Minister, He *is #of opiniefn that Hahn* is mistaken. 
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“ It is necessary to act ifi a diplomatic in tbis 

caso,” be oj^sftrved. ‘‘ One miAt prelSint an aj)peftrance 
*of determination pp to th®'’ last moment^j and if one 
wants to secure a suitable^’,compromise, show no dis¬ 
position to give way bes^lhs, Hahn rnustch^ve no other 
policy than mifE^. I shall speak taEiiienberg, and get 
him to set Hahn strafght. „ Tlifis must be put” down at 
•once. We must think in good time abop,t the 
elections.^ * ° 

/ Mai'ch VtJc.r^^ent rBrass {Norddeutsclie Allgemeiiie 
Zeitung) ” an article written by Bucher under instruc¬ 
tions from the Minister, showing that the majority in 
the Reichstag does not represent public opinion nor the 
•will of the pfeople, butcbnly the opinions and desires of 
the Parliamentary party. o ' 0 

Cdlled^to the*^ount in the Evening,^when he said' 
“ I want you to secure the insert»o?i jn the press of an 
article somewhat to the follo%ying effect ; , Fo;; some 
time past vague rumours .of war have been current 
throughout the world for which no soffitaient ground 
exists in' fact, or can be even sugge3t'^d. The explana¬ 
tion is probably t6 be sought’ in Stock. Exchange 
speculation for a fall which l^as been started in Paris. 
Confidential whispers are going about with regard to 
the presence of Archduke Albrecht in the Trench capital 
which are calculated to cause uneasiness; and then,^ 
natuhaily enough, these rirenour.^ are shouted aloud ap^ 
multiplied by the windbags of the Guelph' press.” 

Ma%ch ^Ith .—The Count wants an'aj:|:icle in thg 
Ng^tt^al Zeitung to be answered in this sense : “ The 
Liberals ip Parfiamenf al-gp^ays ideiltify themselves with 
the people. They maintain, ^ke Louis XIV. with his 
L'^USt dest moi, that ‘ We are the Peoples’ * Tlrtire cotdd 
hardl’y be a more pbsurd piefce of boAstin^ and exaggera- 
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tidh. As if the other r^preaemtatives, the Conservatives 
in the ^country, an<rthe great numbers who%olong to%o 
party, were nqf also part of the nation, ancf had no opinions 
and interest^ to which'regard should Joe paid t 
• * Evening*— Minister, referring to a statement in 
thQ Norddeutsdhe •Allgemeine ^eitungy * remarked : 
“ There is* jnuch ado about the‘decided attitude taken 
up by Beust agajnst the Curia. According to the report 
published by Brass he ‘hatf expfessed himself very 
emphertically respecting its la^J;e«t ft,ctiohf in a note whica 
the Ambassador read to’the Secretary of State. * That 
must hdT refuted, weakened. Do it in* a letter from 
Rome to the Kolnvsche i^eitfing. Say : ‘ We do not 
know if thi analysis of the dd^at'ch iij question (which 
has ma®e the round of ^the p)apers, and. whi<iEi was fir^t 
published by TVie Time^ is correct,^ but we haVo reason 
to doubt it. Trautman'sdorf (the Austtrian Ambassador 
to the Holy- See]f lias read no note and, has received no 
instructions to make any posijbive declaration, bqt is on 
the contrary*a.cting in •accordanfte, with his oWn cpnVic- 
tions—and it is krfown that he is very clerical knd not 
at.all diaposed to radical measures, .He has communicated 
to Cardinal Antonelli such^parts of thp. information tfiat 
reached him ‘from Vienna as he thought proper, and he 
certainly made that communication in^as epnsiderate^ a 
form as possiblg. It cannot therefore have beep vjsry 
eraphatie.” ^ • • • 

Letter .—Attention is be directed, at firstiu a paper 
which has no con'nection with the Grovernm*nt, “to ^the 
prolonged sojourn of Archdake AJbtecht in Paris as 

* The despatch was understood % contain a sentence to the effect that 
Romo shotild take care not to challenge Europe, and that whatever the 
Ohmeh. migh# 8 aj, the Austrian Court# of Justice would not allow tfiem- 
^selrea to bo inffuenceds Lptjp •ccoqding fcny indulgence towarda those who 
broke the laws or instigate others to do so. 
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suspicious symptom; Inc'connQ/etion with jfc ruruoftrs 
haVe been circulated, in Lon(^on o^’an understanding 
between Franco* and Austria, Our papers should after- 

o .0 

wards reproduce these hints,, 

March \2th .—In the raftcrnoon, Buch(?r gave me f.lle 
chief s . inatfuctions l^o order the» Sjatnish' newspaper, 
Imparcial. (This is of some importance, as ft doubtless 
indicates that even then we had a hand in the question 
of electing the new,,King. On several occasiens sub¬ 
sequently I secured tlte kisortion in, non-official German 
papers of translations which Bucher brought me of 
articles in that newspaper against the candi'dature of 
Montpensier) ’ 

March iS^/o-^ThC C-haiicellor wislies to liavc it said 
in, one of flic “ rfmote^’journals (tliat is, not nott riously 
connected with the Government) that the POpe has paid 
no regard to the representations'"of France and Austria 
respecting the principal points which should be decided 
by the Council. He would not have^ done so even if 
thoiie, representations had been expressed in a more 
emphatic form than they actually wdre. Neither Banne- 
ville nor Trautmansderf was inclined to heartily defend 
the cahse of the State against the Ultramontanes. This 
disposes of the news of the Memorial Diplomatique to 
the effect that -at the suggestion of Count Daru the 
Curia has already given an affirmative answer. That 
report is absolutely false, as' b nearly all the I^^ws 
published by the paper in question. It is much the 
same withtCount Beffisfs note to the Papal. Government.^ 
(“ Quote the wprd ‘ note,’-’’ added the Minister.) It was 
only a despatch, and, doubtless, a* very tame one. 

March l^thy evening .—Hailed up to the Minister, 
who lay on the sofa in ffiis study. “ Here't” he %aid 
^(pointing to a newspaper). “ Thdy* complain of the 
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a<?bumula1ijon of lab<jur ifeiposed upon Parlieiinent. 
Already ^ight • nft>ntlis’* hard wprk ! iTiat rftust^ be' 
answered. J[t is true that naembar.'? of Parliament' 
have a great deal t(/do,.but Minsters are still worse 
off. ^ addrfciorj to their ^ork in the two Diets the 
latter have an immeose amount of busil^esS to transact 
for the K'ipg an& the co^ntay both while Parliament is 
sitting and during the recess. Moreover, members have* 
the remedy in theit own hands. ^If those who do not 
belong to the Uppe^ Chamber jiviH abstaiif from standing 
for election both.to the Prussian apd the Federal Diet 
they win lighten their task sufficiently. They are not* 
obliged to sit in both Houses’.” 

McorcJi 2 ] stu —I am to e^l '■attention in the semi-* 
officia^orgnns to the Tac1> that the’ Reichstag jb discussing , 
the Criminal Cgde far too miimtcly arid 8lowly» “The 
speakers,” observed >hfe Count, “ show too gijeat a desire 
for mcfe talk, ‘and are. too fond of details and, hair¬ 
splitting. If »this continues the^ Bills will not be 
disposed of*'in’the jii’cSent Session, ^ espegially ^a&» the 
Budget has still tA be discussed. The Presideilt miglit 
\yell exercise stricter coiftrol. Another unsatisfatotory 
feature is that so man 3 i^ members ^.bsent thetnselves 
from the sittings. Our newspapers ought to pTiClish' 
regularly lists* of such absentees. Please see that is 
^done.” ’ • . • 

Called up again later and* commissioned to Explain 
in the press the attitude of Prussia towfirds those 
, Prelates whc^ opftose the Curia in ROme. Thg Chancellor 
said : “ The newspapers express a d^ire that ^ the 

Grovermnent should s’upport tl^e Grcmian Bishops on the 
Councik You should asl? if those writdl’s have formed 
a tslear itlea atf to how we should set about that £ask. 
Should Prussia “pei'haps’ senci a Note,to the Council, 

c 2 ’ 


or 
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to Antonelli, the Papal Mir^ster, jvho does not(,*belong to 
tha^ bddy ? or is she .to secure repi^-^sentation in that 
assembly of Predates, and protest (of cow'se in vAin) 
against what, she objects to.? Prussia will not desert 
those Bishops who do n®f submit themselves to the 
yoke, Imt it* is for tjie Prelates in thh first place io 
maintain a 'determined Attituefe. We cannot take pre¬ 
ventive measures, as they would be of ii.o value, but it 
is* open fp us to ad(,ipt a • rejjressive policy in -case a 
decision is cohie. to iri opjmsition to our wishes; If, 
after thaf decision bas l)een arrived at-, it should prove 
to be incompatible with the mission and interests of the 
State, then existing legislatioix, if found inadequate, can 
bfe easily supplemented at|^d altered. The dcnland that 
cthe^ Prussia^ Government should support the i’more 
moderate Bishops is a more empty phraite so' long as no 
practical mgans of giving effect tout.can be discovered. 
Moreover, the course which I imw incticatc will in any 
case be ultimately successful, although .success may not 
at once.j^be eoprplebely achieved.'’ *- 

MarUi '25th. —The Chief wishes Klaczko’s appoint¬ 
ment'" in Vienna to be discussed. He said to me.: 
“ Beust intends in fhat way to j’yevive the Polish question. 
Point to the journalistic activity of that' indefatigable 
agitator, and to his bitter hatred both of ourselves and 
Russia. ‘ Quote Rechenberg’s confidential de.'ipatch of. 
the 2ncl of March from Warsaw^ ivhcrcohc says that ttse 
Polish secret political societies which are engaged at 
Lemberg Rv preparing for a revolution? with the object 
of trestoring Polish independence, have .sent a dej)utation 
to Klaczko congratulating him on hjs appointment to a 
position where'^^he is in direct communication with the 
Chancellor of the Empire. '' Send the article fifst to the 
Kolnische Zeitung^ and afterwards afcrrange for similar 

4 t 
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articles in, the provincial ne^papers. We must finally 
see that .this reaches *Reuss {tiie Amb^ssadon in^St. 
Petersburg)^in order that rnay got nt reproduced in 
the Russiaij press. It can also appear iji the Kr^uz- 
'z9itung, and*it jnust lie brought up again time after 
time in anothei'form.” ^ • , 

Aftemoon .—Gleheimrath Abeken desired me, on the 
instructions of,the Minister, to take note of the following 
document, which Is apparently l)ascd on a ^despatch : 

“ It ns J^ecoming rjiorc and nK)r« difli(;ul.t to understaljd 
the attitude of-the Au?itrian Government toVards the 
Councif All the organs of public 0 },>inion are on th« 
side of the Au.strian Bishops, who arc making such a 
dignified*, and deci.sivo sta.iW^ m Rome. ‘ The reports 
whic® the Government thought well to all<5w the press 
to publislf rc.=^ecting ’the st«ps wbio'h they .lijive taken 
in Rome were iu hjtrmony with thi.s attjtudc. The 
news from Roitic, howc.ver, speak.s only of the tajneness 
and indeei.sion»with whieli-thc Government’s policy is 
being carrie^l into execution. • The mo.st ^contradictory* 
accounts are now* coming in. It is said that tli* Austrlhn 
Ambassador has supported the action of the French 
Ambassador, which is l^own not to have been very 
effective. •Expressions have been attributed to*CourfP 
Beust. showing that, in his opinion,, the only effectual 
course would be for all the Powers to talie coftimoVi or 
•ollective ac^io». Om the other hand, it is asserted that 
he gave a negative answer, reciting different objections, 
4o the proposal* of another Cathctiic Stiite,(P^varia) to 
join it in a decisive declaration iii Rome. In p^fe^cc 
of this indecision pn* the oart.of the Catholic J*owers the 
Bishops will doubtless be obliged to fallow their own 
chnscieiTces fin’d decide for themselves what their Course 
of action is to be^ * Wh are convinced however that if 
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the Prelates themselves resolved, to make a cUJtermine'd 
staifd on beha?f of their consciences tife situation IV^ould 
immediately undfer^o a change in their favour, and that 
ultimately no .Government wguld desert its own Bishops 
even if they were in a minority. . n * « 

“ Bi§mardk has already explained to the Prussiain 
Ambassador‘s in Paris thht die Is prepared to support 
fevery initiative taken on tlie Catholic side in the matter 
of« the Cpuncil. die at the same time discussed the 
sqjliject with BfcnQtletti, "expressing hjmself in a similar 
sense, but'in the meajitime making no positive proposal, 
©n the other hand, he asked . incidentally whether it 
might not be desirable to “consider in a general con¬ 
ference the attitude to Jie. adopted by the"' various 
Government'^ towards the Council. Benedetti rd^lied 
that such a course would only - hasten c the Council’s 
decision. Bjsmarck urged that a Conference might be 
useful,even were it no longer possible to indueiice the 
Council, and were thg question to be considered merely 
“how fer^the injurious effects of its decisions 6n the peace 
oCChurck and State could be minimised. 

“ Benedetti sent a report of this informal conversa¬ 
tion to Paris, representing it ins a proposal to hold a 
conference. Daru replied in a despatch which pointed 
out the difficulty of carrying that idea into execution. 
Who should take part in the conference ? Russia main¬ 
tained Such an unfriendly iftitudeffowards the Catholhs 
Church, and Italy was so hostile to the Curia that they 
could haxdjyjoin in ally common action.'" Spain wdshed 
to confine herself to the repression of any eventual 
breach of the laws of the country, and England ignored 
the official declarations of the Roman Church. Many 
Powefe had Concordats, while others occupied a more 
independent position Awards the Oifrra,,, therefore, in 
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thfct respect also, an unders1i[inding would b^' difficult. 
Finally, Daru feJted tbat Rome, on lutaring, of ^an 
, intended conference, would ^eply witji frxit accompli. 
For these reasons he declined the prcfposal. He would, 
h(^ever, lil^e 4d afford the orfier Powers an opportunity 
of.supporting tl>e measures taken by FiUncg on her own 
initiative.* ^ In dhse he re6eiv,ed ^ Negative aMswer to his 
demand that France should be represented on the.' 
Council he would •officievHy communicate to the othqr 
Govei-nments his declaration ^o Secretary *of State, 

Cardinal Antonclli, that "the* rights and interests^ of th*e 
State would be defended against any epcroachment on, 
the part of the Spiritual Rower, and urge them to 
support lys actipn in Komb» Rismarck tlianked Dju’u, 
for tlfjis communicaCion, f\^(l**said that the Govern- 
meni at Derlii^ (whffil.’it hac^ satisfied itselR that silch 
a course on the p^ii’t of France was calculated to pro¬ 
mote the . inteffests of ■ Prussian CathoRcs) would 
endeavour to strengthen thfi.impressioh made thereby ; 
and that liit’tlfer communiCalions* were awaited with , 
interest. • ***.*• 


. “ The French GoVc?7in'frnt looks ffirward with aiyciety 
to the consequences of the Council, ljut hesitates to take 
any serious,iihd decisive measures, jfnd is not di^A)8etL> 
to enter upon any common action with the other 
Powers. Bray, at Munich, setfmed less disinclined to 
sjiph a course. * lie thought a»declaration might possibly 
be made that ?he Government considered the oecumenical 
apd authoriRitrv® character of the Council to be affected 
by the promulgation of the dogma of infallibilitj^^not- 
withstanding the opposition of^a nlinorit^^ of the Bishops, 
as also»the legal position Assured to theJPrelates under 
tbe Con<S[)rdat», and that tlxc dogma in question was to 
be regarded as hu^ ^nd> void. Bray was anxious that 
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Austria should join in ,tlj53 declaration. Boust, hcfw- 
ev^, ■^yould <>not consent,' as Tie beQeved that «uch a 
declaration would^erely induce the Coun<^l to confe to ■ 
an unanimous decision which w^uld then^ be binding 
upon the Governments. ^ “An unequivocal, attitude®of 
any kind is dioPto be expected frora Vienna. 

“if th<e Catholic Goyern^hients^ will not take the 
«initiative the question remains what course the Bishops 
themselves wjll adopt. "VVe hold to" the principle of not 
acting directly and iiicoup own name wdth the Roman 
See, w|iile at the same time powerfully and steadfastly 
o supporting every elfort made by the Catholics them¬ 
selves, and particularly by the German Bishops to 
oBi;event illegal changes’bein^ made in the constitution of 
the Catholic Church, and' tO, prese'tve both Chu^h and 
' Sthte- frqrp a diatMrbance of the peace. ,^Ve do not^find 
ourselves called upon to take up a prominent attitude 
towards the Council; but our readihess .to support 
energetically every w"ell-m<5ant effort oof the Catholic 
Ppwers,'wjiose duty iC it? to" iptervePe ^ j'n the first 
place, Qi‘ of tin? Bishops within the- Council, remains 
unaltered.” ' c 

Evening .—I am to" refer t^ England and the way in 
. whieh the press is treated there. “ The Liberals always 
appeal to English example when they want to secure-^ 
some fitesh liberty for the press. Such appeals, it is 
welE known, rest largely upon mistaken notions, 
would be desirable,to examine more closely the Bill 
which has just been passed for the preservation of order 
in Iikland. What would public opinion in Germany, 
and particularly^ what Voyld the petbple of Berlin say, if 
our GovernmeEt could proceed against any of ouf* demo- 
cratia journals, even against the most violent, ^ccordiftg 
to the following provisions,' and th&t^ too without even* 
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a ^tate of ajinor siege ? ^ The& quote the provisions, and 
add that the Bill-carried by a. large majority.”' 

March ‘^th .—The Chancellor -doeires that the 
question of .the Council should be^ again, dealt with 
soAewhat to •the following^ effect: “The press has 
repeatedly expressed a desire to kno^what position 
will be taken hy Prussia towards the poHcy of the 
majority of the Council, and several proposals have been 
made in this connection. • In our (pinion the answer to 
that question is to l^c found im the ch{yrai3ter of Prussia 
as a Protestant Pow-er. * In that capacity Prussia must 
leave the initiative in tliis matter to the Catholic 
Governments who ‘are rnoro directly threatened. If 
these do •not take action^ Mic question remains whn>t^ 
course# the Bishops* who .%orm* the minority in the 
Council win. ack)pt, a epicstioi-i which *will be^ a,nsWered 
by the immediate fulml'e. If the Catholic Governments 
decide to take fleps against the majority of the Council, 
Prussia ought to join in thals action if she considers it to 
be in the mterests of her datkolic subjects.. But,it is 
less the duty of Prussia than of any other Stats to rush 
into the breach. . . . . ^ If the Bishops defend the 
constitution of their Chu, 5 ch, their (^jscopal rights, and 
peace betw^^ Church and State in a fearless* “and ‘ 
determined protest against the encroachments of the 
Ultramontane party in the douncil, it may fthen* be 

m% ^ o , ’ 

1 At that time it had only been accepted., by the Committee of the 
House of CommonB,—without any important amondmentti however, and 
He adoption on a third reading was assured. It is true,40bjeotions were 
raised. Gladstone very characteris^ic^dly observed that the law n'o?r jnly 
empowered the Administration to proceed tJgafhat idoitementa to tfea^n- 
able action: it was, hoirover, net^ssar^to provide for the punishment of 
attempts by the press to create a “ treasonable stat% of mind ” amongst 
tUfc people.^ The sole concession m^de by the Government was that the 
j, threatened measures ^ should ^ot bo pu^ into execution until warning 
(onioe only) had been gi%en. 
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A £CENE IN ST. PETER'S ^Mar. 30, i87<3i 


confidently hoped that the Prussian Government Will 
exi4>end to th¥:m a powerful sup^port.’’^' ■ • 

S’ome of the hast sentences repeated a^iost literally 
the conclusion oT^ the dhcumefit brough^t to me by 
Abeken. , ‘ ® 

March 80^.—The Count sent, down a report from 
Rome for *hse in the prese. ^his 3 :ep*ort s^ays ; “ The 
tourists avho visited St. Peter’s on tlic 22nd instant 
were several times disturbed by a dull noise whioJi rolled 

4 p •' 

through the afsle^s like a storm, proceeding from the<lirec- 
tion of.thfe Council Chamber. Those who remained a little 
1 longer feaw individual Bishops, with anxioifs looks, 
hurriedly leave the church. There'had been a terrible 
is<3ene amongst the reverend fathers. . The .theme de 
e^'T'orihus, tv'hich was Irfid oe^ore the Council aboi43 three 

* 4 , . , , 

weeks! ago and then returned 170 the CJomitlission,-was 
again being discussed in an ‘sanonded form. This 
discussion had now lasted fiviJ or silt (eight) days. 
Strossniayer criticised one-'^of the paiwigraphs of the 
Proepiium .which cliarat.terised Protesfarttism as the 
sdurce of all the evils which now infec't the woi’ld in the 
forms of pantheism, materiiflism, and atheism. He 
declared that this Proemium* contained historical un- 
l^luths, as the errors of our time were muGi* older than 
Protestantism. The Humanist movement, which had 
beeh infprudently protected by the highest authority 
(Poph Eeo X.) was in part resjooHsible .for them. Tiiu; 
Proemium ^cked the. charity due to Protestants. (First 
uproar.). Iti,was, on the contrary, amoTigst.Protestant* 
thai 'Christianity had found, ifs most powerful defenders, 
such as Lteibnitz and Giiizo^ w'Ko^o meditations he 
should wish ta see in the hands of every Chrtstian. 
(Renfewed and increased ujwoar, while dlosed Ifists afe 
shown at the speaker, and cries itre hefid of ‘ Hcereticus 
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es! * Tacect^ L DescendasJ O^nes te condernna/mus ! ’ 
and no't^and then ^Ego eum non condemito •This 
Storm* also subsided, and Strossmay^er was tible to proceed 
to another p<jint, nam^y, the question to. which the 
BisjJops ^eferifed ii\ their prote*st, that is to say, that a 
Oinanimous ^vote is indispei^sable for^decisRnS*on d 9 gma. 
Strossmayeris remarks on thia theme caused Ihe indig¬ 
nation ©f the majority to boil over. Cardinal Capalti 
interrupted him. Tlie assembly ra^d like a hiyricane.. 
After A wordy war of a quar|ey oT an’ Jiohr’s duration*, 
between the speaker ai*d the Legates, StroSsmayer 
retired, t^ree times repeating the words : ‘ Protestor 
non est concili'iirnj It is worthy of note that a Consre- 
gation. has‘been -lield to-da^*jjf ^vhic.h the Bishop erf* 
Halifax^and others are^ xtneterstodd to^ have^'expressed 
views* similar to those ’of Sti^ossmayot and •that no 


attempt was made to i?i*terrupt them. ^It would there¬ 
fore appear as if*The stown' raised against the Bishgp of 
Bosnia were, a party manoeuvre with the olyect of 
ruining the • Ihost important df the, Princes of the 
Church.” • * - • 


'March 31s^.—Commissioned by the Chief to‘tell 
Zitelmaun- (an official of tli« Ministry of State in charge 
of press mattfe^ that the newspaper extracts whiclrlitST 
office prepares for suljmission to the King (^through the 
Minister) shoulc^ be better sifted and arranged. "Those 
that are suitab^ ffir tin? King *are to be gummed'on to 
separate sheets .and detached from those th%t are not 


Buttable for him.* Particularistic lies and stupidities, 
such as those from Kiel of the 25th.anc^ Cassel of*^the 
28th, belong to thejatter ^te^ry and must not be laid 
before him. If he sees that kind of thifig printed in 
black on white *he is apt to* believe it. He does *not 
know the charaoteh those papers. . • 
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THE BRITISH MINISTER IN MUNIC^ [Apr. i, 
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I am to secure the Insertion in the mess of “the 
fcllowing p'h.rticulars, which liave 'Reference to’^a para¬ 
graph in a newspaper w'hieh the Ministecrdicl not name’ 
bo me. It is a woU-known feet that Howar/l, the English 
representative at Munich, althougli he^i.S' married'lo a 
Prussian fedy^Schulenberg),^exercises', in opposition to^ 
the view# of his own'* Government, a decidedly anti- 
PriT^an influence, not so much in a pro-Austrian as in 
a \luelph sense. lie was Minister at Hanover up to 
the events of. pSGG. * 

AjpiHl Is^.—The Ministor*i birthday. When I was 
called 'to him' in the evening his room was"pcrfumed 
with flowers presented to him. "He lay on the 'sofa, 
booted and spurred, .snt'^’iiig a cig^ir, and reading 
newspapef extracts. ’Alter receiVing my instifuctions, 
I offered my congratulations, for which he thankevl me, 
reaching me his hand. “ I hoi^e,” he said, “ we shall 
remain together for a very long time.’^ I replied that 
I hoped so too, that I could find no woi'ds to say how 
happy 1 felt to be near him, and to lie aide to work for 
him. “ Mfell,” he answered, smiling, “ it is not always 
so plea.sant, but ’you musi not notice every little 
thing.” ( 

■ My instructions referred to Lasker find Hoverbeck. 
They were as follo’ws :—“ Just take Lippe and La.skcr as 
ydur Subject for once. Lasker has, it is true, been 
takerfi* to task for one' of hi.s late.^t , utterances o by 
Bennigsen, the chief of his fraction, but it can do no 
harm to deal with the affair once more in the press—, 
and^’repeatedly. He, like Lippe, wants the Constitu¬ 
tion to be placed aboT’^e our national requirements. 
Les extrSmes se touchent. tlippe is the representative 
of 'the Particularistic Junkers with .the tendency*' to 
absolutism, Lasker that of the Patllamentary Junkers 
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with Peirtiaularistic leanings. • Vincke, who was just 
such anather, succe^fted, -v^th his eternal dogmatic, ^ 
ruining and nearly destroying a great, ptfirty in a • few 
months, notwithstandkig fftvourablcf circumstances. 
Ple^e send tl;ie*article to the' Norddeutsche Allgemeine 
Ze^M^ng ioT publicatictn, and let it be afterwards repro¬ 
duced in another 'form by ftie Literary Bureai*.” (.*. . .) 

ApHl Ath .— It was well that I carried outg-the 
Minister’s orders at once. , On being called to hint this ^ 
morning he received me with tlyi wftrds : “*I asked you. 
recently to write i\n articl« on* the subject of Lippe and* 
Lasker. 4Iavc you done so ? ” I replicc^ “Yes,•Excel¬ 
lency, and it has already appeared. 1 did not submit 
it to you 'fis I know that ywu t^e the NorddeutscJnM 
daily.” % He then said; “I had no time, as yet, I 

will k)ok it i»p ii]p,medii\f«ly.” , * , • * 

In a quarter of au'hour I was again sent ^r, and 
on appearing be^bre him the Ministet said^ “ I have 
now read the art^le—it was*iunongst the extracts.* It 
is excellent,,*•xffctly what I *wk}hecf.. Let it now be 
circulated and re];»'oduced in the provincial jqpfnals.* 
Ip doing so it may be Ibrther rcmai'kcd that if Cqunt 
Bismarck were to charge Lasker and his fraction with 
Particularisra-\1 do not mean all the’National Libexala.--. 
but principally* the Prussians, the Jjasker group—the 
accusation would be well founded. Lij^pc has algo lf»d 
dq^n the princ^^Ie that; the Prwssityi Diet is indepegnient 
of the Federal*Diet.” , 

j • The Minister»then continued Here is* the Kdl- 
nische Zeitung talking' of excitability. It alleges 4hat 
I have manifested an excitability * which recalls ’the 
period «f ‘ conflict.’* That^is not true. I, have merely 
repelled passienete attacks ip the same tone in which 
they were delivdtec^, lacc«rdirfg to the usual practice in 



30 ' THE OPPOSITION BISHOPS IN ROMBt [Apr. 6, 

_!__ _ 

• * 1 • 

Parliament. It was not Bismarck but Lasker ‘and 

9ove(rbeck ovbo took the initftitive.O They beg%n again 
with offensive ^^sonal attacks, and I begged of them in 
a friendly way* not * to • return to that style. Ask 
whether the writer had» 'hdt read the j-eport of*the 
sitting, as it [^Slowed that it was n^t Co-unt Bismarck jkho 
picked this quarrel. * Apart irom its pleadings on behalf 
of the claims of Denmark, the Kolnische Zeitit^ng was 
a sensible newspaper. What, had Count Bismajek done 
to it that it shoukk allow its correspondents to send 
such a garbled account of rhe facts ? Moreover, Bennig- 
sen had reprijnanded Lasker. They now themselves 
recognised that the touQ they adopted was wrong, as 
Lasker came to me op’ Saturday to excuse hiniself." 

Aprilt^th. —-Undor iiis'ujuq.tions from the Mi'^i’ster I 
dictated ^tlic following paragraph to Doerr for circulation 
through the Literary Bureau a The position of the 
Bishops vdio form the opposition in the Council does 
not "appear to be satisfactory, if one,may judge from 
the attitude of the’Catholic CovernmenL „and particu- 
larry' pf the Vienna Cabinet. Probably Count Beust 
has, not yet made up his mind in this matter. He 
seems to have sent somewhat energetic remonstrances 
fo«the Ambassador in Rome, but it is qbvious that 
Count Trautinansdorf has delivered them in a very 
diluted form. According to certain newspapers the 
Au£tK>an Chancellor has also endeavoufed to bring about 
a common action jof the Powers, while others report 
an incident which renders it doubtful vwhether any sufh^ 
attesnpd has been made. The French also maintain an 
attitude of exceptional prudence ^and reserve, and the 
Bishops would thus appear to stand "well nigh alone. . . . 
The>. initiative must come f^om the Bishops themselves.” 

Between the 6th and the 10th <^f April I wrote an 
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arttcle on •J,he question^ of North Schleswig* from the 
Minist^ff’s instructions. ’This attracted gr#at atl^ent^n 
on Its publi^tion in the •N'orddc%iJ,s«he Allgefaeine 
Zeitung, priqpipally on* the gfouhd thjft there seemed to 
be*no occasuDif for its appeaptyicc at a time when the 
political horizon "was absolutely clear. (#t may possibly 
have arisei\ through a Russian reminder and ?ipproval of 
the pretended chiims of Denmark.) The article was to . 
the following eflect : ‘i It is a wilful fal.sehood ty 
maintain, that according to tjie* feaee Prague the 
population of Ncu’th Schleswig has to decide th§ ques*- 
tion of the frontier. Prussia alone, and no one else, is, 
authorised to do thitt. Moreover, the Treaty of Prague 
does not‘.mention North ^Sc hleswig at all, but ordy, 
refers,% quite vaguely, • tf^ flic*- northern districts of 
Schleswig, •whi^h is ’ ilftmethiyg quite’ ditlcr^nt. • The 
parties to the treaty-A'erc not called upon, an^, as the 
wording selecti^Tby thejii proves, never inteAded to deal 
with any such .conception'as ‘ North Schleswig,’ and 
have not ttA^n* used tlrtit Aer»i. "But the ^D?ines and. 
their friends ha'^e so long and so Tiersistci^tly en¬ 
deavoured to make *the*w^rld bclie\’e that paragrg,ph 5 
of the .treaty stipulate^ for fhc cession of North 
Schleswig, . f5^rt they have con\c to bclie\4it»u.it 
themselves. . 

“ The Prussians alone ha^e to decifle as* to dhe 
«tent of t^oae dif^tricts. • Prussia has no -rfrirther 
political interest in negotiating with Denmark if the 
latter is not *c<?ntent with the ooncessions which the 
former is prepared to mak§.. Finally, only Austria, has 
a right to demand fliat the jnattef sh&ll be settl&d in 

any fcfrm.If PruSsia and Austria,” so concluded 

the Miifister’s* directions, »“ now come to an under¬ 
standing as to* of^ftelling that para^aph of the treaty 
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—probably on the basis cf further concessions on the 
pe^ of PruBsia—absolutely ho onf!> has any right to 
object.” Two ,a]jticles wore to be written on ‘this 
subject, one for the Nordcteutsch'i Allgemehie Zeitung, 
in which the reference to> iAdstria was to omitttd, 
and one for t^e Spenersche Zei{,iuic^ which was "to 
contain it.- ‘ . 

April \2th .—The Count desires to have an ^article 
written for the Kbhiische Zeitungi part of which he 
dictated ’ to me. .It Eai\ as follows: “The Constitn- 
lionnel speaks of the way in which PrQiich manners are 
being corruptecj by foreign elements, and in tliis con¬ 
nection it mentions Prince.ss Metternich and Madame 
Rpnsky-Korsakow. If would require jnore space than 
wm can afford to this subjhct^-ffo .show in its true light all 
the ignorance and prejuiljce exhibited by the writer of 
this article, who has probably newr left Paris. Princess 
Metternich ' would not act in- Vienna Aks she is repre- 
sentecl by the Cbnstitutionnel to have .acted in Paris ; 
and Madame PimsKy-Roi'.sako’W is not a leader of 
society ,m St. Petersburg. The contwiry must be the 
case. ^ Paris must be responsible' if the two ladies so 
conduct themselves, and exercise such an influence as 
'tltPwt^'rench journal asserts they do. As a. matter of 
fact the idea that Paris is the home and school of good 
manner? is now only to be met with in other countries, 
in old novels, and amongst elderly peopR in the mo§t 
remote parts of the provinces. It has long since been 
observed, and not in,, European Courts* alone, that th^*, 
present generation of Frenchmen do not know how to 
behave themselves. In other circles it has also been 
remarked that tlie young ^'renbhman does not co/npare 
favourably with the youth tof other nations, '^r with 
those few countrymen of hife own wl^ have, far from 
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Travellars who ha^ visited the country fit long m- 
t,ervais are agreed in declaring that tin* £orma of. polite 
intercourse, apd even tlie coifventional expressions for 
whlbh the Fr^rfch language so* Jong served ns a model, 
are* steadily falling i©to cjisuse. It is fheicfore quite 
conceivable ^that *the Empress Eugthiic, as tP sensitive 
Spaniard, has been painfully aflected by the tone and 
character of Parisiarr society, but it would show a lack, 
of judgni^it on her part if, as stated bp tlie 
tionnel, she sought for tlni origin of that evil‘abroad. 
But we believe we are justified in directly contradicting 
that statement, as we know that the Empress has re¬ 
peatedly r<*commended yo mf^ Gcirnians as models for, 
the yor^h of France. Tlic Prcnch show themselves to 
be a .decadeftt iyition,*dAd not,least in’their planner??. 
It will require generatktns to recover the ground they 
have lost. Unf«<ftunatel^, so far as nianncr^ are con¬ 
cerned, all Europp has retrogtjidcd.” 

From tha’JSth of Apiil tb tlie 58th of .^Iity I did 
not see the Minister. He was unwell' and hit^ foi» 
Varzin on Easter Evd it Vas said at the Ministry that 
his illness was of a bilious character, and was due to the 
mortification, felt at the conduit of the La@j6er 
fraction, together with the fact that he had spoilt his 
digestion at a dinner at Camphaifsen’s. * • « 

,,On the 2l8t*of May, the Minister returned to Heflin, 
but it was not until seven days latqp that I was called 
to ,him. He thent gave me the following instructions : 

“ Brass (the Norddeutsche Allgemevne Zeitung) rftust 
not plead so strongly for the Arfetfian^ nor speali so 
warmly ^f the Govemmenlfof l^^apoleon. dn the case of 
Austria w€ have*to adopt a benevolently expectant atti¬ 
tude, yet the ap^iptJbueBt of KJaezko and his connec- 
voi* 1 * ’ D*. 
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Pai^s, presmwed the tradition* of good French societ 
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fcion with the Ministry iSi for^ns a suspicio^us symptom. 

She appoirftment of Grammont tcOthe French^Foreign 


Ofl&ce .is not eica«tly agreeable to us. T^e Czechs' must 
be treated ^with‘all possible consideration ; but, on the 
other hand, we must, deal with the • Eoles as %ith 
enennes.' • ^ , 

I afterwards aslced*as to nis health. Hp'said he still 


felt weak, and would not have left Varzin if things had 

^ O 

. not looked so critical in Parliament. As soon as matters 
•were once ntpr^ in oMer there, he would be c^' again, if 
po8sibl(J on an early day, in ^rder to undertake a cure 


with Karlsbad water, going to some seaside r<3feort. 


On being called to tho Count on" Whit Sunday I found 
« him highly indignant at thg statement^of a cc/rrespondent 
of the Kdlnische Zeitung*,w\io reported that i^ere was 
i sdarpity of labour in«the S^andau cartridge factory. 


‘ Therefore unusual activity in''‘the preparation of war 
material 1**’ he said. “ If I were to hate paid ywo visits 
to the King at Ema it would not cause so much anxiety 
ab^pad" 8,“^ thoughtlesa«-reportb of this ‘kind. Please go 
to W«hrmann*and let him ascertain at the Ministry of 
War if they are*'responsible* for that article, and if 
possible get them to insert tccorrection in the Kolnische 
■^fiitung or in the Norddeutsche, as it ^mast appear in 
an influential paper.” 

• A* diary entry on an undated sli^ of paper, but 
wfitfen in May : “ Boblen yesterday Ijantered Btudier 
about hi^ ‘ Easter anission,’ which appears to have been 
to Sp^n.” ‘ 

, * On the 8th of June .the Minister again left Berlin 
for Varzin. 

*0 ** 

Immediately on the commencement of the difficulties 


with France respecting «the election" to tie Spaftiish 
throne of the Hereditary Frintse o^ JHohenzollem, letters 
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anci*telegrams began to arrive •whicb were forwarded by 

Bucher under instriAtions* from the Chief • These coa*- 
gi8te<iin part <jf short paragraphs and^uafts of aftteles, 
as well as som^e complete articles which* only required to 
be ifetouched Jnrthe matter 6'f style, or to have references 
ins^ted with regai^ tp masters of fact. "Wieae directions 
*apcumulateti^ but ‘owing to^the spirit and energy inspired 
by the Qonsciousness that we were on the eve of great 
events, ajad that it was ap honour to co-operate in the, 
work, th^ were promptly dealt wfth, aliwst all being 
disposed of on thq day oS th*eir arrival. I here fepro- 
duce some of these instructions, the order of the words 
and expressions in* the deciphered telegrams being 
slightly altered, while the rencfainder are given exactly as, 
they fe^hed me. » *■ * * 

JitZy telegram to iiie fron\ Varzirf : 

“ The semi-official orgPifs should indicate that this does 
not seem to be tte proper time for a 'discui^sion of the 
succession to the,Spanish thl^:)ne, as the' Cortes, who are 
alone entitl^lh to decide‘the* cjjiestTon, have hot yet 
spoken. German Governments have always refjpectecV 
Spanish independench in^iTch matter^, and will do ^ in 
future, as^they have no claim or authoi’ity to interfere 
and lay dowij *i^egulation8 for the Sptihiards. Ther^,*.in 
the non-official press, great surprise should be expressed 
at the presumption of the J^renCh, who haVe diaeussed 
t\e question ve#y^ fully , in the* Chamber, speaking as if 
that assembly had a right to disppse of the Spanish 
^lyone, and apparently forgetting, that such a course 
was as offensive to Spanish national pride as it was’con¬ 
ducive to the encouragement of Republfcan tendencies. 
This may be safely ’constrifbd into a further proof of the 
falae dire<ltion-which the personal regime is taking. • It 
would appear as If Empefor, who h^s instigated this 
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action, wanted to see the outbreak of a new war of 

O o 

5 :iccesaion.’* * (y ■ • 

A letter fasrg Bucher,, which was handed to me on 
the evening of the 8th cff Juljo, further developed the 
idea contained in the last’'sentence o^ fhe foreg<bing 
telegram. » '??iis letter ran : “ Previous to 1,868 

Eugenie Was pleased to play the part of an obedient 
subject to Isabella, and since the September re^^nlution 
,that of a gracious protectress. She unquestionably 
Arranged the_ farce of the abdication, and now, in her 
rage, .sire incites her consort and th.c Ministers. As a 
member of a Spanish party she would sacrifice the peace 
and welfare of Europe to the intrigues and aspirations 
.of a corrupt dynasty,' 

“ Please see that thiil*theme, a new war of succession 
ih the nineteenth centui;y, is thoroughly thTeshed out in 
the press. The subject is inviting, especially in the 
hands of a correspondent disposed to draw historical 
parallels, and 'more particularly patAllels ex averso. 
Have the French not Jiad experience ciuough of Spain 
'~v\dth JiOuis'XlV. and Napoleon, and with the Due d’An- 
gouleme’s campaign for the execution of the decrees of 
the Verona Congress^? tiavg they not excited sufficient 
hMred by all those wars and by the Spajiish marriage 
of 1846 ? 

“ Bring' personal influence to bear as far as possible 
on' the editors who have been iptimidarpd by the Stqck 
Exchange, representing to them that if the German 
press take^ up a timid and hesitating altitude in presence, 
of the rhodomontades of tlje^French,the latter will become 
more insolent and put forward intolerable demands 
in other questions affecting Germany still more^ closely. 
A oool and determined attitude, with a touch of contempt 
for those excited gentlemen who vffiuld like to slaughter 
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somSbody, fe^t do not e^actlj" know whom, would be 
the mos* fitting merHis for putting an end to •this uproar 
and preventing serious complications.” • • . ‘ 

Bucher addled : “ Pfotestahts were ‘still gent to the 
galleys under.tSe k^anish <5ov^}:nment which was over¬ 
thrown in 1868.” • . I ^ ^ 

Another communication of Ducfier’s from'Varzin of 
the sanvj date runs : “ The precedents furnished by 

Louis Philippe’s refusal of J:he Belgian throne on behalf, 
of the Dtip de Nemours in 1831, dn* the^grt)und that it' 
would create uncixsiness, • an<\ l>y f^ie protest which 
England 'vfould have entered against the naarriage' of the 
Due de Montpensier to the ^sister of C^ ucen Isabella, arc 
neither ofthem .very apj^Tc^ible, as the Prince of, 
Hohcnz^lern is not a son of^virtg Williann’but oidy 
a remote coiTnec^ion, a.nfl Spain does n'ot borejer* oh 
Prussia.” •* 

The following was a. third sul>jcct received fi’om 
Varzin on the same day: ‘*Js Spain to inquire sub¬ 
missively at the Tuilcries V-heT^lnw' tl*c King \yhbm^8jie 
desires to take is considered satisfactory ?'*Ts the SjHinish* 
thi;one a French depehdeilby ? It has already been stated 
in the Pryssian speech frqin the throne tliat our sole 
desire in connection with the events in Spain was that 
the Spanish people should arrive at an independent 
decision for the maintenance of tlieir own prdsperi^y ami 
po)> 4 er. In Fra^lia, wheve on other occasions so munS is 
said of national independence, tha attempt of the 
§pt^nish peopl^ to decide for thcmselTcs has inpnec^iately 
revived the old diplomatic tryditions which led to‘the 
Spanish war of succesgflon 160 j^ears ago.”* 

On the same day, the 8fh of July, a telegram was also 
received frtim the Chancellor iiy the Secretary of State, 
and it was handed "to *me for my information. It was to 
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the following effect: “ T hav^ now beforp* me in* the 
(ifespatch of Count Solms the official text of th# Due de 
Grainmont’s speech, and I ffnd his language more bfusque 
and presutnptuoqs than*I had anticipated. I am in 
doubt whether that is dnfe to stupidi^ o*!* the result^of a 
decision taftcelP beforehand, f he probsfbility of the latte^ 
alternative seems to bt confirmed by the ijoisy demon¬ 
strations which will most likely rendey it impossible for 
them to draw back. I am reluctant to protest officially 
against Grjtmyi'on^s* speech on ffiternationj^l grounds, 
but ouf press shquld attack* it very, severely, and this 
should be done in as many newspapers as pos’sible.” 

July 9th .—A telegram :^rom Bucher to the Secretary 
of State, saying^ that t hfe^^ rection t@ the press to deal 
with Grainmont’s spileclim \’^ry strong langud^e is not 
to apply to the Nordd(3e.itsclieyAllger)imne*Zeitung. 

Another telegram of the same date to Thile, which 
he ^rought to me : “ Any One intending to summon a 
Congress to deal with a. ’debatable question ought not 
fir^«^to* threaten a warlike solution in*c£pse the opposite 
'partj^should not agree to his wished.” 

• Further, the Secretary of'State handed me a tele¬ 
gram from Berlin to the Ch jtncellor, which was returned 
by the latter with comments. I w^s ‘to get these 
circulated in the non-official journals. The telegram 
'v^'as tb the effect that Grammont had stated, in reply to 
an*iftterpellation by Codhery, that had offeredAhe 

Spanish ^hrone to the Hereditary Prince of Hohenzollern, 
(Remark “ He can do nothing of tlte kind. Onlycthe 
Cortes,”) and that the Prince had accepted it. (Remark : 
“ fie will only declai;^ ffimseff .after he has been 
elected.”) The Spanish people has not yet, liowever, 
.eipressed its wishes. (Remark : “ That \S the Aain 
ppint.”) The French Govemtnent do .not recognise the 
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negotiations in question, (Remark ; Tnere are no 
negotiations except^ig tTtose between Spain an4 t^^e 
eventual cand^ates for the throne.”) ^i^mmont there¬ 
fore. begged ^hat the discusi^on ’might be postponed, 
as •it was guirposeless fol' the moment. (Remark ; 

“ V*;pry.’^) The Fren^Jh (government wlhild maintain 
the neutral attitude which they hacT observed* up lo the 
present, hut would not permit a foreign Power to place 
a Prince upon the- Spanish throne, (“ Hardly any 
power entertains such an interrtibn,. ex«ept ’perhaps 
France,”) and endanger • th5 honour ' and dignity o^ 
France. ‘They trusted to the wi.sdom of the Germans, , 
(Remark : “ Has nothing to with it,”) and to the 

friendship -pf the. Spanish *p^:q:)le. (Remark : “ That , 
the m^|n point.”) ShorUcT/^ey*be deceived in their 
hopes they woujd do’fiieir dqty withoTut h^sjtatien Or 
weakness. (Remark : We also.”) 

Bucher .senfr^me a ^whole packet * of sketches for 
articles:— , ’ ’ * 

1. “ If ^paifi records h@r ^leciSion to establish 
government which* shall be peaceful, and *toler^^’. i» 
rejigious matters, ahd wMch may be expected tp be 
friendly 1^0 Germany, who^is also devoted to peace, can 
it be in our, ih^terest to prevent the •execution of that 
resolve, and for that purpose to take measures of 
doubtful legality ? Shall we, because of 'a tlpjeat .of 
w#jr made in ^jirsuit, of ai> arbitrary and dynastic 
object, take steps to frustrate § reorganisation of 
(Spanish affairs ‘advantageous to (Germany ? * Is it not 
rather an act of insolent presumption on the prfrt of 
France to address such a demaifd to Germany ? 'Ob¬ 
viously* France lac^ eitllhr tte courage or the means 
to* enfoixjfc her views at Madrid ; and it appears from 
Grammont’s speech * of. 4th of ^uly that in her 
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abger at what nas happened La Spain she is prepsJred 

t 9 jthrpw he»self upon Germarfy in 0 blind fit rage. 
That? speech is,to,a certain,extent a declination of* war. 
against the person of thfe Prince of Hohenzollern, in 
case he should decide to a^icejit the offer •^^the Spaifiah 
people. Fiian#e demands tha^t Pfpssia shall uiKlertake 
the office of policeifian. in case a German Prince who * 
, has attained ?iis majority shows a dis^io.sition to meet 
the wishes of the Spaniard.'ii. For a North.German 
Government to inteffore with a citizen who should wish 
ffo exercise his right to emiFrafce and adoj)t the Spani.sh 
, nationality woyld raise a very questionable pokit of law 
from a constitutional slyindpoint. • Even if such a 
, ppwer existed, the dignity'’ of Germaqy woujd demand 
that it slvould only be^ 'Jipplifd in her own ii terests. 
The calm. c&nsidtVation of those, interests isp not in the 
least affected by the warlike threats of a neighbouring 
State, whtbh, ihstead of arguments'; appeals to its 
400,<?00 soldiers: If France lays clainp in this manner 
^o the guardianship of^ ftdjoining nations^ the main- 
fconafiee of f)eaCe can for the latter be only a question 
of time, which may be decided af any moment. On 
Grammont’s appointrUent to the French Foreign Office 
it .was feared in many quarters that the choice by the 
Emperor Napoleon of a statesman who ’was only re¬ 
markable foi his personal impetuosity and his hostility 
to Germany indicated ac desire to sgdhre for him§glf 
greater liberty in breaking the peace. Unfortunately 
the haughty and aggressive tone of the Duke's speech 
is nbt "calculated to remove the apprehensions enter- 
tainfed at that time'. *He is not a minister of peace, but 
rather the instrument of h personal policy* which 
shrinks from no responsilfility. In itself tho question 
as to who is to be the lul^r. of 'Spaifi is not one for 
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which Germany would ^go to war. But tlie French 
demand that the German* Government, in ©pposiXion^to 
its cfwn interests, should put artificiaUdifiicultiea ih the 
way of the ^aniards manifests a d(y?th of self-conceit 
wBich scarcel;f any goveAiment amongst the indepen- 
de"iit States of Jifurcipe e^uld submit t?^ a^ the present 
day. We’ geek no quarrel, but <if any one tfies to force 
one upon us he jvill find us ready to go through with it 
to the liitter end.” • . , 

2. In, another article (there top itiuch material 

to be disposed of in one) t^e following consrdc^rations 
were to be developed. This was not to Ije communicated, 
to the ofiicial ortjans, but.cither to the Kolnische 
Zeiturig oft the Spenerscli^ 'IZeitung, while it was to 
given a curtailed foam /^o*Ilffhn’s Literal Bureau. 
“ If the caifdkl^tui'c bf»Alphonso had lip to the ptesftnt 
any prospect of suceoe^j in Spain, it would have been 
most prej udiciidly afiecyed l>y the foolish uproar raised 
in France, whh;h stamped' it with a French official 
character. .No worse SUrvfce *000101 be doyi5 tc^thai* 
Prince than to r«;present him as a Ffiencli cai.*iidute.. 
l^ontpensier had alrea^j^ suffered hnder the reproach 
that he ^as a Frenchman^ The*Bourbons had formerly 
been impose’cl^ upon the Spaniarol.?, anol had prefved 
themselves no blessing. The manner in which the 

succession to the throne is now discusstid in» France 
W)uld ofifend^ a, nation even less proud th«n* the 
Spaniards.” • 

• 3. “ Betwee^ti the years 1866* and 18^8, and par¬ 

ticularly before the fall of Isabella, France schemed a 
great deal against Germany with’Austria, Italy, and also 
with Spain. Those intrigues were set at nought by the 
Revolutibn of* September,. to which Count Bismarck 

referred when he said at. that time iji Parliament that 

• • 
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the danger of war, which hhd bgen very imipinent, Ifad 
beCii dispelldfl by an unforeseen e'^nt. So l<>ng as 
Ffance . maintain* hey warlike intenti^>n8 tow&rds • 
Germany, she will* ^esire to see 6n the Spanish throne 
a dynasty favourable to *those scheme^ possibly Sn 
Ultrampntaife dfie, as in case 4 >f aa attack on Germany 
it would rdake a di^erCnce of about 50,0Q6 men to 
‘France whether she had a benevolent or at Least a 
neutral neighbour on the other side* of the Pyrenees or 
cjpie whose attttu(Je mij^t be suspected. It is true that 
France* hhs nothing to fear dfreotly fcom Spain if the 
•French, bdio for‘the past eighty years have been finable to 
make up their own mir^ds, and^who cannot govern them- 
•selves, would give^ up the' httempt to - play tlie part of 
tutor to other nations.* the period 1848-^50 in 

France h® compared with that bf 1868fd870 in Spain, 
and the con^arison will not be to* the advantage of the 
natioi^ qui marche d la t^te d'e la civilisdtioru 

4. “ England is accustomed to look upon the 
■ ?3nyj£ula a dependency of 'her own,’ tAid doubtless 

b^RCTeythat her influence can be mote easily made to 
prevail in a state of insecurity chan under the rule of a 
powerful dynasty.. It is not wise of the English, to recall 
certain incidents of Spanish history, a cquree in which 
they are followed by the French newspapers. The 
Spfinisly version of the fiistory of the wars against the 
Firsif hfapoleon is very different t© the Ei5^1ish one. In 
Buen Reti^o every traveller is shown the site of a once 
prosperqus j^orcelain manufactory, which wg^s needlessly , 
burned to the ground by the British allies of Spain.” 

5. Still another subject. Very., pleased with the 
article in the Spenersche Zeitung (this was addressed to 
m^)P Please again call attention in a solnCwh^t similar 
manner to the impetuosity of GrEmmorft therein referred 
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tcK What^ is the real aground for all this alarm ? A 

paragf&ph in the Offence Havas to the effect fehat^he 
affafir had h«en settled without the Coticurrenoe of the 
Cortes. It *13 probable- that the ^french. Govemixient 
i^elf had thiS paragraph ins&rted, and it was, moreover, 
concocted in coihple^ igrjorance of the Radish Cpnstitu- 
tion and of the laws governing the election of a King. 
This, Mvhich wa,j the only new feature, was a barefaced’ 
invention. It had* already been mentioned i,n all the 
papers tJiat Prim’s .speech o^ the 11th, of Juno referre^d 
to the Prince of- Ilohen^ollern, and, that had caused no 
excitement in France. Is the present *agitatidn then a 
co^ip monte 1: Does the Jfreftch Government insist upon 
a ‘ row ’ % Has' Louis ILginbleon chosen Grammont* in 
ordei^o pick a quarrel with us ? ' At any ra^e he has been, 
unskilful in his treatment of this question. The general 
moral to be drawn tts often as possible is : the French 
Government i5, after all, not quite so shrewd as^people 
believe. The«*French have succeeded in many things 
with the assistance of '300,000 soVii^rs, aucT oy^g«^ 
that success they* are regarded as immensely cleAfUr. '"‘‘Is 
.that really so ? Circuiffstances show that it is nott” 

July* 10^/i, cnemVi^.-^-Received a, further series of 
sketches and drafts for articles from Bucher, who acts as 
the mouthpiece of the Chancellor’s views and intentions. 

1. For the Sjyenersche or Kolnische Those 
•foreign Pow<llt»that are not'concerned in the diffidences 
respecting the Spanish throne are as desiroug to maintain 
•peace as Germany herself Their influence vill, how¬ 
ever, be neutralised by Grammont’s ill-considered threats. 
Should the Genpan Gojemjnents consider the security 
of offr frontier to be seriously threatened, they would 
hcarcel^ co'rile to a decision without convoking 
Parliament.” 
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2. “ The French are rfinnii^ amuck lilje a MaTay 
wlsD has got Into a rage and rushes Ohrough the streets 
dagger in hand,•foaming at* the mouth, stjibbing ct^ery • 
one who happens fo cross Iiis path. If France is mad 
enougli to regard Germany*as a fit object for a vicaridlis 
whipping, nathfhg will restrai^i her, and the result ’v\ull 
be that she*wiH herself receive a personal castigation.” 

3. “ The semi-official journals in Paris pretend that 
iUttention has been attracted cthere' by the numerous 
cjpher despatches e^fchanged between Beylin and 
Madrid, find that j:hey have" been clever enough to 
decipher* them. • We do not know whether many^ de¬ 
spatches have passed between the two capitals mentioned, 
lint we remember a communication which was made to 
Parliament'some time ago by*; Count Bismarck, ac^yi'ding 
to ‘which cthe ciplier sy^stem of'our Foreign Office is 
based on a vocabulary of about :20,000 words, each one 
of wdiich is represented Iry a group of figures.arbitrarily 
effiosen. It is imjrossible to. ‘ decipher ’ s’ich a sy^stem in 
ihiJ fivjpre w,^y as those brsetl on' an altered ‘alphabet and 
oGicr oid methods. In order to read such a despatch, it 
is essQutial to have the vocabidaTy. l)oes the cleverness 
on which the Pirrisians pride themselves consi.st in 
having .stolen the key to our ciphers ? This would be 
in contradiction with the original statement that the 
Prince orf Holienzollern’s candidature first became knowm 
through a communication from Prim. If would, therey- 
fore, appear that the official press wants to clear the 
Governrnenh of the reproach of incapa'city by a subc 
sequent invention, acting qn the maxim that it is 
better to be taken for a rogue than h fool.” 

4. “ According to a private telegram from Paris to 
the Merliner Boersen Zeitung, our Ambassadiit there, 
together with the .second Secretary of Sinbassy, left for 
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Eibs on receipt of a Note delivered tc^im immediately 
after 4he Cabinet#Coun*cil at Saint Cloud. Wje h#ve 
made inquiri^ in the proper quarterns, to the accuracy 
of this repo^, and have, received the*following answer ; 
Nbte delivej'^. ‘ Not a’ shadow ol truth. Werth'er’s 
jdiirney was deoidech upoij and announdld in Paris long 
before the ^agitation began.’ ” • * ^ 

5.. “ As wa^ already known, Prim intended thks. 
year, as on previous occasions, to visit Vichy. Th^s 
would h’^ve led to a meeting btft’^'een^ hknself and the 
Emperor Napoleon and if dtscussion^of the succession to 
the Spanish throne. It is also reported that the Prince, 
of Hohenzollern was not induipospd to try confidentially 
to bring Vibout .an understanding with the Emper,qf, 
All t]|^ has been rendercid impossible by‘the abrupt 
tone of the l^uc de ‘Grammont. As Primes visit* to 
Vichy has long since been announced in the newspapers, 
and the near relationslijp as well a.s the personal friend¬ 
ship which hitherto existed between the Prince of 
Hohenzollcra abd the Efnpcroik renclered botlrine^iq gs.^ 
probable, it is hm-d to avoid the su^icion tlihi-^t^lse 
Prench Goveri\ment, df»*uling insui*mountable dojjieatic 
difiicultips, desires to inl^ame French v'anity in favour 
of a war, wliiph would at the samd time promote 'the 
dynastic views of the Empress Eug4nie.” 

Jtdy 12.th .—Received from* Secretary' Wolknan* a 
aote from Bu/her in Varzin nvhich is intended me. 
It has been sent to the Secretary of State, in order that 
Ije should say’*^hether there is ♦any obj^tion to its 
being used in the press. ^ .He has no objection, and 
so it goes to the tiewspapers. * It runs as follows : 

The.*Impardal publisnes a letter from Paris to the 
effect thfcit the furious article in the Conutituti^nriel 
reproaching Prince Hohefizollern j^ith his relation- 
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ship to Murat, ^as beerp revised by tbe. Emperor 
bigi8elj[.” m • o 

In the ev^iijpg the Minister retuigied. He is 
dressed in plain cMthes* and looks' very well. 

July —Called early^ to the CMef. I am to 

wait until ai6ti»Sement appear^ in tlie press to the eflbct 
that tbe rftnunciatioh of Prince Hohcnzollefn was in 
. consequence of pressure from Ems, and then to contra¬ 
dict it. “ In the meantime (said* the Minister) the 
Norddeiltsclifi shoukS’ caily say that the Prince’s present 
decision has not been altogether unexpected. When 
he accepted the, throne wiiich had been oifered to him 
he had obviously not foreseen that his decision would 
,(jCcasion so much excitenuii'it in Paris. For.morc than 
thirty years past thC' I’e.Ctf- relations existed klitween 
Napoleon aiid thdlohenzollern ftlmily ^Prince Leopold 
could not, therefore, have appr^kended any antipathy 
to his candidaturb on the part of the Emperor. As his 
candidature suddenly became known after the Cortes 
-ha.d^ been- adjourned tilt November, it mjiy well have 
n’ssumed that there would be time enough in the 
interval to sound the Em].)er'or as to his views. Now 
that this assumption (here the Chancellor began to 
speak more slowly as if he were dictating), which, up 
to the acceptonce of the Crown by the Prince, was still 
quite lfgitim%,te, had proved to be partly erroneous, it 
was 'Scarcely probable that the .Prince, awould, on his 
own responsibility, be disposed to cope .single handed 
with the sfqrm which his decision had raised, and might 
yet rUise, in \dew of the apprehensions of war of the 
whole Europead world, and the hifluence brought to 
bear upon him from London and Brussels. Even a 
portion of the responsibility of involving Irtie great 
European nations., not only* in one Var, but possibly in 
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a aeries of. wars, would weigk very heavily upon a man 
who coiild not claiil4 to liave assumed it a« part.of l^e 
duty of the l^oyal office which he had, already accepted. 
That was mo^e than could whll be expected of a Prince 
who only gceupied a ji^iva-te position. It was the 
offensive tone ‘^f .Grai^mont that fiione prevented 
Prussia frbm exercising her influen’ce with the Prince. 

Thp followii^ is to be published in other papers : . 
“ It capnot be denied .that a Spanish Government 
disposed' to promote the cause of J)eaco mid to abstain 
from conspiring with Fi\\nce w^ould be of considerable 
value to us. But if, some fourteen. days ago, the, 
Emjieror Napoleon had addrejiscd^ himself confidentially 
to Berlin,-, or indicated that* the affair was attractijig, 
attenf^n, Prussia, inste^X^of ' iniopting an ’ indifferent 
attitude, woul(| have w-opci'ated in‘.’[lacifyip^ public 
opinion in Paris. The situation has been entirely 
altered through the aggressive tone’ of Gramniont’s 
speech, and th^ direct demands addressed to the'King, 
who is staying in privacy at'Ejjis fbr the benefit of Ips . 
health, unaccomjianied by a single 'Miiiister,...i,jiiie 
Majesty rightly dcclin^ii,*to accede* to these dcigands. 
That incident has created so ' much indignation in 
Germany, that many jieople feel disjtppointed at Prhice 
Leopold’s renunciation. At any rate, the confidence in 
the peaceful intentions of Franeb has been So thqj-oughly 
^aken that iy^^ill tal>;c a considerable time to>rostorc 
it. If commerce and trade have .been injured by the 
evidence whictl^has shown us wlmt a den^bf brigands 
we have to deal with in France, the people of that 
country must fasten* the res^nsibility'ou the personal 
regime under which they*at present live.” 

The •Minister also desires it to lie ineidei\tally 
remarked in the ifon-official press t^at of the South 
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Grerman Courts those of Mtinich and Karlsruh had gin^en 

tl?« most saliisfactory declarations in(.this affair, "vohile on 
the Other hand that of Stuttgart, had ex^pressed itself 
evasively. ^ ^ ^ » 

Finally, I am to commuiiicate to orfe, of the local 
papers that» C^nt Bi.smarck^ihas Jjeert sent for to Jims 
to consult ^dth the King as to summoning Farliament. 
Breaking off a cure which he was ^undergoiijg, the 
phancellor has remained in Berlin in order fo awaiit 
there the further' instructions of his Majesty, or 
ultimaj;ely to return to Varzin? The Count then added : 
“ Later*on I will call for you several times, as* there is 
something more to bo pre,pared for the Norddeutsche. 
,yie shall now be shortly interrupted.” "Lhe Crown 
Prince arrived five minute#, afferw'ards and hac]\vi long 
interview^ with t3ie Minister. \ ‘ 

July —Our newsjjapers to call attention to the 

loyal attitiide of \Vurtembcrg, “ which ^in consequence 
of a misunderstanding has been reprejjented in some 
j^pji,rnals tis^ evasive.” j_ •, , 

\5fh. —I am to send the following dementi to 
Wolf.s Telegraphic Agency fov. circulation : “ The news 
published by the ’ Spenersche Zeitung respecting the 
opening of Parliament is not quite accurate. It was 
proposed a week ago by the Chancellor while in Varzin 
that it*should be convoked as soon as the Government 
Bill# -were ready for subinissioi^ to if;, o His MajesJ^ 
shares this view, and the Federal Council has accordingly 
been sumn^oned for .to-morrow, Saturday, morning to 
consider those measures.” 

Ifa the evening the‘Chancellor dictated an article for 
the Kreuzzeitung on tire confusion by the ^public 
between personal and priVafe proceedings ■ of the King 
and his ofl&cial atjts. It ran as foUowa : “It appears 
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frorft the Mezaredo pamp]^let Chat the Hereditary Prince 
of • Hoh«nzollern irWormed the King at Ema of ULs 
acceptance of the offer of the* Spanish •throne, pcobably 
towards the ^nd of Jiroe^ His Majesty was then at 
Eirfe for the piApose of tak!ng»tlxc waters, and certainly 
not. with the intention of cfirrying on bu!??neSs of State, 
as none of *ltis hfinisters had Ixecn summonfCd thither. 
As a matter of only so much has become public 

respecting the King's reply to the communication of. 
the Hereciitary Prince (it was in *tlTe f<jriA of a letter, 
written in his Majjesty’s o^ui hand) that the Sovereign 
was not pleased at the news, although he did n’ot feel 
called upon to offer any opposkionc In the whole affair 
no State rfetion ®f any k^ci^ has been taken. This, 
constit^ional aspect of the .s/tuatfon does not’appear to 
harve been pfopt^ly apj^teciated up to'the present m 
public discussions of tire question. The position of the 
King in his privtite correspondence was confounded witli 
his position as Ij^ad of the ►tjtatc, and it was forgotten 
that in the latter capacity' according io tjio Coqstituti^j*^ 
the co-operation of* the Ministry is necessary to edn^ 
stffute a State action. liT^js only the French Calanet 
that appet^rs to have thoroyghly realisecj this distinction, 
•inasmuch as it brought the whole force of its diplomacy 
to bear upon the person of the Sovereign, who was 
staying at a watering-phice for the sake o^ his health, 
an^ whose privflta life was not protected by the*fl^ual 
etiquette, in order to force him under ofhcial pressure 
jn^> private nc^tiations which might aft^waj'ds be 
represented as arrangements,wjth the Government.’^ 

July 19th. —About? an hoiyr after Hie opening of 
Parlianifent in the Royal Palace (1.45 p.m.) Le Sourd, 
the Frendh Chargd d’Affai^es, delivered Napoleon’s 
declaration of war at hhe‘Foreign Office 
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Towards 5 o’clock in tfhe evening I W 9 .S callecf to 
bhff Ministerf who was in his gardeft. ■ After s^rching 
for him. for some time I saw him coming, through* one* 
of, the long .shady ^alleys to _ ^e* left which led to the 
entrance in the Koniggrsltzer Strasse. *He was bran¬ 
dishing a b% stick. His figttre stood * out against the, 
yellow evening suu^iine like a picture painted on a 
gold ground. He stopped in his wall| as I came up to 
Jiim, and said ; “I wish you -to wfite something in the 
J^reuzzeiUing'.agfCinst *the Hanoverjan nobles. ^ It must 
come J’rom the provinces, frbm a nobleman living in 
the country, an Old Prussian—very blunt, sorhewhat in 
this style : It is reported •that certain Hanoverian nobles 
«lmve endeavoured to find'^i^pts and .spies irt'the North 
Sea for Ff(mch nien-of-waA The arrests mad^^ithin 
t^e Tas1;i few days with the assistance «of 'the military 
authorities are understood to connected with this 
affair. The conduct of thos6 Hanoverians is infamous, 
and I certainly express,.the sentiments of all my 
•rtsi^hboui^ whe;i T pufr- tlie following 'qfleetions to the 
^BffRtA^erian nobles who sympathise ^ith those traitors. 
Have they any doubt, I woulp ask them, that a man.of 
honour could nof now regards such men as entitled to 
demand honourable satisfaction by arms whether their 
unpatriotic action was or was not undertaken at the 
bidding of Bling George ? Do, they not, as a matter of 
coiftSe, consider that an affair of honeiA' with them*is 
altogether out of the question, and should one of them 
be impudent enough to propose suclT* a„ thing, woifl^, 
the^ not have him turned out of the house by the 
servants or eject "him 2 ^opr^ rhanu after having, of 
course, put on a pair of gloves to handle hirrt with ? 
Ar« they not convinced that such misilr^nt# can oidy 
be properly desoj^ibed by Ihe ^oo& Oli Prussian 
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Hui^dsi^ott *(^urvy, infaijious* rogues), and that their 

treason ^as branded^ their posterity to th(^ third. aiJd 
fourth generations with indelible disgrace ? I beg them 
to answer theae questioils.” . 

^vening.~^rx an article*in *the LihertS of the 18th 
jnstant, that papter reminis Italy that ^h^ owes her 
liberation ta France, and that m 1866 it w&s France 
who brought aboi^t the Italian alliance with the Berlin 
Cabinet. It then maintaine that, in view of the serious- , 
ness of approaching eyents, Victor Emniapu^l, with truly ^ 
chivalrous sentiment, has dot for a moment hesitated to 
assure the French of his unconditional support. * With 
reference to this article our papers ohould observe : “ Up 
to the present the FrencJ> have played the part o£, 
masteJ^to the whole world, abd Belgium, Spaib, and the 
King of Prussia* have turn experienced theijr Arro¬ 
gance. Their behavioift was somewhat ^like that of the 
Sultan towards his Khedive, it was a kind of megalo¬ 
mania based pp«ati the bayonet. Their presumption is 
now beginning to waver, so thej» court tho as^j^tance,*«£.» 
those good friends ‘whom Ji-hey pretend to kavo pladed^ 
under obligations to therfhi’ • 

The Minister subsequently dictated .the following, to 
be worked up for the German newspapers outside Berlin, 
such as the Kolnische Zeitung, and for the English and 
Belgium journals : “According to confidential commuifi- 
wltions from IfSyal Haooveriah circles, amongst•bflier 
decisive factors which led the French to the declaration 
io6war, were the reports sent to Parts by Colonel^toffel, 
the Military Plenipotentiary in i^rlin. ^ Stoffel’s infor¬ 
mation was, it appeaire, lejs a<yurate than abundani, as 
none of those who supplied him with it being prepared 
to forego %he paymeij*^ from him merely 

because they lyui notlfing *to say, glihey oecasionally 

• K 
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invented the news of whfth tlj^ey warranted'the corfect- 
nfcss.o The'Plenipotentiary had, it iisaid, been feiformed 
that the arming <of the Prassian infantry, h»oth as regards 
rifles and .ammunition, was^ at present ^undergoing a 
thorough transformation, tind that Consequently a 
moment sO fflvourable as (the present for attacking 
Prussia w’buld hardly occur again, inasmuqh as on the 
completion of this change the Prussian^armaments would 
, have been unassailable.” ^ 

2. “ It n'ow, appettrs to be beyond all doubt that the 
French Governmeijt was awale of the candidature of the 
Prince of Hohenzollern for months past, that they 
carefully promoted b and foolishly imagined it would 
< .serve as a means of isohit^ng Prus.sia and creating a 
division ib Germany.'* Nd trustworthy inform^tOn has 
been received as yet as to whether anddio\V far Marshal 
Prim had prepared the way for^this intrigue, in agree¬ 
ment with' the Fmperor Napoleon. But doubtless that 
point will ultimately be,, cleared up l^v history. The 
•^.au4.den disappearance of Spain from the pblitical field as 
’•fcfnoir-^s the dift’erences between France and Prussia broke 
out gives matter for reflectioriind suspicion. It cannot 
but be regarded as .strange tljftt after the zeal ^hown by 
the Spanish Government in the matter of the Hohen- 
zollern candidature had been raised to boiling point it 
should hav?5 suddenly'fallen below zero, and that the 
relANons of Marshal Prim to the FrenehVCabinet should 
now appear to be gf the most friendly character, while 
the Spaniards seem" no longer to feePany irritation 
the interference of France their internal affairs.” 

■ 3 . “ Kumours were circulated‘this afternoon to the 

» The loyal Hanoverian circles did not tell the truth in thL matter. 
Stoflel’s roporte were, on the whole, good, and he himself ifas a man of 
respectable character. 
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effeA that former French *Military Plenipotentiary, 
Baron Stoffel, had b^n insulted in the streetT On closer 
kiquify it wask ascertained that some hndividuale who 
knew Stoffel 4'ollowed him in the street, and on his 
rea^ing^ his hSuse^ struck 'the* door with their sticks. 
J'he police intervt^ed •energetically on the’*firlt repprt of 
this matter and have taken measAires to prervent a repe¬ 
tition of such eon^luct and to provide that Baron Stoffel 
shall not be interfered" with *011 his departure this ey^ening. • 
Excesses of this descjription aj:e, howeveu, highly repre- , 
hensible, even when they 'are confiriied to words. • The 
former representatives of France are under the protection 
of international law and of fhe'honbur of Germany until 
they have oro.ssed 1:110 front^pr*’ _ • • 

—Keudell asked me this njprnin^ if I knew 
Rasch, tnc jourmilist, aijd if I could say whero he ‘was 
now to be found, in Beflin or elsewherCj I replied that 
I had seen him'in Schleswig in 1864, afterwards^at a 
table d’hote at»the Hotel Wieissberg, in the Dessauer 
Strasse, where* he lodged at tli^ end of Fi^lyuary. 
knew nothing mor<?yboutJiim, but had heard that he* 
was extremely conceited, 4l«io8t to the point of madness 
—a politiaal visionary who»dcsired to y>nvert the whole 
world to republicanism. I was not aware of his where¬ 
abouts in Berlin, liut would make inquiries at WeLs.sberg’s. 
Keudell told me to hunt him up and ask him wheth& 
he* would go to‘Garibaldi and ilrge him to undertake an 
expedition against Rome, at the same* time cariying him 
jai^ney from ug. ^ pointed out that Rasch was perhaps 
too vain to keep his own counsel. Keudell consoled 
himself with the idea that he .would doubtless prove a 
good patriot. I declined to treat with Rasch in the 
matter, as^ could not speak to him in my own name but 
in that of the Forfeign Office, and that* could be better 
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done by some official of "higher rank, whQi, would ifiake 

a**greater ifJipression upon Rasch. If^Keudell se%med to 
recognise the justice of this view, I mad<* inquiries and' 
was able to report on the same hvening that Rasch was 
staying at Weissberg’s. * ^ ^ » 

Called lo file Minister iri> the overling. He showei^ 
me an extract from the"I^cUio7ial Zeitung, and observed; 
“They say here that the English wofild not allow the 
French^to attack Belgium, r Well and good, but how 
does that help.the^elgiaps if the,protection .comes too 
late ?c If Germany were once defeated (which God 
forbid 1) the English would not be able to assist the 
Belgians in the leaSt, but might, on the contrary, be 
'thankful if they^them3eHes.iremained‘safe in London.” 

I am further to call attention to the “ mtbiher in 
which,France is begging for • help OI^ all sides—that 
great warlike nation which makds so much parade of its 
victories, representing them as having always been won 
solely by the force of its.own arms. Thev go begging 
thahexpression) t* Italy, to Denmark, to Sweden, 
*an‘d' above all to the German Sta.tes, to whom they 
promise the same brilliant.wlestiny which they have 
already prepared for Italy—.political independence and 
financial ruin.” . - 

Called up to the ^Minister again later. I am to 
Secure the insertion of the foUowirfg in the non-official 
GeVlrtan papers and in the Belgian and' English press : 
“ The English Government observe their neutrality in 
connection with the war that has now"' broken out in ^ 
liberal and conscientioua spirit. They impartially 
permit both sides to purchase holses and munitions of 
war in England. It is unfortunate, however, that 
France alone can avail herself of this Kberalfty, as will 
appear from a gJance at tKe geographical position of the 
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two*bountrie8 and from the suJ)eriority of the "French at 

sea. Tllen quote- ^hat feeffter (the book %nu8t be 4n 
the library) h§s to say on this kind of neutrality,* and 
observe that tjbie English jjurists describe it rnore tersely 
as •fraudulent''beutrality.’’* • 

*July 2Zrd .—^Calljed tt) the MinisWr •five times 
to-day. Th^ press should urge the prose<?ution and 
seizure,of Rothan, an Alsacian who speaks German, 
hitherto French Charge ji’Affaires at Hamburg, who^ 
has beenl a zealous spy and ifisftument of French 
intrigue in North .Germany, and whq is now understood 
to be wandering along the coast between, the Elbe and 
Ems, as also that of the ex-Hanaverian officer, Adolf 
von Kielnlansegg^ respect ing -nvliom further particula^^, 
are t®foe obtained fronr,tltfe Ministry of thfe Interior. 
The C(mnt filrtl^er want!? the press to give a l^st of the 
names of the Bavarian members of Parliament who 
voted for the cteutrality of that State in tHe national 
war, mentioning their professions biit without* any 
further remarks.* “ Give "it firsi in ^rass,” (iTe., 
deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung,) he adde’d. * “You wilh 
find such a list amongst* the docu'ments. The com¬ 
plaints a^ to the manner ip which* Eugjand understands 
neutrality nuisf be continually renewed. The English 
Government does not forbid the export of horses, though 
only France can avail herself of* that facility. QoHiors 
ajQ allowed to load at Newcastle and to supply fuel«fo# the 
French men-of-war cruising in the IJorth Sea. English 
.c^rtridgn factofles are working for the Frpnch army 
under the eyes of the Government, In German3^ the 
painful feeling has become more *an*d rflore widespread 
that, under Lord Granville, England, while nominally 
maintainiEig neutrality, favours France in the macner 
in which it is really observed.” 
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About 11 P.M. I was'agai^ called to tite Minister. 
Tbe reports ^respecting the English ^boal ships l5b be at 
once'sent by e <3hancery attendant toc Wolf’s Tele-> 
graphic Agency for circulation, to the newspapers. 

In this connection may be mentioned an EmbajSsy 
report froiA Bbndon, dated tthe 80tlr of July, to the, 
following * effect : Lorfl Granville had „ asked the 
Ambassador if he had not stirreel up khe authorities in 
Berlin against the English Government. The reply was 
in the negative.^ The’Ambassador had only carried out 
his instructions. Eublic opinion in Germany influenced 
the Go'C'crnmcnt, just as the German press influenced 
public opinion. The‘manner in which neutrality was 
> tibserved on the part of Eiigl^.nd had excited the greatest 
indignation in Germany. '',Tbe action of the ^^glish 
Ghverninpiit, which indeed recbgnised that Frahce was 
in the wrong, but failed to give expression to that con¬ 
viction, was also bitterly resented there. • Granville 
replied that once it had bc.en decided ta. remain neutral 
neutrality must be<maintained in evefy res^Xict. If 
'jhe export of contraband of war \tore forbidden, the 
French would regard it as an<uct of one-sided hostility, 
while at the same time it wyjild ruin English trade in 
the branches affected by such prohibition, alid favour 
American manufacturers. For the present, everyone in 
Englapd approved of the maintenance of neutrality, 
and Therefore in a general way no chainge was possible 
in these matters. . At the same time, the English 
Government was ready, in case of eoi]?plaints jreachipg 
them in an official way rejecting any acts of illegality, 
to institute an inquiry ipto the facts and secure the 
punishment of the guilty parties. It did not seem 
impossible to prevent the •supply of Englislt coal to 
French men-of-waj. Next" Monday a BiU was to be 








submitted tcv Parliament for t£e amendment of .the laws 
regulatAg neutram-y. The report co^^cluded %& 
follows : “ England is in msfny respects* well disposed 
towards us, bat will for^the .present remain neutral. If 
we^mak§ furth^er ptta.cks fepoh English j^Dublic opinion 
.through our ofEcial • pres.1 in connecti^ Vdth. these 
grievances, it will serve no purpose but to conjure up 
future <lifficultiej. Granville is not what we might 
desire, but he is not prejudiced against us. ^e may. 
become s©, however, if he is further, provoked by us. 
We can hardly succeed in *overthro\\*ing him, and if we 
did his probable successor would in alt likelihood be 
much worse than himself”. • 

2ith .—f am in.'^t^cJe^l by the Count to seiad' 
an a!^^le to the I^dlmscfie Zeitung^ respecting the 
Dutch coal qwestion. ,* He gave me the following 
information on this .subject : “ Ilolhpid asked us to 

again permit t*lie passage of Prussian coal dowp the 
Rhine, and ipqwested that a -large tran.sport of Rhenish 
coal intendetl*for Holland shouM bo alloiverl^. tp pass.t?ke 
frontier. It was c^jly used iq factories, and tin?* 

Government of the Netherlands would prohibrt its 
re-exportatiori. Prussia willingly agfieed to this, but 
shortly afterwtrrds it was ascertained that foreign vessels 
were, being loaded with coal iq Dutch ports, and the 
Government of the Netherlands subsequently informed 
us •that in promising t(5 pi'cveht the re-exportaticfn*Ihey 
h£id overlooked the circumstance that their tj;eaty with 
■Fiance .did not permit this. Thereupon as a matter of 
course the export of Prussian coal to Holland Was 
prohibited. In the* interval, however, they seem to 
have loured a sufficient supply in Holland to provide 
the Frendi fleet* /or q considerable time. That is a very 
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suspicious method of obs^rvin^ the neutraUty pronfised 
the gentremen at the Hague.” ^ • • 

Bucher brings me the following paragraph from the 
Chief, which is to be inserted in the Spenevsche Zeitung, 
or some other non-officiai ot^an, and afCferwards in'the 
North Gerfna^ CorrespondeAce : o“ In 1851 a literary^ 
gamin in Paris was commissioned to conjur^ up the Red 
Terror in a pamphlet, which proved vfcry useful, to the 
^•resident Louis Napoleon, enabling’ him to escape from 
a debtors’ prisop'.ahd ascend the Imperial throne. The 
Due de Grammont now tries to raise tlie Spanish Terror 
in ord^r to save the Emperor from the necessity oi 
accounting for the hiindred millions which he diverted 
■ <fpom the State Treasury *11110 his private purse. The 
literary gentleman in question was made a ^>?efect. 
IrVhat reward can Grammont haVo had in view ?'’ 

Evening .—The Minister wishes an article to be pre¬ 
pared for 'circulation in the German press describing 
the French and French ..policy under the Emperor 
N'»poleoh.^ This is to be first sent to' the Spjenersche 
Zeitung, wliile the Literary Bureati is to secure the 
insertion of the principal points in a condensed formdn 
the Magdeburg „papers and, a number of the smaller 
journals to-morrow. The Count said> (literally) : 
“ The French are not so astute as people generally 
thinkr As ‘'a nation ttey resemble certain individuals 
ambngst our lower clashes. They aee narrow-minded 
and brutal,—great physical force, boastful and insolent, 
winning the admiration of men of their o’wm stamit 
through their audacity and violence. Here in Germany 
the French are also 'copsidered clever by persons who 
do not think deeply, and their Ministers are regarded 
as fgreat statesmen becauee of their* lusotfent inter- 
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ference in* Jhe aff^s the whole world, and their 
desire rule evfcywhere. Audacity is •always Hn- 
•presSive. Paople think thehr success* i» due to.shrewd 
political csdonlation, bVit- it is actually duQ to nothing 
else thg,n th^ fact that ^ they always keep 300,000 
soldiers ready to* back up fceir policy. Theft alone, and 
not their political intelligence,* has enabled them to 
carry things witj such a high hand. We must get rid 
of this fiction. . . .*. In .political affairs the French are 
in the fullest sen^e of tlje word a, narrow-minded 
nation. They have no Idea how things look outside 
of France, and learn nothing about it in their‘schools. 
The French educational esjtabWshnients, for the greater 
glor^of '•Franc<5, leavew^elr^ j^jupils in the crassest. 
igno^Bce as to everything .beyond her frontiers, and so 
they have not the slig^itest knowledge of thei^ ileigh- 
bours ; that is the ‘case with the ^ Emperor, or at 
least he is hot much better, to say nothing of 
Grammont, , w<ho is an ass.. {limdvieh). Napoleon is 
ignorant at*bottom, although has been ^ t^ucatecWin 
German schools, ‘^is ‘ CJgesar ’ was^intended to conced? 
that fact. He has forgcfctton everything. His policy 
was always sfupid. Thet-^rimean War was against the 
interests of* France, which demanded an alliance or at 
least a good understanding with Russia. It was the 
same with the war in Ifialy. There he created riVal 
in* the Mediterranean* North Africa, Tunis, &e.*,* who 
may one day prove dangerous. The Italian^ people are 
ijiuch more gifted than the French, only leae numerous. 
The war in Mexico and the attitude adopted in 1866 
were blunders, and Houbtless^in storming about as they 
do atr present the French feel conscious that they have 
committjftd andther blunder. ” » 

Jtdy 25iA.^—At 11 o’clock this morning Count 
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Bismarck and his family took the ftoly Cotfimunion at 


th3ir resideiffee. He asked whether aify one in out' bureau 
desired, to join* them, but tio one offered^ to do so. 1“ 
was for a nc^omenf tempted, but feconsiderfid the matter. 
It might look as if I wished fb reepmpicnd. myself. 

Copies ^f ^he BenedettC draft treaty are sent to o 
Auber (the French Pre.SS Agency) and Heide. 

July '2Jth .—It is to be stated either in the» JVord!- 
deutsche or the Spenersche Zeituug that secrecy 
respecting con6den):ial communications between great 
Statesois, as a rule, more careTully observed and main¬ 
tained 'than the public imagines. Nevertheless, th^ 
French misrepresentation* of Prussia’s attitude in tjefe 
-affair of the candidature'^fc*- the Spitnish throne.‘*‘^in 
Grammont’s despatch of the 2*1 st of -Tuly) obli|Fu the 
authbrifies here to disregard these consideration^ of dis¬ 
cretion. Benedetti’s propo.sal has therefore been pub¬ 
lished and it may be followed by other documents of 
the same description. The- Count concluded his direc- 
tians as follows; “We Wre at least entitled'to tell the 
•hruth with discretion in presence bf such indiscreet 
lies.”" 


i?bi 


Bucher brings me from tbe Minister the following 
sketch of a paragraph for the press : “The despatch of 
the Due de Grammont, the full text of which now lies 
before; us, is a desperate attempt to prove that the 
orighl "of the situation which they have themselves 
created was the Hohenzollern candidature, and to con¬ 
ceal the motive whi<3h they confessed on-many otheir 
occasions—namely, the conquest by France of the left 
bank of the Rhine an<i of Belgium.' The incohaisteney 
of the whole assertion is made clear by the circunfetance 
that* the offer of the SpaniA throne to/the Hereditary 
Prince of HohenzoUem was first made ii\ a letter dated 



the* 14th of^ Februyy of^ the'’present year. Therefore, 
there csAi be no oolnection between this cfSer and flhe 
eonversations^n March, 1869?between Benedetti and Von 
Thile, which •were the^ o.utcohae of aspiratipns or pro¬ 
posals frequelHly ventilaited nn the press (also with 
reference to Prince Frederick Charles).® Ih 1851 the 
President * JLiOuis Napoleon succeeded in’ obtaining 
eredenne both at^omc and abroad for certain fictions, so 
long as that was necessary for the attainment of his 
Dbject. The fiction which is^now’cifcula,ted, at a some¬ 
what late hour, to the efieijt that thft Prince of Hohen- 
zollern was the candidate of Prussia’ is refitted in 
e^yance by the fact, which has bfeen well known for a 
loE ^fc^ti me, ‘-that the Prustjian Grovernment as well as the- 
officilfcof the Confederatiod, ha^ absolutely’no know¬ 
ledge ^ or donpection „With, the Spanish proposal: It 
was resolutely opposed'“by his Majesty the King, as the 
head of the. Hohenzollern family, until last June, when 
at Ems he reluptantly withdrew his opposition when it 
was represented to him that oti^erwise Spain “^ould fall 
into the hands of the Repi^licaus. We find! it difficult' 
ta understand what interest the French Government 
can have, in circulating <jjuch lies nojv that war has 
actually broken out. The attempt of the Due de 
Grammont to conjure up the spectre of a restoration of 
Charles V.’s monarchy can only be explamed by the 
CMHjaplete isolation of the French mind. That app&fttion 
had no sooner manifested itself than^ it vanished before 
tl^ angry contempt of public opinion, which resented 
being supposed capable of such credulity.” 

The Chancellor desires to, see the following con¬ 
siderations reproduced in the evening papers : “ The 
Benedetti*"document is by nc* means the only one deaMng 
with the matter In qu^tioh. Negotiations were also 
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carried on by others, as, for insj;ance,»y Princfe Napofeon 
difi'ing his s^ay in Berlin. Since Fren'ch diplomacy was 
ignorant enough fo believehihat a GermanoMinister who* 
followed a national policy could for a moment think of 
entertaining such proposals, ft had oiily ftself to thapk 
if it was beiboied wi^i its owb schemes so long as such 
fooling appeared calcula‘ted to promote the maintenance 
of peace. Even those who pursue tlie most ignorant 
and narrow-minded policy must ultimately come to 
recognise that they have hoped for. and demanded im¬ 
possibilities. The ‘bellicose temper wliich now prevails 
in Paris dates from such recognition. The hopes 0 % 
German statesmen that they would be able to beh^ 
the French until a peaceful was establisho^ in 

France by some, transformation of- her despoticp^nsti- 
tution have unfortunately not been realitsed. Pyovidence 
willed it otherwise. Since w*e can no longer maintain 
peace it is not necessary now to preserve silence. For 
we preserved silepce solely in order to promote the 
cdhtinuance, and, if posStble, the permanency, of peaceful 

'^relations.”.The Minister co,n’cluded : “ You can 

add,‘ too, that the question cf French Switzerland was 
also mentioned in the negotiations, and. that it was 
hinted that in Piedmont they knew quite well where 
the French, districts begin and the Italian districts 
leave off.” 

July 28f^.—I see the original of ^enedetti's draft 
treaty, and I am t6 receive a photographic copy of it 
similar to*that which has been prepared for distributi©n 
amongst foreign Gpv^nments. 

Bucher handed me the following sketch of ein article, 
received by him from the Minister, which is to' be in- 
serlfced in some organ not a|l)parently connected with the 
Govemiaent: “'Those who now holH ^power in Spain 
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declSre thatr t^iey do At wish to interfere in the conflict 
between^Germany -am# France, because the l&tter migh4 
oreatS internakdifficulties for"^ them. They allow. Bona¬ 
parte to prohib^ their election of the King their ow;n 
choice. .They llook on caliMy ’ with folded arms while 
pther nations go to war ovet a difference ftiat) has arisen 
out of a que^ion of Spanish domestic interest.’’ We had 
formed ^uite andther opinion of the Castilian gentil- 
homme. The Spanish temper seems to resemble that of 
Gil Bias, who wanted to fighj; a duel jwitR the army 
^irgeon but observed that the latter,had an unusually 
|||ig rapier.” 

^^uly 30th, 10 p.m. —The Minist^’ desires that atten¬ 
tion mhould‘be again called fio hhe manner in which the- 
Frenc^|||e looking about fof foreign assistanee, and he 
once mo1V give?; a few pjbints : “France is begging in 
all directions, and wants in particular to take Italy into 
her pay. Here,*as everywhere, she speculates upon the 
worst elements while the better elements will have 
nothing to do 'with her. How de*8 that l^rm(;JTiise with 
the greatness of thfi nation which ‘ stands’ at the head ' 
of.civilisation,’ and whose-Tiistorians always point out 
that it was only defeat^^ at Leipzig because its 
opponents were ibur to one ? At that time they haS 
half Germany, Italy, Holland, and the present Belgium 
on their side. To-day, when they stand alone, they go 
round.hat in hand to every dt)or, and seek mercenAdes 


to reinforce their own army, in which they can therefore 
h^ve but very little confidence,” " o 

, Jtdy 31st.—This morning received from Roland one 
of the photographic copies of fhe Benedetti draft. 



CHAPTER II 


DEPABTURE'’OF iTHEl^ CHANCELLOR FOR THE SEAT OF WAR 
—I FOLLOW^ HIM, AT FIRST TO SAARBRUECK-J 
JOURNEY FROM THERE TO THE FRENCH FRONTIER^' 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE FLYING COLUMN 


5 ® g ^ 

On the S'lst of July,‘1870,^ at 5.30 p.m., tj^’Chan¬ 
cellor, accompanied by his Tdfe an(^ his j^aughter, 
the Countess Marie, left his residence in thC Wilhelm- 
strasse to ^take’ the train for Mayence, on Jiis way to 
join 5Cing William at the seat of war. He was to be 
followed^ by some‘'Cc^ipcillors of the FoWgn Office, a 
-.Secretary of the Central Bureau, two deciphering clerks 
and three or four Chancery ^btehdants. The remainder 
of us only accompanied hii^^ with our good wishes, as, 
with his helmet On his head, he passed out, between the 
two sphinxes that guard the door steps, and entered his 
carriage. P also had' resigned myself to the idea of 
follcwmg the course of the army on th^ map and in ih® 
newspapers. A fe^ days after the declaration of war, 
on my begging the .Minister to take me with him in^ 
case I could be of use, he rejilied that that depended on 
the arrangemeiits *at* headquarters. At the moment 
there was no room for me.My luck, however, soon 
improved. ^ 

On the evening* of the 6th cf August a telegram waa 
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received at4^e MiniAry ^vin^ news of the victory at 
Worth. * Half an ho^tr later I took the good 1;iding8 stM 
fi^sh "and warijji to a group of •acquaintanees who .waited 
in a restaurant to hear bow things were going. Every¬ 
body knows willingly (iermans celebrate the receipt 
of good news. My tidings^were very go^d ihdeec^ and 
many (perhaps most) of my friends celebrated* them too 
long. Xli^ result^Vas that next morning I was still in 
bed when the Foreign Officie messenger Lorenz brought 
me a copy'gf a telegraphic despatch* accoy^ing to ■v^'hich I 
to start for. headqij^rters immediately. Privy 
jlpuncillor Hepke wrote : “ Dear Doctor,—Get rehdy to 
re for headquarters in the course of the day.” The 


was 


m rjCn as follows :^“Ma^ence, 6th of August? 
Let Dr. Busch «onJe here and bring with him 


tel 
7.36 

a Correspondent,for the*A^aiional Zeitung and jnO fo’r 
the Krev^eitung. Bis’marck.” Hepke allowed me to 
select these correspondents. ' 

I had therefore after all attained to the very height 
of good fortuile.’ In a short tiane f had prodded for 
all essentials, and by midday I had receivecf my pass 
legitimation, and free ticket all military trains. That 
evening a. little after 8 q^lock I left ^Berlin togethei 
with the two ijoi^respondents whom the Minister wished 
to accompany me, namely, Herr von Ungam-Sternberg, 
for the Kreuzzeitung, and^Profcssor Constantine Ro^zlei* 
forjthe National Zeitung* In the beginning we travelled 
first class, afterwards third, and finally in a freight car. 
T?i§re were numerous long halts, which in our impatience 
seemed still longer. It was. only at 6 o’clock on the 
morning of the 9 th of August that w’e r’eacfied Frankfurt. 
As we bad to wait here forwame hours we had time to 
uquire where the headquarteyra were now established. 
Che local Commandant was Unable tq.inform us, nor 
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could the Telegraph Director ^ay ^ything "positive on 
tSe subject.® He thought they mighvbe still in Ht)mburg, 
but more probably they had moved on tofSaarbrueck. ' 
It was jnidday before we again started, in a goods 
train, by way of Darmstadt, 9jpast. th^ O^enwald, wh^ose 
peaks, were^cohered with heavy white fog, by Mannhein\ 
and towards Neustadt. As we proceeded our pace 
became gradually slower, and the stoppages, which were 
occasioned by seemingly endless lines of carriages 
transporting’ troops, became more and more frequent. 
Whenever a jjause-occurred in the rush of this onwarc 
wave (5f modern national migration, crowds hurried 
the train, cheering and flourishing their hats and hfy^- 
kerchiefs. Food and driilk w^rc broifeht to the so^iers 
by people of all^sorts and eon-ditiqns, including^jor old 
worfleq — needy but good-hJarted sreatur,^ whose 
poverty only allowed them to offer coffee ajj^ dry black 
bread. ° - 

^Ve crossed the Rhine during the might. As day 
began to, break we ir^ticed a well-dressed gentleman 
lying near us on the floor wj^o was 'fjpeakiug English to 
a man whom we took to be his servant. We discovered 
that he was a Eondon bank^ named Deichmann. He 
also was anxious to get to headquarters im order to beg 
Roon’s permission to serve as a volunteer in a cavalry 
legitnent, ^or which purpose he had brought his horses 
with him. The line b^ng blocked near Hosbach»*on 
Deichmann’s advice we took a country cart to Neustadt, 
a little Aown which was swarming with soldiers—^ 
Bavarian riflemen, Prussian Red Hussars, Saxon and 
other troops. ’ ” 

It was here that we took our first warm m§al since 
our departure from Berlin. Hitherto" we had had to 
content ouraelve/i with cold meat, Awhile at night our 



07 


^g- 9 , 1870^ 


itflempta *t© sleep Jan tjje b*are wooden benches with a 
portmanteau for m pillow were hot parTicularly ftic- 
^eafiful. Hcwvever, we were proceeding to the seat of 
war, and I he.d experhinced still greater discomforts on 
a*tour ,of far^ess^importc^ce* 

After a halt of* one hour at Neu^taclt, tlifs train 
• • ♦ ♦ 

crossed th^ Hardt through nai/ow valleys and a nuniber 

of tunnels, passing the defile in which Kti^serlautern* 
lies. From this point until we reached Hamburg it 
poured *in torrent^ almost,without cessation, so that 
when we arrived at that* station at *10 o’clock the little 
place seemed to be mei'ely a picture of night and water.* 
^ we stepped out of the •train, and waded through 
sl^mip and pool* with baggage on our shoulders, 
stuiSfced over the yail» iiud rather felt than saw our 
way W^he inn “ Zur ^ost.” There wo found uvery ted 
occupiei^^d not a mbuthful left to eat. We ascertained 
however, -raaf had even' the conditions been^ more 
favourable wa could not have availed ourselves of them, 
as we were mformed that the*Count had gone on with 
the King, and •was that moment probably in 

Saarbrueck. There was r\i) time^to be lost if we v\*ere to 
overtake hinj before he d^t Germany. . 

It was dai: from pleasant to have to turn out once 
more into the deluge, but we were encouraged to take 
our fate philosophically by considering tfie still wotse 
fate of others. • In the tap-*room of the “ Po6t’*’ the 
guests slept on chairs enveloped in a tj;iick steam 
redolent of tobacco, beer, and srftoking laiwps ^d the 
still more pungent odour of damp clothes and leather. 
In a hollow near the station, we saw t£e watchfire of a 
larg^camp half quenched by the rain—Saxon country¬ 
men of oura,’^if we we»e rightly informed. While 
wading our way'back th*e train we* caught the gleam 
* F 
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f the helmets and arms of a Prusa^n battgiHon which 
tcrod in the pouring rain oppositepthe railway hotel, 
.'horoughly drenched and net a little tired,.we at lerfgth 
bund shelter in a waggon, where Deichmenn cleared a 
orner of the floor on which wt5 too could lie, and found 
I, few handfuls^of straw to serve us as a pillow. My 
)thnr two cSmpanions were not so fortunate.,, 'They had 
n managg as best they could on the top of boxes and 
packages with the postmen and transport soldiers. It 
vas evident that the poor Professor, who had grown 
/ery quiet, was considerably affected by these hardships. 

About 1 o’clock the train set itself slowly in motion. 
By daybreak, after several stoppages, we reached tJM 
outskirts of a small town 'with a beautiful old chi^ 9 ("*i. 

A mill lay in the valley thfough which we coi^ralso 
see' the windings of the road tliat led J,o Saat^rueck. 
We were told that this town wtis only two or three miles 
oflF, so that we were near our journey’s end,^'^ Our loco¬ 
motive, however, seemed to.be quite out ojf breath, and 
as the headquarters might at any moment leave Saar- 
brueck and cro'ss the frontier, where’ we could get no 
railway transport and in all probability no other means 
of conveyance, our impatience i^nxl anxiety increased, and 
ouP tempers were hot improved by a clouded sky and 
drizzling rain. Having waited in vain nearly two hours 
for the train’' to shirt, Deichmann again came to our 
rescue. ■ After a short disarppearaace he returned with.a 
miller who had arranged to carry us to the town in his 
own trap. The prudent fellow, however, made Deich¬ 
mann promise that the soldiers should not take his horses 
from him. 

During the drive the miller told us that the Prussians 
were, understood to have already pushed on their outpoats 
as far as the neighbourhood of Metz. Between 9 and 10 
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o’clock we* leached 


where we noticed' 
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MYSELF TO BISMARCK 


mct^ohann, a suburb of Saarbrueck 
Iry few signs of the French cannon®d( 

• a feV days ago, althgugh it otherwise“piesented-a livel} 
and varied picture of •war times. A liuddjed and con 
fused njass canteep cailts, baggage waggons, soldiere 
on horse and fodt, and arobulance attenJants with theii 

* * s. * ^ 

red crossea> &c., filled the Streets. Some Hes-^an 
dragoon and ar^llery regiments marched thrpugh, the 
cavalrymen singing* “ Morgenroth Icuchtest mir zum 
f'niehen Tod\’' (Dq.wn, thcyi lightest'.me to an early 
grave). • ’ ♦ • 

At the hotel where wo put up I beard fhat the 
lancellor was still in the.town, aiid lodged at the house 
ot^v merchant afid man’\fc>cturer named Haldy. I had 
ther?!(i(J#e missed nothing l^y all our ^ delays, and had 
fortun^dy at length 'icached harbour. Not a, minute 
too sooni^nwever, as*on going to report arrival I 
was infomiecl^y Count Bismarck-Bolilen, the Miiyster’s 
cousin, that, they intended to move on shortly after 
midday. I *bade good-hye t# my CQBipp.Tiions from 
Berlin, as there wa?i, no ro^n for ther^i in the Chancellor'^ 
suite, and also to our London friend, whose patriotic 
offer General. Boon was'i^gretfully obliged to decline. 
After provbding for the safety of my luggage, I pre¬ 
sented myself to the Count, who was just leaving to 
call upon the King. J then went to the Bureau to 
ae«ertain if I could be* of an^y assistance. ThtAe** was 
plenty to do. Every one had his hands full,, and I was 
ipimediately told oft’ to make a trafislation for the, King 
of Queen Victoria’s Speech from the ^Throne, which had 
just arrived. I was highly interested by a declaration 
jontaitied in a despatch to St. Petersburg, which I had 
X) dictate to orfe of pur demphering clerks, although at 
Jie time I could hot quite understand it. It was to the 
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5 effect that we should not 

■ of ^apoleon.* 

That looked,like a foreshadowing of ai)me miracle. . 

Strassburg ! anti pefliap§ the Vosges as our frontier ! 
who could have dreamed ®f it three weeks'before ? * 

In the m^anftime the weather haii cleared up. Shortly 
I before one d’clock, unden a broiling sun,'three four-horse 
^•carriages drew up before our door, with soldiers giding 
as postilions. One was for thp Chanceflor, another for 
the Councillors and'’Count Bismarck-Bohlen,^ and the 
third fprthe Secreb\ries and'^eciphererti. The two Coun- 

■ .cillors and the Count having decided to ride, I took, 

a place in their carriage,, as I also did subsequentl,r 
.Ti^’henever they went on hornel^ack. Five, minutes latej, fie 
crossed the stream and ehterOjl the Saarbrueck higj^^fbad, 
which led past the battlefield cf the 6th of ,y,.ugust. 
Within half an hour of our departure from Saj^'c Johann 
we were onT'i’encdi soil. There w'ere still ;>aany traces 
of the° sanguinary struggle that had ^agfed there five 
days ago—branches torn from the.^trees by artillery 
«^re, fragments of accoutrements aficl uniforms, the crops 
trampled into the earth, broken wheels, pits dug in the 
ground by exploding shells, t^d small woodep crosses 
roifghly tied together, probably marking tlje graves of 
officers and others. So far as one could observe all the 
dead had beOli already buried. 

Here at the commencement of our journey through 
France I will break pff my narrative for a while in order 
to say a Jew words about the Foreign Office Field 
Bureau and the way in which the Chancellor and his 
people travelled," lodged, worked and lived. The Minis¬ 
ter had selected to accompany him Herr Abekea and 
Here von Keudell, Count H^fzfeldt, who had previously 
spent several year@ at the Ettibassy in Paris, and Count 
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urtixck-Bohlen, allffour Privy Councillors 5f Lega- 
After Siese .c^tne tSe Qeheim-Sekretiitr, Bdlsin^ 
of tbe Centr»lbureau, the J.wo deciphering clerks, 
Willisch and Bt- Blancjuart, ^ind’ finally myself. At 
Ferfiferes our, ^iat of CoTyicilJors was completed by 
Lotliar jfeucher, and ,a new deciphering! clerk, Herr 
Wiehr, also* joined us. At Versailles the number w%s 
further increased 'ey 11 err von H olstein, subsequently 
Councillor of Eml5assy, the^young Count Wartensleben, 
and Privy ^Councillor Wagner, the’ l^ter, liowe^er, not 
Jbeing employed oij Foreign* Oftice work. Herr Bqlsing 
had fallen ill, was replaced by Geheim-Sekretar 
Imann, and the accumulation of work afterwards 
req^t^ed a'fourth .deciphering* clerk. Our “Chief,” a^ 

the N^picellor was usualjy^* called by the s^taff, had 
kindly a^ang^bd^that *alh his fellow-wofkers, Secretaries 
as well ^^Councillors, should in a certain se’use be 
members o^kis* household. When cirfcumsfiances per¬ 
mitted we lodg«||^n the same house, and had the honour 
of dining at.Iris 

Throughout tlie ^lole war the Chancellor wore, 
uniform. It was generally the well-known undre^ of 
the yellqw regiment ''heavy Landwohr cavalry. 
During the (^.arly months of the campaign he as a rule 
only wore the Commander’s Cross of the Order of the 
Red Eagle, to which he afterwards addend the Irq;i 
CJfpss. I only s^w hini, a couple of times in a dj-'easing 
gown. That was at Versaill&s, when he was unwell, the 
,only time, as far as I know, thaf anything ailed him 
throughout the whole war. When travelling hd was 
usually accompanied ’ in the carrfage by Herr Abeken, 
but oa some occasions he "took* me with him for several 
days in succession. He wa^ very easy to please in^the 
matter of his quartefs, spid was wfiling to put up with 
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the most •modesi^ shelter when betmr was ]gat tp be*had, 
^deed, it oonce happened that thijre was no bedstead 
and'that his b^djiad to ba made upon th« floor. 

Our. carriages usually followed immediately after 
those of the King’s suite® We started generally a^out 
10 o’clock an 4;he morning, ^and sometimes covered m 
nyich* as sixty kilonfetres in the day. ' On reaching our 
quarters for the night our first dut^ was to set about 
preparing an office, in which Ihere 'was seldom any lack 
of work^ especially Svlien we had the Field Telegraph at 
our disposal. Whpn communications, were thus estab-J 
lished, .the Chancellor again became what, with shor^ 
intervals, he had been throughout this entire perffid, 
^r^amely, the central figure _ of the wholh civi^^Aed 
European world. Eveti in*,those places where ^d'only, 
stayed for one flight he, incessantly actiyeffiin^lf, kept 
his assistants almost continuously engaged j^til a late 
hour. ■ Messengers w'ere constantly gorti^piind coming 
with 'telegrams and letters, CounciIl««*Cwere drawing^ 
up notes, orders and directions uiffiOT instfuctions from 
ijbheir chief, and these were beihg <r;opied, registered, 
ciphered and deciphered in ^e Chancellerie. Reports, 
questions, newspaper ' article^* &c., streamed in from 
every direction, ‘most of them requiring instant 
attention. 

a Never, perhaps, was the well nigh superhuman 
power of work shown by'the Chancellor, his ci*eative, 
receptive and critical activity, his ability to deal with 
the most difficult problems, always finding the rights 
and' tne only solution, more strikingly evident than 
during this period' The inexhaustible nature' of hiS 
powers was'all tl^ more astounding, as he todk but 
titrip sleep. Except when ^ battle was expected and he 
at daybreak,to join tfie Eting,aiid the'army, the 
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ChaficeUor *roae ratyr late, a5 had been his custom at 
home, usually abou^lO o’clock. On the otlftr hand, k© 
spent the joigh^ at work, and only fell asleep aa daylight 
began to appear. He was often hardly out of bed and 
dr^ed befoa^ he comm^ced work again, reading 
despatches and •making notes upon thefti, looking 
through netvippapers, giving instructions to h?s Council¬ 
lors an(^ others, and setting them their various tasks, or 
even writing or (Rotating. . Later on there were visits to 
, be receivd^, audiences to be wanted,* expjarlations to be 

■ sn* followed ^ further study of 

e correction of articles,* drafts 
his .well-known big pencil, 
ortnafrion to be telegraphed, or 
'er8,fan^’in the midst of it all 
who could no’t be refused *a 
onally have been unwelcome, 
r even 3 o’clock, *in places 
er §tay, that ' the Chancellor 
rdcreatkm b^ talyn^^a ride in 
^ is return he set to work again, 

'continuing until dinner time, between 5.30 and 6 i*.M. 
In an hqur and a hall*^ latest, he went back to 
Ijis writing-d^sk, where he frequently remained till 
midnight. ■ , , 

In his .manner of.taking his Ineals, as id his sleepi 
thg,Count differed from the general run of maakitod. 


E^ly in the day he took a cup of tea and one or two 
|gg8,-and from that time until evening he, ^ a rule, 
tasted nothing more. He ^Idom took any lun<^eon 
and rarely came to''tea, which‘was dsually served 
between 10 and 11 at "niglit. Wjth some excep- 
:io42s, he therefoee had pracljeally but one meal in the 
TWtoty-four’houiT», but, *1014 JFrederi^k the Qi'eai, he 
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then ate Vith appetite. • Diplomjfc are j>roverbrtilly 
fofid of a g#od table, being ^arcei^ surpassed in this 
respect.by the ^ilorgy. It js part of theif business, aa 
they often have tmpoftanf guests who, fc^r one reason 
or another, must be put in good huin!*)l^r, and it* is 
universally ^ec^gnised that nothing is better calculated 
to.that end than a %^ell-filled cellar ancl a diiiner which 
shows the skill of a highly trained chef. __ Count 
Bismarck also kept a good table, whi(^, when circum- 



. At firslT only the *Councillprs wore uniform, Herr 
von*. Heudell that of tb« Cuirassiers,, and Count Bjs- 
marck-Bohlen that .of the Dragoon Guards, while Count 
Hatzfeldt^ and Herr.Abeken wore the undress unifo^^ 
of tfie Foreign Office. It was afterwards suggested 
that the whold oF the Minister’s* 'personnel, with the 
exception of the two gentleihen first mentioned, who 
wei;p also officers, should b^ allowed the* same privilege. 
The Chief gave his consent,* so .the* people of Versailles 
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had 8kft opportunity off seeing <3ur Chancery attendants 
in a dark blue tuniq^ith *two rows of buttons, blacli^ 
collar trimmed*with velvet, and a cap t)f the .satne 
colour, while oiir CounciUors, Secrefarie^ and Decipher¬ 
ers carried swofdfe with a gol^ sword-knot. The elderly 
Privy Councillor Ateken, who could ma^e ^is horse 
prance as prdi^dly ^ any cavalry offic’er, looked*won(ier-« 
fully warlike in this costume, in which, I fancy, he 
delighted not a little. •> It was to him just as great a 
pleasure to*, show off in all this military brilvery as it 
;^ad been to travel through 'the Holy JLiand dressec^ up 
Lan Oriental, althouoh ho did not understand a word 
of xurkish or Arabic. 



CHAPTER III 


FROM THE FRO^TTIER TO GRAVELOTTE 

In the preceding chapter I broke off my narratiw 
at the French frontier. We recofrnised that we 

.. f' 

tcrosaed it by the notices posted in the villages, v U^- 
partement de la Mosebc.” The white ror ir were 
thronged with conveyances, aij,d in evv^ry hamint troops 
were billeted. In these hilly' and partpAly wooded 
districts We saw small camps being pi^ bed here and 
there. After about two, .hours’ drivprwe reached For- 
bach, whic^ .,>yc passrC,, throughpMthdut stopping. In 
the streets through which drove the signboards were 
aln?,03t entirely French, although the names were chiefly 
German. Some of the inhpjbitants who were standing 
at their doors greeted us in passing. Most of them, 
however, looked sulky, which, although it did not add 
to their beauty, was natural enough, as they had 
evidently plenty of soldiers to provide quarters for, 
The windows were all full of Prussians in blue uniforms. 

(j 

We thu? jogged O'n, up hiU and down dale, reaching 
Saint Avoid about half past four. Here we took up 
lodgings, Chancellor and all, with a M. Laity, at No. 
301 Rue des Charrons. If was a one-storey house, 
but rather roomy, with a well-kept fruit and vegetable 
garden at the bgick. The proprietor, who was said to 
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be a retired <?^cer, ai^ apj)eardd to be well to'do, bad 

gone away with his vjfe the day before, leavtog only 
maid &Tid an old woman, who spoke nothing. b*ut 
French. In ha>f an hour we Lad fixed up our office 
and <^osei\ our •steeping quar^erst Work began without 
dQlay. As there w!is nothing to be done iff m^ depart¬ 
ment, I tried .to assist in decipherin’g the des’patches,* 
an operation which offers no particular difficulties. 

At seven o’clock we din^d with the Chancellor in a 
little room Looking out on a sm^all courtyixjd Vith some 
flower beds. The conversation at table .was very lively, 
this Minister having most to say. He did not consider 
a surprise impossible, as he h 5 .d satisfied himself during 
his w&^ that** our outposts ware* only three-quarters of 
an houif^^om the town and v^ry wide apart, tie had 
asked at o^e post jvhere tbfc next was stationed, but the 
men did not^iiow. He sAid : “ While I was out I saw a 
man with an a»^n his shoulder following close at my 
heels. I kept m 3 f^}^d on my sword, as one cannot fell 
in certain circufhslanclu^vhat ma^ happen in any 

case I should have hec^^^jady fir.st.” He remarke<l 
later, on that our landlord had left all his cupboards full 
of underclothing, adding ;'4’this house should be 
turned into an ambulance hospital, his wife’s fine under¬ 
linen will be torn up for lint and bandages, and quite 
properly. But then they will say fhat Count Bismarck 
book* the things away with himy’ . • -• 

We came to speak of the di.sposal.of the troops in 
action. The Minister said that General Steinmitz had 
ihown himself on that occasipn to be self-willed and 
lisobedient. “ Like Vo^el von FalkensleinI his habit of 
Aking tlfe law into his own "hands will do him harm in 
ipite of the laurels* he won at Skalitz.” , 

There was cognac; red wine, and a sp^kling Mayence 
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wine on the table. Schnebody mentioned beer, saying 
that probhbly we should be unsi-Ue to obtain it. The 
Minister replied : “ Thatns no loss I The excessive con¬ 
sumption of beer is deploraljl'C. It makes men stupid, 
lazy and useless. It is responsible fdt the democratic 
nonsense* sj^uted over the tavern tables. A good rye 
whiskey' is very rnuch better.” 

I cannot now remember how or in what connection 
we came to speak about the Mormons. The Minister 
was surprised Q't their polygamy, “as the German race 
is sot equal tOr so much—Orientals seem to be more 
potetit.” He wondered how the United States could 
tolerate the existence of tj^uch a polygamous sect. ,<The 
Count took this oppoitiuiity of speaking of religious 
liberty in general, cfecliiring himself very ^ jbngly in 
favour of it. But, he added^iit must, be exetbised in an 
impartial spirit. “Every one'must be fjiJJbwed to seek 
salvation in his own way. I shall y 3opose that one 
day, and Parliament will certajipy-, approve. As a 
matter,of ftpurse, ho”'ever, the^^fbperty of the Church 
must remain with the ohV^burches that acquired it. 
Whoever retires must niake a sacrifice for his .con¬ 
viction, or rather his unl^iief.” “ People, think little 
the worse of Catholics for being orthodox, and have no I 
objection whatever to Jews being so. It is altogether 
different with Lutherans, however, and that church is 
Constantly, charged with a spirit of persecution if it 
rejects unorthodox members. But it is considered 
quite in order that the orthodox should be persequjed 
and scoffed at in the pre^ and in daily life.” 

After dinner the Chancellor'’ and Councillors took a 
walk in the garden from which a largebuilding 
distinguished by a flag with the Geneva Cross was 
visible at a litt\/e distance todhe right. We could see a 
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nunafier of ifufis at windoMi^ who were watching us 
through opera glassef. It was evidently a convent that 
had tfeen tumad into a hospital In the evening .one of 
the deciphering clerks expressed great anxiety as to the 
possibility of a^ur^rise, ancj we* discussed what should be 
^one with the portfolios containing State ^aper§ and 
ciphers in sucli circumstances. I*tried to reassure the®, 
promising to do my utmost either to save or destroy the 
papers, should necessity arise. 

There ‘.was no o<jcasion J’or anxiety. * The night 
passed quietly. Next moAiing as wc were at lunch a 
green Feldjdger, or Royal Courier, arrived with dis- 
pjCtches from Berlin. Although such messengers usually 
make rapid* progress, this onC had not travelled any < 
quicke:^han I had done in fhy fear to arrive too late. 
He left Sn Mo'miay, the *th of August, and had ^eVeral 
times take^ a special ' conveyance, yet he had spent 
nearly four the way, as it was now tlfe 12th. I 

again assisted fR^Decipherers. Afterwards, while the 
Minister was 'w^th^^i King, I^visifed t}«>"Jarge and 
beautiful town churCh \^li^he Councillors, tLe chaplain 
showing us round. In the afternoon, while the Minister 
was out for a.ride, we injected the Prussian artillery 
park on a neighbouring height. 

We dined at four, on the Chancellor’s return. He 
had ridden a long way in order to see his two sons, who 
w«»e serving as privates^iu a re^^iment of dragoon guaft’ds, 
but found that the German cavalry had already pushed 
/onward towards the upper reaches of the Moaelle^ He 
was in excellent spirits, evidently owing to the good for¬ 
tune which continued" to favour our <^use. In the course 
of the <!onver8ation, which fumed on mythology, the Chief 
said he could rieVer endure Apollo, who flayed Marayas 
out of conceit and* envy,•and' slew the/diUdren of Niobe 


So 
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for similar roasotis. “lie is the (genuine ty[)c of a 
I^ri'iicliman, one who cannot l)ear'^]tJiat another sliould 
})la}' l]ie Hute -hotter tlian, or as well as, himself.” Nor 
was Ajiollo’.s niannm' of (h.salin'j; with thei-'J’rojatis to the 
(fount’s taste. 'I'he slraiyhlJor\v,ar(l \hil< ;mi would have 
IxM ii his man, or, hotter still, Ne|)tnne—^"-’' ause 
of the (Jiins cijo '—hut he‘ (lid not say. 

Aflei’ risiiiy ii’om tahle* wo had !:t'"iil news to tij]eo;raj)li 
to Ilcrliii foj' oiroulation tliiajuulanit tie/ wIhjIo country, 
namely, thai, t hero'' were ton thousand prisoners in our 
haml^ oji the 7th of Auyust,tUid that a yroat otfoet had 
heeii jiroduee<l on the ('neniN' h\' the \ lotor'y" at 
Saarhruook'. doniewhat later we had furt lier sat isfaotor\- 
]>artieulars to scuid home. ,'1'he i\litii.;tor of hdnaneo in 
J’aris, ovnh.'iitly iti < onse(p(',‘n(a; of the rapiil aif )noo of 
tile (lerman for<-os, had invited the fhemdi treoi'le to 
depo.sit their o()|d the Jlank' of hranee iusp. ud <.>f keop- 
iny it in tneir hou.^os. 

dhero was ai.-.o sonu' talk of a prot^-,,. .d ])|-o(damat ion 
forhidilintt Slid IliialK’ v.ljol i.'.lnny 11. oon.si'ription in tlio 
distriets oeeupi(. (l h^' t 1 1 o t ieri.i t ri op.s, W'o also luaird 
from Madrid that the .Monl|iensier part}', some ])oliti- 
eians helonyino to tlie 1 al lel'i^ d.' n ion such as Ihos Ih.isas 
and 'ro])et(_', as well ,is \arious other part ^.loaders, wore 
exertiny e\’er\' (“Ifort to hrnio- ahout the immediati.' eon- 
•'oeation ot the reproseni at ivo a.s.soinhl_\- in (.irdorthat the 
IVod.donal fh)\'ornmont (should ho putpin oiiil to hy the 
ok'otion (.if a Kino 'I’ho I )ue de Montpeiisior, whom 
the]^' luid, in \ k‘\s as a eaudidati', was alroad\’ in the 
Spanish ea^iital. ddu'( io\a'rnm(, nt, ho\\'e\ (_'r, ohstinately 
oppo St ■( 1 this ],1 an. 

Marly mext mornino: w(‘ hroke up our (piai'ti.'fs ami 
.startecl for the small town of Fahiiu.unont, whieli \\a.' now 
call Malkenberg. _ 'J'he road was thronoed with long 
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caris, arlillciv, anil iuL*iii<'cs, iiiiliiar\' polirc, ami 
(•( iiirii'i's. \\1 iilc soi^c I li'tai'liiimiils of itifautr\' iHa.rcli*<l 
aloiii^tlu' nlhiTs (•r(#'^scal tlm» st 4 il tirlils (o 

the ril^lit, hein^ H'ua If J ,1 wasps nf straw taal to poK-a 
sliit'k 111 t-]ie o't^)iiii(l._ i\(i\v ami limn wo saw men I'all 
out* ol' t li(' ranks :»uU <;ilu‘rs Kiim,' in tlio ftirrows, 

(>ut w Ink' a'liitilcsss ^Vvmust sun nlnrcri dowai I'rom acloiifl- 
loss sk'\'. Tliiok yollow (loads (at' dust:, raised liy tlio 
luaroliim'" ol tlio tiaxiV's toll()wod us into 1' a I koi 1 1 nao , a 

1 (laoo ol al >ou t two 1 liousa I id 111 li.i 1 a I <in t s \s lioro I i u 1 1 up 

1 • . • 

at tlio liouso ol' the 1 >al\ o r,* So] i n 11 d t. • Wo lost si'j^lil ol 
t lu' ^Miiiist or in t.lio ( la i wd and d nst, a ml I on I aft au-wai ds 

asO( at a 1110(1 that lio liad poiio ou to sc(‘ tlio Iviiio; at llio 

• 

\illaao ol lljaaiy. •'I’ho maia.li'ol tlio troops tlipuioli 1 lif 
town ((jiii t i 11 m •( I almost uui nJia-ruptoilU' the s^liolo da\'. 
A Saxon rooiiinait, wlim^i was statiomal (piito npai' ns, 

I roi pna 1 11 \'>j(ai t timir oaliuau's to our hak(a' lor hroad, hut 
tlio sup|il\' w'' '^.“♦ooii o\liaUs-|oi| owinp l(> the (Uiornioiis 

(Kami ml. ' 

In I h(‘ a ft (Tilt loin ‘(^m • l'ins,jj(*n hussar-Jaapiphl i n .a 
n LI m I xa' (>i ] aa s( im a’s»i n .r*^^rl, i nol ml i ny; a d'u roo \s lio had 
o\o ha myod his I'o/ lor a ii\ilians hat In anollna' yai I 
ol tim town wo w a taiossod .'.•iaa w I IxaLsoiai a sin >pnia n a ml 
ono of the lonialo oain p-iol h (isaa's who had slohai sonio ol 
his oo(.)ils, whloh she \sas ohhyo(l to |•os|o|o. .'S(. tar as I 

oould SCO, our po()p|o al\La\'s paid foi v\hal llioy asked,* 
suniot inios doima (.w (_ai nua'o. * . * * 

'I'ho poo|>lo wlnro 1 hi(]aoi| wot,o \'iaw polite ami 
aoo(l_ huinouro'l, Both hushami •and wile -npi^ko a 
• ioriiiari dialoot, which was oroasn a lal 1 \' Imlpisl out with 
l''ronoh words. h’roiif tin- saori.x i’ pi( t u i os which waa-o 
liuny (yi the walls tho^' itjipoaiaal to ho ('athoho.s. I 
had an opportumtw latiaon yf doiimt tlnaii a small .s»r 
vioc, w hen some of our .s^ldiiA's iiisi.stoij •w illy nilly u|)on 
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a supply* of bread, which the baker waa unable to 

g^ve them ,*08 there were only two^r three loaves in the 
shop,. But I, must do nay countrymen# the justice fo 


say that they wAntedT the" food .badly, ai^l were willing 
to pay for it. I proposed a comproreige, which ‘Vas 


accepted ; 'eatfh soldier was at once "to get a good Slice 
and as mhch as evdf lie required next morning. 

On Sunday, the 14th of August, after luncheon, we 


followed the Minister to Herny. .He had taken up' his^ 
quarters in* a ^whitewashed peasant’s house, a little off 
the ^igh Street^ where bis window opened upon a 
dung-hill. As the house was pretty large we all joined 
him there. Count Hat;5feldt’3 room also served as our 


oflEice. The King had his quarters at the parish priest’s, 
opposite the venerable old , church. The vid^'>,ge con¬ 
sisted of on6‘ long wide s[treet, with sorhe good 
municipal buildings. At the railway statiqii we found 
everything in‘the wildest confusion, tb / whole place 
littered with torn books, papers, ^Some soldiers 
kept watcb over tw^q^Frertch ^^sonere. For several 
hours after 4 p.m. we heard t|>y neavy thunder of cannon 
in tthe direction " of Metz. At tea the Minister said : 


“ I little thought a month' ^o that I should be talcing 
tea with you, 'gentlemen, to-day in a farmhouse at 
Herny.” Coming to speak of the Due de Grammont, 


the Count wondered "that, on seeing the failure of his 


stupid policy against us, he had not j.oined the arnjy in 
order to expiate pis blunders. He ivas quite big and 
strong,,enough to serve as a soldier. “ I should, have 
acted differently in 1866 K things had not gone so wetl. 
I should ha’^e at ctoce enlisted. Otherwise I could 


have shown myself toHhe world again.” 

, '1 was frequently called to the Minister’s room to 
receive instructions. Our illustrated papers were to 
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publish pictures of the charge»at Spich^nberg*, and also 
to deny the staten^nt of* the Constitutionnel that t^e 
Prussians ha<i burnt down e.verythiug op. their rneurch, 
leaving nothing but rui©s. behind them.* We could say 
witfh a clear pSnscience that' wo had not observed the 
least sigh of this^ * It^ was also thought well Ho reply to 
the JVette 'Freie 'Presse, which had hitherto*been w^ll 
disposed towards us, but had now adopted another 
• policy, possibly *becau8e it had lost some subscribers 
who objet.ted to its Prussophile Inrte, or pftrha{)3 there 
was something in the rumomr that the^ranco-Hungarian 
party intended to purchase it. The Chancellor, in giv¬ 
ing instructions respecting another article of the Con- 
stitutionneb^ concluded as :l[olk>w3 ; “ Say that therp 

never ^pas any question jn»th^ Cabinet Coxfncil of a 
cession of Sitarbruecfc \p France. THS matter never 
went beyotid the stage* of confidential inquiries, *and it 
is self-evided-l^lkat a national Minister,’inspired by the 
national spirit, never have dreamt of such a ccfUrse. 

There might, *howev^ijLhaVe be^ some slight basis for 
the rumour. A mi^unc^rstanding or a distortion of the 
fact that previous *to 18e4 the qifestion was raised 
whether i^ would not be d^flrable to sell the coal mines 
at Saarbrueck, which are State property, to a company. 

I wanted to meet the expenses of the Schleswig-Holstein 
war in this way. But the proposal came tb nothing, 
o\^uig to the King’s objection8#to the transaction.”,' • 

On Monday, August 15th, about j6 A.M., the Minister 
drove off in his carriage, accompaiiicd by C bjJt^ Bis¬ 
marck-Bo hlen, and followed on horseback by Herr 
Abeken, Herr vou Keudell, and Couift Hatzfeldt. The 
rest off us remained behiftd, ^here we had plenty of 
work on hand, -and could make ourselves useful in other 
w&ytu Several detachmopts of infantrjr, passed through 



for ' tho most port tall, o handsome men. The hands 
played “ Hell dir im Siegerkranz,” and “ Ich bin ein 
Preusse.” One could sec in the men’s ftyes the fearful 
thirst froiA \(diich they were sufferiug. We speedily 
otrganised*a fire brigade with pails and jugs and gave as 
many as possible a drink of water as they marched by. 
They could not stop. Some took a mouthful in the* 
palms of their hahds, whilst others filled tbe tin cans 
whicji they carried with tiiem, so that at least a few had 
some momentary relief. 

Our landlord, Matthiote^ knew a little German, but 
his wife only spoke the somewhat unintelligible Freneh 
dialect of this part of fion-'iiue. They were thc?lght not 
to be too friendly towards us, but the Minister had not 
observed it. He had only seen the husband, and said 
he was not a bad fellow. “ He asked me*^' ’he brought in 
the "^dinner if I would try his wine. x found it very 
tolerable, bW on 'my offering to fot it he declined, 
and would only accept pa^|i-''.nfc" for tbe food. He in¬ 
quired as to the future frontier, and expected that tfiey 
would bo better off in the fuctter of taxation.” 

We saw littld of the other inhabitants of the village. 
Those we met were polite and communicative. An old 
peasant woman whom* I asked for a light for my cigar 
led me into her room and shov^ed mq a photograph of 
her son in a French uniform. Bursting into tears she 
reproach_ed the Emperor with the war. Her jrxuvrg, 
garfon, was certainly dead, and she was inconsolable. 

The Councillors returned after 3 o’clock, the Minister 
himself coming in a little later. In the meantime we 
were joined by Count Pencel, a pottly gentleman 
with a dark „ beard, Herr ^ Bamberger, a member 
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of the Reichstag w^m Ccimt Bohlen was accustomed 
to call the “ Red J®w,” and a Herr von Olberg, ,wl^) 
\«^as to be appointed to an Administrative position ol 
soDge kind. ^e begaif to. feel ourselves »maaters of 
th^ conquerdd country and *to make oujr arrange¬ 
ments accordingly. ’As to the peyrtion whyjh we at 
that time proposed to retain permanently a telegram to 
St. Petersburg vhich I helped to cipher said that if 
it were the will of Providence we ^ntend^d to annex 
Alsace. * . • ♦ 

We heard at dinner that the Kihg and the Chan¬ 
cellor, accompanied by General Steinmetz, had made a 
reconnaissance which took tllem within about three 
English miles of Metz. Th<5 Pronch troops outside thb 
fortress'^had been driven‘into the city and forts on 
the previous day by Sociinmetz’s impetuous attaclc at 
Courcelles. 

In the e't'’*t^J^ng, as we sat on a bench outsidg the 
door, the MinistCi'bjipined ps for a moment. He asked 
me for a cigar, bufSCouncilli^r Taglioni.tke King’s 
decipherer, was quickerr^ppn 1, whioh was a pity, as 
mkie were much better, tea, the Chancellor fhen- 

tioned irr the course off conversation that on two 
occasions he ‘had been in danger of being shot by a 
sentry, once at San Sebastian ,and another time at 
Schluesselburg. From •this we learned that he alsd 
understood a litths Spanish. Passing from the Schlhe^el- 
burg story, he came to relate the following anecdote, 
Avhidh, however, I was unable to hear quite ciesa4y, and 
so cannot vouch whether it occurred tp the Minister 
himself or to some one (^se. , One day the Count was 
walking in the Summer Garden at St. Petersburg, and 
met the Emperor, with wlmm, as a Minister in high 
favour, his relations w^re somewhat* tinreservedL The 
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two, after strolling on together for awhile, saw a sentry 
p<^te4 in the middle of a grass plwt. Bismarck took 
the liberty to* E\^k what/he was doing* there. The 
Emperor did not know, and' cfuestionecj the aide ^de 
camp, whoj^w^ also unable to explain. "The' aide tde 
camp «was<then sent to ask the Gentry. l^^is answer- 
was, “ It has been ordered,” a reply which Was repeated 
by every one of whom the aide de camp inquired. The 
archives, were searched in vain—a sentry hqd always 
been posted, thdre. At last an old footman rehiembered 
that Ms father had'told him that the Empress Catherine 
had once seen an early snowdrop on that spot, and had 
given instructions that iCshonld not be plucked. They 
* could find no better way of^preserving it than by placing 
a gentry to guard it, who Was' afterwards kept on as a 
matter'of habit. The anti-Gerrnan feeding in Holland 
and its caqses was then referred to. It was thought to 
be partly due to the circumstance tly r Van Zuyler, 
when he was Dutcp Minister .at BerJGi/had made him¬ 
self unpleasant, and cbnecquenj^' did not receive as 
much consideration as he tX-slired, >30 that he possibly 
left us in ill-humour. . , 

. On the 16th pf August, £t 9.30 A.M.,'we Started for 
Pont it Mousson. On the excellent high^ road to that 
town we .^passed through several villages with fine 
Buildings, containing the j)ubli(t offices and schools. The 
whole way was brightened by 'detachttaents of soldfets, 
horse and foot, and a great variety of vehicles. Here 
and tfeefe'we^also saw small encampments. A little^hflee 
3 o’clock we reached.our destination, a town of about 
eight thousand inhabitards. ^B^aasing the market-place, 
where a regiment of Saxon infantry were bivouacked, 
soifie of them lying on the'ground. on Bundles of straw, 
we turned into the Rue St. Laurent, ifere the Chancellor, 
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with, three of •the ComicillQfs, fook up their residence at 
the corner of Rue Edugraf in a little chateaif overgro\v*j 


^^ith red creefei^. The rest ’of the jihrty lived a ’few 
docyrs oif. I s]^pt with Saint Blanquart in a^oom which 
wa§ a veritable muspum of natural history aud ethnology, 
being filled with fhe most varied trq})hies*froqi all .parts 
of the world. • * .* 


After a hasty.toilette we returned to the office. On 

our way we observed*a number of,notices posted on the 

walls, one* announcit\g our ^iictory of the fourteenth, 

another respecting the abortion of th« eonscriptioik, and 

a third by the Mayor, apparently in connection with 

some attacks by civilians ,011 our troops, warning the 

inhabitants to maintain a prudept attitude. T^icre wa« 

also an 9rdor issued by our ^K-oplc strictly enjoining the 

population to k*jep lighfs in their windows at, nighd, 

and to leave the doors of houses and shops qpen, and 

to deliver up all’arms at the Town Hall. 

. ^ < ' • 
During thc*gi'eater part of the afternoon wc again 

heard the distant-^ohf of cau 0 ^n, aud asccjctained at 

dinner that there hitd bel?l^|pdnewed fighting near Metz. 

Some one remarked that perlyips it would not bo possible 

to prevent tho French retifing to Verdun. The Minister 

replied, smiiiivg, “ That hardened reprobate Mofk 

(Moltke) says it would be no misfortune, as they would 

then be delivered all the*more surely into our hands ”— 

which must meaii that v?e could surround £Uid annihilate 

them while they were retreating. Of the other remarks 

«iad? by tho Chancellor on this oectasion I maymiiention 

his reference to the “small black Saxons, who looked so 

intelligent ” and w'ho pleased h^ so much on his paying 

thepi h visit the day before, d'hese were either the 

dark green Chaa^qurs/)r the 108th Regiment which wore 

the same coloured’unifortn. “ They seem to be sharp, 
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ready fellbws,” added* “ §nd the fact.ohght to be 
njentioiied ki the newspapers.” r 

Oix the following night we were awf^eued several 
times by the steady tramp of infontry and the rumbljng 
of heavy wteels as they rblled over.the rough pavem<ipt. 
We heard next morning that they, were Hessians. The. 
IVfcinister slarted shortly after 4 a.m., intending to pro¬ 
ceed towards M*t.z, where an important battle was 
expected either that day or the next. As it appeared 
probable that I should have little tp do 1 availed myself 
of th(^ opportunity! to take a "walk in the environs with 
Willisch. Going up stream we came upon a pontoon 
bridge erected by the Saxons, who had collected there a 
► large number of convcyanees, amongst others some carts 
from villages near Drescien." We §wam across the clear 
d6ep river and back again. 

On returning to the bureau in the Rue Raugraf we 
found that the Chancellor had not yet'arrived. We 
had hews, however, of the. battle which^nad been fought 
the day before to the wxiit of Metz. There were heavy 
losses on our side, and it Vith great difficulty 

that .Bazaine was prevented from breaking through our 
lines. It was understood tb h the village of Mars la 
Tour was the point at which the conflict had raged 
most violently. The leaden rain of the chassepots was 
literally like a hailstorm. One of the cuirassier regi¬ 
ments,-we were told, with' the exaggeration which is not 
unusual in such cases, was almost utterly destroyed and 
the dri^pon guards had also suffered severely. Not .a 
single division escaped without heavy losses. To-day, 
however, we had superior numbers’ as the French had 
had yesterday, and if the latter attempted another'sortie 
we jnight expect to be victorious. 

It did not, however, appeaar oertain, and we were 
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accoi^ngly* somewhat un^y* We could not sit still 
or think steadily, a#3, as in fever, we wer^ oppresseii 
by thS same idfeas, which returned agaifl and again. * We 
waljced to the fbarket arAJ then to the Sridge^ where we 
saw^thc -vyoun^Ied, ^yl>o,were ndw gradually coming in, 
those with light‘injuries on foot and the ^othej-s in 
ambulance cars. On the road towards Metz we mot.%i 
batch of.over 12<) prisoners. They were for the most 
‘part small, poor-lookihg specimens,; but there were also 
amongst t^em some tall, brojjd-shoulderod fellows from 
the guards, who could be recognised by the white 
facings of their tunics. Then once more to the rharket- 
place and around the gardcp boliind the house, where a 
dog lies butied ufider a toailTstppe with the /ollowiug 
touching inscription 


f 

GiiA^ri) Au^ebt liriTAPnK A ha ('hienne. 
lei tu giH, ma viuillo Hmio, 

TVi n’os done pUiH [><iur iiios vioux jouftt. 

O" t-oi, ma Diaiio cliorio, 

• 9 e to pleurorai toujeurn. 

At length, aboulj G Chancellor returned. 

No, great battle had taken t*ldce that day, but it "W'as 
highly probable that an engagement would occur on the 
morrow. Th* Chief told us at dinner that he ha^ 
visited his eldest son. Count Herbert, in the field 
ambulance-^t Mariavillos where he w<as lying in con-*' 
8e<^iience of a buUet wound in the thigli, which h^ had 
received during the general cavalry .charge at Mars la 
XQur^ After riding about for some time the Mlpiitn 
at length found his son in a /armhouse with a consider 
able number of other‘wounded soldiers. They were in 
charge*of a surgeon, who was unable to obtain a supply 
of water, and Who ^crupled to take the turkeys and 
chickens that wertJ running about tha 'yard for the use 
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of his patients. “ He said die cojild added the 

Minister, “ and all our ai'guments jrc in vain. I then 
threatened to Tshoot the pbnltry with my revolver and 
afterwards .gave him twenty fAincs to pay for fifteen. 
At last I Remembered tfrat I was* a l^ru.ssian. General, 
and ©rdci^'d him to do as I told him, whereupon he 
olVjyed me. I had, however, to look for the water 
my.self ami to have it fetclied in barrel.'^.” 

In the meantime the AmerieaTi General Sheridan 
had arriv'ed in the town, and asked for an interview 
with tlie Chancellor. He had come from Chicago, and 
loilged at the Croix Blanc, in the market-])Iace. At the 
de.sire of the Minister I called u})on General Sheridan 
and informed him that (rsiunt Bi.smarctk would be 
pleased to see him in the > oitrse <pf the evening. The 
general, wa.s a small, corpulent gentleman of about 
forty-five, with dark moiistaclie and chin tuft, and 
.spokp the purest Yankee dialect. He wa.s accom[)anied 
bv his aide dc camp, For.sythe, and a journali.st named 
Ma(djean, .who served b,;Vvan interpreter, acting at tin* 
same time as war corre.spv went tor the Ni-tv York 
World. 

Durin" the nioht further .strumj; contingents of 
troops marched through the town—Saxo'iis, as ive as¬ 
certained next day. In the morning we heard that the 
ivinn and CHiain'eHor had gone off at 3 .\.M. A battle 
was being fought on about the same ground as that of 
the IGth, and it a]g)ears as if this engagement were to 
prove I .^svcisive. It will lie easily understood thac wo. 
were still more excited than we had been during the 
last few days. Uneasy, .and impatient for particulars 
of \vhat W'as passing, we started in tin' diref;t'ion of 
McuZ, noinn some four kilometr<*s f-om Pont a Mousson, 
suffering both mentally and physicrdly, from our 
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k ljxiety and* Pfuspcn.s^ as 
eat of a windless' Jfev f 


well as from tlie sweltering 
ly and a blazing sky.* We me% 
[lumbers of the less severely founded‘coming towards 
the ttown, siug^^, in cobples, and in large companies, 
feomc stiH cart-ied their rifles, wliile others leant upon 
iticks. Ong had the fed cape of a. J^Vemdi ca^valryman 
[hrown over Iri.s shouhler.s. Tliey had fought two da 3 il? 
before at Mars la Tour and Gorze. They had only 
jicard rumpurs of this day’s battle, apd these, go^od and 
had as the;^ happened* to he, were' soon circulated in an 
exaggerated form throughout the thwn. The good 
news at length seemed to get the upjier hand, although 
late in the gvening we had jstill’ heard nothing definite. 
We dined without our Ghiel, fgr wliom we vaiittul iif 
vain unfil midnight. hathr* on we hetn’d that he, ai-- 
companied by k-Mierichin and Count Hismarck-JJohlen, 
was with the King at Rezonvillc. 

On Friday, August the 19th, wlnui W(" ascertained 

for certain th;ft the, G<‘rjnans had been victorious, 

« • 

Ahckcn, l\eud<‘l], llatzfeldt dro\e to jhc hadlc- 

lield. At Gorze th? Coil^lfhors got. out, intending to 
prOciM'd further on hors<'h.ack. ’['he narrow I’oad 'was 
blocked wfith all sorts ofteonve-v-ances, so that it was 
impossilile foi' our carriage to ]iass. Fiom the same 
direction as ours(dves canu' carts jvith liay, sti^iw, wood, 
and baggage, while amihunition waggons and vehicles'” 

O “ O ■’ ^ O O 

cohveying tin- w’ounded 'wcia* coming the otheF waiy. 
'I'hc latter were being moved into tlF houses, nearly all 
<^f ^'^lich were turned into hospitals and wertT^istin- 
guished by tln^ Gc^neva ‘cross.^ ^\t ^almost ev'cry 

window we cotdd see incr^witU their heads or arms in 
bandages. 

After about an h«tur’s d^day we wen* able t<» mf>\'e 
slowly forward. 'I'he road to tlie ri^ht not far from 
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Gorze would have taken us in littk over dialf an hour 

to Rezonville, where I was to mAif the Minister and 

our horsemen*. ^*My .maji however, failed to give me 

any guidance, and I was afraid'of going^too near Mntz. 

I therefore^ followed the*high road furth^, and passing 

a farpi w)^ere the Ijouse, barn and stables were full of 

^fpunded, we came to the village of Mars ki Tour. 

Immediately behind Gorze we had already, met^ 
traces of the battl^e,-*—pits dug in the earthy by shells, 
branches torn* off by shot and some dead horses. As 
we went on we e?lme upon the latter more frequently, 
occasionally two or three together, and at one place a 
group of eight carcases* Most of them were fearfully 
Swollen, jvith their leg^ in the air, while their heads lay 
slack on the gjound. Tfiefe was an encampment of 
Saxon .troops in Mars la TouA The ••illage seemed to 
have suffered Ijttlc from the engagement of the 16th. 
Only one house was burned down. I asked a lieutenant 
of Uhlans where Rezonville. was. He‘did not know. 
Where wa^ the Kang a place about two hours 

from here,” he ^aid, Sirection,”—pointing 

towtirds the east. A peasant woman having directed 
us the same way^ we took that road, which brought us 
after a time to the village of Vionville.* Shortly before 
reaching ^jiis place I §aw for the fir.st time one of the 
“■soldiers who had fallen in the late battle, a Prussian 
mukkftteer. -His features were* as dark as those 6t a 
Turco, and were fearfully bloated. All the houses in 
the viii«ge were full of men who were severely wo\i5de«i. 
German and ^ French assistant-surgeons and hospital 
attendants, all wearing .the ^Geneva cross, were busy 
moving from place to place. 

* I decided to wait theare for the jSlinister and the 
Councillors, as I •believed they must certainly pass that 



way soon. .As*! went towards the bamefield* through 
a side street I* saw.^jj^uman leg lying in a* ditch, hf^ 
c<?ver«d with .a bundle of Idood-staiaef^ rags. . Sbrue 
four hundred yaces froija .the Village were two parallel 
pit^ about thpie hundred feet* in length, and neither 
widh nor* deep, at ‘which the grave dig^rs* were still 
working. Near by had been collected a greal mass (jf 
German and Vrench dead. Some of the bodies were 
half naked, but tnost of them were still in uniform. 
AU were •of a dark grey colour rfhd wete fearfully 
swoll^ from the heat. There miglit have beeq one 
hundred and fifty corpses in all, and others were* being 
constantly unloaded from the (jarts. Doubtless, many 
had already, been J^uried. ’ Jl'urther on in the direction 
of Metz ithe ground rose slightly,*and there in particular 
great numbers appeared*to have fallen.* The ground 
was everywhere covered with French caps, Prussian 
helmets, knapsacks, arms,- uniforms, * underclothing, 
shoes, and paper. Here and there in the furrows *of a 
potato field lay single bodifs, oim with a whole leg torn 
away, another with half blown off, while some 

had the right hand s’tretchiea out stiffiy pointing towards 
the .sky. There were also few single graves, marked 
with a chassepot stuck in the ground'or with a crosS 
made from the wood of a cigjir box roughly tied together. 
The effluvium was very noticeable, and at tiincs, when 
the .wind came from the direction of a heap of* dead 
horses, it became unendurable. , 

was time to return to the carriage, and bfigides I 
liad seen quite enough of the battlefield- I took another 
way back, but I was again obliged to pass further masses 
of the .dead, this time all*Frehch. Near some of the 
bodies lay packets of letters^ that had been carried 
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their knstp^ck^ I brought some of these with nx as 
^emento, mmongst them being ^^tters in Germai 
froih . one Apaitasia Stpmpf, oi Sch§crweiler^ negr 
Schlettstadt. These* I fotind.i;;jing by a« French soldier 
who had ’been stationed at Caen shcf^tly before* the 
outbreak *of«the war. One of them, in mdiffel’ent 
Eipelling, was dated 'bhe 25th of the Hay Month, 1870/’ 
and concluded with the words, “We constantly commend 
thee to the protection of the Blessed Virgin ! ” • 

It ‘w'as' 4 o’clbck when I got back, and as the 
Minister had not,arrived, wc returned to Gorze. Here 
we met Keudell, who, with Abeken and Count Hatzfeldt 
had called upon the Chjef at Kezonville. During the 
battle of the 18th instant, j^ich was. decided at Grave- 
lotte, the Minister had,''toother with the King, ventured 
d considerable*distance towartls the front, so that for a 
time both of them were in some* danger. Bismarck had 
afterwards wit'll his own -hands tako*i water to the 
wounded. At 9 p.m. I saw him again safe and 
sound at Pont h*Mor\ason, \vhere wc»air took supper 
with him. * Naturally, tl^v'- convers^ition tui-ned for the 
moat part on the last two l^ttles and the resulting gains 
and losses. The PreAch hi2d^falleu in huge masses. The 
Minister had seeh our artillery mow down whole lines 
of their guards near Gravelotte. We had also suflfered 
severely.^* Only the losses of the 16th of August were 
known up to the present. V A great many i\oble 
Prussian families will go into mourning,” the Chief said. 

“ Wesiifihlen and Reuss lie in their graves, Wedell, and 
Finkenstein are d^ad, Rahdeu (Lucca’s husband) is shot 
through both dheeks, 6,nd a crowd ©f officers commanding 
regiments or battalions hhve either fallen or are severely 
w<iujaded. The whole field near Mare la Tour was 




yesterday white and Uue wit!^ thtl Jbodies of 

cuirassiers an5 drag’Ans.” * In explanation gf this atate- 
nmentf we lyer# infoimed thatjaeax the yillage referred fo 
there had beea a great gayalr^ charge upon the J'rench, 
wht) were preswing forward in. the direction of Verdun. 
Thfa charge was.rfepelled by the enemas infantry in 


Balaclava fashion; but had so far.seFved its pifrposfe that 
the French were kept in check until reinforcements 
• arrived. The Chancellor’s two sons had also gallantly 


ridden irrto that leaden KailstornS, the elder receiving 
no less than three ‘bullets, *one passing through the 
breast of his tunic, another hitting his watch, and the 


third lodging in his thigh. The younger appears to 
have escaped unhurt. The, Chief related, evidentljr 
with sopie pride, how Count* BiM rescued two Comrades 
who had lost their horses, ’dragging them out of the 
miUe in his powerful grasp and riding off with them. 


Still more German blood was shed on the 18th, but we 


secured the victory, and obtained the object of our 
sacrifices. Th’at evening Bazaine’e* army had finally 
retired to Metz, ancj eve a.Fjj m^ officers wboha we had , 
captured admitted fhat t^^ now believed their ^use 
was lost. , The Saxons, whoffiad made long marches on 
the two previous days, were able to take an important 
part in the tattle near the village of Saint Privat. 
They now occupied the road to Thionville, st/that Metz^ 
wp§ entirely surrounded by our troops, ^ , 

It appeared that the Chancellor did not quite approve 
of the course taken by the military authorities in both 
tattles. Among other things he said that ^leinmetz 
had abused the really* astounding gali^tsy of our men— 


“he v»8 a spendthrift of»blodd,” The Minister spoke 
with violent indignation of the barbarous manner in 
whidi the French'condu<;tedUhe war ;^^ey were 8ai<f to 
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have fired upoif^ the Geneva cross and even.upon 3i i 

■ L ■ 


oi truce 

^ -Sheridan seepied to h^ve epee 


ily goi on a fwenc 


footing with the^ Minister* as J jvas instructed to inv. 
him and bis two compaiuohs to dinner oH^ the followin 
evening. * • ^ • 

At 11* o’clock on the 20th of Aug'ust the Chancello 
received a visit from the Crown Prince, who wr 
.stationed with his troops about, twfenty-fiv'e Englisl 
miles from Pont h hlousson on the road fronr Nancy tt 
Chhlons. In tl:^e afternoon some twelve hundrec 
prisoners, including two carts conveying officers, passer 
through the Rue Notre Dame in charge of a detachment 
of Prussian cuirassiers. Sheridan, Fossvthe and MacLeai 
dined that evening with ihf Minister, who k(«pt up £ 
lively conversation in good English with the America! 
general. The Chief and his American guests had cham 
pagne arid porter. The latter was drunk out of pewtei 
mugs, one of which the Minister filled for me. I mentioi: 
tllis because no oiks els^at table had pirrtiu', and the gift 
was particularly welcomeyis_, gincup we left Sa.irbmeck 
we had had no beer. Sh'Jh'idan, who was known as a 
successful soldier on the Fod^ral side in the last year of 
the American Civil War, spoke a good deal. He told us 
of the hardships he and his companions had undergone 
during the ride from the Rocky Mountains to Chicago, 
of the fearful swarms of-mosquitoes, of a great heap of 
bones in California or thereabouts in which fossils were 
found, and of buffalp and bear hunting, &c. The Chan¬ 
cellor mso told some hunting stories. One day in Fin¬ 
land he found'hinlself in dangerous proximity to a big 
bear. It was white with snow, and he had barely been 
able to see it “ At last I fired, howewx, and the bear 
fefi some six paces from me. But it was not killed, and 
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might get tlp.agaan. I kngw ^hat I had to e:fpect, and 
80 without stirring l^uietly reloaded, and aS soon as^t 
stirred I shot ft dead.” • • • . * 

^We were very busy •on the forenoon of the 21 at of 
August, prepa??Dg reports and leading article’s to be for¬ 
warded to Germafiy. • We heard that the Bear^ of ^ flag 
of truce who was fired upon by the* French was Captain^r 
Major Verdy, of Moltke’s general staff, and that the trum¬ 
peter who accompanied hiqi was wounded. Trustworthy 
information was received fronj Florence to the effect that 
Victor Emmanuel and his Ministers had, in consequence 
of our victories, decided to observe neutrality, which up 
to that time was anything l)ut certain. Now it was at 
last possible to estifnate, at loa^ approximately, J;he losses .. 
of the Iftench at Courcellesf Mars le Tour, and Gravelotte. 
The Minister pt],f; them al: about 50,000 men during the 
three days, of whom ab<5ut 12,000 were killed. He added : 
"The ambition* and mutual jealousy of some of our 
generals was tg blame for the severity of our losses. 
That the guards' charged too anon ^^as entirely dueHo 
their jealousy of tiny SaxJ!|^^^o were coming up behind 
thpm.” 

That afternoon I ha(|P some ‘talk with one of the 
dragoon guar^lfj who had been in th*e charge on tfie 
French battery on the 16th. He maintaipAd that 
besides Finkenstein and Reuss, the two Treskows were • 
als# dead and buried; and that after the battle‘one 
squadron had been formed oiit of the three sfjuadrons of 
bis^egiment that had been in action, and one i:egiment 
out of the two dragoon regiqients that had been engaged. 
He spoke very modeStly about that galla*nt deed. " We 
had to charge,” he said, " tn orSer to prevent our artillery 
being taken by the^ enem 3 t.” While I waa talking to 
him some Saxon'infantry J)assed by -with a batch of 

VOL. I H , 
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about 150 prisoners. I ascertained from the * escort? thf 
a^er their long march the ^axon^'^had fought in th 
battle ;iear Rqpcourt and Saint Privat. ©nee they ha 
charged with thfe bayonet and ,the butt "ends of thei 
rifles. They had lost » good mfjny officers, inclu<iin. 
General Krausshaar. , * » 

^ As I entered thd room that evening at tea time th 
chief said : “ How are you, doctor ? " 

“ I thank your Excellency, quite well.” 

“Have you seeft something of what has b^en goin^ 
on?” 

“Yes, your Excellency, the battlefield near Vionviile. 

“ It is a pity you \vere not with us to share ou 
fy;lventures on the 18th.” « , 

The Chancellor then'went. on to give us a fulbaccouni 
of his experience's during the laat hours of the battle anc 
the following night. 1 shall give these and other par¬ 
ticulars later oh, as I heard them from the Minister. 
Herd I will only mention that the King had ventured 
too far to the front, wjdch Bismarck thought was not 
right. Referring to ourmr^ tha American General 
Shejydan said : “ Your iinkhtry is the best in the 

world ; but it was wrong'^of^ your generals to advance 
their cavalry as they did.” i may further mention that 
Bohlen, in the course of the conversation said to the 
.^Chancellb^‘: “ Did you* hear how the Bavarian muttered 
when cthe result seemed Mioubtful—‘ Things look had ! 
It’s a bad case ! ’—^d was obviously delighted to think 
we were going to bet beaten ? ” The Bavarian refarred 
to was Prince Luitpold. The name of General Steinmetz 
then came up. ® Tife Chancellor said that he was brave, 
but self-willed and excesMvely vain. Small and,slight 
of ^gure> when he came into the Diet ho always stood 
newt Presideut’s chair so asjto be noticed. He used 
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to Attract* attention by pretending to be very busy taking 

notes of what went»n, as if he were following the dejjpte 
,with great cate. "Me evideatly thought;the newsfjapers 
wjpuld mentibn it, aiMi- praise £is z6al. If I am not 
mistaken hig*^calcuhition proved correct.” * 

On Mondays thg 22nd of August,* I v^ote^in my 
diary: " Cajled to the Chief at lT)’30 a.m. He a^ed 
first a/ter my health and whether I also had been • 
attacked by dysentery. He had had a bad time of it 
the night before. The Count do^l^n vith dysentery 1 
God save him from it ! * It would, be worse than the 
loss of a battle. Without him our whole cause would* 
be reduced to uncertainty and vwcillation.” 

On the instructions .of the Chief I ^ sent the* 
Kolnische Zeitung the translation of part of a con¬ 
fidential report accoiding to whicH the Emptfror 
Alexander was favourably disposed towards the French. 

I also wired to Berlin respecting the’ closing of some 
small telegraph offices the officials ' of which* were 
required for the field service. * 

There is no lo»ger lyu^aoubt that we* shall retain * 
Alsace and Metz, with its environs, in case of a final 
victory qver France. Tlj^ Tjonsiderations that have led 
the Chancellor to thi^ conclusion,* and which hAve 
already been discussed in an academic iv^jg-'in the 
English press, are somewhat as follows ; — 

. . A war indepinity, however great it may ba, would 
not compensate us for the enormous sacrifices we have 
^Ude. We must protect South Germany with its 
exposed position against French attofiks, and thus put an 
end to the pressure 'Exercised upbn it Uy France daring 
two oenturies, especially ^ tins pressure has during the 
whole time greatly contribjuted to German dlsorga|iisa- 
tion and confusion. Badei!, WlirteBqberg, and the other 

H 2 
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south-western districts mu*st i^t in future be threatened 

bjj^Strassbujg and subject to atta^V that point. 

This'also applies-to Bavaria. Within 160 yeartf the 

French have madb war upon South-west Germany m^re 

than a dozdb times. Efibrts were. madcf" in 1814 and 
. • * * 

1815 in a ^orbfering spirit to secixre guarantees against 

a ^newal of such attacks. That forbearance, however, 

was without effect, and it would now also remain fimit- 

less. The danger lies in the incurable arrogance and ’ 

lust of power which is part of the French character, 

qualities that might be abused by every ruler—not by 

any means by the Bonapartes alone—for the purpose of 

attacking peaceful neighbours. Our protection against 

j this evil does not lie in vain attempts periodically to 

soothe French susceptibilithis^but rather in securing a 

wfell-defended frontier. France^ by repeatedly annexing 

German territory and all the natural defences on our 

western frontier, has put herself in a position to force her 

way into South Germany with a comparatively small 

force before assistahee < 4 ^n be brought from the north. 

Such invasions have repeS^d-ly oocurred under Louis 

XIVf and his successor, as well as under the Republic 

and the First Empife, aAd^ the sense of insecurity 

oblig es the German States to reckon constantly with 

Franco..^ That the annexation of a piece of territory 

—will produce bitter feelings amongst the French is a 

matter* of no. consequence. Such feelings would exist 

in any case, even .without any cession of territory. 

Austria did not lose an acre of soil in 1866, and^ej; 

what thanks have we had^? Our victory at Sadowa 

had already filled the French with liatred and vexation. 

How much stronger must tha^ sentiment be after our 

viotories at Wdrth and l)|letz I Revenge for those 

defeats will continue to bd the war ery in Paris even 
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witBoat annexation, will spread to •influentiai 
oirolee in the prox^ces, just as the idea of revenge^r 
Waterloo wa#kept alive there for deeadea An. ehemy 
w^o <tennot 1)e turned • into a friend by considerate 
treatment n^ttet be. rendered thoroughly tod perma¬ 
nently harmless. • Jl’ot the demolition, but th^ surrender, 
of the easCe^ fortresses of Fraftice can alone serve 
purpoa^. Whoever desires disarmament must wish to 
see France's neighbours adopt tl^is courae, as France is 
the sole djsturber of Europe^i peace, and will remain so 
as long as she can. • • 

It is astonishing how freely this idea of th<? ChieFs 
now flows from one’s pen.^ What looked like a miracle 
ten days rfgo seems now quite natural and a jnatter «f 
course.® Perhaps the suggestion as to a German Empire 
which is understood to Have been mentioned during the 
visit of the Crown Prince is also an idea of the same 
kind. Blessings follow closely upon each other’s heels. 
We may now Regard every thiug as probable. 

At dinner the Minister complained of th^ excessive 
frugality with whicji the^<)|Mi|rfcipal officials of the Royal 
Household catered for the KTng’s table. “ There is seldom 
any champagpe, and in jjfn? matter of food also short 
commons is the^ rule. When I glance *at the numberjat- 
cutlets I only take one, as I am afraid thaCpfch^ftnse 
somebody else would liave to go without.” These re- 
T\prks, bke simil^ hints given recently, vere intended 
for one or other of the gentlemen from the Court, with 
j tiiew to their being repeated ia> the proper quarter. 
The conversation then turqed on the improper, not to 
3ay disgraceful, manner in which the French soldiers 
c;&rried on the war. Th^ Minister said they had killed 
one of otir oflieers near 14/u:^ la Tour (Finkenstei^, I 
believe it was) while he Was sitting -woimded by the 
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roadside. One o? the conl^an^ maintained^that he had 
be^ shot, but another said that an 'j^^mination of the 
body' by a doator showed that the oftieer had been- 
stabbed. The Chief remarked that if he had to choo^, 
he should prefer being stabbed to bein^ shd't. 

Count H^rb^t has been brought m* from the Field 
Hc^^ital, and a bed lias been prepared for, him on the 
floor in his father’s room. I was talking to him to-day. 
His wound is painful, but up to the present it does not ' 
appear to be d&ngerous. He is to return tojGermany 
one of these days, where he will remain until he has 
recovered. 
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COMMEHCY—BAR DUC-^CLERMONT £N ARGONNE 

On Tuesday, August 23rd, we were to contiaue our 
journey westwards. Slieridan.and his companions were 
to accompany us* or to follow without delay, R^- 
gierungftpraesident von hiu^hlwetter remained behind 
as Prefect; Count Henhkel went to Saargemund* and 
Count Renard, a huge figure with a beard of cor¬ 
responding amplitude, went to Nancy in a similar 
capacity. Bi^mberger, the member ‘ of Parliahient, 
visited us again. I also noti^l H%rr Stieber on one 
occasion in the nfighbs^^od of the house at the 
corner of the Rue Raugr^and as 1 was walking ^bout 
the town^to t^ke a last lo|^\it tltb place before leaving, 
I saw the finq-drawn, wrinkled, cledn shaven face 
Moltke, whom I had last seen as he entered theJP^f^n 
OflBce in company with.the Minfater of War five or six 
days before the declaration of hostilities. It seamed to 
me that his features wore to-d^ an expression of 
peKect content and satisfaction. . 

On my return to the office I was .much interested by 
a report of the viewl^ recently expre8.se(f by Thiers as to 
the immediate future of France. He regarded it as 
certain that in'case of victory we should retain Alsace. 
Tie defeat of iJapoleoB w6uld be fallowed by the loss 
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of his 51e would«be succeeded for a few imnths 

W a IlepuliJic, and then probably one of the Orleans, 
family, or perh^s by I^eopold oi Belgium, who, ac¬ 
cording to the source 'fronf which our info.-mant obtained 
his news (c\ne of Rothscluld’s confidants),'was known on 
the best authority to be extremely atnliitious. 

We lift Pont 'h Mousson at 10 o’clock. In the 
villages along the road the houses stood side by^ide as 
in a town. Most of them possessed handsome municipal 
buildings and schocls, and some had seeming!^ ancient 
Gothic churches. ^ On the other side of Gironville the 
road passes a steep hill, with a wide prospect of the 
plain beneath. Here we left the carriages in ord^r to 
ease the load for the horses. The Chancellor who drove 

f 

at the head of our party w’th Abeken also got out and 
wall^ed for a quarter of an hour, his big boots reminding 
one of pictures of the thirty years’ war. Moltke walked 
beside him; the greatest strategist of our days striding 
along towards Paris on a country road near the French 
frontier in company with the greatest statesman of our 
time ! 

After we had returned^ Co the carriages we saw a 
number of soldiers to the right putting up a telegraph 
line. Shortly after 2 o’clock we came to Commercy, a 
"'blhgbt little town with about 6,000 inhabitants. The 
white bltCids in the betuer class houses were for the most 
part drawn down, as if the occupants did not wish to 
see the hated Prussians. The people in blouses were 
more curious and less hostile. 

The Chief, together with Abeken and Keudell, took 
up their quarters in the chateau of Count Macore de 
Gaucourt in the Rue des Fontaines, where a Prince von 
Schwarzburg had lodged, and which was now occupied 
by 'the lady of the house. ^ Her liuaband was in the 
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Frendh army and was accojdingly with^is regiment in 
the field. He wa^ ^ very distinguished #gentlema^ 
being descendeHl frcjpi the old Dukes of*LctfTaine. .There 
was^a pretty fldwer garcUin near the hotise, and behind 
it was a large ^ooded, park. I •put up not far from the 
Minister’s quarters at No. 1 Rue Heurt«bis*e^ where I 
had a friendl}r and obliging landlord and an excelle:^ 
fourpost ,bed. I called afterwards on the Chancellor, 
whom I fomid in the* garden, and asked if there was 
anything fty: me to do. After thinldng ^]pr a rnoment, 
he said there was, and an hour later .1 provided work 
l) 9 th fbr the Field Post and the new telegraph line. 

. AAiongst other things I wrpte the following para¬ 
graph : “ It'is now quite eloaj» that the Princ(^ of the, 
Orleans family consider tlmtf tlieir time has come, as 
they expect to see the staf of the Napoleons sink lower 
arid lower. In order to emphasise the fact that they 
ar© Frenchmen, they have placed their ‘swords in the 
present crisis at the service of their country. The 
Orleans lost their throne in grea^art tflirough their own 
sluggishness and tln^ ind^d£|rence to tlie development 
of 'neighbouring States, ^ihey would now appear 
determined.to regain it by (^etgy, dnd to maintain their 
p^ition by flattering French chauvinism, and love of*... 
glory and universal dominion. Our work is nqt-jy^ 
done. A decisive victory is probable, but is not yet 
cert^n. The fall pf Napoleon seems near at hand, but 
it is not yet accomplished. Even shqpld it (Xjcur, could 
w^ hi view of the considerations already mentioned, 
rest content with it and accept it as the sole result of 
our exertions, could wer feel confideilt df hrfving attained 
our pritajipal object, namelj^, to secure peace'with France 
for many years'to come? No one can answer that 
question in the afiirmativp. 'A peace vith the Orleans 
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on the French throne be still mgre* a mockery 

than one ^ith Napoleon, who m^^t already have had 
enough of ‘ ha gloire.’ ^ooner or later* we shoCild be 
again challenge*d by France,- who probably woul(^ be 
then better prepared 5nd wogld ^have' secured more 
powerful lalli^.” 

Three reserve arrrfy corps are to be formed in Ger¬ 
many. One, and the strongest, near Berlin ; one on 
the Rhine ; and a third at Glogau in Silesia, in conse- 
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quence of the equivocaj attitude of Austria. That 
would be a purely defensi'^c measure. The troops on 
the Rhine are to be commanded by the Grand Duke of 
Mecklenburg, those near IJerlin by General von Can- 
«tein, and those at Glo^ffu by Generhl von Lowenfeld. 

Towards evening the ifiihtary band played Before the 
fesldepce of tlie King, the street urchins holding their 
notes for the musicians in the friendliest po.ssible 
manner. The King had also stopped at Commercy 
during the war against the First NapolQou. 

Coui\ts Waldhrsce^'ind Lehndorft', and Lieutenant- 
General von Alvenslebe^i (fron? Magdeburg) were 
amongst the Chiefs gue^s at dinner. Alvenslgben 
told us the story of a so-caV’ed “ Marl-Majo»” who was 
. accustomed to a’ttribute all sorts of occurrences to geo- 
gnboti'' ^causes. He reasoned somewhat in this style : 
“ It follows from the character and conduct of the Maid 
of 'Drleans that she coilld only have been bom on a 
fertile marly soil, that she was fated to gain a victory in 
a limestone country, and to die in a sandstone distnetr,” 
Speaking of the barbarpus way in which the French 
conducted the* war, Alvensleben ^id that they had also 
fired upon a'flag of truce at'T'oul. On the other hand; 

officer who for a joke rode along*the glacis had g 
friendly chat with the gentlemen 6n the walls. 




questidh whert^her it would bjs possible to take Paris by 
storm in spite of its. |^rtification8 was anawefed in the% 
affirmative by tl^ military guest^p. General.Alvensleben 
said “ A great city of that- kind cannot be successfully 
defended if it is attacked by a* sufficiently Numerous 
force.” Count Waldersee wislied to “ see Babei utterly 
destroyed,” an<^ brought forward nr^ments in favour 
of that measure with which I was immensely pleased. 
The Minister, however,•replied : “ Xes, that would be a 
very good thing, but it is impqjssible for raany reasons. 
One of these is that numbers of Germans in Cologne 
and Frankfort have considerable sums invested thete.” 

The conversation then turnod upon our conquests 
in France and those ^till to be made. Alvensleben was* 
in favour* of keeping the aoQntry up to the Marne. 
Bismarck had another idett, which, however, he s^effiecf 
to think it impossible to*reali8e. “My ideal would l>e,” 
he said, “ a kind bf German colony, a neutral State of 
eight or ten mjllion inhabitaijts, free from the con¬ 
scription and whose taxes shoulj^ How* to Gerijiany so 
far as they were no^ reqi|U»d for domestic purposes. 
France would thus lose a dif^ict from which she draws 
her best soldiertj, and woul(^d rendered harmless. In 
the rest of Franpe no Bourbon, no Orlean?*, and pro^ 
bably no Bonaparte, neither Lulu ^thc Princc Jrpp^fTOf; 
nor the fat Jerome, nor. the old one. I did not wish 
for jwar in connection with the'Luxemburg, affair,* as I 
knew that it would lead to six others. But we must 
nojpv*put an end to all this. However, we must not 
sell the bear’s skin before we Jiave killed it. I confess 
I am superstitious in* that resj>ecf.” “ Jfever mind,” 
said Count Waldersee, “ouf bear is alrea^ly badly hit.” 

The Chief then again referred to the royal tab||e 
and to the frugal runner in ^hich food 'was doled out 
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to the guests, his remarks,being probably'intended for 

^^unt Lekndorff, who was exp«ted to repeat them. 
V We had cutlets there* recently, and i could rfot take 
two, as there* was only ona apiece *for us. Rabbit 
followed, ^nd I debated* with rnyself whether I should 
tak^ a lecotfd portion, although I* could easily have 
^anaged four. At hength hunger overcaihe my polite¬ 
ness, and I seized a second piece, though I pm sure I 
was robbing somebotly else.” • • 

The Chancellor then jvent on to speak Af his sons. 
“ I hope,” he said, “ I shhll be able to keep at least 
one of my youngsters—1 mean Herbert, who is on his 
way to Germany. He got to feel himself quite at 
•home ip camp. Form^ly he was* apt t<f be haughty, 
but as he lay woundec^ at Pont it Moussoti he was 
klrfiost more friendly with l?lie common troopers who 
visited him than with the officers.” 

At tea we were told that in 1814 the King had his 
qua*rters in the same street where hq now lives, next 
door to ^ the hoifse he^occupies at present. The Chief 
seems to fiavo spoken to to^ay about decorating 

Bavarian soldiers with tlm Iron Cross. The Minister 
said : “ My further 'plan* campaign for his Majesty 
that part oP his e.scort should be. ^nt on ahead. 
Tl5te»<K;Quntry must be scoured by a company to the 
right and left of the road, and the Royal party must 
remain together. Pickets must be, posted at stated 
intervals. The King approved when I told him that 
this had been done also in 1814. The Sovereignly 4id 
not drive on that* occasion^ but went on horseback, and 
Russian soldihrs, ‘twenty paces Apart, lined the whole 
route.” Somebody suggested the possibility that 
p^iasants or franctireurs might fire ’ at the King. 
“ Certainly,” added the Chiefs ‘‘and*what makes it so 
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importSint a* point is that the personage In question, if 
he is ill or wounded <m otherwise out of sorta, has onl 3 j- 
to say ^Gk> back^! ’ and we mu8| all of us gp back.”. • , 
left Comtnercy neyt. dayat lioon,'passing several 
military detachihents qnd a number of encampnients on 
our way. The measures of precaution njeniipned by 
the Chief had’ been adopted. We were preceded by a 
squadron of uhlans and escorted by the Stahswachc, wbicA 
formed a bright picture of many colours, being recruited 
from the various cavalry regiments, sQch j},s greeft, red, 
and blue hus.sars, Saxon and Prussian dragoons, &c. 
The carriages of the Chancellor’s party followed close 
behind those of the King’s. For. a long time we did not 
come across ftoiy villages. Then we pa.ssed through St. , 
Aubin, and soon after came to*a milestone by the road¬ 
side with the words “ Pari^241 kilometres’’’ so that we 
were only a disbince of some thirty-two German miles 
from Babel. W'C afterwards pas.sed a* long line of 
tran.sport carts belonging to the regiments of King John 
of Saxony, the fcrrand Duke of II(^e, &c., which showed 
that we were now in ^e di.iitrh’t occupied by the Crown 
Prince’s army. 

Shortly afterwards we ^tered 'the small town of 
Ligny, which was thronged 'Vith Bavitrian and other * 
soldiers. We waited for about three-quarters o/..,*ttr 
hour in the market-place which was crowded with all 
8ort§ of conveyances, while the Chief paid a visit ta the 
Crown Prince. On our starting once more we met 
fur^fer masses of blue Bavarian infantry, some light 
horse collected round their camp fires, then a second 
squadron with a herd of cattle guardeti by soldiers, and 
finally a third larger encaifipmfent within a circle of 
^baggsige waggons: 

Bar le Due, th« largest town in ,\vhich we have 
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stayed «p to Tlie preseift, njay have a population hf som 
J.5,000. •The streets and squ^es presented a livel 
pifctiire as v^e drove thr|ugh, and we caught gliftipsos o 
curious fernalS faces watehin^us through the blind^ Oi 
the arrival of the Kin^ the Bayaj’ian band played “ Hei 
dir im ,Sieg^rkranz.” He took up* his quarters in the 
house occupied by ’the local branch ^of the Bank ot 
France, in the Rue de la Banque. The Chancellor anel 
his party lodged oq the other side of the street, in tire 
hous^ of a PSrnay, who had^gone off leaving an old 
woman in charge. * 

Dr. Lauer, the King’s physician, dined with the 
Minister that evening. The Chief was very communi¬ 
cative as usual, and appeared to be in pafticulj^fly good 
humour. He renewed Ifis-complaints as to chc “ short 
commons ” aV the royal table, evidently intending the 
doctor to repeat them to Count Buckler or Perponcher. 
During his visit at Ligny he had lo take breakfast, 
which he said was excellent, with the ,Crown Prince and 
the Princes ami chief officers of his suite. He had a 
seat near the fire, liowevov .whic^i was not quite to hi.s 
ta,ste, and othei’wise it in many ways less comfort¬ 

able than in his o\Vn qUafters. “ Thcfc were too many 
Pri nces there‘for an ordinary mortal to be able to 
’’Mtwl a place.. Amongst them was Frederick the Gentle 
(Friedrich der Sacfite—Frederick VIII. of Schleswig- 
HoUitein). He wore -a Bavarian yniform, so that I 
hardly knew hiiji at first. He looked somewhat em¬ 
barrassed when lie recogni.sed me.” We also gachered 
from what the C)fief said that Count Hatzfeldt was to act 
a.s a kind of* Pr^fec't while we remained here, a position 
for which probably hi.s thorough knowledge o^ French 
and of the habits of the country had recommended him. 
Ve also heard that the headquarters might remain here 
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for several , days,—“ as at Ct^pua,” ad^d Count, 

laughing. 

Before tea s®me aiTicles were despat(^ied to Germaoy7 
including one An the part played by > the Saxons at 
Gra^elotte, which the Chancellor praised repeatedly. 

By way of change I'will here again qa-ott^ ^from my 
diary :— ■ , ' 

Th'iirsday^ ‘August 25t/i .—Took a walk early thfs 
morning in the uppei\ and evidently the older, part of 
the town. The shops are almost all .open.^ The 'people 
answer politely when we ash td be sho\yn tlie way. Not 
far from our quarters there is- an ohl stone bridge over 
the river which was unquestionably built before Tjorrainc 
and the Bucl^y of Bar belohgexl to France. Towards^ 
9 o’clock, the Bavarians b^f'^xn 'their march through 
the town, passing in front Af the King’s (piJirters. Mjiro 
French spectators had collected on both sides df the 
street than was quite comfortable for irs. FeU- hours 
together light horse with green uniforms and red facings, 
dark lilue cuirfissiers, lancets, artillery and infantry, 
regiment after regiment marehetl l^efore the Com'mandcr- 
in-Chief of the German force^F As they’passed the Khig 
the 'troops cheered lustily, cavalry swinging their 
sabres, and the toot soldierslifting up their right hamls. • 
The colours wefe’ lowertid before the k;Jovercign, the 
cavalry trumjiets blew an ear-splitthig fanfare, while the 
infantry bauds played stirring iiii’», one of them gjvij,ig 
the "beautiful Hohenfriedberg march. First came General 
von ^Hartmann’s Army Corps, followed by that of Voii 
der Tann, who afterwards took breakfast with us. Who 
could have thought, immediately aitee the war of 1866, 
or even three months ago, «of l?he possibility of such a 
scene ? 

W rote several * tjrtlcles for post anjiJ others for tHe 
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wire. Our people are pressing forward rapidly.* Th< 

^anguards<K)f the Grerman colxun]^^ are already botweer 
Ch&Ions and JEpernay. yhe formation <SS three resecve 
armies in Germhny, which ha^been already menti<^ed, 
began a days ago. *The neutcal Pot^^ers raise some 
objectiop^i to ftur intended annexatidn*of French territory 
for the purpose of securing an advantageous western 
frontier, especially England, who up to tLe present has 
shown a disposition tp tie our hands. The reports frbm St. 
Petersburg appeal to be more favourable, thje'Tsar being 
well disposed to us, although he by no means unreservedly 
accepts the proposed measures, while we are assured of 
the active sympathy ofothe Grand Duchess H^lfene. We 
ohold fast to our intention .to enforce the cafesion of terri¬ 
tory, that intention being^besed upon the neeoesity of at 
length securing South Germany from French attack and 
thus rendering it independent of French policy. When 
our intentions are made public they will certainly be 
energetically endorsed by the national sentiment, which 
it will be difficuF to pj^pose. 

It is reported that a va^^jety of revolting acts have 
been committee! by the mnds of franctireurs that are 
now being formed. ‘Theit^niform is such that they can 
hardly be recognised as soldiers, and the badges by 
which they ace distinguished can be easily laid aside. 
One of these young fellows lips in a ditch near a wood, 
apparently, sunning himself, while % troop of cavalry 
rides by. When they have passed he takes a rifle which 
has been concealed in a bush, fires at them and rpns 
into the wood. . Knowing the way he again appears a 
little further'on ^ a* harmless peasant. I am inclined to 
think that these are not defenders of their country but 
^ther assassins who should be strung up without oet«- 
mony whenevas they are tsaught. 



fi^CVSttjat' Seckendoff, of t^e Grown Prince s staff, was 
the GhiePa gutest. a£ dwarjen The Aug»stenburg<f 
(Frederick VI If. of o^leswig-polstein), w]io has joihed 
the j^varians, ^as spok^.of, and hot td hia advantage. 

. , , . (The opftiions gxpressed tvere practically identical 
with those given inraletter which I receivec^ a rcfv months 
later from a* patriotic friend, Herr Noeldeke, who liv^ 
in Kiel at that time as a professor. He wrote : “ We 

all know that he was not born for heroic deeds. He 
cannot help that. If he waits persistently for his 
inheritance to be restored to him by •some miraculous 
means, that is a family trait. But he might at least 
have made an effort to appear heroic. Instead of loafing 
around with The army he migh4 have led a con\pany on 
a battalion of the soldiers .vfhom at one time he was 
nearly calling his own,—or for my part he might havfe 
led Bavarians. In all probability the result would not 
been very remarkable, but at any rate lie would have 
shown his good will.”) 

Reference was made to tte rt^jpour that the Bavarian 
battalions did not appear pM^cularly anxious fo advance 
at the battle of Worth (or^was it Weissenburg ?), ^nd 
that Majof von Freiberg^€fdled ‘upon them to show 
themselves equal to “ those gallant Prussians.” Secken- 
dorf, if I am not mistaken, confirmed this report. On 
the other hand, he denied that tlie Crown Prince had 
ordered treacherous French peasants to be shot# He 
had, on the contrary, acted with great leniency and 
fofl^arance, especially towards unmannerly French 
officers. 

Count Bohlen, who is afways'reddy *with amusing 
anecdote and flashes of f*n. Said: “On the 18th von 
Breinfcz’s battery was subjected to such a heavy ^e 
that in a short time nea^y all his bosses and most of 
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his men - lay dead or wAun^ed. As he ^was muStering 

8urvivt)rs, the captain remar^d, ‘ A very fine fight, 
isftnot?’”. . I '' ' • . . 

The Chief s^id ; “ Last night I asked the sen^y at 
the door l^ow he was off for food, and I found that the 
mai\ had#hadT nothing to eat for twenty-four hours. I 
lyent to the kitchen and brought him a^ ^ood chunk of 
bread, at which he seemed highly pleased.” 

Hatzfeldt’s appointment as Ppefect led to the mention 
of other Prefects and ^Commissaries in ,itpe. Doubt 
having been expressed as 'to the capacity of some of 
them, the Minister remarked : “ Our officials in France 
may commit a few blunders, but they will be soon for- 
gotten ,if the administration in general Vis conducted 
energetically.” * T * * 

* ° The conversation having turned on the telegraph 

lines which were being so rapidly erected in our rear, 
somebody told the following story. The workmen who 
found that their poles were stolen and their wires cut, 
asked the peasartts tc^eop guard over them during the 
night. "I’lie latter, however..refused to do this, although 
they were offered payme^ for it. At length they were 
promised that the fiam^ each watchman should be 
painted upon every pole. This speculation on French 
vanity succeeded. After that the fellows in the long 
nightcaps kept faithful watch, and no further damage 
was done. 


Friday, August 2Qth .—We are to move forward to 
Saint M^nehould, where our troops have captured §00 
mobile guards. cEarly in the day I wrote an article 
about the franctiteuVs, dealing in detail with the false 
view which they take ol what is permissible in Avar. 


We moved forward on the 26th, not to Saint 
i&^nehould, hewever, which, was- still unsafe, being 
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infested by franctireurs and* mobile guards, but to 
Clermont en Argqnn^ where we arrived at'V o’clock Hi 
the evening, ^n our way vte parsed* through several 
ratl^r large vidages with handsome old churches. For 
the last couple pf hoy re military policemen we\fe stationed 
along the road at* intervals of aboyt 20 ?) pabes. , The 
houses, which, were built of grey sandstone and not 
whitewashed, stood close together. The whole popula- 
fion shuffled about ih clujnsy wooden shoes, ^nd the 
features of^4;he men and womsm, of whonf we saw great 
numbers standing before tTie doors, Vere, so far as I 
could observe in a passing glance, almost invariably 
ugly. Probably the people thought it necess^lry to 
remove the prettier‘girls to a* place of safety out of th(? 
way of tlie German birds 9 Pprey. . , 

We met some Bavarian troops with a line of, trans¬ 
port waggons. The troops loudly cheeked the King, 
and afterwards the Chaneellor. Later on we overtook 
three regiments^f infantry, .some hussars, uhlans, and a 
Saxon commissariat detachment.-i^^Near a vilJjage, which 
was called Triaucourt. if I not mistaken, we met a 
cartful of franctireurs who pad been captured by’our 
people, ihiost of these youjg felloVs hung their heads, ^ 
and one of then\ was weeping. The Chief stopped and 
spKjke to them. What he said did, not appear to please 
them particularly. An officer of higher rank who came 
over*to the carriage of the Coilncillors and. was trbafted 
to a friendly glass of cognac told us«that these fellows 
or* comrades of theirs had on the previous day 
treacherously shot a captain, or major of the uhlans, 
named Von Fries or FHesen. On f)eing taken prisoners 
they had not behaved them^lves like soldiers, but had 
run away from their, escort. The cavalry and rifl^, 
however, arranged a' kind»of battue in fche vineyards, so 
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that some of them were’ag^n seized, while'otherl were 
<iiot or cult down. It was evidel'.t that the war was 
becoming barbarous an^l inhuman, oWing to* these 
guerilla bands.* Our soldiers ^..w'erc prejudiced ag^nst 
them frorn the beginning, even .apart from the possi¬ 
bility of •tiiei? lying treacherously in ambush, as they 
looked upon them as 'busybodies who w'ere interfering 
in what was not their business, and as bunglers who did 
not understand their-work. 

We took ?»ip our residence at^ Clermont dn the town 
schoolhouse in the main street, the King’s quarters being 
over the way. On our arrival, the Grande Kue was full 
of carts and carriages, ^nd^ one saw liere and there a 
•few Saxon rifles. While* Abeken arid I were visiting the 
church we could hear in yhe^ stillness the steady tramp 
6f the troops and their hurrahs as they marched past 
the King’s quarters. 

On our return we were told that the Minister had 
leff word that w'e were to dine with him in the Hotel 
des Voyageurs. We^ound a place at the Chief’s table 
in a back room of the ho|(^-which was full of noise and 
tobacco smoke. Amongsa the guests was an officer with 
a long black beard, “who wpre the Geneva cross on his 
arm. This was Prince Pless. He said that the captured 
French officeps at Pont h, Mousson had behaved in an 
insolent manner, and had spent the whole night drinking 
asd ^playing cards. A general had insisted that he. was 
entitled to have a separate carriage, and been very 
obstreperous when his demand was naturally rejected. 
We then went on to speak of the franctireurs and their 
odious modes of warfare. The Minister confirmed what 
I had already heard from Abeken, namely, that he had 
ipoken very sharply to the prisoners we had met in the 
afternoon. “ Ittold them, ‘ Vmis ser&z tous pendns,—vow 
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n’Stes'pas des ^oldats, votus des assassins On my 
saying this one of piem began to howl.”* We hafu 
already seen *Jthat the Chancellor is anything *but 
unf»eling, and further .proof of this* will be given 

later on. . . • . 

• • » 

In our quarters the Chief’s chamber ivas oti tliQ first 
floor, Abeken,. I believe, having* a back room on tlje 
same landing. The remainder of us were lodged on the 
Second floor in a dormitory or kind of hall which at 
first only centained t\vo ehair^; an<l two bedsteads with 
mattresses but without quilts. The flight was bitterly 
cold, and I only with my waterproof to cover me. Still 
it was quite endurable, esj\c(;ially when one fell asleep 
thinking of the poor soldiers’ \fho have to lie ovtside i» 
the mudfly fields. 

In the morning we were nusy rearranging oui^ ajJart- 
ment to suit our needs. Without depriving it of its 
original charactef we turned it into an oflice and dining 
room. Theiss’s. cleverness f;onjured up a magnificent 
table out of a sawing bench ly^l a Tiaker’s .trough, a 
barrel, a small box jmd n^iioor whiclj we took off' its 
hinges. This work of art sewed as breakfast and dining 
table for the CJiancellor o£ tJie CAnfederation and our¬ 
selves, and in the intervals between those meals was 
used as a desk by the Councillor.s and Secretaries, who 
neatly committed to paper and reproduced in the form 
of despatches, instructions, telegrams, an/l newsparper 
articles the pregnant ideas which 4:he Count thought 
out in our midst. The scarcity of chairs was to a 
certain extent overcome by Requisitioning a bench from 
the kitchen, while scfme of the party contented them¬ 
selves "with boxes as seats.* Wine bottles that had been 
emptied by the Minister served as candlesticks—ex¬ 
perience proved thdt champagne bottlei» were the fittest 
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for this purpose—and a« a^ matter of fact* good' wax 
(^ndies bvurned as brightly in in a silver 

chand.elier. ^t was morej difficult ro sedhre the neces¬ 
sary supply of Water'for wa8l|i;yg, and sometimes it was 
hard even! to get enough’ for drjnking purposes, the 
soldiers halving during the last two days almost drained 
the wells for themsSlves and their horses. Only one of 
our party lamented his lot and grumbled at these and 
other slight discomforts. The rest of us, including tha 
far-traVelled .AbeSeii, accepted them ail _,Nvith good 
humour, as welcome and clsaracteristic features of our 
expedition. 

The office of the Minister of War, or rather of the 
general staff, was on the ground floor, where Fouriere 
and a number of soldiefs sat at the desks and orostrums 
in the two sc^idolrooms. The walls were covered with 
maps, "Stc., and with mottoes, one of which was particu¬ 
larly applicable to the present bad times : “ F’aites-votis 
une'^ixtde de la patience, et sachez odder par raison." 

The Chief came in while we were taking our coffee. 
He was Ilf a bad temper, and asked why the proclama¬ 
tion^ threatening to punlyi with death a number of 
offences by the population against the laws 9 f war had 
'hot been posted'^p. On his' instructions I inquired of 
Stieber, who told me that Abeken had handed over the 
proclamation to the general 8 t 9 .ff, and that he (Stieber), 
as director of the military police, could^only put up such 
notices when they came from his Majesty. 

On going to thp Chancellor’s room to inform him of 
the result of my .inquiries, I found that he was little 
better ofiT tharf myself in the wayoof sleeping accommo¬ 
dation. He had passed the might on a mattresa„on the 
floor with his revolver by his side, and he was working 
at^a little tablQ,„which was hardly large enough to rest 
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his IMo elbows on. The a^rtment was almost bare of 
furniture and there ^as not a sofa or aijnohair, &c. 
He, who for ^eu-s p^t had |o largely influenced -the 
histgry of the ^orld, an(| in whosS mind all the great 
movements of *bur time werfe tioncentrated jind being 
shaped anew, Had‘hardly a place on which "ip lay his 
head; while* stupid Court parasite^ rested from Iheir 
busy idleness in luxurious beds, and even Monsieur 
Stieber managed to provide for himself a more com¬ 
fortable resting-place than our Mastei*. , •• 

On this occasion T saw a letter thajb had fallen into 
our hands. It came from Paris, and was addressed to a 
French officer of high rank. F/'om this communication 
it appeared that little hope ivas entertained of furthe^ 
successful resistance, and ju.stas little of the maintenance 
of the dynasty. The writer did not *l^now .whafe to 
expect or desire for the immediate future. The'choice 
seemed to lie botween a Republic withdut republicans, 
and a Monarchy without monarchists. The republicans 
were a feeble set and the nionar^ists ^ere too selfish. 
There was great enthu8ia8n^lx)ut the army, Hut nobody 
was in a hurry to join it^hd assist* in repelling^ the 
enemy. ^ 

The Chief again said* that attention should be* 
called to the serVices of the Saxons at Gr<ivclotte. “ The 


small black fellows shqjuld in particular be praised. 
Theix own newsp^ipers have expressed themselves vyry 
modestly, and yet the Saxons ^ere c.xceptionally 
g^l&nt. Try to get some details o^ the excellent work 
they did on the 18th.” 

They were very busy in the office * in fhe meantime. 
CounciMors and 8ecretaries^wei% writing and deciphering 
at full pressure,'sealing despatches at the lights stuck 
into the champagne-botlje-candlestick^,*and all arou&d 
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p6rtfolios and d<XMiment», waterproofs And Ahde-tnf&slieA 
^rn paper# and empty envelop^, were strewn absti' 
id '’pietureaqye •confusiofi. Orderlies, ® couriers ane 
attendants camfi and went, .^very one was talkie^ at 
the same iime, and wa.1 too occupied to pay the least 
attention*to hSs neighbours. Abekefi was particularly 
active in rushing about between the improvised taWe 
and the messengers, and his voice was louder than ever. 
I believe that this morning his ready hand turned Out 
a fresh docuraent “^every |ialf houy ; at least,' one heard 
him constantly pushing brick his chair and calling a 
messenger. In addition to all this noise came the 
incessant tramp, tramp, tjramp of the soldiers, the 
polling of the drums and the rattlfe of tire carts over 
the pavement. In this c(;hifqsion it was no Itght task 
tb Collect one’s thoughts and to carry out properly the 
instructions received, but with' plenty of goodwill it 
could be done. 

After dinner, at which the Chancellor and some oi 
the Councillors \tere not present, as they dined with the 
King, I took a walk with-,^y'^illi,sch to the chapel of St. 
Anne on the top of the hif^ There we found a number 
of our countrymen, ribldieVs belonging to the Freiberg 
Rifle Battalion, at supper under a tree. They have been 
engaged in the* battle of the 18th. I tried to obtain 
some particulars of the fight, but could not get much 
more out of .them than that they hade given it with a 
will to the Frenchmen. 

By the side of the chapel a pathway led between a 
row of trees to a delightful prospect, whence we could 
see at our feef the little town, And beyond it to the 
north and east an extensivd* plain, with stubble* fields, 
Vi^lagea, steeples, groups of trees and stretches of wood, 
aiad to the aonlir and west a forest that * spread out to 
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th« BorizoA, ^hangin^ ■ froaa tfcirk green to the misty 
bltie^ of the far dist^ioe. This plain is in^rsected liip' 
three Votwie, oljp of which goeU direct to yarennes.* On 
thi#^4road not far from the town a Bavarian regiment 
was statipnec^ whose. camp fires added a .pieturesque 
note to the scene.* In the distance to tfte right ’jv^as a 
wtMxled hifl jvith the village bf Vaueoix, while f^e 
small town of Montfaucon was visible further off. The 
^cond road, more towards the east, leads to Verdun. 
Still further to the right, not,far from a camp of Saxon 
troops, was the road to* Bar le Dbc, on which we 
noticed a detachment of soldiers. We caught the glint 
of their bayonets in the evening sunshine and heard the 
sound of tlleir drums softeiled by the distance» • 

Here we remained f ^od while, gazing at this 
pleasing picture, which in the west was glowiijg ’with 
the light of the setting* sun, and watching the shadows 
of the mountein* spread slowly over the fields until all 
was dark. Oji, our way bapk we again looked in at the 
church of St. Oidier, in which fj^me Hessians,were now 
quartered. They lay on *graw in thp choir and before 
the altar, and lit their pipe.yat the lamps which burned 
before the» sanctuary—without, however, intending an;j 
disrespect, as they were decent, harmless fellows. 

On Sunday, August 28th, we, were •greeted with a 
dull grey sky and a soft steady rain that reminded one 
of t?he weather experienced by Goethe not .far froan here 
in September, 1792, during the daye preceding and fol¬ 
lowing the artillery engagement at Valmy. At the* 
Chief*8 request I took Genei^al Sheridan a copy of the 
Pcdl MaM Qxizette^ *and afterwaVds tried to hunt up 
some •Saxons who could* give me particulars of the 
battle of tho 18th. ,At length I found an officer of^he 
Landwebr, laudfed praprietor nament- Fuchs-Nordhof, 
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from Mo€5ckern, near Leipzig^ He was not able to adc 
E^ch to wh«t I knew. The Saxo^^ had fought princi 
pally qt Saint§ Marie aux/Dh^nes and Saftit Privat, anc 
protected the refreat of the gu%rd8, who^ad fallen iptc 
some disorder. The Fre'lberg Riflps took the position 
held by the F^nch at the point of t^e bayonet without 
firing a shot. The” Leipzig Regiment (the 107th) in 
particular had lost a great many men and nearjy all its 
ofiicers. That was aU he could tell me, except that he* 
confirmM the news”as to Krausshaar’s death. 

When the Minister got ifp we were again provided 
with plenty of work. Our cause was making excellent 
progress. I was in a position to telegraph that the Saxon 
cavalry h^^d routed the riSth Chasseurs afe' Voussihres 
and Beaumont I was*inforn^ed (and was at liberty to 
st^tef) that we held to our determination to compel 
France to a cession of territory, and that we should 
conclude peace on no other eonditions. ° 

Txie arguments in support of this decision were given 
in the foDowing. articl^j^ which was sanctioned by the 
Chief^ ^ 

“.Since the victories of Wars la Tour and Gravelotte 
the .German forces have been constantly, pressing 
forward. The time would, therefore, appear to have 
come for.considering the conditions on wliich Germany 
can conclude peace with France. In this matter we 
must be guided neither • by a passicgi for glory or 
conquest, nor by tjiat generosity which is frequently 
^^recommended to us„ by the foreign press. Our sole 
object must be to guarantee the security of South 
Germany from fresh attacks on the part of France such 
as have been renewed mor§ than a dozen times from, the 
rei^ of Louis XIV. to our own daj^s, and which will be 
repeated as oftend,as France feels strong enough. The 
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enormous sacrifices in bl<^od •and tres^ure the 

German people have^ade in this war, together with 
our present vi^ories, would in vaiu if.the power of 
the,.French were not weakened ‘for attack and the 
defensive strength of Germany ^ere not incre&sed. Our 
people have a right*to demand that this %haU be done. 
Were we to‘content ourselves witli a* change of dynasty 
and an indemnity the position of affaiis would not 6e 
improved, and there would be nothing to prevent this 
war leadiitg to a number * of othersf, especially* as the 
present defeat would spur ^n the French to revenge. 
France with her comparatively great wealth would soon 
forget the indemnity, and any, new dynasty would, in 
order to forlafy its own positien, endeavour to gecuro ^ 
victory csver us and thus^ compensate for the present 
misfortunes of the country. Generosity is a highly 
respectable virtue, but as a rule in politics it secures no 
gratitude. In >866 we did not take a’single* inch of 
ground from the Austrians, but have we received'any 
thanks in Vienna for this .self-re^train^? Do they not 
feel a bitter longing for j^venge simply be6a*use they 
have been defeated ? Besiemi the French already ^wre 
us a grudge f^r our victory at Sadowa, though it .was 
not won over them but over anothei* foreign Power.* 
Whether we no\^ generously forego a cesaion of territory 
or not, how will they feQl towards’ us after the victories 
of \V^orth and M^tz, and how will they seek revepge,for 
their own defeat ? 

, The consequences of the othe^ course adopted in 
1814 and 1815, when France was tireated with great 
consideration, prove it to have been‘bad* policy. If at 
that tijne the French had 4>eefi weakened to the extent 
which the interests of general peace required, the present 
war would not ha^e l>eeq necessary. 
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“ Tlie*danger does ndt lie in Bonapai;J;i8m, although 
l^.e latter liust rely chiefly upon ^auvinist sentiment. 
It consists in thef incurable arrogance of (^hat porCioh t)f 
the French people which give* the tone to t^e whole 
country. •This trait in the Frepoh^ national .character, 
whic^i wiM gulBe the policy of every dynasty, whatever 
n§me it may bear, arid even of a Republic, will con¬ 
stantly lead to encroachments upon peaceful neighbours. 
Our victories, to bear fruit, must lead to an actual 
improvement of our frontier defences against tkis restless 
neighbour. Whoever wishes to see the diminution of 
military burdens in Europe, or desires such a peace as 
would permit thereof, must look not to moral but to 
material guarantees as ri Solid and permanent barrier 
against the French lust oP cdnquest; in other''words, it 
shorild in future be made as difficult as possible for 
France to invade South Germany with a comparatively 
small force, and even in peace to compel the South 
Genrians, through the apprehension of such attack, to be 
always reckoning with the French Government. Our 
present task is to secure P-i uth Germany by providing 
it with a defensible front^^r. To fulfil that task is to 
liberate Germany, that is to complete tiie work of the 
War of Liberation in 1813 and 1814 . 

“ The least;’ therefore, that we can demand and that 
the German people, and particularly our comrades across 
the Main, can accept is, the cession of* the French gate¬ 
ways into Germany, namely Strassburg and Metz. It 
would be just as short-sighted to expect any permanent 
peace from the mere demolition of these fortresses as to 
trust in the pos8il)ility of winning over the French by 
considerate treatment. Beaidfes, it must not be forgotten 
th^t this territory which we now demand was originally 
German and in*^great part still reiSiains German, and 
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that its iniiabitants will perhaps in time leaoa to feel 
that they belong to ^e race with ourselves. < 

. We may^regara a chai|ge of dynjisty with •in¬ 
difference. An indemnify will only tentporarily weaken 
France %nancihlly. . What' require is' increased 
security for ou3: frontiers. This is only attainable, how¬ 
ever, by changing the two fortresses that threaten us 
into bulwarks for our proteetion. Strassburg and Metz 
must cease to be points of support for French attacks 
and be trftqsformed into Gennan defences. 

“ Whoever sincerely desires a general European peace 
and disarmament, and wants to see the ploughshare 
replace the sword, must first jvish to see the eastern 
neighbours 'of France secure *peace for themselves, a# 
France ift the sole disturjper^^of’public tranquillity and 
will so remain as long as she has the power.” 


CHAPTER V 

« 

WE TURN TCfWAKDS THE NORTH — THE CHANCELLOR 
OF THE CONFEDERATION AT REZONVILLE—THE 
BATTLE AND BATTLEFIELD OF BEAUMONT 

Sundaij^^ August 28/A.—At tea wc rciT'ive an im¬ 
portant piec^ of news. y^\ ourselves and tlie whole 
aVm'y Jwith the exception of that portion which 
remains ^behind for the in vestment of Metz) are to 
alter our line of march, and instead* of going west- 
war(^8 in the direction. of, Chdlons, w^ are to turn 
northwards, folluVingf the edge of the Argonne forest 
towards tfie Arjlennes ay-C the Meuse district. Our 
next halt will, it is belied, be at Grand PrA TJhis 
^^move is made for th^ purpose of intercepting Marshal 
MacMahon, who has collected a large force and is 
marching towards M(\tz for the relief of Bazaine. 

We start at 10 o’clock on the 29th, passing through 
severap} villages and occasionally by handsome chateaux 
and parks, a camp of Bavarian soldiers, some line 
regiments, rifles, light horse and cuirassiers. In 
driving through the small fown of Varennes we notice 
the house where Louis XVI. was Arrested by the post¬ 
man of Saint M^nehoulS. Tt is now occupier^ by a 
firjQ of scythe manufacturers. Jhe whole place is 
foil of soldieraf'’horse and foot, ^th waggons and 




artillery. After extricating ourselves from this crowd 
of vehicles and men^^e push rapidly forward througt 
villages and ^st other camps, until ^we, reach Gmnd 
Pr^.. Here the Chancellpr takes up his* quarters in the 
Grande ^ue, a little, way from the market, the King 
lodging at an apothecary’s not far off.* Tlfe sqcond 
section of the. King’s suite, including Prince Charl^, 
Prince Iquitpold of Bavaria, and the Hereditary Grand 
Huke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, was quartered in the 
neighbouring village ^of Juv^. I * am'billeted at a 

milliner’s opposite the Chi(ff’s quarter#. 1 have a nice 
clean room, but my landlady is invisible. We saw a 
-uvunber of French prisontirs ui the market place on 
our arrival.’* I anl informed'that an encounter with 
MacMahOn’s army is cxpe/be<^ to-morrow jjiorning. 

At Grande Pr6 the Chief again showed that’ h*e 
never thought of the possibility of an atternpt being 
made to asaassihate him. Ho walked about in the 
twilight alone and without an,y constraint, going even 
through narrow and lonely stret'^s that offered special 
opportunities for attack. «^say this from personal ex¬ 
perience, because I follow^ him with my revolvor at 
a little di^tiince. It seemed to “me possible that an^ 
occasion might firise when I might be of assistance 
to him. . 

On my hearing next morning that the King and 
the •Chancellor w^re going off together in, order •to» be 
present at the great battue of the second French army 
I .tfiought of a favourite proverb of the Chiefs which 
he repeated to me on his jetum from Rezonville :— 
“ Wer sich griin mcechi, den freSsen die, Ziegen,” and 
plucking up heart I begg«M lum to take me with him. 
He answer^, “ But if we remain there for the night 
what will you doV’* I replied, “ Thattdoesn't matter, 
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Excel! f*! ^all kno\SK how to take care of myaeM^” 
‘^Well, the4i, come along I 8ai(i he, laughing.,; The 
Minislier took^ a .walk in *the marxet plBfce while I, jja 
high good humour, fetched m^ travelling bag, water¬ 
proof and faithful diary.* On his return'he entered his 
carriage and motioned to me to* joiti hiiii, wh’en I took 
n^ place at his side. • One must have luck to secure 
such a piece of good fortune, and one m'ust also follow 
it up. 

We* started shortly aftfer 9 o’clock. ^ first we 
retraced our stops along yesterday’s road. Then to 
the left through vineyards and past several villages 
in a hilly district. Wp met some parks of artillery 
pnd tropps on the maipck or resting by the way. 
About 11 o’clock w6 scalded the little «town of 
Busancy, where we stopped in the market place to 
wait for the King. 

The Chief was very communicative. He complained 
that* he was frequently disturbed at liis work by per¬ 
sons talking ouHide his door, “particularly as some of 
the gentletncn have such l^ud voices. An ordinary 
inarticulate noise does nd'^annoy me. I am not put 
out. by music or the-rattlc of waggons,,but^ what irri- 
' tates me is a conversation in which I can distinguish 
the word^. I. then want to know wnat it is about, 
and so I lose the thread of my ,own ideas.” 

* He then pointed out to me that whpn officers safuted 
our carriage, it w^ not for me to return the salute. 
He himself was nqj; saluted as Minister or Chancell 9 r, 
but solely as a general officer, and soldiers might feel 
offended if a divilitin feeemed to think that the salute weis 
also intended for him. 

He was afraid that nothing in particular would occur 
tlat day, an opimon which wa^ shared by some Pmsaian 
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artillery offlbers who were 8^n(iing by their gums imme¬ 
diately opposite Bu^icy, and with whom* he spoken 
“ It -^^1 be j^t as it was occasionally •when I was out 
wolf shooting in the Ardennes. After wandering about 
for days ii\ the snow^ wo used to hear that a track had 
been discoverecf, btit when we followed if up 'the .wolf 
had disappeared- It will be the hame with the French 
to-day.” . 

• After expressing a hope that he mi^ht meet his^second 
son, respecting whom Jio repea^CflJy inquired of officers 
along the route, the Minister*added :—‘“You can see from 
his case how little nepotism there is in our army. He 
has already served twelve months and has obtained no 
promotion, vdide others are feSommended for the rank* 
of ensign in little more .fliah a mouthy ”h I took the 
liberty to ask how that was possible. “ I do not Ijnow,^ 
he answered. “I have'made close inquiries as, to whe¬ 
ther he had been guilty of any slight breaches of djsci- 
pline ; but no,, his conduct .has been quite satisfactory, 
and in the engagement at Mars ia TouV he charged as 
gallantly on the French sqii^e as any .of his comrades. 
On ihe return ride he dragg^r with him out of the fight 
two dragoons who had b^en* unhorsed, grasping -one , 
of them in each.hand.^ It is certainly well to avoid 
favouritism, but it is bitter to be slighted*. 

A few weeks later both his sons were promoted to 

the fank of officers. • * * 

Subsequently, amongst many other things, the Chief 
omce more gave me an account of hie experiences on the 
evening of the 18th of August. The^ h^ sent their horses 
to water, and were standing near a battery which had 
opened fire. This was notYctumed by the French, but» 

» Not quit® oorreot, • according to a aubaaqueat statement of the 
Minieter'a and Count Bilfe orm aooount. ** 
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Ire contiaued, “ while wtf thought their cann&n had been 
Aismounted, they were for the 1% hour concentratiag 
th^r • guns and* mitrailleuses for a If^t great ° effert. 
Suddenly^ they* began a fearful fire with sheila and 
smaller projectiles, filling the with an inces- 

sanli crasTiin^and roaring, howling afld whistling. We 
were cut off from ^e *King, whom Roon Jiad sent to the 
rear. I remained by the battery, and thought that if 
we had to retire I could jump on to the next ammfl- 
nition cart. We expecf^d that.this attaok' would be 
supported by French infahtry, who might take me 
prisoner, even if I were to treat them to a steady re¬ 
volver fire. I had six hjallets ready for them, and 
•another half-dozen in i^shrve. A*t length our horses 
returned, ami.I started i>ff\to join the Kirfg. That, 
howeyer, was jumping from the fiydng pan into the fire. 
The shejls that passed over our'heads fell exactly in the 
space across w'hich we had to ride. *Ncxt morning^we 
saw the pits which they tjug in the gj-ound. It was 
therefore necesf^y f«f the King to retire still further 
to the rear. I told him flue after, the officers had men¬ 
tioned it to me. It wa^now night. The King.said 
he‘was hungry, and wisheth to have sometliing to eat. 
Drink was to be had from one of the sutlers, wine and 
bad rum, but there was nothing to eat except dry bread. 
At last they managed to hunt up a couple of cutlets in 
the village,, just enough for the King, but nothing for 
his companions, so that 1 was obliged to look oijt for 
something else. His Majesty wished to sleep in the 
carriage between *dead horses and severely wounded sol¬ 
diers. Later on he found shelter in a miserable hut. 

O 

The Chancellor of the Confederation was obliged to seek 
«^ver elsewhere. Leaving the hejr of one of our mighty 
German potenf»tes (the yoxmg Hei^editeury Grand Doke 
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of'Meckleifbvu;g) to keep watdh over the caitiage and 
aee that nothing wa^tolen, I went with SReridan on^ 
roconnoitring tour in search \)f a, sle(^)^ing placet We 
came to a house which ^waa .stjH burning, byit that was 
too hot for u^. I inquired at another, it was full of 
wounded; at a third, and got the sajne answer, and still 
a fourth was also full of wounded. Here, however^ I 
refused to budge. I saw a top window in which there 
^as no light, and askCd wlip was thei;e. ‘ Only ^younded 
soldiers,’ was the reply. ‘ Well, we are just going up to 
see,’ I said, and marched upstairs. The*re we found three 
beds with good and tolerably clean straw mattresses, 
where we took up our quarters hnd slept capitally.” 

When th'e Minister fimt tolji this story at* Pont R 
Mousson, with less detail; hw cousin. Count Bismiyck- 
Bohlen, added ; “Yes, you fell asleep immediately, as 
also did Sheridan, who rolled himself up in a white linen 
sheet—where he found it I cannot imagine—and seymed 
to dream of you all night,-as 1 heard him murmur to 
himself several times, ‘O dear ^^ountt’” “Yes,” said 
the Minister, “ and* the H^jditary Grand Duke, who 
took the affair in very goo<J^art, ^and was altogetHer a 
very pleasdnt and amiable»young gentleman.” “ More-* 
over,” continued'Bohlen, “ the best of it was that there 
really was no such scarcity of shelter. In the nieantime 
a fine country house had been discovered that had be.on 
prepared for the* reception of Bazaine, with good beds, 
excellent wine, and I know not wHat besides, all first 
rtfte. The Minister of War quartered himself there, and 
had a luxurious supper with'his staff.’’ , 

On the way to Busancy th^ Chancellor further said : 
“ The Vhde day I had nothing to cat but army bread 
and bacon fat- In the evening we got five or six eggs. 
The others wanted thetn* cooked, but f like them raw, 
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and BO I etole a couple, Snd•cracking th^ stTells on the 
Ijilt of sword, I swallowed f^hem, ^nd felt much 
refreshed. Early next lAorning I hado the first' walro 
food for thirty-six hours. Itewas only some pea-soup 
with bacon, which I got from .Geperal^Goeben, but I 
enjoyed ft immensely.” • 

♦ The market place af Busancy, a smalL country town, 
was crowded with officers, hussars, uhlans, couriers, and 
all sorts of conveyances. After’a while Sheridan anTl 
Forsythe also arrived. A4 11.30 tlic King appeared, and 
immediately afteVwards we heard the unexpected news 
that the French were standing their ground. At about 
four kilometres from Busancy we came to a height 
Beneath*which to the.left^ahd right a small open valley 
lay between i^e.and another JVsight. Suddenly*we heard 
tlie* mufifed sound of a discharge in the distance. 

Artillety fire^” said the Minister. A little further on 
I saw two columns of infantry stationed on the other 
side of a hollow to the left .on a piece of rising ground 
bare of frees. •They had two guns which were being 
fired. It was so.far off hr ever that one could hardly 
hear the report. The Chhf was surprised at the sharp- 
^ nesS of my sight and* put on Jiis glasses,-which I for the 
first time learned were necessary to him when he wished 
to see art a distance. , Small white clouds like balloons 
at a great height floated for thtee or four seconds above 
the hollow and then disappeared in a flash. These Were 
shrapnel shells. The guns must have been German, 
and seemed to throw their shot from a declivity on the 
other side of the hollow. Over this hollow was a wood, 
in front of which I cotdd observe several dark lines, 
perhaps French troops. Stift further off was the spur 
o:ta hill, with three or four large trees. This, according 
to my map, warf’the •milage of Stonn, from which, as I 
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afterwards ^eard, the Emperor Napoleon watched the 
fight. 


• Tlffe firing*, to the left • soon ceased. Bayafian 
artillery, blue cuirassier^ and ^reen light horse, passed 
us on the joad, goin^ at a trot. A little further on, just 
as we drove by a Imall thicket, we heard *11 rattle, as of 
a slow and T>a^y delivered volldy. “ A mitrailleuse^” 
said Engel, turning round on the box. Not far off, at a 
j^ace where tho Bavarian rifles were resting in the ditch 
by the road, the Minister got pn horseback in order to 
ride with tho King, who wa;? ahead of efts. We ourselves, 
after following the road for a ^ime, turned towards the 
right across a stubble field. , Tl>e ground gradually rose 
to a low hei^t on which thd King stood with the Chief 
and a nuhaber of Princes, J^eberals and ot^^er officers of 
high rank. I followed them across the ploughed^ fidldS, 
and standing a little to‘one side I watched the battle of 
Beaumont tdl nehrly sunset. 

It began tp grow dark. . The King sat on a ^air 
near which a straw fire had be<ifi lit, as theye was a 
strong wind. He was folloi^|^g tho coyrsc 0 / the battle 
thrcyigh a field glass. The Cljncellor, who was similarly 
occupied, stood* on a ridg(^ from Vhich Sheridan also 
watched the spectacle. It was now possfljbe to catch the 
flash of the bursting shells and tlie flames that were 
rising from the burning houses at Beaumont. The 
French continued«to retire rapidly, and the. combata*its 
disappeared over the crest of the treeless height that 
clased the horizon to the left behind, the wood over the 
burning village. The battle .was worn* ^ 

It was growing dark when we returned towards 
Busancy, and when we readheef it it was surrounded by 
hundred of smal^ fifes that threw the silhouettes pf 
men, horses, and baggage* waggons into'high relief. We 
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got down, at the house ot a cjpctor who lived'Jit the end 
the inainatrcct, in which tlic had also taken up 

his Vjuarters. .Those of our party who 3iad been left 
behind at Grand Pr^ had arriyed before us. I slept 
hero on a straw mattress on the floQr of an alrnpst empty 
room, under ^ coverlet which had been brought from 
the hospital in the town by one of our spldicrs. That, 
however, did not in the least prevent my sleeping the 
sleep of the just. . • 

On Wednesday, August the 31st, between 9 and 
10 A.M., the King and the Chancellor drove out to visit 
the battle-field (jf the previous day. I was again per¬ 
mitted to accompany the Mipister. At first w’e followed 
the road taken the day before through Bar de Busancy 
and Sommau^c. Between; these two villages \t'e passed 
sOmb squadrons of Bavarian uhlans, who heartily cheered 
the King. Behind Sommauthe, which was full of 
wounded, wc drove through a l^eautiful wood that lay 
between that village and Beaumont, where wc arrived 
after 11 o’clock. Kipg William and our Chancellor 
then got on horseback and "rode to the riglit over the 
fields. 1 followed in the i3Tne direction on foot. The 
carriages went on to the towp, where they wtere to wait 
for us. 

The • Chancellor remarked that the French had not 
offered a particularly steady resistance yesterday, or 
shown much prudence in their arrangements. * At 
Beaumont a battery of heavy artillery surprised tjjem 
in their camp in broad daylight. Horses were shot 
tethered, many of- the deajl are in their shirt sleeves, 
and plates are still lyiu^ about “with boiled potatoes, 
pots with half-cookcd moat, ihid so forth." *■ 

During the drive the Chief^ c^me to speak of 
“ people who have the King’s' ear iind abuse his good 




nature,” thinking in the firjjt place of ffie ^fat Borck, 
the holder of tlie Kill’s Privy Purse ; ” aiul, afterwards 
referrmg to C^unt ^^rnstorff, our theji Ambassado* in 
London, who, when he ^avc up the Foreign Office in 
Berlin, “ knew Very well how to take care of himself.” 
In fact, “ he * wds * so long weighing ^ho respective 
advantages bf the two Emhassics*—ITondon and Paris— 
that he (^lelayed entering upon his duties much lon^r 
felian was decent or pijopcr.” . 

I ventivred to ask what sort of* a person Von der 
Goltz was, as one hcartl srbdi dilfcrcj^t opinions about 
him, and whether he really \^as a man of importJincc 
and intellect as was maintahicch “ Intelligent ? yes, in 
a certain sense,” rejjlicd the‘Minister ; “a quicl^ w'orkcr^ 
well infdPmed, but changc‘^ble ih his views of men and 
things,—to-day in favour of this man <jr this projecir, to¬ 
morrow for another and sometimes for the very opposite. 
Then he was illways in love with the Princesses to 
whose Courts ho was jiccreelitcd, first with AmeKa of 
Greece and then with Euge^uie. ^Ic believed that what 
I had the good fortune to^irry through, hh, with his 
cxcjeptional intelligence, coi^^ have also done and pven 
better. Therefore he was coifstantly intriguing against 
me, although we. had been good friends in our youth. ’ 
He wrote letters to the King complaining of, me and 
warning hLs Majesty against me. That did not help 
him* much, as th« King handed over the letters go ^ne, 
an(^ I replied to them by reprimanding him. But in 
this respect he was j>er3evering, and continued to write 
indefatigably. He was vejy little .liked by his sub¬ 
ordinates, indeed thtfy actually detested* him. On my 
visit fco Paris in 1862 I ciUled upon him to report my¬ 
self just as ho h%d ^ttled down to a siesta. I did not 
w ish to have him’ disturbed, but his* •secretaries were 
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evidentl)^ <felig?ted that iie ^hould be obliged to get up, 
^d one of ,them immediately wei^ in to announce me. 
It would bav(^ boen so easy for hirn to secure th5 good 
will and attachment of his people. It is not difficult 
for an Ambassador, and*! too woujd do it gls^dly. But 
as a Minister ©ne has no time, one iiafe too many other 
things to think of aiid *to do. So I have had to adopt a 
more military style.” It will be seen from this descrip¬ 
tion that Von der Goltz was Arnim’s forerunner and 


kindred sjhrit. 

The Minister'^went on to*8peak of Radowitz, saying 
he did not feel quite certain whether it was dulness or 
treachery on E.adowitz’s,part. that was to blame for the 
(Jiplomatic defeat at Olmlft^i. The army oiight to have 
been brought \nto line befote'Vllmutz, Init Eaddwitz had 
intrigued against it. “ I would leave it an open ques¬ 
tion w*hether he did so as an Austrian ultramontane 
Jesuit, or* as ah impracticable dreamer'who thought he 
knevf everything. Instead of looking to our armaments 
he occupied the King with constitutional trifles, of 
mediseval follies, questions etiquette and such like. 
On one occasion we hear»R*^hat Austria had collected 
80,000 men in Bohenfia, ahd was buying great numbers 
’of horses. This was mentioned before the King in 
Radowitz’s presence. He suddenly stepped forward, 
looking as if he knew much more about it than any¬ 
body else, and said, ‘ Austria has 22,498 men and 2;005 
horses in Bohemia,’ and then turned away, conscious 
that he had once more impressed the King with a sense 
of his importance.’’ 

The King aSid the Chancellor fifst rode to the field 
where the heavy artillery fiad heen at work. I foHowed 
■ them after I had jotted down my notes. 'This field lies 
about 800 to 100# paces to the. right of the road that 
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brooght U8*her^. ■ In front* of "it towards tho»wood at 
the bottom of the v|Jlley were some fields %urrounde4 
byhedges in v(\ich lay about ft thousand German* dead, 
Thuringians of the 31 at - Regiment. ’The camp itself 
presented §, horrible appearance, all blue and red from 
the French dead,* most of them being billed by the 
shells of the* 4tli Corps, and fearfully disfigured. « 
The Chancellor, as he afterwards told me, noticed 
aJnong some prisoners in a quarry ^a priest who was 
believed to have fired .at our jnen. “ On my charging 
him with having done so he denied if. Take care,” I 
^said to him, “ for if it is pro^d against you, you will 
certainly be hanged.” In the nTcantime I gave instruc¬ 
tions to remove his cassock.^ * f^ear the church the King* 
saw a wounded musketeer,'with whom lic* 3 hook hands, 
although the man was rather tattered and dirty from 
the work of the previous day, doubtless to the, surprise 
of the French olficers who were jjrescnt. The King 
asked him what his business was. He rc 2 >lied that 
he was a Doctor of Philosophyi “ Well, ^thcn, you 
will have learnt to bear «|mur wounds in a philo¬ 
sophical spirit,” said the Klfc. “ Yes,” answered‘the 
musketeer, •“ I ‘have alrcfyly made up my mind* to , 
do so.” 


Near the second village wc overtook "Some crommon 
soldiers, Bavarians, who had broken down on the march, 
and A^ere dragging themselves slowly along in the butn- 
ing gun. “ Hullo,, countryman I ” called out the Minister 
toone of these, “will you have some* brandy ? ” “ Why, 
certainly ; ” and so would a second and a third, to judge 
from their looks. All''three, a^d a few more, after they 
had had a pull at the MiniAer’s flask and at mine, re¬ 
ceived a decent cjgaj in addition. At the village of 
Crehanges, where the princely per8onag?b of the second 
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section of ^ng’s suite quartered, together with 
^me gentlemen of the Crown Price’s retinue, the King 
ordered a lupLch*, to whioh Bismarck was also iftvited. 
In the meantimh I sat on a stone by the roadside and 
wrote up my diary, an(i afterwards assfsted the Dutch 
Ambulance ccfrps, who had erected a "bright green tent 
f(^r the wounded in the vicinity of the yillage. When 
the Minister returned he asked me what I had been 
doing, which I told him. “ I would rather have be^ 
there than in the company I was jn,” he said, breathing 
deeply, and theif quoted thfe line from Schiller’s Diver, 
“ Unter Larven die eimige fiihlende Brnist” (the only 
feeling heart amongst all fhpse masks), 
o During the rest of th4’ dj^ive the conversation moved 
for a considerable time jfn exalted regions, and the 
Chibf readily gave me full information in answer to my 
inquiries. I regret, however, that I cannot for various 
reasons publish all I heard. 

A, certain Thuringian Serene Highness appeared to 
be particjrlarly objccti-^nable to him. He spoke of his 
“ stupid self-importance v'- a Prince, regarding me as 
his ChanceUor also ; ” of empty head, and his trivial 
conventional style of talk. “ To some extent, however, 
that is due to liis education, which trained him to the 
use of -such empty phrases. Gloetho is also partly to 
blame for that. The Queen haS been brought up much 
in “^tho same stylo. One of the chairs in the Palace 
would be taken to represent the Burgopiaster of Apolda, 
who was coming to present his homage. ‘ Ah ! ’ she 
was taught to saj^. ‘ very pleased to see you, Herr Burgo¬ 
master 1 ’ (Here the Chancellor l^ant his head a little 
to one side, pouted his up8,'^d asatuned a moat con¬ 
descending smile.) ‘ How are things going on in the 
good town of A^lda ? In Apolda you make socks and 



tobcujco and such things, v^jhich do not require much 
thinking or feejmg.’ ” 

4 ventured ask ^ow he now stood wi^li the Qro^ 
Prince ? “ Excellently,” Jie answered, “ We arc quite 

good frien<Js sinSe he has come to recognise that I am 
not on the side oT the French, as he h/W previously 
fancied—I dd npt know on what ^ouVids. ” I remar ke^ 
that the .day before the Crown Prince had looked 
v«ry pleased. “ Why should ho not be pleased ? ” re¬ 
plied the Count. “ The Heir Apparent of one of the 
most powerful kingdoms in tlie world, and with the boat 
prospects. He will be reasonalJe later on and allow his 
Ministers to govern more, and mot put himself too much 
forward, and ^In general he^ VUl get rid of many bad • 
habits thal; render old gentlcn^en of his tratle sometimes 
rather troublesome. For the rest, he is unaffectc^ tind 
straightforward ; but he'does not care to work much, and 
is quite happy if *he has plenty of money and amuse¬ 
ments, and if the iiewspaper/j praise him.” 

I took the liberty to ask furtlnjr what sort of woman 
the Crown Princess .was, a«d whether, she had much 
inflgence over her husband, think not,” the Count 

sard ; “ and as t« her intelligence, sHe is a clever woman ; 
clever in a womanly way. She is not able to disguise 
her feelings, or at least not always. I -have cost her 
many tears, and she coudd not conceal how angry she 
waa with me after the annexations (that is to say‘of 
Schl^wig and Hanover). She could hardly boar the 
sig|ht of me, but that feeling has now somewhat sub¬ 
sided. She once asked me tq bring her a glass of water, 
and as I handed it t<f her she said to* a lady-in-waiting 
who salt’ near and whose iiame I forget, ‘ He has coat 
me as many tears ^ ^ore is water in this glass.’ Bjiit 
that is all over now.*” *“ 
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Finally we descended fr»na the spherp of the godi^ to 

that of ordinary humanity. Afte^I had referred to the 
Cohurg-Belgian-tingHsh ftlique, the conv ersation 'turned 
on the Aijgustenburger^in his Bavarian uniform. “He’s 
an idiot,” said the Chancellor. “ He might have secured 
much better terms. At first I did not want from him 
rupre than the smaller Princes were obliged to concede 
in 1866. Thanks, however, to Divine Providence and 
the pettifogging wisdom of Sam\<'er, he would agree fo 
nothing. I remember an interview I had-with him in 
1864, in the billiard-room hear my study, which lasted 
until late in the night, t called him ‘ Highness ’ for the 
first time, and was altogether specially polite. When, 
tiowever, I mentioned Kiel ^arbour, whicli we wanted, 
he remarked at that maght mean something like a 
squar^mile, or perhaps even several square miles, a re¬ 
mark to which I was of course obliged to assent; and 
when he also refused to listen to our demands with re¬ 
gard to the army, I assumed a dilferent tone, and 
addressed him merely<.rs ‘Prince.’ Finally, I told him 
quite coolly in IjOW Germ" - that we could wring the 
necks of the chickens vfl. tad hatched. At Ligny he 
^ bas6ly tricked nje the other (\ay into shaking hands with 
him, I did not know who the Bavarian general was 
who held out his hand to me, or I should have gone out 
of his way,” 

‘After an unusually long drive up hill and down Sale, 
we arrived at 7 o’clock at the small town or market¬ 
place of Vendresse, where the Chancellor put up at the 
house of a Wi^ow’^Baudelot, with the rest of his party, 
who had already taken pqpsession of their quarters. 



CHAPTER VI 


SEDAN—JilSMARCK AND NAPOLEON*AT DONCHI?RY 

On the Ist of September Moltkc’s chase after the 
French in the Meuse distric/ ij^as, from all we could 
hear, evidently apptoaching nt® close, I had the good, 
fortune t« be present at it i?c«t day. After rising very 
early in order to write up my diary from the hasty 
notes taken on the previous day in the carriage and by 
the roadside at Chemery, I went to the house o*f Widow 
Baudelot. As I entered, a large cavalry detachnfent, 
formed of five Wussian hussar rejimente, green, })rown, 
bl^-^k and red, rode^past ^der the ^Chiefs window. 
Thtee were to accompany King to a point ecar 
Sedan, whence fie could witness the catastrophe which 
was now confidently expected. Whdn the carriage 
came and the Chancellor appeared he, looked about 
him. Seeing me he saich “ Can you decipher, doctor?” 

I answered, “ Ye^,” and he added, “Thcn^eta cipher 
and come along,” I did not wait to l^e asked twice. We 
started soon afterwards, Count Bismarck-Bohlen this 
time occupying the seat next to the Minister. 

We first passed ^hrougfi ChCm^lry ^nd Chehery, 
halting In a stubble field n#ar% third village which lay 
in a hollow to the left of the road at foot of a bare 
hillock. Here the* iting, with his suite of Princes, 
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generals, and courtiers,* got on horseback, as did alsc 
>he Chief,* and the whole i>artV moved towards the 
cr&t.of the, height. The distant roar of the ‘cannon 
announced thaf the 1)attle wa,^ in full progress. It was 
a bright sunny day, wdth a cloudless sley. 

J^iCaving *Engel in charge of the carriage I after 
2 ^ while followed the horsemen, whorp I found in a 
ploughed field from which one had an extensiye view ol 
the district. Bene;ith was ti deep wide valley, mosMy 
green, with patches of wood on the heights that sur¬ 
rounded it. Tlfc blue stream of the Meuse flowed past 
a town of moderate sizci the fortress of Sedan. On the 
cre.st of the hill next ue,Vl; about the distance of a rifle 
• shot, is*a wood, and there aye also some trees to the left. 
To the right, in the forc^ound, which slopcd'obliquely, 
in a furies of steps as it were, towards the bottom ol 
the valley, was stationed a BavArian battery, which kept 
up a sharp fire ;it and over the town. Behind the 
battery were dark (columns of infantry and cavalry. 
Still farther to the r’ght, from a hollow, rose a thick 
column of smoke. It ce -.es, we ;ire told, from the 
buming village of B!iz;t les. We arc only about an 
^ English mile, in a beeline from Sedan, and .in the cleat 
atmosphere one can easily distinguish the houses and 
churches. In*the distance, to the left and right, three 
or four villages, an<I beye>nd them all towards the 
hcrt^-izon, a range of hills covereul throughout with •what 
appears to be a pine fore.st, serves as a frame fo^ the 
whole picture. It is the Artieuues, on the Belgian 
frontier. 

The nifun positions 01 trie French appear to be on 
the hillocks immediately beyond the fortress*^and it 
li^ks as if our troops intended to surround them there. 
For the momoflt we can only see their advance on the 
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light, as the lines of our «j1:iHery, wit? the exception 
of the Bavarians, wj^ are posted under we, are losjf 
behiiui the h^ghts as they slowly* nv)vo forw^ixJ. 
Gradually the smoke of^ the guns is ffcen I>oyond the 
rising ground afrcady^niontioned, with the defile in the 
middle. The chrjJs that are advancing iif half circle to 
enclose the •enemy are steadily ‘emfeavouring to coq^- 
plete thei, circle. To the left all is still. At 11 o'clock 
a* dark grey pillar of. smoke with yellow edges rises 
from the fortreas, which has ^ardly faken any part in 
the firing. The Frencli trfiops heyoifVl Sedan deliver 
an energetic fire, and at the ^mc time, over the wood 
in the defile, rise numbers p/ small white clouds from 
:,he shelLs—^whether Frencly*or German we cannot say.» 
Sometim<?s, also, wo hear tho*l-attle of the .mitrailleuse. 

There was a brilliant assembly upon the hill^ The 
King, Bismarek, Moltke, Roon, a number of^ Princes, 
Prince Charles, their Iliglincsses of Weimar and C’oburg, 
the Hereditai’y Grand Duk^: of Mecklenburg, generals, 
aides-de-camp. Court ofiicials, >»ount IIat;;f(ildt, who 
di.sappeared after a .wliih , utusotf, the Russian, and 
Colqnel Walker, the EnglislBtMilitary Plenipotentmry, 
together wkh General Sheridan and his aide do catnp, 
all in uniform, and all looking through field-glasses. 
The King stood, while others sat on a ridg«' at riie edge 
of the field, a.s did the Chani'cllor also at tiiiies. 1 lumr 
that»thc King sent word round that it wi\h bettfcr fiot 
to gather into large groups, as bln', French in the 
fortress might in that case fire at us. 

After 11 o’clock our line i>f attack a^lv'anccd further 
on tho right bank of the Meu.se towards the main 
position* of the French, Who were thus more closely 
invested. In my eagerness I began to express qjy 
views to Count PUckler, probably ^Omowhat louder 


than waf\ necessary or quite ^tting in the circumstanoes 
yid so attracted the attention the Chief, who hat 
sharp,ears, ^e, turned round and be<^oned toma tc 
come to him. ‘“If'you have strategic ideas to com¬ 
municate to the Count \t woulS be well'if you managed 
to do so sonAiwhat more quietly, *doct6r, as otherwise 
the 'King might aSk who is speaking, and *I should be 
o^ged to present you to him.” Shortly aftofwards he 
received telegrams, si« of which Im gave, me to decipher, 
so thaf for the ftme I had to resign my* part as a 
spectator. • 

On returning to the carriage I found in Count 
Hatzfeldt a companion, \lio had also been obliged to 
yombine business with plf^sure. ‘The Chief had in¬ 
structed him,to copy but^irrcnch letter of ft)ur pages 
which had been intercepted by our troops. I mounted 
the box and set to work deciphering, wdiile the battle 
roared like half-a-dozen thunderstorms on the other 
side'of the height. In nry eagerness to get done I did 
not feel the scorching,jnidday sun, which raised blisters 
on one of rny ears. 

Jt was now 1 o’clock. i lly this time our line of fire 
encircled the greater pal't of the enemy’s .position on 
the heights beyond the town. Clouds^ of smoke rose in 
wide.arch, while the well-known sniall pufi'-balls of 
the shrapnels appeared for an instant and burst in the 
air,. Pnly to the left there yet remained a space where 
all was still. The Chancellor now sat on a chair, stydy- 
ing a document of several pages. I asked if he woxiJd 
like to have something to eat or drink, as we had come 
provided. HB defilintd, howevcr,'i8aying, “ I should be 
very glad, but the King has c>lso had nothing.” „ 

The opposing forces on the other side of the river 
must be very n«ar each other* as we hear oftener than 
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before the hateful rattle th« mitrail^usa .Its bark, 
however, we are tol(^ is worse than its bitta Between 
2 and *3 o’clock* accoi^ng to nay watch, th^ King pa^d 
near where I stood. After looking for % while through 
his glass towards the suburbs of Sedan, he said to those 
who accompanied* him, “ There, to the ^eft, they are 
pushing forward large masses of troops ; I think it ij,a 
sortie.” ^It was, as a matter of fact, an advance of 
some columns of infantry, which, however, soon retired, 
probably bi^causc they fouhd^ that although this place 
was quiet it was by no means open. Shortly afterwards, 
with the assistance of the field-glass, one could see the 
French cavalry deliver 8ev(j:^ attacks on the crest of 
the hill to the left* of the wefod near the defile, whicK 
were repelled by volleys from our side.. After these 
charges it could bo seen, even with the naked eye, tlnft 
the ground was covered with white objects, horses or 
soldiers’ cloaks. ‘Soon afterwards the artillery fire grew 
weaker at all jDoints, and there was a general retreat 
of the French towards the tow^n and its i^imediate 
vicinity. As already mei^oned, tliqy liacf for some 
time past been closed in o^^he left, where the WUr- 
temberg trqpps .had a couple of bhtteries not far from 
our hill, and where, as we were informed, the 5th and 
11th Army CorpS had cut off all espape, with th« excep¬ 
tion of a small gap towards the Belgian frontier. After 
half-past 4 all tfieir guns were silent, and somewhat 
later ours also ceased firing. 

Once again the scene becomes more animated. Sud¬ 
denly bluish white clouds rise first in *one and thep in a 
second part of the towfi, showing that it is Burning in two 
places., * Bazeillea also is aiill ^n flames, and is sending 
up a pillar of dense grey yellow vapour into the cle^ 
evening air. The soft radiance of the*<declining sun is 
von. I n 
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spreadinj^ more and more aver the valley at our feet, 
j^kc huruisked gold. The hillocks^of the \)attle-field, thy^ 
ravine in the jnielst, the villages, tlie ho<ases, the ‘towe’" 
of the fortress,* the suburb of Torcy, and the broke\ 
bridge in the distance to the" le,ft, sta'nd out in clear 
relief, from mt)ment to moment more distinct as if seen 
tli^rough stronger and stronger glasses. 

Towards 5 o’clock General Hindersin speaks to the 
King, and I fancy I‘catch the w’ords, “Bombard the 
town,”'and a “ heap of rt\ins.” qxiartervof an hour 
later a Bavarian officer gallofts up the height towards us. 
General von Bothmer sends word to the King that 
General Mailingcr, who.i^stationed at Torcy with the 
chasseurs, reports that the'^^rench desire 'to capitulate, 
and that their \inconditi,bnal surrender has‘been de¬ 
manded. The King replied, “ No one can negotiate this 
matter except myself. Tell the'general that the bearer 
of the hag of truce must come to me.” ‘ 

I'he Bavarian rides back, into the vall^cy. The King 
then speaks to Bi-smarck, and together they join the 
Crown Prince (x\ho had ajyfj,,^ed a little before), Moltke 
and»Roon. Their Highif\ssc3 of Weimar and Co])urg 
are'also with them, standing a little to one side. After 
a while a Prussian aide-de-camp appears, and reports 
that our losses? so far as they can be ascertained up to 
the present, are not great—those of the Guards being 
moiemte, of the Saxons somewhat more, while the re¬ 
maining corjxs engaged suft'ered less. Only a ^mall 
proportion of the French have escaped into the woods 
in the direction of the Belgian frontier, where search is 
now being made for tliem. All the'rcst have been driven 
towards Sedan. 

“ And the Emperor?” questioned the King. 

“ We do nofTcnow,” answered the officer. 
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. Towards 6 o'clock, hctfve\^r, another aide-de-camp 
appeare<l, and reptjr^'d that the Emperor nvas in tljo 
town,‘and woukl immediatoly«Beiul <)ut»a 
That is a grand succeja I ” said the King, turning to 
the company. *“ I th/ink thee (ho added to tho Crown 
Prince) for thy’sWare in it.” With these •words he,gave 
his hand td Jiis son, and the* latter kissed it. JIo 
then held out his hand to Moltke, who also kissed it. 
Finally he likewise aliook hands* with the Chancellor, 
and spoke' ho him aloiie for sojne time. This seemed to 


excite the displwxsui’c of softie of their *llighne88es. 

Towards half-piist 6, after a detachment of cuiras¬ 
siers had been posted nead the King as a guard of 
honour, the French ‘Gener)^ *ileille, Napoleon's yxrWc* 
mentevire, rode slowly up the'.hill. lie (li«mountcd at a 
distance of some ten paces fr^)m the King, an^ after 
approaching his M.ajcsty took oft his cap and handed 
over a letter of large size with a red seal. The general 
is an elderly ggntleman of iiualium height and slender 
figure, in an unbuttoned black tu«ic with epaul/ittes and 
shoulder .straps, bla«k veslftered trousers ami polished 
riding boots. He has no s«^rd, but carries a walking 
stick in hi« hand. All tjie company move away from 
the King, who opens and rc'ads the letter, afterwards 
communicating the contents, which are ‘now generally 
known, to Bismarck, Moltke, the Crown Prince and tho 
other personages.* Reille stands a little further at 
first*alone, and later in convcr.satiomwith some Prussian 
gonerals. The Crown Prince, M<jltkc and his Highness 
of Coburg also speak to hjm whild the King takes 
counsel with tho Cfianc-ellor, who then commissions 
Hatzfoliit to prepare a draftfof the answer to the imperial 
letter. Hatzfeldt .brings it in a few minutes and tjie 
King copies it, sitting 00 one chair, '♦hile tho seat of 
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another, held by Major •vou Alten, who kneels before 
lyiD, serves "as a desk. * 

Shortly before 7 o’clock the tirencn general 
rides back towai^s Sedan in tl^e twilight, accompanied 
by an ofiicer and a uhlan trumpeter carrying a white 
flag. , The tofln' is now in flames in' three places, and 
thg lurid columns * of * smoke that rise fr6m Bazeilles 
shows it to be still burning. The tragedy of Sedan is 
over, and night lets down the curtain. • 

There might be an e,pilogue ^on the following day, 
but for the presetit every on6 returned home. The King 
went back to Vendresse, the Chief, Count Bismarck- 
Bohlen and I drove to tte little town of Donchery, 
where ifr was quite dark wlle^^l we arrived. * We put up 
at the house ©f a Dr. ^eajijot. The town wAs full of 
Wllftejnberg soldiers, who were camped in the market¬ 
place. Our reason for coming here was that an 
arrangement had been made according to which the 
Chancellor and Moltke werc^ this evening to meet the 
French pjenipotentiarji to try to settle the conditions of 
the capitulation „of the fq' -r French army corps now 
confined in Sedan. 

I slept here in an alcove near the back room on the 
first floor, with only the wall between me and the 
Minister, who had tjbe large front room. Towards 6 
o’clock in the morning I was awakened by hasty foot¬ 
steps,'and heartl Engel say; “Excellency, Excellency, 
there is a French, general at the door. I caT>not 
understand what he wants.” The Minister woald 
appear to have got up and spoken a few 

words to the French officer, who *turned out to be 
Ghneral Reille. The conseq'Uence was that he dressed 
uo^ediately, and without waiting ejther for breakfast 
or to have his dfcthes brushedy modnted his horse and 
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rode rapidly off. I rushed, to 4iis window to see in what 
direction he went. ^ saw him trot off towards 
mark&t-place. • In the room everything vjaa lying about 
in disorder. On the flpor lay^ tbe “ Tdglich Losungen 
und Lehr^texte''der I^r^ldergemeinde J'ilr 1870” (Daily 
Watchwords and'' Texts of the Moraviafi Brethren for 
1870), and on, the toilette stand was* another manual^ of 
devotion, “ Die tdgliche Erquickung Jur glduhige 
'Ch.T-isten ” (Daily Spiritual Refreshment for Believing 
Christians)? which Ejigel told me ihe Chancellor was 
accustomed to read at niglft. * 

I now hastily dressech myself also, and after I had 
informed them downstairs .t^iat the Chief had gone off 
to Sedan to^meet the Emj^ror ISlapoleon, who-had left 
the fortress, I followed him'.as fast as,l could. Some 
800 paces from the bridge across the Meuse at DpndhcVy 
to the right of the road, planted with poplars, stands a 
single house, then the residence of a Belgian weaver. 
It is painted yellow, is but.one story high, and has four 
windows on the front. There a»e white shutlera to the 
windows on the ground ||^r ; the itenetian blinds on 
those of the first floor are afl^ painted white, and it has 
a slate roof, like most of i^c houses at Donchery. -Near 
it to the left -is a potato field, now full of white 
blossoms, while to the right, across the -path that leads 
to the house, stand sorbe bushes. I see here that the 
Chancellor has already met the Emperor. In front of 
the. house are six French officers of dxigh rank, of whom 
ffre have caps with gold trimmings, while that worn by 
the sixth is black. What^ appears* to l>e a hackney 
coach with four seat^ is waiting on the road. Bismarck 
and Ms cousin. Count BoMen, arc standing opposite the 
Frenchmen, while a little way off is Leverstrom,^ as 
veil as two hussars, one brown and 'bne black. At 8 
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o’clock Moltke arrives witfti a*few ofl&cers pf the genei^ 
s^ff, but leaves again after a sho^t stay. Soon after¬ 
wards a short, .thkik-set man, in a red cf^p braided with 
gold lace, and wearing red tronscrs and a hooded cape 
lined with red, steps from behind the house and speaks 
at firqt to the ^rdneh officers, some of whom are sitting 
unjjer the hedge by the* potato field. He has white kid 
gloves, and smokes a cigarette. It is the Emporor. At 
the short distance at which I stand from him I cafi 
clearly distinguish his features. There is something 
soft and dreamy in the look of his light grey eyes, 
which rcsemblo those of people who have lived fast. 
His cap is set a little to the'' ’’ight, in which direction the 
bead is 'also bent. Tljc sla^rt legs do hot seem in 
proportion with.the long upper part of the body. His 
whole j^ppearance has something unmilitary about it. 
The man is too soft, T am inclined to think too pulpy, 
for the uniform he w^cars. One could even fancy that 
he is capable of becoming sentimental at times. Those 
ideas, which are mor'O impressions, force themselves 
upon one all the more w’ .n one glances at the tall, 
welbset figure of our Oiiancellor. Napoleon seems 
.. fatigued, but no^t very miich. depressed. Nor does he 
look so old as I had expected. He might pass for a 
tolerably woll-pi 0 .served man of fifty. After a while he 
goes over to the Chief, and speaks to him for about 
three minutes, and then—still smokirfg and with his 
hands behind his back—walks up and down by the 
potato garden. A further short conversation follows 
between the Chancellor and the Emperor, begun by 
Bismarck, after which Napoleon once more converses 
with his French suite. Almut a quarter to 9 d’clock 
Bi^arck and Ids cousin leave, gqing in the direction 
of Donchery, whfther I follow them. 
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• The Minister repeatedly related the occurrences of 
\this morning and t^ preceding niglit. Iik the follo'^- 
paragraphs*! unite all those various statements mto 

a connected whole. The sense of’what the Chancellor 

*> 

said is faithfully given throughout, and his own words 
are in great pait reproduced. 

“After the battle of the Ist of’September, Moltko 
and I went to Donch('ry, about five kilometres from 
Sedan, for the purpose of carrying on tJie negotiations 
with the Frjcnch. We spent ,the night there, the King 
and his suite returning to Vendresse. * Tlie negotiations 
lasted until midnight, without, however, leading t<j an 
understending. In addition ,to Moltke and myself, 
Blumenthal 'and three ox/ihwx other olHcera. of the 
general staff wore present. General Wirupffen was the 
French spokesman. Moltkc’s demand was very short, 
llio whole French army must surrender as prisoners of 
war. Wimpff'en’ considered that too hard. The army 
had deserved better treatment by the gallantry if hatl 
shown in action. We ought to l*e, content Uj let them 
go on condition that they^took no further part in the 
war, and rcmov'cd to som<^listrict in France to be 
fixed upon,by us, or to Algiers. 'Moltke ([uictly main¬ 
tained his demand. Winipffcn dwelt upon his own 
unfortunate position. lie had jciined the troops two 
days before on his return from Africa, and only fixik 
over the command when MacMahon was woun^led 
towards the close of the battle—and yet he must now 
put his signature to such a capitulation, lie would 
rather try to hold the fortress or- venture a sortie. 
Moltko regretted tHat it was im|)OBsibie for him to 
make allowance for the f»oHition of the general, the 
hardship of which he appreciates!. He recognised the 
gallantry of the Frehch troops, but they 6ouId not possibly 
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hold Sfed^n, and a sortie '«ras put of the question. He was 
^epared to#allow one of the gene^l’s ofl^cers to inspe^ 
ouf* pqsitions,^in .order that he might cctovince hPimseli 
of that fact. Whnpfien then ur^ed that from a political 
standpoint it was advisable to *gr^t befter te/ms. We 
must desire 8 speedy and permaneflt'peace, and we 
co^d now secure It if we acted generously. A con¬ 
siderate treatment of the army would put both the 
soldiers and the whole people umder an obligation (tf 
gratitude, and would inspire fricpdly feehngs towards 
us. An opposite* course wodld load to endless war. I 
intervened at this point, as my trade came into question 
here. I told Wimpffen. it^'as possible to trust to the 
gratitude of a Prince buA not to that bf a people, 
and least of alj to that qf the French. Tliey had no- 
pbnhaijent institutions, they were constantly changing 
governments and dynasties, which were not bound by 
what their predecessors had undertaken. If tb© 
Emperor’s throne were secure it would be possible to 
count upyn his gratituale in return for more favourable 
conditions. As jnatters y^d it would be foolish not 
to awail themselves to thpCull of the advantages of .our 
sucoess. The Frencll were 1^1 envious,*jealous people. 
They were angry with us for our victory at Sadowa, 
and could not .forgive us for it, although it had not 
injured them. How then could any generosity on our 
part prevent.them from bearing us a grudge for Sedan ? 
Wimpffen could nat agree to that. The French Jhad 
changed latterly, and had learnt under the Empire to 
think more of peaceful interests than of the glory of 
war. They were ready to proclaiiSi the brotherhood of 
nations, and so on. It wastjnot difficult to prowe the 
contrary, and to show that the acceptance of his 
proposals woulcKlead rather to a prolongation of the 
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war, than to its^ termination* If finiahed^by saying that 
we must maintain conditions. Castehaeau the^ 

spoke, 'explaining on^behalf of the Emp<jror that <he 
latter had only given up^is sword on the previous day 
in the hoj^e of *an hon^ourable capitulation. I asked, 

‘ Whose sword was that ? The Empefo^s, or tha^t of 
France?’ Hfe j-eplied, ‘Merely the Emperor’s.’ ‘ W^l 
then^ interjected Moltke, sharp as lightning—a gleam 
of satisfaction overspreading his hawk-like features— 
‘There can’ be no further question o? any other*condi¬ 
tions.’ ‘ Very well,’ declared Wimpffeti, ‘ in that case 
we shall renew the fight to-mbrrow.’ ‘ I will see that 
our fire commences at 4 o’clocksaid Moltke, on which 
the French expressed a wisli/tS retire. I induced them,t 
however, to remain a little longer and 1^ consider the 
matter once more. The result was that they ultigaafoly 
begged for an exten.sioh of the armistice, in order to 
consult with theif people in Sedan. At first Moltke did 
not wish to agree to this, bpt finally consented on my 
pointing out to him that it couldg:lo no harm. , 

“ Towards 6 o’clock on morning of tKc 2nd of 
September, General Reille a!p|^ared before my Icslging 
at Donchery, and said tho^Empcror wished to speak to 
me. I dressed immediately and got on horseback, 
dirty, unwashed, and dusty as I wgs, to Tide to* Sedan, 
where I expected to 8<!e the Emperor. I met him, 
however, on the ‘road near Fresnois, three kilometres 
fit>n> Donchery. He sat with threei officers in a two- 
horse carriage, three others accompanying him on horse¬ 
back. Of these officers I onjy knew Reille, Castelneau, 
Moscowa, and Vaub^rt. I had ’my revolver buckled 
round •my waist, and as found myself alone in the 
presence of the six oflScers I naay have glanced at^it 
involuntarily. I mhy perhaps even htfve instinctively 
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laid my. hand upon it. ^^apoleon probably noticed tkat, 
^ bis fac# turned an asby grcy*^ Possibly be thought^ 
that history might repeat itself—1^ think it was Faince 
de Cond^ who 'was mijrdered, while a prisoner after a 
battle. 1 . 

I salutecl In military fjishion. ‘The Emperor took 
oSl his cap, the officers following his example, where¬ 
upon I also removed mine, although it was contrary to 
the regulations to *do so^ He said, ‘ Couvrcz-vous, 
done.' I treated him gxactly gs if wo veere at Saint 
Cloud, and askefd him w'hat his commands were. He 
wished to know whoth6r ho could speak to the King. 

I said that was impossil^, as his Majesty’s quarters 
•were dbout two GemjanT Viilca away. H*did not wish 
him to sec the. King before wo had come to an under¬ 
standing as to the capitulation. He then asked where 
ho could, wait, which indicated that he could not return 
to Sedan, as ho had either exporienedd or apprehended 
some unpleasantness the^c. The towp was full of 
drunkcrw ^soldiers, w'kich was a great hardship for the 
inhabitants. I . offered hi^ my quarters at Donchery, 
which I was prcparec|7to leave immediately. . He 
aedepted the offer, but whoi^we had come within a few 
hundred yards of the town he asked .^whether he could 
not stay in a housc.which he saw by the roach I sent 
my cousin, who had followed me, to view the house. 
On his report I told the Emperor that it was af very 
poor place. He replied that it did not matter. After 
he had gone over to the house and come back again, 
having probably ^een unable to find the stairs which 
were at the back, I accompanied'him to the first floor, 

^ Louia de CondA wft« tr««jhoroi£>ly murdered on the 12 th «f Uaieh, 
Mker the engagemeftt »t Jamec, just m fad had delivered up fats 
Arad fao Mt offioer tfao roynl army, being) ^ one ^onteeqoiea, » 
of the Queras, * 
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^vrhore we entered a small Boom with one window. It 
was the best in the hcAise, but its only fumifcure was % 
deal-table and two rus^-bottomed chairs. , . ’ 

“Here I had a convcgrsation^with him which lasted 
for nearly three-quarters, of an hour. He complained 
first of this fatal war, which ho had not desired. .He 
was forced into, it by the pressure of public opinio’^. 

I replied that in Glermany nobody had wished for war, 
and the King least of all. Wb had regarded the 
Spanish question a.s tv mattef concerning Spain and 
not Germany, and wo were justified in 'expecting from 
the good relations between Iflio princely house of 
Hohenzollern and himself that an understtinding could 
be easily conm to with the Hereditary Prince.’ We 
then went on to speak of the present situation. Ho 
wished above all to obtain more favourable terms of 
capitulation. I explained that 1 could not go ipto tliat 
question, as it wab a purely military one, with which 
Moltke would have to deal. . On the other hand it wius 
open to us to discuss an cventuai peace. He, roplic<l 
that ho was a prisoner, andi^yicrefore not in a position 
to decide. On my asking hw^ whom ho regarded as 
competent to treat, ho referred me to the Government 
in Paria I observed that the situation had therefore 
not changed since yesterday, and that we must'main¬ 
tain our demand respecting the army in Sedan, as 
a guarantee that wo should not lose the benefite 
of our victory. Moltke, to whom I had sent word, 
and who had arrived in the meantime, was of the 
same opinion, and went to the Kihg in order to 
tell him so. 

“ Standing befort; the house the Emperor praised 
OUT army and the manner in which it had been led. 
On my acknowledging thaA the French fiad also fought 
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well, he.'came back to tke oonditions of the capitulation, 
^nd askedtwhether we could noff allow the troops shut 
up in Sedarw tc^ cross ti^ Belgian frontier, theilj to be 
disarmed^ and held as prisoners. I tried again tomake 
it clear to him that that was a ^jjiestioh for j:he military 
authorities, *ai!d could not be setflcd without the 
concurrence of hloftke. Besides, h® * himself had 
just declared that as a prisoner he was not able to 
exerci^se his authofity, and that accordingly negoti¬ 
ations respecting quef^jlions qf that kind should 
be carried on \vith the principal officer in command 
at Sedan. 

“ In the moanuuie a scfirch had been made for a 
» better'lodging for th^ hhrqieror, and the^officers of the 
general staffi found that .the little chateau of Bellevue 
near •Fresnois, where I first met him, was suitable for 
his reci^tion, and was not yet requisitioned for the 
wounded. I advised him to remove‘there, as it woulc 
be more comfortable than .the weaver’s,house, and ^a1 
possibly he wanted rest. We would "let the King kno\N 
that he was there. lie agreed to.this, and I rode bad 
to* Donchery to chang^J^y clothes. I then accom 
pa\iicd him to Bellevue i^ith a squailrcm of the Is 
Cuirassier Regiment as a guard of honour. The Emp«ro: 
wished the King to* be present at the negotiations-whicl 
began here—tlouhtlcss countihg on his soft-heartednes 
and good nature—but he also desired me to takb par 
in them. I had however decided that the soldier*, wh 
were made of sterner stuff, should settle the affair K 
themselves and* so I whispered to an officer as I wen 
up the stairs to cadi mo in five ninutes and say that th 
King wanted to speak toqme. This was acewrdin^ 
done. Napoleon was informed that he could only se 
the King after^’the conclusion of the capitulation. Th 
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malitor was therefore arranged between llnltke and 
■WimpfFcn, much on^be lines that were lafld.down tlie^ 
evening* before Then the two.monarchB met. the 

Emperor came out after ^the interview’his eyes were 
filled with heavy team. * In speaking to me he was 
much less affected, "and was perfectly digtiMed.” 

We had ilo detailed partieulai^ of these events 
the forenopn of the 2nd of September ; and from the 
moment when the Chief, in a 'fresh uniform and 
cuirassier’s ielmet, rode oft'’/rom Dobchery until late 
at night, we only heard vagim rumours of what was 
going on. About 10.30 a.m. a*detachment of WUrtom- 
berg artillery drove past our^houge at a trot. In every 
direction clouds of dust rose* from the hoofs of the , 
cavalry, wlrilc the 1>ayonets of long colunTns of infantry 
glistened in the sun. The road at our feet was^filled* 
with a procession of waggons loaded with baggage and 
forage. Presentry wc met Lieutenant yon Czernicki, 
who wanted to. go into Sedan, and invited us tt) d^ivo 
with him in his little carriage. •jWe had accompanied 
him nearly as far a» F'resuJ^jji when, a(?about*1 o'clock, 
Ve m,et the King with a lar^ suite on horseback, in¬ 
cluding the Chancellor, conyng in tlfe opposite direction. 
As it was probable that tlie Chief was going to Don- 
chery ^ wc got out and followed • liim. . The .party, 
however, which included- Ilatzfeldt and Abeken, rode 
through the town,, and we heard that they w.ere viowihg 
the battle-field. As we did not kr^ow how long the 
Minister would remain away we did not venture to 
leave Donchery. 

About 1.30 p.M.'“some thoilsands 'df prisoners 
‘inarched’through the town^n* their way to Germany, 
'Most of them were, on foot, but some of them were in 
carta. They includea about sixty to seventy officers. 
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and a general wbo was horseback. Amongst'the 
nJlsoners & 'v^ere cuirassiers in * ^^ite helmets, blue 
ntlss^ witl^ white facings, ami infanftyinen* of. the 
22nd, 52nd and 58th regiments. They were escorted 
by Wtiriemberg infantry. *At 2 o’clock _ followed a 
second batclf of about 2000 prisonSr^, amongst whom 
^ere negroes in Arab costume—tall, broad-shouldered 
fellows, with savage, apo-like features, and, some old 
soldiers wearing the Crimean and Mexican medals. ° 

A * little after 3 o’clock two French 'guns, with 
their ammunition wagge^ntf and still drawn by French 
horses, passed through our street. The words “5, Jager, 
GOrlitz ” were written in .^^chalk on one of the guns, 
r Shortly afterwards a fire'broke out in one bf the streets 
to the left of'our quartefs. Wtirtemberg soldiers had 
'opened a cask of brandy and had imprudently made a 
fire near it. 

Considerable distress prevailed in the town, and 
even our landlord (he and his wfe we^e good souls) 
suffered from a scarcity of bread. The place was over¬ 
crowded with seddiers, wl^ Vere quartered on the in¬ 
habitants, and with the Wounded who were sometimes 
put up in stables. Some of ,the people-attached to the 
Court tried to secure our house for the -Hereditary Grand 
Duke of Weimar, but wo held out successfully against 
them. Then an officer wanted to quarter a Prince of 
Mecklenburg upon us, but we also cent him packing, 
telling him it was out of the question, as the Charxicllor 
of the Confederation lodged there. After a short 
absence, however; I found that the Weimar gentlemen 
had forced thomaSlv^ into the hctuse. We had reason 
to be thankfiil that they^did* not turn our Chief* out of 
bed. 

.Ts>3!he Minist#r only returned ailor 11 o’clock and 1 
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had supper with him, th^ P^ty aJso^inoTfuding the 
■'Hereditary Grand I^ko of Weimar, in tliA uniform tof 
the Light Bluft Hussara, and Count Solnjs-yonncnwaldfe, 
formerly attached to the Embassy" in Baris, and now 
properly speaking a member of bur staff, although we 
had seen very little of him recently. •• o 

The Chancellor gave us very full "particulars of* his 
ride over the battle-field. He had been nearly twelve 
hoars in the saddle, with short intervals. They had 
been over the whole field, and were received with' great 
enthusiasm in all the camps and bivouacs. It was said 
that during the battle our troops had taken over 25,000 
prisoners, while 40,000 who ^cro, in Sedan surrendered 
under the capitulation, which Was concluded about noon. 

The Minister told us that Napoleon* was to leave 
for Germany, that is to say for Wilhelmshohe, on the’ 
following morning. “ The question is,” said the Chief, 
“ whether he is to go by way of Stenay and Bar Ic Due 
or through Belgium.” “In Belgium he would no 
longer be a prisoner,” said Solmsf “ Well, that woiild 
not matter,” replied 4he ChJtaL “ and it^would'not even 
do auy harm if ho took an^ftor direction. 1 was in 
favour of his going through^Belgium* and he seemed also 
inclined to take that route. If he failed to keep his 
word it would not ’injure us. But itf would be necessary 
to communicate beforehand with Brussels, and we 
could mot have an answer in less than two days.” 

AJxmt 8 o’clock on the following morning, just os I 
was at breakfast, we heard a noise which sounded like 
heavy firing. It was only the horses in a neighbouring 
stable stamping on the wooden floor' probably out of 
temper .that they also shoiild have been put on short 
commons, as the drivers had only been able to give 
them half measures of oats. As a matter of fact there 
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was a scarcity. tJ heard subsequently that 

JBEltzfeldt Ji^d been commissioned ‘py tlie Chief to go to** 
Bfus^els. Shostly afterwards the* Chanct^llor called me 
to his bedside. • He had received 500 cigars, and wished 
me to divide them among thd w^ounded. I accordingly 
betook myself to the barracks, which'’had *been trans- 
fjpned into a hos’pited, and to the bedroofns, barns and 
stables in the street behind our house. At first I only 
wished to divide my stock amongst the Prussians; but 
the Eh’enchmen ■^dio were' sitting by cast such longing 
glances at them, and their German neighbours on the 
straw pleaded so warmiy on their behalf—“ We can’t 
let them look on while we, are smoking, they too have 
, shared* everything with * us ”—that I regarded it as no 
robbery to give them' some too. They all complained 
bf'hunger, and asked how long they were going to be 
kept there. Liatcr on they were supplied with soup, 
bread and sausages, and some of those in the bams and 
stables were even treated to bouillon and chocolate by 
a Bavarian volunteer hospital attendant. 

The inorning was cold 'lull and rainy. The masses 
of .Prussian and WlirtCmberg troops who matched 
through the to-^n shemed however in the best of spirits. 
They sang to the music of tlieir bands. In aU proba¬ 
bility the feelings of the prisoners who sat in the long 
line of carts that passed in the opposite direction at the 
saineitime ^yere more in harmony with the disagreeable 
weather and the clouded sky. About 10 o’clock^^as I 
waded in the drizzling rain through the deep mud of 
the market-placer in fulfilment of my mission to the 
wounded, I**met' a'Tong procefeion of conveyances 
coming from the Meuse bridge under the escort, of the 
black death’s-head hussars. Most of them were covered 
coaches, the reaxainder being baggage and commissariat 
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They were followed hy a number** of saddle 
‘horses. In a ‘closed »coup4 immediately behind th^ 
hussars sat th* “ Pftaoner of Sedan,” the Erqperbr 
Napoleon, on his way to Wilhelmshohe through 
Belgium. General Castelfteau ha*d a seat in his* carriage. 
He was foLfowed*iii ah open waggonettethe infantry 
general, Adjutant-General von Boydn, who had be^n 
selected by the King as the Emperor’s travelling 
cegnpanion, and by Briuce Lyiiitr and some of the 
officers who ^ had been present at N&poleon's nfeeting 
with the Chancellor on the previous day. “ Boyen is 
capitally suited for that missioEl” said the Chief to us 
the night before ; “ he cai\ .extremely rude in the 
most polite way.” ‘The Minister was probably •think¬ 
ing of the possibibty that ^somc of tlip officers in 
the entourage of the august prisoner mighty takt? 
liberties. 

We learned ‘afterwards that an indirect route 
through Donchery had been taken, as the" Emperor Vas 
particularly anxious not to pass through Sedan. The 
hussars went as far p.s the ^onticr ne!j.r Bodillon, the 
nearest Belgian town. The^jjmpcror was not tre£U«d 
with disrespect the French pTisohers wliom the party 
passed on the way. The officers on the other hand had 
occasionally to listen to some upplca^ant romorks. 
Naturally they were “ traitors,” as indeed from this 
time Jforward everybody was who lost a battle pr 
suffered any other mishap. It seeiys to have been a 
particularly painful moment for these gentlemen when 
they passed a great number of French field pieces 
that had fallen mto»*our hands. ’ Boyen* related the 
followpj^ anecdote. One ^f the Emperor's aides-de- 
camp, I believe ‘ it was the Prince de la Moscowa, 
thought the guns belotiged to us, as tkey were drawn 
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by our hpr^, yet was ^p«rently struck by sometbing 
^ their appearance. He asked 

Quoi, es^-c* que vous avez Seux ayst^mes d’artil* 
lerie ? ” ^ • * _ 

“ Non* monsieur, nous n’aVbns qu’ufi seul,” was the 
reply, 

^ “ Mais cea candns-lh ? ” 

“ Ils ne sont pas les nfitres, monsieur.” 



CHAPTER VII 


PROM THE,MEUSE ;rO THE MARNE 

I AGAIN quote from my diary, i 

Saturday, September —We left Donchcry 
shortly before 1 o’clock. On the way we were orertakcn 
by a short but severe storm, fhc thunder echoing along 
the valleys. This was followed by a heavy rain^ whicli 
thoroughly tirenched the Chancellor, who sat in an open 
carriage, as he told us in the evening at table. Happily 
it had no serious consequences: it depends more on 
diplomacy, and if the Chief wer^ to fall ill iy^o could 
replace him ? 

I drove with th«i CounciT^rs. Count liohlen gave 
us nuraeroui^ details of the events of yesterday. Napoleon 
had loft Sedan at such an Sarly hour—it must have l>cen 
before or shortly‘after daybreak—t^jcauac he fek it was 
unsafe to remain in the * midst of the furious soldiery, 
who .were packed into the fortress like herringi in a 
barrel, and who burst into paroxysips of rage, breaking 
their rifles and swords on hearing of the capitulation. 
During the first interview at Donchcry the Minister had, 
amongst other thing!< told Wim^ffed he’muat be well 
aware,that the arrogance^anfl quarrelsomeness of the 
French, and their jealousy at the success of neighboiy- 
ing peoples, did not Originate with tfte working and 

M 2 
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industrial^ cf^ses, but witb tlje joumalitsts and the mqb. 
T^ese elem^ts, however, swayed (public 'opinion, con- 
8tefi5nip.g it tp their will# For tnat reason the^r.ciral 
guarantees to which the general had referred would be 
of no value. We must have °materiar guarantees, at 
present by th# capitulation of the krmy in Sedan, and 
th^ by the cessioh of* the great fortresses in the East. 
The surrender of the French troops took place on a kind 
of peninsula formed by a bend of the Meuse. Moltke had 
ridden out some distance from Vendresse to meet the King. 
The interview between the two Sovereigns took place in 
the drawing-room of the (|hdteau of Bellevue. They were 
alone together for about ton rpinutes. Subsequently the 
King summoned the officets of his suite, ordered the cap¬ 
itulation to bo read to liim, and, with tears in his eyes, 
thailke^ them for their assistance. The Crown Prince 
is understood to have informed • the Hessian regiments 
that the filing had selected Cassel for the internment of 
the Emperor Napoleon, in recognition of their gallantry. 

The l^inister dine.d with the King at Vendresse, 
where we once more put up ^or the .night, but he never¬ 
theless took some refresh/ ent with us afterwards. He 
read? over to us a pJortion of a letter from his wife, 
energetically expressing in biolical terms her hope that 
the French would be destroyed. He then added medi¬ 
tatively, “ Well, in 1866—seven days. This time possibly 
seven <times . seven. Yes—when did we cross, the 
frontier ? On the 4th 1 No, on the 10th of August. Five 
weeks ago. Seven times seven—it may be possible.” 

I again send off a couple of articles to Germany, 
amongst thenf beiilg obe on the reeulta of the battle of 
the Ist September. ‘ „ 

,^W6 are to start for Reims to-motfrow, our first halt 
torbe at Rethol. 0* * " 
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* Reihely Se'ptemher 4.th, &velting. —Early this morning 

before we left Vendi^sse I was called to tbe Chief, 4o 
receive instructions respectfng reports for the* news¬ 
papers of his meeting •with Napoleon. Towards the 
close he practically .dictated what I was t^say.^ Shortly 
afterwards, about half-past 10, the carriages afeved, and 
we began oun journey into the champagne country. 
The way was at first somewhat hilly, then we came to 
a* softly undulating plain, .with numerous fruit gardens, 
and finallyto a poor district with very few villages. 
We passed some large detaclAncnts of troops, at first 
Bavarians, and afterguards thd 6th and 50th Prussian 
regiments. Amongpt the latt^ Willisch saw his brother, 
who had been in battle, and had escaped unwoundedT 
A little further on the carriage of Princo Charles had ^ 
be left behind at a village, as the axle had •caught 

fire. We took Count Donhoff, the Prince’s master of 

* 

the horse, and Major von Frey berg, aide-de-can^ to 
Prince Luitpokl of Bavaria,* into our conveyance. The 
tragedy at Bazeilles was mentioned, and the jr»jor gave 
an account of the cirfcumstaflh^, which differed consider¬ 
ably from that of Count B^Uen, According to 'him 
twenty peasants, including one woman,, lost their lives, 
but they were kij,ied in fight while opposing the soldiers, 
who stormed the place. A pricsIT was'afterwards shot 
by court martial. The *Major however does not appear 
to hhve been a*witness of the <x;currenCe8 which*he 
relaltes, so that his account of the jiffair may also prove 
to be inaccurate. He knew nothing of the hangings 
mentioned by Bohleu^, There arp spme jicoplc whose 
tongues,are more cruel tlian t^eir dispositions. 

W6 arrived at Rethel rfbout 5.30 p.m. The quarter¬ 
master had chosen U l^ging for us in thc^roomy and weJl- 
* These particolsn worked up into th« preceding ohspter. 
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furnished: residence of oiSe M. Duval, in 4he Kue Grahd 
fiont. The*entire field bureau of ^be Foreign Office was 
quartered in this^house. After dinner I was summofied 
three times to receive, instructions from the Chief. 
Amongst otheg things he said : “ Metz and Btrassburg 
are what we requir 9 and what we wish to t^ke—that is 
thr fortresses. Alsace is a professorial idea.” He evi¬ 
dently referred to the strong emphasis laid upon the 
German past of th^t province and* the circumstance that 
the inhabitants stiU retained the use of the German 
language. C 

In the meantime th(f German newspapers were de¬ 
livered. It was highly ''s^isfactory to observe that the 
South German press also began to oppose the efforts of 
fpreign diplotnacy which* desired to mediate in the 
negotiations for peace between ourselves and France. 
In this respect the Schwdbische Merkur was perfectly 
in apcord with the Chief’s views in saying : “ When the 
German peoples marched to the Rhine in order to defend 
their native land, Eift-opoan diplomacy said the two 
antagonists must be allcp^ ed to fight out their own 
quarrel, and that the, wacrinust be thus localised. Well, 
we iiave carried on that wa^ alone against those who 
threatened all Europe, and we now alsQ desire to localise 
the conclusion ‘of phace. In Paris wo shall ourselves 
dictate the conditions which must protect the German 
people' from 'a renewal of such predaiioous invasion as 
the war of 1870, arrd the diplomats of foreign PoVers 
who looked on as spectators shall not bo allowed to 
have anything to .say, in the master. Those who took 
no part in the fight shall ^have no voice in the negotia¬ 
tions.” “ Wo must breed ottier articles from thii one,” 
attd the Chief, and it did. ^ *■ 

ReimA, Hth ,—Dftring the whole forenoon 

i 


IVJE AT JfS/MS 


Sept s, j 8 zo] 




great masses troops marched along'a roa^ not far 
from our quarters a^ Rethel Bridge. The proceasicjji 
was chosed by four regiments* of Prusaiaq, infantiy. ** It 
was very noticeable how /ew offieem thef e were, ^veral 
companios^were hnder command of young lieutenants 
or ensigns. This* was the case with the ^th and ^6th, 
one battalion qf which carried a ‘captured French ea^le. 
Although the day was stiflingly hot, and the men were 
covered with the white dust of* the limestone roads, 
they marcTicd steadily, and wgll. Our coachman placed 
a bucket of water by the Vay, so thfft they could fill 
their tin cans and glasses, and isomctimes their helmets, 
as they passed. ,/. 

Between 12 and 1 o’clock wc^ started for Reims ; tha 
district through which the rqad runs is jn great part an 
undulating plain with few villages. ^ ' * 

At length we see ' the towers of the Cathedral of 
Reims rising over the glistening plains, and beyond the 
town the blue heights that change to green as wc 
approach them, and show white villages a^png their 
sides. We drive at first ^through poor outskirts and 
then through better streets, al^ across a square with a 
monument,'to the Rue de Cloltre,’where we take up our 
quarters, opposite the Callliedral, in a handsome house, 
which belongs to a M. Dauphinot. 'Rhe Chief lodged 
on the first floor, while the ofiicc was set up on the 
grotlnd floor. The streets are crowded with Prussian 
anc^ WUrtemberg soldiers. The JBiing has done the 
Archbishop the honour of taking up his quarters in his 
Palace. I hear that our landlord is the Mairc of Reims, 
Keudey understands that the territory to be retained by 
us at»the close pf the w|r will probably not bo incor¬ 
porated with 6iny»one State or divided between several, 
but will become the loUective poesesaicA of all Germany. 
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In the evening the Qhief dined with us, and aa^e 
^e here in ^he centre of the champagne country we try 
seVeraJ brand§. ^In the course of convolution thfe Chief 
mentions that he is' usually b^red at the royal table. 
“ When there are but few guestg I sit near the King, 
and then it i§ tolerable. But when there are a great 
number present I arti placed between the Bavarian 
Prince and the Grand Duke of Weimar, and .then the 
conversation is inexpressibly tedious.” Some one re¬ 
marked that yesterday a,,shot wfis fired out of a cafe 
at a squadron of our hussars. The Minister said the 
house must be immedietely destroyed, and the pro¬ 
prietor tried by court \ 71 artial. Stieber should be 
jnstruetjed to inquire into the matter. 

I understand we are tQ remain here for ten or twelve 

« 

days. ^ 

Tuesday, September Qth .—I have been working 
hard from 10 to 3 o’clock without interruption in 
preparing, amongst other things, exhaustive, and also 
shorter, articles respeoting the conditions upon which 
Germany should make p^.ice. The Chief found an 
article that appeared ijjft^he Volkszeitung of the Slst 
of August “ very sensible and well worth caUing 
attention to.” The writer afgued against the annexa¬ 
tion to Prussia of the conquered French territory ; and 
after endeavouring to show thht such a course would 
rather eweakep than strengthen Prussia, concluded with 
the words : “ Our aim ought to be, not the aggrandise¬ 
ment of Prussia, but the unification of Germany, and 
to put it out of the powpr of France to harm us.” 
Bamberger hhs established a Prench newspaper at 
Nancy, to which we are !o ^nd reporte from time to 
time. 

At dinner G^unt Bohlen ramalrked,. as he counted 
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>theplaces, “ I hqpe we are not? thirteen.” “ No.” That’s 
right, as the Minist^ does not like that^ number.’^ 
Bohlen* who seems to be chafged with*th« supervision 
of the fleshpots, has t 9 -day evidently inspired the 
genius of ^ur chef-de*Quisine to one of his greatest 
achievements. The dinner is magnificent. Amongst 
the guests are Von KnobelsdorflT, a captain in the 
Guards ; Count York, and one Count Briihl, a some- 

» wlffit bashful young man, in^the uniform of a lieutenant 
of dragoons. • The latter brought the great news that a 
Republic had been proclaime*d in Paris and a Provisional 
Government appointed, in whjch Gambctta, hitherto 
one of the orators (jf the Opj^iosition, and Favre have 
portfolios. Rbehefort, the editor of IjO, Lantei'ne, is 
also a. member of the Cabinet. It is sirtd that they 
wish to continue the war against us. The position has, 
therefore, not improved m so far as peace is copcerned ; 
but it is also by no means worse, especially if ^the 
Republic lasts, and it becomes, later on, a question of 
gaining friends at foreign Courts.* For the yocsent it 
is all over with Napoleoi1^|And Lulu. Like Louis 
Philippe in 1848, the Empress'^^ fled. Wo shall 8<1on 
discover what thfe lawyers and literary men, who have 
now taken over the conduct# affairs, can do. Whether 
France will recognise their authoifty remains*to be 
seen. 

Otlr uhlans are now at Chateau Thierry ; itf t-v^o 
days they may reach Paris. It is now certain, however, 
that we shall remain another week at Reims. Count 
Bohlen reported to thc^Chief the resuR of his inquiries 
respecting the cafC from which our cavalry were fired 
at. Yielding to the entreaties of the proprietor, who 
is believed to be innocent, the house has not been 
destroyed- Moreover^ the treacherous s&ot failed of its 
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effect. . The proprietoi^ hsfts been let gff with a fttte of 

►two hun<ired or two hundred^ and fifty bottles of 
’cRampagne,*to*be ^resehted to the squadron ; ?ind this 
he gladly paid? . , 

At tea somebody (I now forget wfio it '^as) referred 
to the exceptional position accorded'to the Saxons in 
the North German C)onfederation as regards military 
arrangements. The Chancellor did not consider the 
matter of much importance. “ Moreover, that arraifge- < 
ment was not made on my initiative,” tie observed ; 

“ Savigny concluded the treaty, as I was seriously ill at 
the time. I am disposed to regard even less narrowly 
the arrangements respe^ing the foreign relations of the 
smalle'r States. Many people lay too much stress on 
^thia point, and apprehend danger from the retention of 
their.-diplomatic representatives besides those of the 
Confederation. If such States' were in other respects 
powerful, they could, even without ofl&cial representa¬ 
tives, exchange letters with foreign Courts and intrigue 
by word pf mouth a'gainst our policy. That could be 
managed by a •dentist on^ny other personage of that 
description. Moreqve«®the Diets will soon refuse to 
grant the sums required for all such luxuries.” 

Thursday, Septemh&r^fh .—The Chancellor gives a 
great dinner, the gliesta including the Hereditary Grand 
Duke of Mecklonburg-Schw'erin, Herr Stephan., the 
Chief Director of the Post Office, and the* three 
Americans. Amongst other matters mentiotfed at 
table were the various reports as to the affair at 
Bazeilles. The Minister.said that peasants could not 
be permitteS^ to take part in the defence of a. j>oaition. 
Not being in 'uniform tiiey^jould not be recognised as 
oombatants—they were able to throw away their arms 
UpiMtioed. T&e chances most equal for both sidee. 
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^beken considered that BaiTeilffes was hardly treated, 
and thought the war §ught to be conducted^in a more* 
humane* manner. Sheridan, *to whonf MacLearr has* 
translated these remarks, ^s of a differeni; opinion. He 
considers th^it in war it. is expedient, even from the 
political point of View, to treat the poj)iriation with tlio 
utmost rigour also. He expressed himself roughly as 
follows ; '* The proper strategy consists in tlie first 

.place in inflicting as telling blows as possible uppn the 
enemy’s army, and thcJi in cawsing the inhabitfints so 
much suffering that they must long for peace, and force 
their Government to demand it The peoj)lc must be 
left nothing but their eyes to wCcp with over the war.” 
Somewhat heartless it seems to me, but perhaps worthy * 
of consideration. 

Friday, September 9th .—Engaged all the forenoon 
and until 3 o’clock in writing various articles, .amongst 
others one on the inconceivable attachment of the 
Alsacians to France, their vx^luntary helotry, and the 
blindness which will not permit fliem t<i sec. and feel 
that the Gauls only fegard l||em as a kind of second- 
rate Frenchmen, and in many^aispects treat them *!ac- 
cordingly. NewS has arri^d that Paris is not to be 
defended against ijs nor rv*fpiWed as a fortress. This is 
very questionable, as, according to' other reports, the 
French have still some regular troops at their disposal, 
although not mafty. 

SfUurday, September lOth. —The* Chief dined with 
the King to-day, but also joined us at table for half-an- 
hour. Bohlen, who h^ visited the ^Inq>erial chateau 
at Mounnelon, near ChAlons, told us how the people 
had wi'fecked the .whole pl^cc, breaking the furniture, 
mirrors, &c. Aftert^nner the Chancellor had a long 
talk alone with Boyen|and Delbriick, wl^ were amongst 
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the guests. I was ** afterwards supamoned to* th^ 
uMitiister to receive instruction^ respecting a commu- 
' rnqvj to tlwe two Frentih newspapers published'here, 
namely ^the Courier ^de let Jdham,‘p<igne and the In- 
ddpendant RSmois. It was to the folloynng effect : 
“ If the ReiSis^press were to declare ff-self in favovir of 
proclamation of *a French Republic, and recognise 
the new Government by publishing its decrees, it 
might be inferred tliat as ther town is occupied * by 
German troops the organs in question were acting in 
harmony with Ihc views of the German Government. 
This is not the case. The- German Government 
respects the liberty of® the press here as at home. It 
has however up to the present recognised no Govern¬ 
ment in France except that of the Emperor Napoleon- 
‘Therefore until further notice it can only recognise the 
Imperial Government as authorised to enter upon 
international negotiations.” 

”1 give the following from my diary merely to show 
the genuine kindness and simple good-heartedness of our 
Chief. After giving me A^iy instructions ho remarked 
that I had not been loo^^Kg well ; and when I told’him I 
had been rathcf unwell for the last few'dayb, he inquired 
minutely into the details,' .^nd asked me whether I had 
consulted any-doctor. I said I had not much faith in 
physicians. 

• “ Well,”, he replied, “ they certainly are not of"much 
use as a rule, and often only make us worse. But this 
is no laughing matter. Send to Lauer—he is really a 
good man. I cafinot tell you how much my health 
owes to hun during this campaign. Go to bed for a 
couple of days and you ^l^be all right again. •Other¬ 
wise you will have a relapse and may not be able to stir 
for three weekrf? I often suffer *^.n the same way, and 
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^>4hen. I take thirty thirtydrops from *ShLat little 

"^ttle on the cliimne^piece. Take it witl% you, but^ 
bring. i1> back again. And when I send for you toil* 
me if you are not able to come and I will go to you. 
You can perhaps* write ift bed.’' 

Sunday,' Sep^faher \\th. —The Chiefs bottle has 
had an excellent effect. I was again *able to rise earl^ 
and work with ease. The contents of the coniviunique 
weae forwarded to the.newspaper *at Nancy as well as 
to the Genrfan press. It was pointed but, in corrCetion 
of the remarks of the Zeitung bud the Berlin 

Volkszeitung, that Prussia did not conclude the Peace of 
Prague with France, but with x\justria, and that, con¬ 
sequently, the French have as liftle to do with paragraph 
5 as with any other paragraph of that treaty. 

In the course of the day one M. Werle called upon’ 
the Chief. He was a tall, haggard man, with the red 
ribbon in his button-hole which appears to b*e indis¬ 
pensable to every well-dresped Frenchrhan. He • is 
understood to be a member of the Jjcgislative Chamber, 
and a partner in the firm of Keuve Clicquot. He wished 
to speak to the Chief as to measures for mitigating the 
distress which, prevailed in the towfi, and for providing 
against popular riots. It wflN^feared that the working 
classes here, being'in a state of fern>ent, .would declare 
in favour of a Red Republic. As Reims wtvs an indus¬ 
trial centre, with tgn or twelve thousand outn^rs wjthin 
its walls, there might be general grounjl for apprehension 
on the withdrawal of our troops. That also was a thing 
one could have hardly dreamed of‘a month ago— 
German soldiers protecting the French from Obmmunism! 

Aft^ dinner I was sumjponbd several times to the 
Chief to receive insVaictions. In Belgium and Luxem- 
boig our wounded *T|ero, received in %n unfriendly 
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manner, is snspecjted, probably not without rejison, 

tliat ultrj^ontane influence ia, at the bottom of thSs 
.conduct. Favfe,' “ who, does n6t exis.; for us,” the 
Chie^ declared to-day, has asked, indirectly through 
London,'whether we are disposed to grant an armistice 
and to enterointo negotiations. Pavre seems to consider 
this question as very pressing. The Chancellor, however, 
does not. 

When Bdlsing brought in the despatch from Berns- 
torflT, stating that Lord Granville requested an early^ 
reply from the Chancellor of the'Confederation to Favre’s 
inquiry, the Minister simply remarked, “ There is no 
hurry to answer this rubbish.” 

After 10 P.M. the Chief joined us at tea. 

The conversation* ultimately turned on the politics 
^of recent years. The (Chancellor said ; “ What I am 
proudest of, however, is our success in the Schleswig- 
Holstein afi'air, in which the diplomatic intrigues would 
furnish matter for a play. In the first place, Austria 
could not well havq^ sided with the Augustenburger in 
presence'of hgr previous attitude as recorded in the 
proceedings of the Go^manic Diet, for which she was 
bojand to show some regard. Then she w,anted to find 
some tolerable' way out o|^jtae embanassment in which 
she hijd involved Jierself with the Congress of Princes 
at Frankfort Immediately after the death of the King 
of D^enmeurk I explained what I wanted in a long speech 
at a sitting of the Council of State. The officiqf who 
drew up the minutes of the sitting omitted the most 
important part of my speech ; ho must have thought 
that I had*^ lunched too well, and would be glad if he 
left it out. But I took-care that it was again' inserted. 
It was difficulty however, to Sarry my idea into execution. 
Bvezything vtm against it—;AuBtria, the English, the 
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^tmalj States—both Liberal aixd ^ti-Libei^l, *ft»e Oppo- 
llrtion in the Dfet, inflyential personages at ^oiirt, and 
the majority of the Pr^ss. 

“ Yes, at that time there was some *nara ngnnng, 
the hardest being with ^e Coilrt, and it dfcmandod 
stronger nerVes than mfu'e. It was about *1110 same at 
Baden-Baden ‘before the Congress, at* Frankfort, when 
the King of Saxony was in Baden, and wanted our 
King to go to that Assembly. It* was literally in the 
“sweat of my l^row that I prevented hit* from doing so.” 

I asked the Chief, after some further remarks, if the 
King had really wished to join the other Princes. “ He 
certainly did,” replied the Minister, “ and I only suc¬ 
ceeded with the utmost diffieillty in preventing him, 
literally hanging on to his coat-tails.” Thq Chief then 
continued to the following effect: “ His Majesty said ho. 
could not well do otherwise when a King had come to 
him as a courier to’bring the invitation. All the women 
were in favour of his going,^ the Dowager Queen, the 
reigning Queen, and the Grand Dychess of Baden. I 
declared to the Dowager that^would noj remain Minis¬ 
ter nof return to Berlin if thc*^ing allowed himself ^to 
be persuadedv She said she woS very sorry, but iC I 
seriously meant that, she nw^^ surrender* her own view 
and use her influerree with the King ju the other direc- 
tion, although it was greatly opposed to her own con- 
vietdorts. The affair was, however, still made (juii^ 
disagreeable enough for me. After the King of Saxony 
and Bieust had been with him, his Slajesty lay on the 
sofa and had an attack of hysterical weeping ; and when 
at length I had succeeded in wringing from him the 
letter o1^ fefusal, I was myself «o weak and exhausted 
that I could scarcely stand/ Indeed, I actually reeled 
M T left the room, so nervous jand unhinged 
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tliat in cKsin^ the outer, door I lS)re off the handle. 
The aide-^ e-camp asked me if, I was “unwell. I said* 
No, I am all right agaiij now.’ told'^Beust, however, 
that I woutxi 4iave*the regiment stationed at Rastatt 
brought over to guard* the hi&use, atid to prevent any¬ 
body else having access to th'e* King in order to put 
fre^ pressure upftn him.” Keudell also mentioned that 
1?iie Minister had intended ^o get Beust arrested. It 
was getting late when the Chief^had finished his narra¬ 
tive of those events, so he rtetircd, saying : “-Yes, gentle¬ 
men, a delicate' nervous system has to endure a good 
deal. I shall therefore be off to bed. Good night.” 

Monday, Septembef l^th .—Engaged writing various 
^ paragraphs till noon. * 

Accordiriig to sonie of the German papers the Chief 
•haRi declared that in the battle of Sedan, Prussia’s allies 
fought best. What he said, however, was only that 
they co-operated in the best possible way. “ The 
Belgians,” said the Minister, “ display such hatred 
towards us and such^warm attachment for the French, 
that perhaps ^.fter all something might be done to 
sa^sfy them. It mighi*®%t any rate be well to suggest 
that arrangements^ even with the» present French 
Government are not enti^e^y out of the question, which 
would.gratify Belgian yearnings towurds France. Call 
attention,” added the Chief,. “ to the fact that the 
presejpt animosity in Belgium is due chiefly to , vdtra¬ 
montane agitation.” 

The Bavarian Count Luxburg, who is staying with 
Ktlhlwetter, has distinguished himself by his talent and 
zeal. In future he is to 'take piirt in the consideration 
of all important questions. 

, A report has been receiv^ to th^ effect that America 
has offered her^aervices as a med^tor between ourselves 
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• and. the new French Republic. . This m^iation will not 
'be declined, and as a matter of fact would lie preferre^ 
to thahof any ohher State. It.may be assumed that the 
authorities at Washington are not disposed to interfere 
with our necessary military operations, which would 
however probably be'the consequence of-sifch mediation. 
The Chief ap'^iears to have been for a* considerable time 
past well disposed tow’ards the Americans, and not long 
ag© it was understood that he hope'd to secure permission 
to fit out ships in the American hailiours agaidst the 
French navy. Doubtless tlfcrc is no lo*ngor any proba¬ 
bility of this being don.c. 

To conclude from a communication which he has 
forwarded to Carlaruhc, the Minister regards the general, 
situation as follows :—“ Peace seems to. J)o still very 
remote, as the Government in Paris does not protnise* M 
be permanent. When the proper moment for negotia¬ 
tions has arrived* the King will summon his' allies to 
consider our demands. Our principal object is bnd 

remains to secure the South-Western German frontier 

^ • 

against the danger of a F^cl1^l invasion^ to which it has 
now .been subjected for ccntil^ies. A neutral buffer 
State like BeJgiutn or Switzerland \vouh^ not serve «ur 
purpose, as it would unqucMi’sinably join France in case 
of a fresh outbrealc of war. Metz afid Strassbur^g, with 
an adequate portion of surrounding territory, must belong 
to all.Germany, serve as a protective barrier against 
the French. The partition of thi.'^ territory between 


single States is inexpedient. The fact that this war has 
been waged in common cannot fail ixr have exercised a 
healthy influence in ’other respects *on flic cause of 
Germaji unity ; but nevertlmle^ Prussia will, as a matter 
of course, after thetwar as before it, respect the views of 
the South, and avoid |veij the suspicion of any kind of 
VOL. I N 
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pressure. In this matt^j* a great deal will depend upon 
fhe personal disposition and determination of the Kin^ 
of Bqivaria.”^ • » , 

Before dinrfbr to-day Prince Luitpold of Bavaria had 
a long interview with the Chief. _ Tn the evening at tea 
the. Ministerf referring to this ihte^iew, said: “The 
I^ince is certainly a' good fellow, but I‘rather doubt 
whether he understood the hietorical and political state¬ 
ments which I made to him to-day.” 

I have reason to believ^e that this interview was the 
beginning of negotiations ° (which were several times 
interrupted) between the Chancellor of the Confedera¬ 
tion and the Emperors of Austria and Russia, which 
r gradually led to an understanding and finally resulted 
in the so-called Drei JCai^er IBilndniss, or Three 
Emperors’ Alliance. The object of these “ historical 
and political statements ” was to induce Prince Luitpold 
to write a letter to his V)rothcr-in-law, the Archduke 
Albrecht, submitting certain views to the personal con- 
sideratiqn of the Emperor Francis Joseph. This was 
one of the few ways in which it appeared possible for 
those considerations to ibach the Emperor’s own ear in 
an'ungarbled form.' They were as fbllows : The turn 
which events have taken jb..^Paris renders it possible to 
regard-the precent war between Germany and France as 
a defence of monarchical conservative principles against 
the republican and socialistic tenets adopted by the 
present holders of power in France. The proclamation 
of the Republic in Paris has been welcomed with warm 
approval in Spain',' and it is to be expected that it will 
obtain a lik^ reception in Italy. '' In that circumstance 
lies the great danger for’thq-sc European States that are 
governed on a monarchical ^>y8tem. ' The l^est security 
for the cause of order and civilisation against this 
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'•solidarity of th^ revolutionary And republican elements 
“would be a clever un^bn of those countries*which, likfs 
Germahy, Kussia, and Austria,* still affoAl a firm SHpporl; 
to the monarchical prir^ciple. . Austria, ho\ycvcr, can 
only bo included in sjifh an undorsbindinor when it is 
recognised in thM country that the afternpts hitherto 
rftado in the Cislcithan half of the monarchy to intro¬ 
duce a liberal system are based on a mistaken policy, 
as* arc also the natnonal^ cx 2 )erimcuts in a ^Polish 
direction. The appointments of K^lf^czko, a Polish 
literary man, to a position in which he is in close 
relations with Bcust, -the Chancellor of tin; Pmpire, 
whose policy and tendency aye* well known, together 
with the latest declarations of .Klaczko, must "be ro-» 
garded as indications of Beust’s owai’ views and 
intentions. This co-operation with tin; J^olish 

revolutionists, together' with the hostility to Russia 
which is manifested thereby, is f<u- the. ('hancellor of 
the German Confederation a serious hindrance to goo<l 
relations wdth Austria, and must/at the same.time be 
regarded as an indication ol^rmtility t(^ (nirselvcs. In 
connection wdth the above the position of the Cisleitban 

half of the dbal State must be taken into consideration, 

■$ 

and the difficulties which it presents (;annot be over¬ 
come except by a conservative r^giyyi^. It Is only 

through the frank adoption of relations of mutual 

confidence towards united (Scimany and -Russia* that 
Austna can find the .supi>ort which slic najuires against 
revolutionary and csintrifugal forces, a supjrort which 
she has lost through^ the rli.sastrous jxrlicy of Count 
Beust. 

Prinee Luitpold’s letter/giving expression to tliese 
views failed to prodvjce tlA desired resrjlt. It is true 
the Archduke Albrecht srubmitted it to the Emperor, 

N 2 
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but he .showed it at ‘the same time to Beust. JElis 

ft 

Answer, which was inspired by Bi^ust, was in the maiif* 
to"^theo effect that Austria,'so long as no special political 
advantages werS offered by U8,^did not feel any need of 
support. If Prussia, as it would appear, regarded a 
I'oupprocheme^t *^with Austria as desitt^ble or requisite, 
nothing had been heard so far as to what she had 
to offer in return to the dual monarchy, whose in¬ 
terests were complex. The Emperor would gladly 
consider any suggestions that reached^ him in a 
direct way. 

The Tsar Alexander was informed of the attempt 
made in Vienna through the Bavarian Prince, his 
o attention being at the^same time called to The notorious 
understandings which existed between the present 
C^oVemment in Paris and the revolutionary pro¬ 
pagandists throughout Europe.' The desirability of a 
close co-opera.tion of the Eastern Powers against this 
movement was urged upon* him on the one hand, while 
on the other the ncc^sity was pointed out for Germany 
to avoid, when toncludins^eace, anything which might 
look like disregard fqt^'the real reqixirements of the 
country in the matter of frontier protection and 
security, and thus give tke'Tjerman revolutionary party 
an opportunity of poisoning the public mind. The 
Tsar declared himself in perfect agreement with these 
views, and expressed a strong desire for the realisation 
of the proposed union of the monarchical elements 
against the revolutionary movement. 

Subsequently, after the insvurrection of the Com¬ 
munists in Paris, the progTe.ss of the International, upon 
which considerable stress wes also laid in the Press, was 
used as a further argument ^r the 'combination of the 
conservative Powers agairtst ixthe republican anci^ 
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socialistic propaganda. This J»imc the represpntatious 
^n question me^ with^ore success in Vicnni. I 

'Tuesday, September \Zth .—In the qourse pf lh\} 
forenoon I was called in ^ the ChancelFor six^times, and 
wrote as many* paragraphs for the press. Amongst 
them were two fbr the lociil French ^al^e^'s, which, also 
feceived some information from us yesterday. Arrange¬ 
ments were made to secure the insertion of the portrait 
aiTd biography of General von Blumeuthal in the 
illustrated papers with whweh we "entertain friendly 
relations, a distinction wfiich he has well deserved. 
“ So far as one can see,” said the Chief, “ the papers 
make no mention of him, although he is chief of the 
staff to the Crown Prince, ami, next after Moltke,i 
deserves most credit for the conduct of tlih war. 

“ I should like a grant to be made to him. IJc won 
the battles of Wpissenburg and Wcu th, and afterwards 
those of Beaumont and Sedan, as the Crown Prince was 
not always interfering with his plans, jvs Prince Frederick 
Charles did in 1866. The latter ^ncied that he under¬ 
stood a great deal about thA<‘unatter3.’* 

In the evening the Count sent for me once more.. 
It was merely to show me a telegram, which he hatfded 
to me with a smile. It was mes-sage from the Grand 
Duke of Weimar to the Grand Ducliess, couched in the 
style of the King’s despatches to the Queen, in which 
the Duke reported, “ My army has fought very bravelj^.” 
Greatness, hke murder, will out. But still there are 
cases in which imi tation had bettor be avoided. 

On the 14th of September, shortly before 10 o’clock, 
we started for ChfLteau Thieny, and reached Meaux on 
the next day. y 

Before dinn er hejnd that a pcerlementaire has 
arrived from Paris, at sli^t dark-haire<i young gentle- 

. d 
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m^n, who is now standiu^ in the court;^ard before J>he 
(fief’s hou%e. From his langna^ he would appear to"^ 
te'hn pnglishman. In the evening he has a long con¬ 
versation wdth Chief over a bottle of kirschwasser, 
and turns out to be Mr. Edward Malet, an attache oi 
the British Erfibassy in Paris. As P had to pass through 
the ante-chamber I noticed the attendant, Engel, with 
his ear to the keyhole, curious to know what they were 
talking about. He had brought a letter from 'Lord 
Lyons asking whether the Count would enter into 
negotiations with Favre as to the conditions of an 
armistice. The Chancellor is understood to have re¬ 
plied ; “ As to conditions of peace, yes; but not for an 
armistice.” ^ 

I see from, the letters of some Berlin friends that 
rhaiiy well-meaning and patriotic persoYis cannot bring 
themselves to accept the idea that the conquered terri¬ 
tory is not to be annexed to Prussia. According to a 
comlnunication from Heinrich von Treitschke, of Frei¬ 
burg, it ^is feared th.at Alsace and Lorraine may be 
handed over to Bavaria, and that a new dual system 
may thus arise. In a le^er to the Chief he says ; “It 
18 obvious thaL Prussia alone is capable of once more 
Germanising the Teutonittevjhovinces of France.” He 
refers to a “ circumstance to which too little attention 
is paid in the North—namely, that aU sensible'men-in 
South, Germany desire to see Alsace dianded over to 
Prussia ; ” and declagres that “ it is a great mistake.if it 
is thought in the North that the South must be r^arded 
by an increase of territory and population.” F cannot 
imagine where Treitschke can havfe heard such erroneous 
views. So far as I am aWar(^ they ar^ held by none of 

* In presonoo of ktor erente he oaiirfaardly hMve expreaaad himself in 

vny. " 1. ° 
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our people. I fancy it ia thought hero that the South 

Vill be sufficiently rewarded in being at length secured 
agaiush French* lust conquest. Other ideas of tAie 
writer can only be regarded as sound in* certain circum¬ 
stances. Our Chief’s plaii, to which I liave previously 
referred, is unquo^io'nably more just and l^etter adapted 
te the existing situation—namely, t5 make those pro¬ 
vinces the. common property of all Germany. By taking 
that coxxrse the conquered territory would not become 
an object ’of envy and a 'cause of ’dissatisfacrton to 
Prussia’s allies ; but, on tin? contrary, would serve as a 
bond of union between.klorth and South. 

I hear from Willisch that certain apprehensions are 
entertained in* Berlin, which afe understood to originate 
in the entourage of the Queen. Owing the anxiety 
oecasioned by the blowing-up of the citadel at^Lann*, 
objections are raised to "the King entering Paris, where, 
it is apprehended, something might happen to him. 
Wrangel has telegraphed in this sense to'the King, *and 
it is stated that as a matter o^ fact his Majesty is 
now no longer inclined to to Paris,^and iS disposed 
to await the further devclop^Upnt of affairs at Roths¬ 
child’s place* in* Ferri^ires, which 'lies about half-way 
between Meaux ^d Paris. 

Prince Hohenlohe dines at our t£d»le, where the 
Chief also joins us after returning from dinner with the 
King* We leariv that Reims will be the administrative 
centise of the French provinces occupied by our troops, 
with -the exception of Alsace and Lorraine. The Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg is Governor-General, and will be 
at the head of the administration, aild Hdhenlohe will 
talre a.position under him. ' 

The Chief remarked his cousin, who complained 
of not feeling weR; “ J[t your age ”*(Bohlen is now 


184 


THE FRENCH A MERE HERD"' 

o 


[Sept. 15,1870 

o 


thirty-ei^ht) “ I was stili as sound as a^ bell, and could 
^ke all soBts of liberties with myself. It was at StiT 
Peteraburgh ^.hat my health fii-st sprang a leak.” * •> 
Somebody thmed the conv/prsation on Paris and the 
subject of the French and tfiQ „ Alsacians. The Chief 
gav§ his view§ bn this matter very fully, addressing his 
r^piarks to me at the close, which I took to be a 
permission, or a hint,^that I should either get.his words 
or their purport into the newspapers. The Alsacirins 
and the Germans of Lorrajne, he declared, supply France 
with numbers ot capable nien, especially for the army, 
but they are not held of much account by the French, 
and seldom attain to high positions in the service of the 
o State, 'while they are Ipughed at by the Parisians, who 
make caricatures and stories out of them, just as the 
Irish *are laughed at in London. “ Other French 
provincials are treated in the same way,” added the 
Minister, “ if not quite so badly. To a certain extent, 
France is divided into two nations, the Parisians and 
the Pro\ 4 incials, and the latter are the voluntary helots 
of the former. The objeeWto be aimed at now is the 
emancipation, the liboj^ion of France from Parisian 
rulb. When a provincial feels that he Is capable of 
making a future for hinwelf he comes to Paris, and is 
there adopted «into“ and becomes one of, the ruling 
caste. It is a question whether we should, not oblige 
themPo take back the Emperor as a punishment. “ That 
‘p^^g^ill possible, as the peasants do not wish to be 
is thou^d®^^ from Paris. France is a nation of ciphers— 
by an inor^d*^* French are wealthy and elegant, 

imagine individuality, no consciousness^ as 

views. So far only as a mass. They are lik& thirty 
Kaffirs, eachVnne of “whom is in himself 
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Russians and Italians, to say r^thing of ourselves. 'It 

was an easy task t<^* recruit out of this impersonal, 
invertebrate mass a phalanx ready •to , oppress tlie 
remainder of the country^so long as it was not united.” 

After dmner wrote spveral paragraphs in accordance 
with the Chief’s? ‘instructions and exjllanations. .The 
stibjects were : The German friends of the Republic- 
men like. Jacobi, the Socialistic Democrats, and others 
holding similar views—»-will not hear of the annexation 
of French territory, beijig in ^e first place Repufjlicans, 
and only in a secondary sense, to a* certain extent, 
German. The security afforded to Germany by the 
seizure of Strassburg and Metz is detestable to them, as 
it is a bulwaa'k against the l^eppblic which the'y want* 
to see established, weakening their propaganda, and 
injuring their prospects on our side of the Rhine.* Tliey 
place their party higher than their country. They 
welcomed the opposition to Napoleon, because he was 
an opponent of their doctrines, but since he lias Taeen 
replaced by the Republic they hfwe become Frenchmen 
in sentiment and dispositi^i. Russia*has expressed a 
desii^ for a revision of the flfeat;^ entered into at? the 
result of her'defeat in the Crimean wai'. . The alterations 
proposed in certfHn points o'^.that instrument must be 
regarded as just. The Peace of Parrs ini^ludes conditions 
respecting *the Black Sea which are unfair, in view of 
the fhct that a great part of the coast belongs to Russia. 
This*mu8t, however, be cautiously expressed. 

The conjecture that the Crown Prince is of opinion 
that the Bavarians and Suabians, if^ they are not dis¬ 
posed willingly to form part of united Germany, must 
be coMpelled to do so, is correct. He is inclined to 
act on the maxiih, Dem Bien mitss. I hear that at 
Donchery, or near that tifwn, he had a long conversation 
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on the subject with the (^ancellor, who declared hiinself 
strongly aggiinst this idea. <' ^ 

» ^ SapurdUty^^ September‘17th .—-If did ‘a good deal of 
work this morning ' and afternoon from instructions 
received yesterday. Amongst'^ other things, I embodied 
in an article tSie'^following ideas, which--are very charac¬ 
teristic of the Chahcellor’s manner of thinking :— 

“ The morning edition of the National ^eitung of 
September 11th contains a paragraph entitled ‘From 
Wilhelmshohe,’ iri which^ fhe writer, after lamenting 
the considerate treatment 'of the Prisoner of Sedan, 
falls into further errors. Nemesis should have shown 
no indulgence towards„the man of December 2nd, the 
^author-of the laws of public safety, the prime mover in 
the Mexipan tragedy, and. the instigator of the present 
tterfiblg war. The victor has been ‘ far too chivalrous.’ 
That is the way in which the -matter is regarded by 
‘ public opinion,’ as endorsed apparently by the writer. 
We'^do not iri any way share those views. Public 
opinion is only too ,jnuch disposed to treat pobtical 
relations and eyents from/»the standpoint of private 
morals, and, amongst (^tl(?er things, to demand that in 
international conflicts the victor, guided by the moral 
code, should sit in judgment upon the. vanquished, and 
impose ^penaltie# not only for the transgressions of the 
latter towards himself, but also, if possible, towards 
others. Such a demand is entirely unjustifiable^ To 
advance it shows jin utter misapprehension ofw the 
nature of political aflfairs, with which the conceptions of 
punishment, reward, and^ revenge have nothing in 
common. Tb accbde to it would be to pervert the 
whole character of poliftcs. Politics must lef^ve to 
Irvine Providence and to 
ptljoiahment of princes and p 


^e Gkki of Battles the 
4 ^fples for breaches of the 
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mor^l law. The statesman neither the authority 

flor the obligation to agsume the office of jm^e. In all 
circxvnstances tSio sol^ question ho has to consider "is 
what, under the conditions given, ns to‘the advantage 
of the country, and how that ai^vantage is to be best 
secured. Ttio kintilier affections have as tittle place in 
the calculations of politics as they* have in those of 
trade. It, is not the business . of politics to seek ven¬ 
geance for what lias b«cn done, but to take precautions 
that it shkll not be done again.. * Applying* these 
principles to our case, and to our eonthict towards the 
vanquished and imprisoned Emperor of the French, we 
take the liberty to ask by what, right arc wc to punish 
him for the 2iid of X)ecember,’ the law of public ^safety, , 
and the occurrences in Mexic^, however niuch wc may 
disapprove of those acts ? Political principles <Jo fiof 
even permit ns to think of taking revenge for the 
present war, of Which he was the author. Were wc to 
entertain such an idea, then it is not alone on Napoleon 
but almost on every single Frenchman that we should 
wreak the Bltichcr-like ve^igeance mentioned by the 
National Zeitung ; for the w|fc>|c of France, with Jicr 
thirty-five million inhabitants, showed just as much 
aspproval of, and. enthusiasm* for, this war as for the 
Mexican expedition. Germany has simply Ao ask 
herself the further question. Which is more advan¬ 
tageous in the present circumstances, to tre.at Napoleon 
well «or ill ? And that, we believe, is not difficult to 
answer. Upon the same principles we also acted in 
1866. If certain of the measures taken in that year 
and certain provisions’in the Treaty o’f Prague could be 
regarded as smte of revenge 'for former affronts, and 
punishment for the offices that led to the war in 
question, the parti^ afifctcd by those measures and 
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conditions were not exanjtly those who Iji^ad deserved the 
severest punishment or had done most to excite a 
desire for vepgeance. Herr von l^eust’s^ Saxony Suffered 
no reduction of terfit 9 ry in consequence of that crisis, 
and Austria just as little.” las£ sentence, which 

appeared lifSrttlly as it now stands in the Chiefs 
instructions, was'afterwards struck out by him. He 
I'emarked with a smile, “ It is better not to mention 
names,” 

Sunday, Sepiemhcr \fith. —hlarly in the day wrote 
paragraphs for Tlerlin, Hagenau, and Keims, dealing, 
inter alia, with Favre’s declaration that “ La R^pub- 
lique c’est la paix.” It'was in the rnain to the following . 

0 effect.* During the Dst forty years France has always 
declared hersqlf in favour of peace in every form, and 
Fas invariably acted in an entirely contrary spirit. 
Twenty years ago the Empire declared peace to be its 
ideal, and now the Republic does the same. In 1829 
Legitimacy made a similar.declaration, and at the same 
time a Franco-Russicn alliance was concluded with the 
object of attacking Germany ; and the execution of 
tha?t plan was only pj^fVented by the Revolution of 
I 8 S 0 . It is a[so known that the “peaceful” adminis¬ 
tration of the “ Citizen"*‘King ” desired to seize the 
Rhine in 1840 >5 and it will be remembered that under 
the Empire France has conducted more wars than 
under any •other form of government. These facts 
show what we have to expect from M. Favre’s assur¬ 
ances respecting his Republic. Germany has one 
answer to all l^ese representetions, namely, “ La 
France c’est la guerre!” and will act in accordance 
with that conviction in demanding the cession of Metz 
and Strassburg. b ” 

The Minister joined us at iBmch to-day, at which two 
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dragoon guardsmen were also Resent. *Bot5 wore the 
h-on ' Cross. t)ne o£ them, Lieutenant Jphilip von 
Bisaiarek, was tfie Chsdhcellor’s. nephew, an official of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in times of peace. The 
Chief asked him* whether* the I^rince of Hoh'enzollern 
who was attachad to the lieutenant’^ ftgiment, was 
“•also a soldie'r, or merely a Prince ? "* The answer was 
favourably. The Minister replied : “I am glad of that. 
The fact of his having announced his election as King of 
Spain to Kis superior ^officer in acc.brdance wilh the 
regulations, impressed me iil his favour^” 

The conversation turned upon the cost of maintain¬ 
ing Napoleon at Wilhelmshbhe,. which is stated to be 
something enormous. On this* the Chief remarked : “It, 
is at t^ie Queen’s instance that JSTapolcon has been allowed 
to maintain a Court at the King’s expense, Ilis IV^aje^tj^ 
had only proposed to give him one domestic who was to 
keep watch over him. But he himself observed to me 
that women are always addicted to extravagance.” * 
Mention was made of General Querot, who \\as taken 
prisoner at Sedan, ajul who, being allowetl greater liberty 
on pledging his. word not to cssiipc, disgraced himself by 
absconding On the way to Germany. The Chief* re¬ 
marked ; “ AVhen. one catche« scoundrels of that kind 
who have broken’their word (of cours(i> I don’t blame 
those who get away without it) they ought to be strung 
up in* their red breeches with the word Paxjxire written 
on one leg, and Infdine on the otheiv In the meantime 
that must be put in its proper light in the press. The 
fellow must be shown up.” , The bafbarous manner in 
which the French were conducting the war* having been 
again referred to^ the Minister said : “If you peel the 
white hide oflf thatf sort ^ Gaul you will find a Turco 
Vindef it.” 
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A dde^ later. —V on %ickow, the W tirtem^ erg Miijister 
War, harfi been a considerable time with the Chief td^ 
d^y, and it ^is understood that the Grerman c&use is 
making excellent |)rqgres8 ^amongst the Suabians. 
Things appear to be going less .well in Bavaria, where 
the,Minister,‘Bray, seems to be as bostile to the national 
cfiuse as he well can be in the present circumstances. ' 
Monday, September \^th .—It is said to ,be certain 
that Favre will arrive here to day at noon for ohe^ 
purpose of negotiating with tliQ Chief He wiU have 
fine weather for^his business. About 10 o’clock Count 
Bismarck-Bohlen comes from the Chief We are to 


start immediately for the Chateau of Ferriferes, four or , 
o five hburs’ journey frpm here. So we p'ack up in all 
haste. c . 
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BISMARCK AND FAVRE AT HAUTE-MAISON-A FORTNIGHT 

IN Rothschild’s chateau 

• 

Jules Favre not having arrivecl up to midday on the 19th, 
of September, our party starj^ed. The Minister, how¬ 
ever, left a letter for Favre at the Mairie, and,told h 
servant to mention the fact to him in case he came. 
The Chief and fhe Councillors rode on ahead of the 
carriages, of which I had qne entirely to myself. *We 
first passed by the residence of ,the King, y^ho was 
quartered in a handsome chateau on the. Promenade, and 
between the villages of Mareu^ ^nd Montry wo m«t a 
two-horse haeknfey, in which a Prussian officer sat "itith 
three civilians. One of the latter was an elderl}' gentle¬ 
man with a grey‘ beard and a protruding under lip. 

“ That’s Favre,” I said to KrUger, the Chancery 
attendant who sat behind me. “ Where ig the Minis¬ 
ter ? ’• He was not to be seen, but hjjd probably gone op 
before us, and the long train of conveyances cut off our 
view in front. We drove on fapidly,lind after a while I 
met the Chief and Keudell riding back in the opposite 
direction. 

“ Favre has dri’fren byi Excellency,” I said. 

“ I know,” he repliedAmding, and tfotted on. 
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Next <?ay <5bunt Ha^zfeldt gave tis sonfe particj^ars 
of the meeting between the Chancellor o'f the Confmera?- 
Iiien a,nd the Parisian lawyer, no'^s^ one 'of the rmlejs of 
France. The Minister, Count Hatzfeldt and Keudell 
were half an hour '‘ahead*^ of us^^ when Hofrath 
Taglioni, wh« drove with the king’s, suitt;, told them 
that Favre had p^^3sed by. He had come by another 
route and had only reached its junction with our road 
after the Chief had ridden by. The Minister was very 
angry' at not haying been sooner informed of this.*' 
Hatzfeldt galloped after f avre, with whom he returned, 
finally meeting the Chief at Monfry. Here the attention 
of the Minister was called to the little chateau of Haute- 
^ Maison, situated on a height some ten minutes from the 
village, as a suitable place for the interview with the 
Frenchman. There "the party found two Wtirtemberg 
dragoons, one of whom was .instructed to take his 
carbine ahd mount guard before the house. They also 
met there a French peasant, who looked as if he had 
just received a good thrashing. While our people were 
asking this man, whether it,<was possible to get anything 
to pat or drink, Favre^ ^fho had gone into the house with 
the Chancellor, camC out for a moment and addressed 
his countryman in a speech full of pathos and noble 
sentiments. pisorderly attacks had been made, he 
said, which must be gtopped. He, Favre, was not a spy, 
but, on the contrary, a member of the new government 
which had undertaken to defend the interests of the 
country and which represented its dignity. In the name 
of international law and of the honour of France he 
called upon'him to keep watch, ahd to see that the place 
was held sacred. That tvas imperatively demanded by 
his, the statesman’s, honour!- as well as by that of the 
peasant, and so forth. The^jlioneSt rustic looked par- 
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ticu^arly silly as lie listened o^en-mou^ed ^ all this 
Itigh lalutin, which, he evidently understood little as if 
it were*so muchf'Greelf. Keudell remarked, “ If ^his^is 
the individual who is to preserve u^ from*a surprise, I for 
my part prefer t(3 trust to*the sentry.” 

On the same •dvehing I learnt from Mother source 
that lodgings'had been taken for* Fa^^re in the village 
near the Chateau of Ferriferes, as he desired to have a 
further conference with,the Chief. He was accompanied 
by MM. 'Kink and ^ Hell, formerly Secretaries of 
Embassy under Benedetti, ^nd Prince 'Biron. Keudell 
said, “ As the Chancellor left the room where his inter- 
’ , view with Favre had taken place, he asked the dragoon 
who was on .guard before th'e door whence he* came. 
The man replied, ‘ From §chwabisch-Hall.’ ‘ Well, 
then, you may be proud,’ he continued, ‘ of Ijavfng 
stood guard over the first negotiation for peace in this 
war.’ ” 

In the meantime the remainder of us had a long ^ait 
at Chefiy for the return of the Clvincellor, anc^ then— 
probably with his permission—drove on to ’Ferri^res, 
which* we reached in about twofliaours. On the way#we 
passed along the edge of the zone which the French had 
designedly laid waste all round Pans. Here the 
destruction was not very marked, but th@ population of 
the villages seemed to httve been in great part driven 
away by the Gardes Mobiles. 

A* length, just as it began to gro.w dark, we entered 
the village of Ferri^res, and shortly afterwards Roths¬ 
child’s estate. The King an^ the fli-st section of his 
suite took up their quarters for a consideraTole time in 
this chateau. The Minister was to lodge in the last 
three rooms on the first flqpr of the right wing, looking 
out on the meadows and|Khe park. A* large drawing- 
VOJL, 1 o 
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room oi;i the ground fl^or was selected for the bt^au, 
^nd a smaller one of the same‘-corridor as a breakfa^ 
Shd dining-r^om. Baroir Rothscliild was in Paria^ and 
only left behind him three or f 9 ur female domestics and a 
housekeeper, who gave himself great aite of importance. 

<It was already dark when the tShief arrived, and 
shortly after we ‘6at down to dinner. While we were 
still at table a message was received from Favre, asking 
when he could come to continue the negotiations. .-He 
had a conference 't^te-d-tete with the Chancellor in our 
bureau from 9.BO p.m. until after 11. On leaving he 
looked distressed, crestfallen, almost in despair—my 
diary remarks that possibly this expression was assumed 
with the object of impressing the Minister. 

In connection with the news that the King has gone 
'to Clayes in order to prevent an attack being made by 
our troo;ps, the Chief, in the course of conversation at 
dinner, said, amongst other things, that “many of our 
generals have abused the devotion of the troops in order 
to secuce victory.” u“ Possibly,” h6 added, “the hard¬ 
hearted reprobates of the ^general staff are right when 
they say that even if.liie whole five hundred thousand 
mSn whom we have now in France were to be wiped out, 
that should merely be regarded as the loss of so many 
pawns-, so long as >we ultimately won the game. It is 
very simple strategy, however, to plunge in head 
foremost in that way without counting the cost. 
Altogether, those,, who conduct the operations are 
often not worth much—armchair strategists. A plan is 
prepared in which the whole calculation is based first of 
aU upon the extraordinary qualities of both soldiers and 
regimental officers. It is these who alone have achieved 
everything. Our success is due fo the fact that our 
soldiers are physically stroimer than the French, that 
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du^, and are*more impetuous in attack. Jf MacMahon 
had commanded i^usaian • soldiers *and Alv^nslftben 
Frenchmen, the latter would have 'been defeated— 
although he is* my friend.” *“ It is no longer possible, 
as it was in the Sev'en Years’ War, to dirdbt a battle from^ 
4he saddle—the armies are too lhrg«?. There is also^ no 
genuine .co-operation and mutual assistance. Battles 
begin usually like those described by Homer. Some of 
the men dqmmence with small provocations, and go on 
taunting each other, theA they be^n to shoot ; the 
others see this and. rush forward, and so finally the 
engagement becomes general.” . “ The plan of surround¬ 
ing the enemy is the right *one, and properly ^peakii\g 
that _ was only adopted at ^edan. The . engagement of 
the 16th at Metz was quite correct, as it was i^eceksftry 
there at any cost to prevent the French from escaping. 
The sacrifice of*the guards on the 18th however was not 
necessary. It was a piece.of pure folly, occasioned by 
jealousy of the Saxons. They ovght to havq waited at 
Saint Privat until the taxons had completed their 
manoeuvre for cutting off the-^ejjemy. ” 

Keudell* and Bohlen afterwards ascribed thife un¬ 
favourable critiqism to a quarrel which the Chief had 
had with Moltke* at Reims. 

While still at table we had a specimen of the 
hospitality and.gentlemanly feeling of thp Baron, whose 
hoiiee is honoured by the presence of the K i ng, and 
whose property has, in consequence, been treated with 
every consideration. M. 4® RothSchild, the hundred¬ 
fold millionaire, who,* moreover, was’ until recently, the 
Prussian Consul-General in Paris, has declined, through 
his housekeeper, 'to let us have the wine we require, 
although I infonhed t»t functionary that it would be 
paid for, just as everything else was. When summoned 
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march better, have nmre patience and 
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before the he hado^tlie audacity to persist in his 

r|fu8al, first.denying absolutely that there was any nvint? 
in ^fche Jiouse, and afterwards admitting that there \yere 
a few hundred “"bottles of a common Bordeaux. As a 
matter of fact, there wbre some seventeen thousand 
bottlps. The Minister, however, explained the situation 
to ^im in a few shaip words, pointing out h5w niggardl)^ 
and discourteous it was of his master to requite the 
King in such manner for the honour done to him .in 
taking up his quarters there. As the fellow still seemed 
obstinate, the Chancellor ask'ed him sternly if he knew 
what a bundle of straw was. The man made no answer, 
but seemed to suspect-what it meant, as he became 
deadly 'pale. He was then informed that it was a 
contrivance on which obstinate and impudent house- 
kfeeper^, were laid face downwards—he could imagine 
the rest for himself. Next day we got everything that 
we required, and, so far as I am aware, there was no 
further cause of complaint. . 

Next ^morning the Chief came into the chamhre de 
chasse of the chateau, whichrwe occupied as our bureau. 
Turning over the game, hpyok which lay on the table, he 
poinited out the entry for the 3rd of November, 1856, 
which showed that he himself, with GAlilfet and other 
guests, had that day shot forty-two ' head of game— 
fourteen hares, one rabbit, and twenty-seven pheasants. 
He-is now engaged with Moltke and others in chasing 
a nobler quarry—the bear to which he referred at 
Grand Pr^. 

At 11 o’clock the Chief, had his third meeting with 
Favre, after which’followed a conference with the King, 
at which Moltke and Rooh were also present. 

In the evening I was called to theKDhief, who had not 
appeared at table, and who, it Was understood, did not 
Jfeel quite welL A narrow stone winding stairs, which 
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was^stinguistied with the titles, “ Escalier par^iculier cle 

Ic Baron,” led to *a very elegantly furmshed root©, 
whtwe'I found the Chancellor* sitting on t^e sofa.in *hl8 
dressing gown. 

Wednesday'Septexfiher 21s^.—As the Chief had re¬ 
covered from hi^ indisposition,'we had plenty to do, and 
ttiough most of it cannot be made public, I am now ,at 
liberty to quote the following passage from my diary ;— 
• “ The imperial emi^rant^s in London have established 
an organ, Situation, to r^resent^tdieir interests. Its 
contents are to be reproduced in the newspapers we have 
founded in the ea.sterndistricts of France, but the sources 
are to be so indicated as not *to identify us with the 
views therein expressed : ^.e., it ijQust be understood tha1> 
we are not endeavouring to promote thp‘restoration of 
the Emperor. Our object is merely to maintain the 
sense of insecurity ahd discord between the various 
French parties, which are all equally hostile to us. The 
retention of the imperial? symbols and formulas in 
despatches will prove of service to. this respjjat ; other¬ 
wise Napoleon or a RepuHlic is a matter of indifference 
to us. We merely desire to n'Mltse the existing chatos in 
France. Th*e future of that country docs not concern 
us. It is the busmess of theErench themselves to shape 
it as best they can. It is only of ifnportance tons in so 
far as it affects our own interests, the furtherance of 
which must be‘the guiding principle in p)olitic^ gene- 
ralljf.” Under instructions from the Chief I telegraphed 
in the above sense to the principal officials at Nancy and 
Hagenau. 

At tea some further particulars were given of the 
last conference between the Chancellor and Jules Favre. 
Favre was, it seenM, infiymed that we could not com¬ 
municate to him the ex«t conditions of peace until they 
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had been pettled at a conference of the German Po'^rs 
eiigaged in the war. No arrangement could be com© to, 
hdwevOT, withQut^a cession*of territory, as it was "abso¬ 
lutely esseijtial to us to have a better frontier as security 
against French attack. Phe conference turned less upon 
peacaand its conditions than on the nature of French 
concessions, in consideration of which we might agree tcf 
an armistice. On the jmention of a cession of-territory 
Favre became terribly excited, drew a deep sigh, raised 
his eyes to heaven, and ev^n shed some patriotic tears. 
The Chief does not expect that he will return. Doubt¬ 
less an answer in this sense has been forwarded to the 
Crowm Prince, who telegraphed this morning to ask 
whether he should attend the negotiations. 

'PiursdaySeptember 2.2nd, evening .—The French 
are indefatigable in denouncing us to the world as cruel 
and destructive barbarians ; and the English press— 
particularly the Standard, which is notoriously hostile 
to us—willingly lends them its assistance. The grossest 
calumnies* respecting our conduct towards the French 
population and the prisoners ^n our hands are circulated 
almobt daily by that no-w^fpaper, and always purport to 
come either from eye-witnesses or other well-informed 
sources. Thus, for instafice, the Due de FitzJames 
recently'’drew a horrible picture of the abominations of 
which we had been guilty in* Bazeilles, adding the 
assUrahee thtet he exaggerated nothing; and a M. L., 
who represents himself to be a French officer whorh we 
had captured at Sedan and subjected to ill-treatment, 
complains in a lamentable tone of Prussian inhumanity. 
Bemstorff sent the article in question to the Chief, with 
the suggestion that the charges should be refuted. ^ The 
complaint of M. L. might, perhaps, be left to answer 
itself, but that of the Duke is vtalculated to affect even 
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those across Channel who ar^ di8po8e(? in ^ur favour. ^ 
Be8i(^^8, impudent calumny is always apt to leaVe some 
tracer behind it. A reTutal of Jthese shameful slanders Ja* 
accordingly being despatched to-day to certain London 
newspapers that are friendly to As.' As the greater part 
of this comAiunictrtioh was dictated by, the Chief, it is 
worthy of special attention. • • 

“In t^is war, as in every other, a great number of 
villages have been burned down, mostly by artillery fire, 
German as'^vell as French. ’ In these»cases womtfn and 
children who had sought refuge in tho cellars and had 
not escaped in time, losj their lives in the flames. That 
was also the case in Bazeilles, wjiich was several times 
stormed by our infantry. Tht? Due de FitzJames ka only 
an eye-witness so far as the ruins of the village are oon- 
cerned, which he saw after the battle, just as thovxsand# 
more saw and regretted its fate. All the rest of his 
report is baaed on the stories of the unfortunate and 
exasperated villagers. In a country where even‘the 
Government has developed an unexampled talent for 
systematic lying, it is not* to be expected that angry 
peasants, standing on the ruic^ of their homes, would 
bear truthful uvitness against their enemies. It is estab¬ 
lished by official ];'eports that the inhabitants of Bazeilles, 
not in uniform bdt in their blouses and shirt-sleeves, 
fired out of their windows at our troops and wounded 
soldiers, and that they killed whole batches of the^ latter 
in their houses. It has been likewise proved that women 
armed with knives and guns were guilty of the greatest 
cruelty towards the fatally wounded, and that other 
women, certainly not *in the uniform of the National 
Guard^, took part in the fight*with the male inhabitants, 
loading their rifles'and even firing themselves, and that, 
like the other comIfatan1ji|, some of them were in these 
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^ircumstaucea wounded ,<Dr killed, ifaturalfy tliese^ pax- 
ticulara wqpe not communicated to tlie Due de Fit^- 
Jafmes, by bis informant. They would have fully excused 
the burning of the village even if it had been done inten- 
tion^y with the object &f forcing the enemy out of that 
position, Bu? there is no evidence of imy such intention. 
That women and children were driven back into the fire 
is one of those infamous lies with which tlje French 
terrorise the population, and incHe their hatred against 
us. In this way 'they cause the peasants to fly on our 
approach. The latter return, however, as a rule, a few 
days after the entrance of the Germans, and are as¬ 
tounded to find that they are better treated by them than 

,by the'-French troops. When this sort of terrorism is 
not’ suflheient to force ^he inhabitants to flight, the 
Got'ernment sends a mob of armed civilians, sometimes 
supported by African troops, to drive the peasants from 
their homes at the point of the sword, and to burn down 
theif houses as a punishment for their want of patriotism. 
The letter of “an in? prisoned ofiicer ” {Bouillon, Sep¬ 
tember 9tli) also contains more falsehood than truth. 
With respect to the tre^tnent of the prisoners,Germany 
can'call 150,000 better witnesses than this anonymous 
and mendacious officer, whose whole communication is 
merely an expression of the vindictive^ disposition which 
will for a long time to come inspire the vain and arro¬ 
gant element^ of the French people, by whom, unfortu¬ 
nately, that country^ allows itself to be ruled and led. 
From this spirit of revenge arises the certainty of further 
attacks on the part‘of France, for which Germany must 
be prep8ired.“ We'axe thus unquestionably compelled to 
think solely of the security of our frontier in conqluding 
peace. It is true, as stated in the letteV of this imprisoned 
officer, M. L,, that there waalTa scarcity of provisions 
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after the surrender of Sedan, noJ> only for the prisoners,' 
hht fJiio for the victors, ‘who shared with them what the^i 
had. •• When their own stock was exhausted.thc prisoners 
also had to do without. I^.'s complaint that he hod been 
obliged to bivouat in th§ rain and mud furnishes the Jiest 
evidence tha\; he is* no officer, and has nett even followed 
the campaign* up to that point. ’ He is some hireling 
scribe who.has never left his own, room, and one must 
therefore assume that the man’s whole story of his im- 
^prisonment’is'an invention ; had h^*been an officer in 
the field, he would have known that mos*t of his comrades 
(that is certainly the case with the Germans) have spent 
at least thirty nights out of the ^orty or so that have 
elapsed since, the beginning of ^.he war under similar 1 
conditions. When it rained in the night* they had to 
lie in the rain, and when the ground was muddy 
they had to lie in the mud. Only one who had 
not followed the campaign could have any doubt 
or manifest any surprise on that score. That m! L. 
prides himself on having retained his leatjiar purse 
is the clearest proof that h^ was not plundered. There 
can difardly be a single soldiei'^ who, if he happen>» to 
have money,*does not carry it just as M, L. carried liis, 
and in just such a .^urse ; so that if our men had wanted 
his money, they must have known Very well where to 
find it. The few Germaiis who fell into French hands 
can tell how quickly their opponents could open a 
prisoner’s tunic, and if his purse was a little too firmly 
fastened on, hack it ofi* with their sabres or a knife, 
without paying too much regard to his ^ skin. We 
declare t,^e assertions respecting the ill-treatment of 
prisoners at Sedan to be wilful and audacious lies. A 
great number of tlie French prisoners, perhaps one- 
fourth, were in a state m bestial drunkenness, having 
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uiing the last few hoitu^ before the capitulation plun¬ 
dered the -v^ine and brandy stores in the town. '^It ft 
(A^ous that it is not so easy to rnanage men in a state 
of drunkenness" as whyn they are sober, but such ill- 
treatment as the article describes occurred neither at 
Sed^n nor elsewhere, owing to the'>di8ci|>line which 
prevails amongst the Prussian troops. It is well known 
that this discipline has won the admiration of the 
French officers themselves. Unifortunately one canaot 
speak as highly of’*the French soldiers in this respect as 
with regard to their gallahtry in action. The French 
officers have on several occasions- been unable to prevent 
their men from murdering severely wounded soldiers, 
even when individual officers of high rank endeavoured 
at the risk of their owm lives to defend the wounded, 
and that was not merely the case with African regi¬ 
ments. It is known that the' German prisoners who 
were taken into Metz were spat upon and struck with 
sticks and stones on their way through the streets, and 
on their release had to run the gauntlet of a double line 
of African soldies's, who beat’them with canes and whips. 
We'<can prove these fa«t5 by official records, which have 
more claim to, credence than the anonyffious letter of 
M. L. But are such things to be wondered at when 
the newspapers of a city like Paris, w^ich now implores 
considerate treatment on the hypocritical plea of civili¬ 
sation, can - propose, without ebciting the slightest 
protest, that when the French troops are unable t6 teuke 
our wounded with them they should split their heads 
open ; and further, that the Germans should be used like 
dead wolves to manure their fields 1 The letter bar¬ 
barism of the French nation, covered with a thin,veneer 
of culture, has been fully disclosed in this war. French 
i&soleuoe form^ly said, ‘ GiVttez le Russe et vous 
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trouve^z le baii>are.’ Wlioevtt is la a position to 
compare the coiaduct pT the Russians towards their 
enemies m the Crimean War wRh that of the French in 

m ^ 

the present campaign, can i^ve n<j doubt that this state¬ 
ment recoils ypon ite authors.” ^ • 

When he h?^ finished, the Minister added : “ Write 
to ’Bemstorff that I decline in future to notice anyv 
'suggestion for entering into a controversy with English 
liewspapers. , The Ambassador must ^act on hi^ own 
responsibility.*’ 

Just as we sat down to table, one of the Court officials 
announced that the Cro'^m Prince proposed to come to 
dinner and to stay for the nigh^. The Prince’s secretary 
at the time asked that the bureau, and the large salon 
next the Chancellor’s room should be prepared for t^e^ 
five gentlemen who accompanied his Royal Highness. 
The Chief replied, “We‘cannot give up the bpreau, as 
we want it for our work.” He then placed his dressing 
room at their disposal, and further proposed that 
either Blumenthal or Eulenburg Should sle^* in his 
bedroom. He required the salon for tile reception of 
the PYench negotiators and any l^iances who might itell 
upon him. The Court ofiicial went off, .pulling a long 
face, and was impe'i;;tinent enough to make some remarks 
in the corridor about “ discourtesy ” and So forth. 

Covmt Lehndorff dined’ with us, and the conversation 
was very lively, ^ome allusion having been made to 
Fredenck the Great’s statue in Unter'den Linden, which 
had been decorated with black, red and yellow flags, the 
Minister condemned Wiyanb for allowing this controversy 
to be stirred up. “ This stupid,quarrel about the colours 
should not have bee^ reopened, and it once more proves 
Wurmb’s incapacity, Fc^ me the question is settled 
and done with since the Worth German flag has been 
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adopted, Otherwise this battle of colpurs is a matter 
of indiifeinice to me. As far”^ I aip concernea they 
rnay 'be grefin/ yellow,, and all the colours of *a •fancy 
dress balh or they can take t^ banner of Mecldenburg- 
Stralitz, Oi^ly the Prussian soldier will have nothing 
to do with the black, ^red, and yellow: ’ 

• The Chief then spoke of the peace, which he still 
considered remote, .adding : “If they (the Fifenciu 
Government) go to Orleans, we'shall follow them tBer^ 
and further—right downTT,to the sea shore.” He read 
out some telegrams, including one giving a list of the 
troops in Paris. “There are supposed to be 180,000 men 
in all^but there are h^djy 60,000 real soldiers amongst- 
them. The mobile arvi national guards with their snuff¬ 
boxes (a reference to their obsolete weapons) are not to 
lie reckoned as soldiers.” 

I asl^ed if I should telegraph ahoiit the report of 
artillery and rifle-fire in the streets of Paris, which 
people fancied tliey had heard. He said I was to do so. 

“ But nojb yet, I shppose, about the negotiations with 
Favre?” “YeS,” he replied, and then went on as 
folh»w8 : “ First at Hauke-Maison, near Mon try, thcti the 
same evening at Ferriferes, and next day a third conver¬ 
sation, but without efiect, os regards/the armistice and 
the pe&ce. Other French parties have also entered into 
negotiations with us,” he said, and gave some indications 
from "which *1 gathered that he referred to the Einpress 
Eugenie. " * 

Something else led him to speak of his skill in 
shooting, ^e said that as a ypung man he could hit 
a sheet of paper with a^ pistol at a hundred yards, and 
had shot off the heads of ducks in the pond. • 

He then mentioned that he had__ again complained to 
Treakow of the “ short comuL bns at the Koyal table,” at 
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which Treskc^ pulled a long £ 3 , 06 . “ Sut *if I am to I 

w#rk 1 *iell I muslf have ejifl&cient food. I cannot* make a 
proper peace if It do fiot get jtfhough tq eat and drinkr* 
That’s a necessity of my trade, and 4;herefore I prefer to 
dine at home.” • • 

The conv^rBati(jii the’n turned on the dofed langu^es 
—I cannot ncfw say, how. “ When i was in the first 
class.at the high school,” he said, “I was able to write 
*alid,speak Latin very \yelL I should now find it ex- 
ftemely difl&eult ; and I have' quite foj^otten Greftk. I 
cannot understand why’ peoffle take so much trouble 
with these languages. It must be merely because learned 
men do not wish to lessen the va^qe of what they have 
themselves so laboriously ac(^ired.” I ventured to 
remind him of the mental discipline thus provided. The 
Chief replied, “Yes; but if you think Greek is a cZ/s-* 
ciplina mentis, the Russian language is far better in 
that respect. It ihight be introduced instead of Greek 
—and it has immediate practical value in addition.” • 

We then spoke of the way im '^hich the Schleswig- 
Holstein question was treated by the 'RundesPag in the 
fifties • Count Bismarck-Bohlei^ ^who had come in in 
the meantime,*remarked that thoso debates must nave 
been dull enough to send every one to’sleep. “Yes,” 
said the Chief, “in Frankfurt thny slept ovgr the 
negotiations with their eyes open. -Altogether it was a 
sleepy .and insipid crowd, and things only becamq en¬ 
durable after I had added the pepper.’’ He then told us a 
delightful story about Count Rechberg, who was at that 
time Austrian Minister to the Bun(hestag. “ On one 
occasion he said sometlfing to me which I was obliged 
to answer very roughly. He replied that unless I with¬ 
drew my words it \^ould be a case of going out on to 
the Bockenheimer Ehdde (^^lace where it •was customary 
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to settl^ affa^ of honoiir), ‘ I iiever ^withdraw my 
words,” sajid I, carelessly, ‘bo we must settle it^n tiiat ' 
3way^ and it qpcurs to me thaff the garden doym stairs 
would be a ‘‘very c suitable place. But in order that 
people ihay not think' that I represent my King pistol 
inltiandjwitbovit further cerembby I shall wcite down here 
the'cause of ouTr quarrel. After you have read it over 
you will sign it, and thus testify to its correctness. In 
the meantime there is one of our officers lodging h(n*6^ 
who'^will oblige y"c>u can choose one of your ovwi 

officers.' I rang the beK> and^sent word to the officer, 
requesting him to call upon me ; and then went on 
writing while Kechb^rg strode up and down the room— 
andgluck, gluck, gluck '(here the Minister mimicked the 
act of drinking) he swallowed one glass of water after 
another. Of course not because he was afraid, but 
because he was considering whether he ought not first 
to ask' permission of his Government. I quietly 
continued to write. The officer came and said he would 
gladly oblige me. ^ I begged him to wait a moment. 
On my return Rechberg yaid he would think over the 
matter until mornin^,^.to which I agreed. As I did not 
hear from him next day, however, I sent the Mecklen¬ 
burg Minister, old Oert^en, to deliver a formal challenge. 
Oertsjen was told Re was not at home. He went again 
next day, but Rechberg was still not to be seen. He 
had, evidently written to Vienna and ^as waiting for an 
answer. At length Oertzen came to me after, having 
spoken to him. Rechberg was prepared to withdraw 
what he had said and offer an apology, either in writing 
or verbaRy, just as I Liked. He woxdd also come to me 
if I wished. I went to his place, howevdr, and the 
aflEair was settled.” ^ 

I asked him then about ( the celebrated story of the 
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cigaxs. “ IrWiich So you mean ? ” “ "'^hiy,*about tbM 

oigar** which y(5u lit, Jjxcellency, when Il€\pht>erg wag 
smoking in your pre^nce.” •“ Thun, you mean.. yte, 
that was very simple. I went to “him ^hile he was at 
work, and he was smokiilg. He begged me' to excuse 
him for a tnomejit. * I' waited a while find finding it 
gather slow, ds he did not offer mfe a cigar, I took one pf 
my. own and asked him for a light—which he gave me 
"with rather a surprised,look. But I have another story 
•of the samQ kind. At the sitting^ of the Military 
Commission, when Rochov/’represented Prussia at the 
Bundestag, Austria w.as the only one who smoked. 
Rochow, who was passionately, addicted to smoking, 
would gladly have done the same, but had not sufficient, 
confidence. When I came I^also felt a longing fdr a 
cigar, and as I could not see why I should deny^myself 
I begged the presiding power to give me a light, 
apparently much to his and the other gentlemen’s 
astonishment and displeasure. It wa^ evidently an 
event for them all. For the tim§ being only Austria 
and Prussia smoked. Bu'^ the remaining "gentlemen 
obviously considered the matte* gf so much impor^uace 
that they wrote home for instructfons as to how They 
were to act in th§ circumstanoes. The authorities were 
in no hurry. Th^ affair was one that (Remanded careful 
consideration, and for nearly six months the two great 
Powe;^ smoked •alone. Then Schrenkh, the Baweuaan 
Minister, began to assert the digijity of his office by 
lighting his weed. Nostitz, the Saxon, had certainly a 
great desire to do the same, but hafd probably not yet 
received the permi88i6n of his Minister.' On seeing 
]^thmer| of Hanover, however, allow himself that 
liberty, Nostitz, wfio was strongly Austrian in his sym¬ 
pathies, having sonh in ^e Austrian army, miist have 
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'«eoine to an un5erstandip^ with Rechherg, ■s^th the result 
that he ‘to(j at the next sitting p,ulled oht his cigar ca«e 
at4 puffed away with the rest.‘ Only the representa¬ 
tives of Wlirtemberg and Darmstadt now remained, and 
the^ were non-smokerS. TMe honour and dignity of 
their States, ^lowever, imperiously dcTnandcd that they 
should follow suit, and so as a mattef of fact the 
Wtirtemberger pulled out a cigar at the next sitting— 
I can still see it in my mind’s ^ye, a long, thin, yejlo’^ 
thing'of the colour of rye straw—and smpked at least 
half of it as a blirnt-offerihg on the altar of patriotism. 
Hesse-Darmstadt was the only one who finally refrained 
—probably conscious that he was not strong enough to 
enteifinto rivalry with the others.”^ 

* Friday, ^September 2 Srd .—Beautiful w^eather this 
‘mbrni^ng. I took a walk in the park before the Chief 
got up. On my return I met JELeudell, who called out 
“ War 1 'A letter from Favre rejectilig our demands. 
Thfe Chief has given instructions to communicate the 
letter to the press wjth certain comments, hinting that 
the preseht occppant of Wilhelmshohe is after all not so 
bad and might be of u^ to us.” 

•^The conversatioil afterwards turned on Pomeranian 
affairs, and the' Chief spake amongst other things of the 
great estate of ^chmoldin. The forfrier proprietor had 
become bankrupt through treating the people on the 
estate—mostly Slav fishermen and jailors—wffh too 
much consideration. The place, which consisted of 
about 8,000 acres of arable land, and 12,000 to 16,000 
acres of forest and downs, worth at least 200,000 
thalers, wsLs putchaaed by thfb Royal Treasury for 
80,000 thalers. The change of proprietors had not 

1 The Wurtemberger waa Von Rembitrd, and the Darmstedter Von 
Moaoh-Bellinghsoato, both determinu oppeuVnta of Prussia. 
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benefited th8 tenants, as there .was no question ot tor* 
bearai^ce or abdtementp. Many of them ^ave fallei^ 
into .a state of pauperism, and.instead of being prqvidfed 
for by the Royal Treasury, they have btfcome a burden 
on the local authorities. That Is not as it ought to be. 
It was belie^fed that *Ob*stfelder was to» Marne for ,this 
hard and unfair treatment. 

Saturday, September 24,th .—The Minister spoke at 
dinper about the ostentatious decorations of the great 
diall of the eli4teau, which he had now* seen for tfie first 
time. Amongst other things it contains a throne or 
table which some French marshal or general inadver¬ 
tently packed up with his baggage somewhere in China, 

or Cochin China, and afterwards sold to our Baron. The , 

• # 

Chiefs verdict was :—“ All extremely costly, but hot 
particularly beautiful, and still less comfortable*’ 
then continued :—“ A "ready-made property like this 
would not give me any genuine satisfaction.* It was 
made by others, and not by myself. True, there* are 
many things in it really beautiful,i but one mjsses the 
pleasure of creating and altering. It. is also quite a 
different thing when I have to myself if I can afford 
to spend five or ten thousand thalers on this or mat 
improvement, and, when there is no need to think about 
the cost. In the dnd it must become turesome to have 
always enough and moredihan enough.” 

In, an article* written this evening we. returned to 
our geod friends the French Ultramyntanes, who are as 
active in war as they had been in peace in opposing the 
German cause, inciting people againsi? us, circulating lies 
about us in the newspapers, and dven leading the 
peasants to take up arms against our troops, as at 
Beaumont and BazelUes. 

Sunday, SepteiAber —At table we somehow 
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to discuss^the Jew§. “ They have no^real home,” 
|aid the* C]iief. They are int^irnatiorlhl—European*, 
coftptopolitans, tiomads. . Their ^ fatherland is. ^ion, 
Jerusalem. t)therwiae they are citizens of the whole 
world, an'd hold together Everywhere. There are 
amopgst thefti. some good, fioriest- people, as for 
iristance one at 'ourf own place in Pomerania, wh^ 
traded in hides and such things. Business cannot h^ve 
prospered with him, as he became bankrupt. ' 

begged* of me not, to press my claim, and promised* 
that he would pay by inEfcalments, when he could. 
Yielding to my old habit, I agreed, and he actually 
paid off the debt. I, received instalments from him 
^ while I was still in Ftankfurt as Minister to the 
Bundestag, and I believe that if I lost anything at all, 

J ifiust,have lost less than his other creditors. Certainly 
not many such Jews are to be. met with in our large 
towns. They have also their own special virtues. They 
are bredited with respect for their parents, faithfulness 
in marriage, and benevolence.” 

Mondd^y, September 2(<th. —In the morning wrote 
various paragraphs for^^he press on the following theme: 
It i% urged that we cannot be allowed to bombard Paris, 
with its numerous museums, beautiful public buildings 
and monuments ; that to do so would: be a crime against 
civilisation. But why not ? Paris is a fortress, and if 
it has been ^ed with treasures of art, if it possesses 
magnificent palaces and other beautiful structures, that 
does not alter this character. A fortress is an instrument 
for warlike operations which must be rendered powerless 
without regard to whatever else may be bound up with 
it. If the French wanted to preserve their monuments 
and collections of books and picturfes from the dangers 
of war they should not ha^ surroimded them with 
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fortifications. liesides, the f'regMjh themselves did not 
hSsitaOe for a rqpment -to bombard Rome, jvhich con-^ 
tained monuments of ias greater, value, destructiSh 
of which would be an irretrievable* loss. ' Also sent off 
an article on tlfe bellicose tendencies of the French 
Radicals previous to the declaration of wAr,*for use in our 
newspapers in Alsace. 

At dinner, as we were discussing military matters, 
the»Chief declared, inter alia, that the uhlans were the 
hest cavalry. The lapee gave tho'men grea{ self- 

confidence. It was urged tnat it was*a hindrance in 
getting through underwood, but that was a mistake. 
On the contrary, the lance was useful in moving aside 
the branches. He knew that. from experience, as, , 
although he first served in the. rifles, ho was afterwards 
in the Landwehr cavalry. The abolition of th% laricd 
in the entire mounted tandwehr was a blunder. The 
curved sabre was not much use, particularly as it was 
often blunt. The straight thrusting sword was much 
more practical. 

After dinner a letter v^s receivetl.from Favre, in 
which'he requested, first, that notice should be given of 
the commencetnent of the bombardment of Paris, in order 
that the diplomatic corps might remove ; and, second, 
that the city should be permitted to semain in com¬ 
munication with the outer world by letter. Abeken 
said, as he brought the letter down from, the GhieFs 
room,‘that the answer would be sent,by way of Brussels. 

“ But then the letter will arrive late or not at all, and 
be returned to us,” observed Keudell. “ Well, that 
does not matter,” answered Abeken. From the further 
conver^tion it appears that the answer agrees to the 
French proposals under certain conditions. 

In the evening F was ^gain called to the Chief on 
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Several occasions to tak«^ instructions. Amongst other 
4;hing8, ■ I *a8certained that, while « Favre’s >3tepoft 
respecting hig interview^i Vith the Chancellor shows, it 
is true, a ^esire*to give a faithfpl account of what passed, 
it i^not quite accurate”, which is not Surprising in the 
, circumstances, Especially as there ’ were three different 
njeetings.” In his statement the question o^ an armistice 
occupies a secondary. position, whereas, in fact, it -was 
the chief point. Favre was prepared to pay a con¬ 
siderable cash indemnity. In the matter of a truce two 
alternatives were discussed. First, the surrender to us 
of a portion of the fortifications of Paris, namely, at a 
point which would give us the command of the city, we 
o on our part to allow fr^e communication vdth the outer 
world. The* second was that we should forego that 
condition, but that Strassburg and Toul should be sur¬ 
rendered to us. We put for^vard the latter demand 
because the retention of these towns in the hands of 
the French increases our difiiculties of commissariat 
transport. The Chancellor stated that with respect to 
a cession of territory, he could only disclose its extent 
andi^rontiers when oun demand had been accepted in 
principle. On .Favre requesting to have at least an 
indication of what we proposed in this respect, he was 
informed that for ohr security in the future we required 
Strassburg, “ the key of our house,” the departments of 
the Upper and Lower Rhine, Metz, and a portion of the 
Moselle department* The object of the armistice was 
to submit the question of peace to a National Assembly 
to be summoned for the purpose. 

Ageiin called to the Chief. “ The Kling wishes to 
see some of the newspapers, and he desires to h^ve the 
most important passages m^ked. I have proposed 
Braes to him, and when the ipers come, put that one 
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(the Nordc^utsche Allgemeiri^ Zeitung) always aaido 
f^r hiln.” He ^ded, smiling, “ Just mark eome place* 
for the!* sake of appearances, It .does net piuch matter 
what, and send me up th^ paper.”' 

At tea we h^ar a great piece of news :—the It^ians 
have occupied Rome, the Pope and the diplomatists^ 
pemaining in the Vatican. ^ * , 

•Tuesduy, September '2i7th. —Bolsing, on the Chiefs 
^instructions, shows me the answer to Favre’s letter, 
which the Minister has. rewritten in ^ shorter anS more 
positive form. It says, 1. It is not usual in war to 
announce the commencement of an attack ; 2. A 

besieged fortress does not lyipear to be a suitable 
residence foe diplomatists ; oppn letters containing - 
nothing objectionable will b« allowed to- pass. ll is 
hoped that the corps diplomatique wall agree with this 
view of the matter. They can go to Tours, whither it 
would appear the French Government also intends to 
remove. The answer is written in German, a course 
already begun hy Bemstorff, but which was carried out 
more consistently by Bisinarck. “ Formerly,” said 
Bolsing, “ most of the Secretaries* in the Foreign (^ce 
belonged to the French colony, of which Roland and 
Delacroix still remain. Almost all the Councillors also 
wrote in that language. Even the register of the 
despatches was kept in ’French, and the Ambassadors 
usually reported In that language,” Now the speech of 
the ‘‘•vile Gaul,” as Count Bohlen -calls the French, is 
only used in exceptional cases, that is, in commimicating 
with Governments and Ambassadors to whom we cannot 
write or reply in their mother tongue, fhe registers 
have fqr years past J)een kept in German. 

The Chief has been at work since 8 o’clock in the 
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orning—imtisaally eafjy for Mm. He Ms agam been 
loanable to sleep. * o ^ * 

•Prince R^dmwill aijd’Knobefsdorff, of the "gQiieral 
staff, joined U8*at didner. In^ speaking of that part of 
Fav^e’s report in which he says that he wept, the 
^ Minister thin^cs* he can only have' pretended to do so. 
‘i It is true,” he said, that he looked as if he had do»e 
so, and I tried to some extent to console him. Om ^ 
observing him more closely, diowever, I felt quite 
certain that he had not succeeded in squeezing out a 
single tear. It was all merely a piece of acting on his 
part. He thought to work upon me in the same manner 
as a Parisian lawyer tries to move a jury. I am 
perfectly convinced tljat he vras painted .at Ferriferes— 
particidarly at; the second interview. That morning he 
looked much greyer and quite green under the eyes—I 
am prepared to bet that it was paint—grey and green, 
to give himself an appearance of deep suffering. It is, 
of course, possible that he was deeply affected ; but then 
he can he no politioiian or ho would know that pity has 
nothing to do with politics.” After a while the 
Mi nister added : “ When I hinted something about 

StrMsbirrg and, Metz, he assumed a look as if he thought 
I was jesting. I could’- have given* him the answer 
which" the great lur dealer of Unler den Linden in 
Berlin once gave me. I went there to choose a fur coat. 


and on his naming a very high price for one to which I 
had taken a fancy, I said, ‘ Surely you are joking.’ 
‘ No,’ he replied, ‘ I never make jokes in business.’ ” 

The conversation then turned upon the occupation 
of Rome and the Pope’s position in the Vatican, on 
which point the Chief said, amongst other things : " He 
must remain a Sovereign. The only question is, how ? 
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It would be possible to do mpre for him if the Ultrd* 
AontAues were pot so much opposed to us pverywher^ 
I ara rfbcustomed to pay people .back ii> their own cdln. 
I shotdd like to know hqw our ITarry (Von Arnim, the 
North German Ambass^or to ^he Holy See) now feels. 
Probably, like bis reports, his feelings* change three 
times within the twenty-four hclurs.* He is really 
distinguished an Ambassador for such a small Sovereign. 
The Pope, however, is not merely the ruler of the Papal 
States, he is*also the head of the Catfllolic Church.” 

After dinner, just as we had finished our coffee, the 
American general, Burnside, who had called whilst we 
were at table, presented himself* again, accompanied by 
an elderly gentleman who wore cl^ red woollen shirf and a, 
paper, collar. The general, a rather, tall, portly 
gentleman, with thick, bushy eyebrows, andean ex¬ 
ceptionally fine set of bfeautifully white teeth and close- 
cut, mutton-chop whiskers, might pass for an elderly 
Prussian major in plain clothes. The Chief sat with 
him on the sofa, and had a lively conversation in 
English over a couple of passes of kuwchwasser, which 
were ’afterwards replenished. iPrince Radziwill, in the 
meantime, ha'd a talk with the general’s, companion;'' 

After the Minister had observed to his visitor that he 
had come rather late to see the figlftiug, he went on to 
say that in July we had *not the least desire for war, and 
that when we w^e surprised by the declaration of hos¬ 
tilities, no one, neither the King nor the people, had 
thought of any conquests. Our army was an excellent 
one for a war of defence, but it woulS be difficult to use 
it for Bcjiemes of aggrandisement, because with us the 
army .waa the people itself, which did not lust after 
glory, as it required and wished for peace. But for that 
very reason both popula^ sentiment and the press now 
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Viemanded a better frontier. For the sake ' 6 f the main- 
^nance of .peace we must secure oxirselves incfutm^ 
against attack fBom a v^irrglorious and covetous tiation, 
and that securify could only b§ found in a better defen¬ 
sive position than we had hitherto had. ' Burnside seemed 
inclined to agree, and he praised'-very highly our 
e:^cellent organisation and the gallantry of our troops. ' * 
Wednesday, September 2,8th .—The general convesraa-^ 
tion at dinner gradually adopted a more serious tone. ^ 
The Cbancellor begun by complaining that Voigts-Rhetz 
in his report had not said a single word about the 
gallant charge of the two regiments of dragoon guards 
at Mars la Tour, which nevertheless he himself had 
^ ordered, and which h^d saved the 10th .j\jmy Corps. 

“ It was necessary—I grant that; but then it ^ught 
hot to have been passed over in silence.” 

The Minister then began a lengthy speech, which 
ultimately assumed the character of a dialogue between 
himself and Katt. Pointing to a spot of grease on the 
tablecloth, the Chief Sremarked : “ Just in the same way 
as that spot spreads and spreads, so the feeling that it is 
beautiful to die for onci’shcountry and honour, even with¬ 
out recognition, sinks deeper into the skin of the people 
now that it has been bathed in blood—it spreads wider 

and wider.. Ybs, yes, the non-commissioned officer 

has the same views and the s&me sense of duty as the 
lieutejsant aaid the colonel—with us Germans. - That 
feeling in general goes very deep through all ciasses 

of the nation. The French are a mass that can 

easily be brought under one influence, and then they 
produce a great effect. Amongst our people eyerybody 
has his o’wm opinion. But when once a lairge pnmber 
of Germans come to hold the same opinion, great things 
can be done with them. K t^ ey were aU agreed they 
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would be all-powerful. • . . ; French have not tha^ 

sSnse duty wVich enubles a man to allo^fl^ himself tc^ 
be skotf dead alone in the darli.. And rtia^ comes £r??m’ 
the remnant of faith whijh still abides in our,people; it 
comes from the knowledge that there is Someone^here 
Who sees me even*if*my lieutenant doe^ not see me-” 

• * “ Do you believe that the scJldie’rs reflect on suoh 
Jhings, Excellency ? ” asked FUrstenstein. 

‘ Reflect ?’ no. It is a feeling—a frame of mijjd ; an 
mstinct, if you like. When once tbtey reflect they lose 
that feeling; they argue themselves out of it. ... . I 
cannot conceive how men can live together in an orderly 
manner, how one can do his duty and allow others to do 
theirs without faith in a revealed religion, in God, Who* 
wills what is right, in a higher Judge, -and a future 
life.” 

The Grand Duke of Weimar was announced. But the 
IS'linister continued, it might well be for a quarter of 
an hour longer, at times suddenly departing from his 
proper theme, and frequently repeating the sajne idea in 
other words : “ If I were n5 longer a CHiristian I would 
not «erve the King another hcmjft ^ 

“ If I did hot put my trust in 6od Lshould certainly 
place none in any earthly maflters. Why, I had quite 
enough to live on, and had a sufficfently distinguished 
position. Why should I labour and toil unceasingly 
in this world, atfd expose myself to worry end vexation 
if I did not feel that I must do my duty towards God ? ^ 

• Compare this passage with the speech del^ered by Bismarck in the 
United Diet on the 16th of dime, 1847- On that occasion he said, “ Ism 
of opinion that the conception of the Christian state is as old as the so- 
call^ Efoly Roman Empire, as old as all the Euroi>ean States, and that it 
is exactly the ground in which those States have struck deep roots ; and 
further, that each State that wialw to secure its owi^ permanence, or even 
if it mmrely deedrea to prove ita iftht to e x iste n ce, must act upon religioas 
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did not believe in*>§ Divine Provideifce which has 
pordained this German nation to aom^thmg go^ afid 
gtmt> I woujd at once^give up my trade as a‘States¬ 
man or \ should never hav^, gone into the business. 
Orders and titles have no attraction fot me. A resolute 
faith in a iSfe" after death—:^or that reason I am a 
J^oyalist, otherwise 'I am by nature a Republican. 
Yes, I am a Republican in the highest degree ; and* th^ 
firm determination which I have displayed for ten long 
years dn presence ‘of all possible forms of* absurdity at 
Court is solely due to my resolute faith. Deprive me 
of this faith and you deprive me of my fatherland. If 
I were not a firm believer in Christianity, if I had not 
the wonderful basis of religion, you wovild never have 
had such a Chancellor of. the Confederation. Ifi I had 
hot thiC wonderful basis of religion I should have turned 
my back to the whole Court—^and if you are able to 
find me a successor who has that basis I will retire at 
once. But I am living amongst heathens. I do not 
want to make any proselytes, but I feel a necessity to 
confess this faith?’ 

Katt said that th» ancients had also shown' much 
self-sacrifice and devotion. They also had the love of 
country, which had spurred them on to great deeds. 
He was convinced that many people ’nowadays acted in 


princifUes. Th^ words ‘ By the grace of God,’ whi*h Christian njlers add 
to their names, are for me no more empty sound. On the contrary, 
I recognise in them the odnfession that Princes desire to wield the sceptre 
with which God has invested them in accordance with His WUL” Certain 
remarks made by the OhWncellor in his speech of the 9 th of October, 1878 , 
during the debate on the Anti-Socialist BUI, should also be remembered 
in this connection. He said, tinker alia: “If I had come fco believe as 
these men (the Social Democrats) do—yes, I live a full and busy life and 
m in opulent oiroumstances—but that would nbt be sufficient to^nake me 
wish to live another day if I had not, in the wojds of the poet, ‘an Gk>tt 
MTyl b«Mer« Zukunft'Hlauben ’ (faith ii^pod and a better future).” 
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the same way ^through devo^on to the State, and 
sense duty ta society. « 

Thh Chief replied that this, self-aaeri^ce and* de'^o- 
tion to duty towards the,^ State and the* Kipg amongst 
us was merely a'remnant of the faith of our fathem and 
grandfathers in an altered form,—“ mo^e confused, an(^ 
yfet active, no longer faith, but^nevertheless faithful.'’ 

How wyiingly would I go away.! I enjoy country life, 
^th6 woods and nature. • Sever my connection wi^h God 
and I am a man who would pack up* to-morrow and be 

oflF to Varzin, and say ‘ Kiss my-and cultivate his 

oats. you would then deprive me of my King, because 
why?—if there is p.o Divine commandment, why should 
I subordinate myself to these Hohenzollerns ? They are* 
a Suabian family, no better than my own, and in l;hat 
case no concern of mine. Why, I should be wowse than 
Jacoby, who might then be accepted as President or 
even as King. He would be in many ways more sen¬ 
sible, and at all events cheaper.” 

Keudell told me this evening that the^ Chief had 
already, while standing o*utside the ‘chdteau, several 
times’ expressed himself in a siraifer manner. 

After dinner the Chancellor received in his *own 
salon the Grand Duke of Weimar, as also Reynier, 
and subsequently Burnside and hiS cempaniorr of the 
day before. 

Thursday, September —In the morning wrote 

artieJes on the folly of certain Qerraan newspapers that 
warned us against laying claim to Metz and the sur¬ 
rounding district because the inhabitants spoke French, 
and on Ducrot’s unpardonable escape during the trans¬ 
port 0 / prisoners tq Germany. The second article was 
also sent to Englan^ 

The newspapers coni^un a report oh the prevailing 
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public sentiment in Bav^ia, which evidentfy comes from 
^ thoroughly reliable and highly Kjornpetent sourced* We 
' are ■ accordingly* to not^ the principal points cobterined 
therein. Jhe news ^ven in the report is for the most 
part^atisfactory—in some particulars only is it possible 
Co wish it were' better. The idea of'German unity has 
evidently been stfen^hened and extended by the war, 
but the specific Bavmrian amour pro-pre has also* in^ 
crease^. The part taken by the army in the victories 
of the German forces at Worth and Sedan, as well as the 
severe losses which it has’ sufi'ered, has not failed to 
excite enthusiasm throughout all classes of the popida- 
tion, and to fill them with pride at the achievements of 
• their countrymen. They are convinced that their King 
sincerely desires the victory of the German arms, and 
has uscsd every effort to secure that end. His imme¬ 
diate entourage is well disposed. That cannot however 
be said o:^ all his Ministers. The Minister of War is 
without doubt sincerely anxious, and is doing his utmost 
to see the champaign brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
He is in that respect thoroughly reliable, and he will 
no <^oubt be found on the right side in the matter of 
the conditions of peace. Count Bray, on the other hamd, 
is and remains ultramontane and Austrian in his views. 
In his heart of hsarts he is opposed to the war, and for 
him our successes have been toO rapid, and our victories 
too complete. He would like to see the neutral Powers 
take steps to restrain us, and if he could he Would 
support such measures. 

No conclusion is to be drawn feom the very confident 
tone of the press as to an eventual rearrangement of 


^ It wu' tk report fivm Mohl, originally intended, for hie OoTamment 
«t OmriBruhe, "which -ifea oonununloeted to the Chief, under whose Lnstruo- 
tkaiA extnwta therefrom were atUteed :he preao. 
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German felations which, throi^gh the brotherhood iiP 
aftns djiring the, war, might develop into a, permement^ 
and-closer onion al 80 *in times ^of peace. ^ As a mafcffer * 
of course Bray would be opposed to the entrance of 
Bavaria into th^ North 'German Confederation. But 
there are al^o othir inflfuential personage^ who do not 
contemplate such a course, or whh regard the effecti\ge 
co-operation of the Bavarians in .the German victories 
less*as a means to promote the closer union of Germany 
than as a pr/>of of the,power of BaWria and an asser¬ 
tion of her independence? The nbn-ultramontane 
particularista take up . a somewhat similar position. 
They are pleased at our victories end proud of Bavaria’s 
share in them, They admire the^ manner in which the . 
Prussians conduct the war, and, like us, .they desire* to 
secure Germany against future attack from tha We'st?. 
But they will not hear' of Bavaria joining the North 
German Confederation. The partition of the conquered 
French territorj’^ is also much discussed in such circles. 
They would like to see Alsace annased to Baden on con¬ 
dition that the Baden P'alatfnate were ceded to Bavaria 
The m'ore penetrating minds am^pgst them are forced to 
reckon with the probability that* Baden, and il!**ali 
likelihood also Wiirtemberg, will after the peace de¬ 
mand admission info the Federal Sthte. already formed 
by the North. The Ultfamontanes remain what they 
always were, altlfough they are now silent through fear. 
Fortuliately they have lost all confidence in Austria, so 
that they lack support, while, on the other hand, the 
Bavarians, who are now in the field, have an entirely 
different ppinion of the Prussians to' that which they 
entertmned before t^e war. They are full of the highest 
praise for their northern comrades, and not merely for 
their military qualities aAd achievemerfte, but also for 
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wheir readiness to help .the Bavarians whdh they have 
^^arher or better supplies than the lat^ier. Mor^ them 
*oile. of them has written* home that their priests iave 
maligned the Ptussiafis. It is not true that they are all 
Lutherans. Many of them are Catholics, and they had 
even'seen sofee^ Catholic military chfiplains with them. 

the officers shar^ these feelings the army on its 
return will carry on ,an effective propaganda against 
Ultramontanism, and probably also against extreme par¬ 
ticularism. It win be easily understood that men of 
national sentiment in Bavaria should feel more confi¬ 
dent than ever. They will also do what they can for 
the cause. But they are a minority in the Lower 
c Chamber, and in the Upper House they have scarcely 
two^ or three representatives. 

‘ * At .^dinner the conversation turned on the Grand 
Duke of Weimar and such matters. The Minister said 
that the Grand Duke had been to sec him the evening 
befoTe, and wished to obtain some information which he 
(the Chief) was unable to give him. “ He thinks that 
I am also his Chancellor. Gn my politely decbning, he 
said he must then applji to the King. ‘Yes,’ I replied, 

‘ bifirin that case his Majesty will have to refer in the 
first place to his Ministeri’ ‘ And the Minister 1 ’ (Here 
the Chief bent his head a little to one side and smiled 
sweetly.) ‘ He will maintain an impenetrable silence.’ ” 
The Chancellor then said that he had been asked what 
was to be done wi^h the Garde Mobiles captur.ed at 
Straasburg. They were disposed to set them at liberty 
and let them go home. “God forbid,” said I; “send 


them to Upper Silesia.” 

Friday, September 30th .— Eeceived another letter 
£rom Bamberger, who is in Baden-Baden. He con- 
tixiu.es to use his talents and ^jnfluehce in the press to 
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advance the 'Chancellor’s viev^s. In my answer JM 
begge{^hinj to Counteract the ill-considered^ar^menta^ 
of certain German joxirnalists* who novi, while wj9 Xte 
still at war, and have hardly doire the‘heaviest part 
of our task, are* already 'strongly urging moderation. 
The worst ai these ’ is ‘ Dr. Kruse, of« iSie Kdli^che 
Ze^ung, with' whom the idea that Metz must not bp 
annexed because the inhabitants speak French has 
b*eccime almost a monoanania. These gentlemen offer 
l!heir advice ^ to how^ far we can ob may go in our 
demands, and plead in faVour of France, while they 
would do much bett^ to insist upon still heavier 
demands, “ in order,” as the Minister said in com¬ 
plaining of this being “ preposterous ” behaviour, 

“ that we may at least get something decent, if hot 
all that we ask for. They will compel me in the eh.(? 
to claim the Meuse as our frontier. Write also to 
Bamberger that ’ I had credited him with more 
political acumen than to imagine that we really v/ant 
to replace Napoleon on the French ihrone.” 

Sunday, October ^nd. —9^t teatime to a remark that 
the pi)Orer classes suffered comparatively more than the 
upper and wealthier, the Chief repliefd that this remiflded 
him of Sheridan’^ observation at Reims, for it was 
perhaps after all as*well it should be* sq, as there were 
more poor people than well-to-do, and we must always 
keep in mind the^ object of the war, which was to secure 
an advantageous peace. The more Frenchmen suffered 
from the war the greater would be the number of those 
who would long for peace, whatever our conditions might 
be. “ And their treacherous franctireurs,” he continued, 
“ who now stand in blouses with their hands in their 
pockets, and in the next moment when our soldiers have 
passed by take their* riflea^ut of the ditch and fire at 
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lem. It will come tOc,tliis, that we wil^ shoot down 
^very m^e j?.nhabitant. ^feeally that woWd b$ ng^woree 
'thUn in battle, where they fire a distance ot 3^000 
yards, and_ candot recfognise each other’s faces.” 

The conversation then turned on Russia, on the 
communistic fiieasure of dividing thcdand ‘between the 
v,illage communities, on the minor nobility, “ who had 
invested their savings in the purchase of peasants,, out 
of whom they squeezed their interest in the form of 
Obrok,” and of the* incredible wealth of many of the old 
Boyar families. The Chief hnentioned several examples, 
and gave a full account of the Yussupoffs, whose fortiine, 
although nearly half of it had been several tinies con- 
, fiscated on account of their complicity in conspiracies, 
was still much larger thaq that of most German Princes. 
It'was^eo great that “ two serfs, father and son, who had 
acted in succession as managers* of the estate, were able 
to bleed if of three millions without the loss being felt.” 

The palace of these princes in St. Petersburg contained 
a' large theatre in th* style of the Weisser Saal in the 
palace at Berlin, and had tnagnificent rooms in which 
300 to 400 persons».<jkOuld dine with comfort. 'Forty 
yerfife ago the old Yiissupoff kept open t&ble daily. A 
poor old of&cer on the retired list had dined there almost 
every day for year^, although no one^^knew who he was. 
The name and rank of their ’ constant guest was only 
discovered on inquiries being made of the police when 
on one occasion he had remained away for a coBsider- 
able time.” 

Monday, October 3rc?. —We were joined at table by 
the Grand Cham'berlain, Perpohcher, and a _ Herr von 
Thadden, who was to be appointed a member of the 
A dminis tration at Reima The Chief told severm anec¬ 
dotes of the old Rothschild ^ Frankfurt, He had on 
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one occasion'heard Rothschild ^talking to a com-dealew 
vsdio vi^nted to *l?uy some wheat. The lattef said that^ 
such a rich man ought*not to put the pnice of wh^at^ 80 '■• 
high. “What have my^ riches got to’do with it?” 
replied the old gentleman.’ “ Is’my wheat any the worse 
because I arc? rich V' ’ “’He gave dinners lft>wever ^hich 
did all honour to his wealth. I Vertfember once whep* 
the ptresent King, then Prince of Rrussia, was in Frank- 
forfeand I invited him to dinner. Rothschild had also 
intended to’invite him. _ The Prince 4;bld him, however, 
that he must settle that wi*th me, otherwise he would 
be quite as pleased tg dine with him as with me. 
Rothschild then wanted me t® give up his Royal 
Highness to Jiim. I refused, whereupon he had the , 
nalvetfi to propose that his dinper should be broughlf to 
my house, as of course he did not partake of it himself 
—he only ate meat 'prepared in Jewish fashion. 
Naturally I also declined this proposal, altho'ugh there 
can be no doubt that his dinner would have been bdtter 
than mine.” The Chief was once told by old Metternich, 
—“ who, by the way, was 'very well disposed towards 
me,”r^that at one time whei\ he had lodged with 
Rothschild, oh his way to Johanilisbcrg (Metteiiftfch's 
estate), his host had put six. bottles of Johannisberg 
wine into his lunch basket for the'rofid. These were 
taken out unopened on Mettemich’s arrival at Johannis¬ 
berg, where the Prince asked his chief ccUater what they 
coat -per bottle. “Twelve florins,.” was the answer. 

“ Well then,” said Metternich, “ send these six bottles 
back to Baron Rothschild when he gi’vcs his next order, 
but charge him fifteen florins a piece for them then, as 
they will have gro’vra older by that time.” 

Tuesday, October Ath .—In the forenoon again called 
to the Chief Bucher’ Cour^dlor of Embassy ; and Wiehr, 
VOL. I <3 



decipherer, arrived a^ter luncli. ijiucner appears to 

t ave been summoned here in order to‘replace A^ekea, 
ha h^s been ilk and ought to ha-s^e gone home, bjit^who 
has now nearly'recovered. No one could have filled his 
place better than Bucher, who is unquestionably the 
best informed® most intelligent 4nd ujiprejKdiced of all 
tjje principal workers by whom the Chief is surrounded, 
and who help to propagate his ideas. In the evening 
the Chancellor talked about I^toltke, remarking kow 
gallantly he had attacked the punch bowb on a recenf 
occasion, and in what excellent spirits he was. “ I have 
not seen him looking so well for fi long time past. That 
is the result of the war. It is his trade. I remember, 
c when the Spanish question became acute, he looked ten 
years younger. Afterwards, when I told him that the 
Hdhenyollern had withdrawn, he suddenly looked quite 
old and infirm. And when the French showed their 


teeth again ‘ Molk ’ w'as once more fresh and young. 
The' matter finally ended in a diner d trois —Molk, 
Roon and I—which resulted (here the Chancellor smiled 
a cunning smile) in the Ems telegi-am.” 

We start early to-mtyrow morning, as we have a long 
joutoey to make. Our next halt will be at Versailles. 



CHAPTER TX* 


THii JOURNEY TO VERSAILLES—MADAME JESSE’s HOUSE, 

AND OUR LIFE THHfUi: 

« 

h 

We left Ferrieres about 7 o’clock on the morning of 
the 5th of October. At first w« drove along by-roads, 
which were however in excellent condition, passing a, 
large wood, several parks and chateaux and a number of 
respectable villages that appeared to be entirely desertM 
by their inhabitants aixl were now occupied solely by 
German soldiers! vEverywhere an appearance of excep¬ 
tional prosperity. Later on we reached a poAtoon 
bridge decorated with the Prussiam colours, which took 
us over the Seine. On* the other side we met the 
Crowe Prince and his suite, ^dio had ridden out to 
welcome the* King. The latter, ‘accompanied \ff the 
Chancellor, was to proceed from this point on horseback 
to a review of •troops. We thdn .drove om alone, 
turning into a high road which led to the village of 
Villeneuve le Roi. 

Lhad long been looking forwar4 to my first glimpse 
of Paris. It was however cut off on the right by a 
rather high range of wooded hills, on the sides of which 
we now and then noticed a village or small white town. 
At length we come to an opening, a little valley, and 
we observe the blue outline of a great cupola—the 
Pantheon ! Hurrah’ I we Are at last ouWide Paris. 

^ Q 2 
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r We shortly afterwai;cls turned into a ^road paved 
^dghway "wliere a Bavarian picket \va^ station^l t© 
watch , a road •'Athich crossed it tit this point a^d^ led 
towards Paris. "To the left an extensive plain, and on 
the right a continuation hf the^chain of-wooded heights. 
A while town half way up the slope, then, lower down, 
tiyo other villages, 'and' we finally pass thrOagli an iroj\ 
gateway partially gilt, traverse some busy streets, and a 
straight avenue with old trees, and then find ourselves" 
in fronl' of our qiuf>ters in Versailles. ' *' 

On the 6th of October, t*he day after our arrival in 
the old royal town of France, Kcudcll remarked that 
we might possibly remain here for some three weeks. 
Nor did 1 think it improbable, as the course of the war 
up to that time had accustomed us to speedy success. 
We'^ remained however five long months. But, as will 
be seen later on, the Minister must have suspected that 
our stay wbuld not be a short one. l'"or this reason, and 
as oiif lodging was the scene of very important events, 
a fuller desci’iption of it will probably be w('lcomc. 

The house which was occupied by the Chancellor of 
the Confederation belonged to one Madame Jesse, widow 
of a^T^’ealthy cloth ma’nufacturcr, who shortly before our 
arrival fled to Picardy with her two sons, leaving her 
property to the care of her gardener and his wife. It 
is No. 14 in Rue dc Provence, which connects the 
Avenue dc lit. Cloud with the Boulevaidc de la Rcinc. 
The Rue dc Provence is one of the quietest in Versailles. 
Many of the houses are surrounded by garden.s. Ours 
is a slate-roofed house of three stories, the third of these 
being a garret. From the entrance in the courtyard a 
flight of stone steps leads up to the hall door. On the 
right of this hall is the principal staircase, and the 
following rooms open on to it the dining-room looking 
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out on the garden, the salon,•a billiard-room, a corS 
.servarfc«ry, .and the library of the deceased M. .tesse. J 

Wrf the table in the salbn, stood nn ,old-fashi©1ied' 
chinniey clock with a fiendish figure iii lironze biting 
his thumb. Thife demon grinned .sarca.stically at all the 
negotiations* whic’A led to the treaties • wutli the'^South 
€rt}rman State.s, the proclamafion' of the fJennjin 
J5nfpe I'or and Empire, and afterwards to the surrender 
pf ‘Paris and the preli^ninarie.s of peace, all of wliieh 
were signed nn this salon, thus securhig it a place in the 
world’s history. 

The billiard-room was arranejed as an office for the 
councillors, seeretaj-ies, and ^lecipherers. In .January, 
when there was a severe frost, a portion of the winter* 
gardcH was assigned to the otiicers on guard. 'I’lie 
library was oianipicd by (.rderlies and t'4iancefy 
attendants. 


'I’lie principal staircase led to a second hall, wliieh 
received a dim light from a s<|uare flat window let'inlo 
the roof. The doors of the Minister’s two rooms opened 
off this hall. Neither o f tficm was more than ten paces 
by stjven. One of these, the wimlow of whi< h o^encal 
on the garden, served at the same time as studyhind 
bed-chamber, amf was very scAntily furnishe<l. 

The other chamber, which was aomewhat* better 


furnished, although not* at all lu.xuriously, served, in 
additmn to the .^alon on the ground floor, for the recep¬ 
tion *of visitors. During the negotiations for the 
capitulation of Paris it wa-s put at the di.sposal of .Julc.s 
Favre for his meditetions and corresjjondence. 

Count, Bismarek-Bohlen had a rcK)ra to the left of 


the CJiancellor’s, which also openctl on the park and 
garden, Abeken having the opposite room looking on the 
street. Bolsing had a i^all chamber ’ near the back- 
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irs, while I was lodged on the sec(^cf 
ohlen’s room. 

'I’he park Jbehind the house, though not largS, "was 
very pretty, and there di^ring 1;he bright autumn nights 
the ta^ figure and white cap of the Chancellor was 
fcequently to be* seen passing from tne shade into the 
moonlight as he slowly strolled about. What was tlfe* 
deepless man pondering over ? What ideas were *re-« 
volving, through the mind of thht solitary wanderdt- 
What plans were Terming or ripening in his brain 
during those still midnight hours ? 

It will be seen that the whole Field Foreign Office 
was not quartered at Madame Jesse’s. Lothar Bucher 
had ^a handsome apartment in the Avenue de Paris, 
Keudell and the decipherers were lodged in a house 
somewhat higher up than ours in the Rue de Provence, 
and County Hatzfeldt lived in the last house on the 
opposite side of the way. There was some talk on 
several occasions of providing the Chancellor with more 
roomy and,better futhished lodgings, but the matter 
went no further," possibly because he himself felt no 
great ^desire for such a‘change, and perhap.s also because 
he lilced the quiet which prevailed in the compara¬ 
tively retired Rue de Pro’^ence. 

During the day, however, this stillne.ss was less 
idyllic than many new.spaper correspondents described 
it at the-* time. I am not thinking ot the fifes and 
drums of the troops that marched through the town 
and which reached our ears almost daily, nor of the 
noise which resulted from two sorties made by the 
Parisians in our direction, nor even of the hottest day 
of the bombardment, as we had become accustonjed tb 
oil that, much as the miller does to .the roar and rattle 
of his wheels. I refer prinUpally to the numerous 
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visitors of jfll kinds, many of, them unwelcome, whi^ 
\^ere "liiceived by the Ohancellor during thyse* eventfuli 
months. Our quarters was “ofj^en like, a pigeon, horuse* 
from the constant flow of strangtrs and acquaintances 
in and out. At first non-official eavesdroppers and 
messengers bame Ifrom’Paris, followed'lifter by ftfficial 
negotiators in the persons of Fa\h'e And Thiers, accoqfi- 
paitied by a larger or smaller .retinue. There were 
princely visitors from »the Pl6tel des Reservoirs. The 
Crown Prinee came scyeral times, t«fd the King once. 
The Church was also represented amongst the callers 
by high dignitaries, archbishops, and other prelates. 
Deputations from _ the Reichstag, individual party 
leaders, higher officials, and bankers arrived from, 
Berlin., while Ministers came from Bavaria and other 
South German States for the purpose of coivjluding 
treaties. American geiierals, members of the foreign 
diplomatic body in Paris, including a “coloured gentle¬ 
man,” and envoys of the Imperialist party wished to st>eak 
to the busy statesman in his smail room upstairs, and, 
as a matter of course, EnglTsh newspaper correspondents 
eagorly tried to force their way iiiio his presence. Then 
there were Government couriers *with their de.'f^fetch 
bags. Chancery attendants with telegrams, orderlies with 
messages from the general stfiff, and besides alL these a 
superfluity of work which was as difficult as it was 
important. In * short, what with deliberating on old 
scheilies and forming new ones, se.eking how to over¬ 
come difliculties, vexation and trouble, the disappoint¬ 
ment of well-grounded expectations, now and then a 
lack of support and readiness to meet his views, the 
foolish opinions of ^ihe Berlin press and their dissatis¬ 
faction notwithstanding our undreamt of success, 
together with the agitat^n of the Ultramontranes, it 
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^as often ^ard*to und^tand how the Ct^cellor, with 
■^U these* cajls upon his activity* and p^lience, ayd with 
'all'thjs disturbance and^friction, -^as, on the whcrfo, able 
to preserve his liealth'and maintain that freshness which 
he showed so frequently late in the^ evening in con¬ 
versations bdfh« serious and Kurdoi'ous. During his 
Stay at Versailles he was only once or twice unwell for 
three or four days. 

The Minister allowed himself little recreation*—a 
ride between 3 and 4 o’clock, an,hour at table with halT 
an hour for the cup of coffee which followed it in the 
drawing-room, and now and then, after 10 p.m., a 
longer or shorter chat at the tea table with whoever 
^happened to be there, and a couple of hours sleep after 
daybreak. The whole remainder of the day was devoted 
to business, studying or writing in his room, or in con¬ 
versations and negotiations,—unless a sortie of the 
French or some other important military operation 
calleff him to the side of the King, or alone to some post 
of observation. 

Nearly every day the Chancellor had guests to 
dinner, and in this way, we came to see and hear almost 
all the well-known and celebrated men prominently 
connected in the war. Favre repeatedly dined with us, 
reluctantly at first,because his countrymen within the 
walls were starving,” but afterwards listening to wise 
counsel and exhortation and doing justice like the rest 
of us to the good, things of the kitchen and Cellar. 
Thiers, with his keen intelligent features, was on one 
occasion amongst the guests, and the Crown Prince once 
did us the honour to dine at our table, when sqch of the 
Chiefs assistants as were not previopsly known to him 
were presented. At another time Prince Albrecht was 
present. Of the Minister’s f^^rther guests, I wili here 
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only mentioi* Delbriick, Presid^t of tlie BimdeskanzJ 
lemmt, ^who wa^ frequently in Versailles ^fof weeks 
at a.time, the Duke*of Ratibor, Prince Putbus, von 
Bennigsen, Simson, Bamberger, PriedenT^hal and von 
Blankenburg, the»Bavariail Ministers Count Bray and 
von Lutz, the WUifteinbbrg Ministers vc« ^Viichtef^ and 
Mittnacht, voil Roggenbach, Prince''Radziwill, and finally* 
Odo .Russell, who was subsequently British Ambassador 
to tiie German Empire. ^ When the Chief was present 
tHe conversation was always lively aad varied, w/tile it 
was frequently instructive asf illustrating his manner of 
regarding men and thipgs, or as throwing light upon 
certain episodes and incidents of his past life. 

Madame Jesse put in an appearance a few days before 
our departure and, as previously observed, did not pro¬ 
duce a good impression. She seems to have, made? 
charges against us which'the French press, even papers 
that lay claim to some respectability, ‘circul&ted with 
manifest pleasure. Amongst other things we "lare 
alleged to have packed up her pl»te and table linen. 
Furthermore, Count Bismait^k tried to .compel her to 
give hhii valuable clock. 

The first a.s,%ertion was simply aif absurdity, as tbfere 
was no silver in the house, unless it was in a corner of 
the cellar which Was walled up, an’d .which—on the 
express directions of the Chief—was left unopened. The 
true sV>ry about‘the clock was quite different to .that 
circulated by Madame Jesse. The ^article in question 
was the timepiece in the drawing-room with the small 
bronze demon. Madame Jesse offered fhe Chancellor this 
piece of furniture, which in itself was of comparatively 
little value, at an exorbitant price, on the assumption that 
he prizhd it as a witness to the important negotiations 
that had taken place’ in h^ room- I believe she asked 
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5,000 francs for it. ^ut she overreached herself, and^ 
her offer was declined. “ I remember,’.’* said thecMini^er 
afteuwards ^in« Berlin,, ■“ observing at the time that 
possibly the impish figure on the clock, which made such 
faces, might be particularly dear to her as a family 
portif'ait, antf that I should be sorry to deprive her of it, ’ 



CHAPTER X 


AUTUMN DAYS AT VERSAILLES 

The day after our ari’ival at VcTsaflles I forwarded the 
following statement with regard to the measures taken 
against Jacoby, in accordance with the Chiefs views. 
It was an answer to the protests which had Iteen nnade 
by the German pr§ss against his arrest, and not merely 
by the democratic and the progressist organs, which in- - 
variably criticise political and military affairs from 
the standpoint of private moi’als. 

“ We still hear a great deal aboift the alleged 
illegality committed in arresting .Jinfoby. That measure 
might have been inopportune ; perhaps leas importance 
might have been attached to hts demonstrations. But 
there was nothing illegal in the course nidopted, *as we 
are now in a state of war, when the civil code must yield 
to military necessity. The imprisonment* of JaCoby 
falls mthin the military jurisdiction, with which the 
police and the judicial authorities haye nothing to do. 
It is in no sense to be regarded as a punishment. Jacoby 
is simply * prisoner of war, just as would be a spy 
arreste<J. in Germany, with whom of course we do not 
wish otherwise to Qompare him. In other words, he 
was one of the forces tl4t increased tie difficulty of 
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attaining the object of^the war, and had*accordingly to. 

be rendered harmless. 

This jviM be made clear by a glanceT at the 
numerous instances in which, those entrusted with the 

( f 

conduct of war are obliged to oyer-ride the rights of 
person and property recognised by thcf Constitution. 
cFor purposes of successful defence private propfefty 
may be destroyed without previously arranging tiie 
term^ of compensation, houses'may be burned and'tr^es 
cut down, an ehtrance may be forced into private 
residences, street traffic may be stopped and every other 
means of transport such as ships, carts, &c., can bo 
either seized or destroyed without the previous per¬ 
mission of the owner, that rule applying to our own 
as well as to the enemy’s country. The removal of 
persons who afford the enemy either moral or material 
8 up|>ort, or who merely give rise to suspicion that they 
do so, comes under the same category of laws which 
apply to countries in a state of war. 

“ These principles are not contested in so far as 
they are applicable to the immediate seat of war. The 
idea upon which they are based is not, however, 
affected by the locality. Those who wield the power 
of the State must exercise the rights and fulfil the 
duties accorded to and imposed upon them for the 
purpose of securing the object of the war, without 
regard to the distance from the actual scene of Warfare 
of the obstacles which require removal. They are 
bound to prevent the occurrence of such incidents as 
render the attainment of peace less easy. We are 
now carrying on a war for the purpose af enforcing 
conditions which will hinder the enemy from attacking 
ua in future. Our opponents resist these conditions 
Wid will be greatly encoud^ged and strengthened in 
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^their resistance by a declaration on the part of Germans 
that th«8^ conditfQns are inexpecfient and unjpst! The 
Bmnswiok working class manifestp and the Konig3];)eig 
resolution have been utilised to the utmost by the 
French press and* have obviously confirmed the Re¬ 
publicans now’'holdihg’power in Paris in th* idea "that 
they are right* in rejecting those**conditions. These, 
Frencii Republicans measure the ^ influence of their 
Gemaen sympathisers on d:he Governments of Germany 
by the standard of thep* own experience. ' The im¬ 
pression which those demonstrations at Brunswick and 
Konigsberg produced in.Germany was probably little ; 
but the point is, what effect djd -they have in Paris? 
The effect there is such that similar demonstrations 
must be rendered impossible in future, a,nd their in¬ 
stigator must accordingly be put out of harm’s way.” 

In the morning Keudell said to me we might renrain 
in Versailles for about three weeks. Metz would 
soon be obliged to capitulate, as they now had 
only horseflesh to eat and no salt. They were still 
confident in Paris, although There was great mortahty 
amongst their cattle, which were f%d*on compressed food. 
Burnside, who liad been in the city, c6nfirmed this ne*w8. 
The Minister was- less sanguitic. The question of 
* uniforms for the secretaries was again brought up, and 
in this connection the Chief remarked that the war 
might yet contintte for a considerable time, perhaps* till 
Christlhas, possibly till Easter, and probably a portion 
of the troops would remain in France Jfor years to come. 
I^wis should have been immediately stormed on the 
19th of September, or left entirely on one side. He 
then told his valet to, send to Berlin for his fur coats. 

In the further epurse of conversation the Minister 
said : “ I heard something really characteristic to-day. 
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The hoa^ of Princes have followed i:i8 and who are 
lodging at the H6tel aes Eefiervoirs^ ^are livii^ at‘the 
expense of th^ town I -They Itt the municipalijby feed 
them, thouglf they -have merely come out of curiosity, 
and are nothing more than distinguished loafers. It is 
parttcularly^shabby of the Duke 0 ^ Coburg, who is a 
lich man, with aa ailnual revenue of a 'million thalers. 
Sueh a piece of meanness ought to be noticed in the 
press. It is shameful for a Pfince to allow himself to 
)De fed by a town already so impoverished.” The Cluef 
again returned to this subject a little later, “ The royal 
household is a very comprehensive conception, and so it 
is impossible to object to these gentlemen being fed^ 
The King pays for the Crown Prince, find the Crown 
Plince for the other princely personages. But it is 
iiiean„of the latter to help to suck the town dry, and 
the-newspapers should not overlook it.” 

I afterwards asked the Minister, who was alone with 
me in the drawing-room, where he remained behind after 
taking a cup of coffee, whether I should send the press 
particulars of the not ver^- gentlemanly conduct of the 
Princes. “ Certainly„ why not ? ” he replied ; “ and you 
can' also give the'-name of the Coburger—not in our 
own papers, however.” . The bolt was accordingly des¬ 
patched to Mel^zler, of the Foreign Office in Berlin, who 
was to pass it on to the Kolnische Zeitung. 

“ An Epglishman at the headquarters at Meaux ” 
wrote to the Daily Telegraph that the Chief 'on the 
conclusion of his interview with Malet said : “ What 
gives myself and the King most anxiety is the influenee 
of a French Republic in Germany. We are very well 
awEire how American Republicanism has reeicted upon 
Germany, and if the French oppose^ us with a republican 
propaganda it will do us m<^e harm than their armies.” 
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Che Minister ^ote ’on the margjn of tins statement : 

‘ An absurd lie.”' 

Fridg^y, Octoher 7th. —Hatzfeldt informed us jkt 
unch that the Greek Minister • in Paris, witii a 
‘ family ” of twenty-four*t)r tw^enty-five persons, has 
lome out to ^us cm ’his way to Tours ^o join* the 
delegation of *the Gcfvernment oS National Defence. ^ 
His J)oy told the Count that ho^ did not at all like 
Paris^ They got too little meat to cat there. 

*• Prepared'an article for the press fs^hn the following 
sketch ; “We are carrying oil war, not with a view to 
a permanent occupation of France, but to secure a peace 
on the conditions which we have laid- down. For that 
reason we desire to negotiate with a Government which 
represents the will of France, and whose declarations 
and concessions will bind France as well as ourselves. ' 
The present Govei’nmcnt has not that character. • It 
must bo confirmed by a National Assembly, or’replaced 
by another Government. A general election is neccssilry 
for that purpose ; and wc are c^uite,prepared to permit 
this to take place in those jjlirts of the country which 
we ocCjiUpy, so far as strategic con§iilerations will allow. 
The present holders of power in PariA, however, havil ho 
disposition to adopt this course.. • For personal consider¬ 
ations they injure ’the interests of’ tbe country by 
inflicting upon it a continuance of the evils of war.” 

Hatzfeldt coin-plained at dinner that the Greeks,.who 
are anuious to get away, pestered him with their lamen¬ 
tations. “ Yes,” said the Chief, “ they too must be 
regarded with suspicion. They must first be identified 
according to their descriptions, and it must then be 
seen whether they ^have been propefly circumcised. 
But nef, that is not customary among the Greeks. 
What seems to me, h’owevw, more suspicious even than 
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this enormous diplomatic family, is Witigenstein, who ^ 
comes dut^at the risk o? his life on pjetence o^ Jhavhjg 
despatches for* me, and who afterwards turns* out to 
have none. 1 wonder do they fancy that we shall 
tolerate this running to ahd fro between Paris and 
Kutrffeow ? ” ® » ‘ ; # 

^ “ But,” said HatJffeldt, “ he ndight be able to bring 

us news from the city.” 

The Chief: “For that pvvrpose he should bear a 
character that iti.3pires confidence, and -that he does 
not do.” 

The conversation then turned on the exhausted con¬ 
dition of the town- of Versailles, which has had heavy 
exjpenses to bear during the last fortnight. The new 
Mayor, a M. Kameau, was granted an audience with the 
'^Cfhief (to-day. Referring to this the Minister said: “ I 
told him that they should taise a loan. ‘ Yes,’ he 
replied, ‘ that would be possible, but then he must ask 
permission to go to Tours, as he required the authority 
of his Governmentfor such a measure.’ Of course I 
could not promise him that, and besides they would 
hardly give him the *neces8ary authority there. Prebably 
they think at Tour^'that it is the duty of the Versailles 
people to starve in order that we may be starved with 
them.' But they forget that we are the stronger and ■ 
take what we want. They‘have absolutely no idea 
what war is,” 

A reference to the neighbourhood between the 
palace and the Hotel des Reservoirs brought up the 
subject of the distinguished guests who are staying at 
the latter house. Amongst other remark^ upon the 
“ troop of princes,” the Chancellor said : “ They have 
imthing decent to eat at that hotel, possibly because the 
think their highnesse^ wish to have it gratis.” 
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and^ at first the‘Chancellor exp^ressed himse^^ much in 
the sapa^j sense as he Iftid done at St. Avoid. «#&- 

dared in decided terras for tolerance in matters of faith. 
“ But, ” he added, a the Freed;hinkdrs are also not tolerant 
They persecute boheVei^, not indeed with the dtake, 
siyc^e that is impossible, but with inuult and mockery 
in the press. Amongst the peopj^e, so far as they are 
non-believers, there has also not been much progress. 
What pleasure it would afford them to ’see Pastor i^nack 
hanged ! ” 

Somebody having mentioned that early Protestant¬ 
ism had shown no tolerance, Bucher called attention to 
the fact that, according to Buckle, the Huguenots were 
zealous reactionaries, as was, indeed, the case with all 
the reformers of that period. “They were not exactly' 
reactionaries,” replied the Chief, “ but petty tyrants— 
each parson was a small Pope.” He then referred to 
the course taken by Calvin against Servetus, and added 
“Luther was just the same.” I, ventured to recall 
Luther’s treatment of the followers of -Karlstadt and 


Munzei, as well as the case of t^^c Wittenberg theolo¬ 
gians after him"; and Chancellor Krell. Bucher reldfed 
that towards the end of the last century the Scottish 
Presbyterians punished a person for merely lending 
Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man with twenty-one years’ 
transportation, the offender being immediately cast -into 
chains. I pointed to the rigid intolerance of the New 
England States towards the members of other religious 
communions and to their tyrannical liquor law. “ And 
the Sabbath-keeping,” said the Chief, “ that is a horrible 
tyranny.” I remember the first time I Vv^ent to England 
on landing at Hull I, whistled in the street. An 
Englishman, whose aicquai^tance I had ulade on board 
voi.. I 
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f said to me, “ I^ay, sir^rdon’t whistle I ” \ asked “ Why 

not? is it,forhidden here?” •“ No,” ,he said, ^“,but»it 
isl^hf Sabbath, i’ Tha^ made me* so angry thati imme¬ 
diately took a ticket "bn another steamer for Edinburgh, 
as it did not at all suit me'not to be able to whistle 
when” I had a? mind to.” Bucher,' remarrked that in 

r , I 

general the Sunday In England was not so bad. ,.He 
himself had always greatly enjoyed the stillness after 
the rush and roar of the working day in London, Wiere 
the noise began early in the morning. The ChancellSt 
then continued ; “In other respects I am not at all 
opposed to keeping the Sabbath holy. On the contrary, 
as a landed proprietor, I ^promote it as much as possible. 

> Only I will not force the people. Every one must know 
best for himself how to prepare for the future life. No 
work should be done on Sunday, because it is wrong as 
bein*g a breach of the Divine Commandment, and unfair 
to man, who requires rest. That of course does not 
apply to the service of the State and in particular to 
the diplopiatic service, in which despatches and tele¬ 
grams are delirered on Sttndays which must be dealt 
with at once. Therb <can also be no objection h) our 
country people sa'Mng their hay or Corn on a fine 
Sunday after a long spell of bad weather. I could not 

bring myself to eoerce my farmers ih those things. 

I can afford to do as I think right myself, as the damage 
done^by a possible rainy Monday would not affect me. 
Our landed proprietors consider that it is not respect¬ 
able to allow their^ people to work on Sunday even in 
such an emergency ! ” I mentioned that pious families 
in America do not even cook on the Sabbath, and that 
on being once invited to dinner, in New York on a 
Sunday there was only cold meat on the tabl^ “ In 
Frankfurt,” said the Chief, ^when I had more liberty 
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we always diiJed very simply Sundays, and I never ■ 
orfleredt, the carriage out on account of the'servants.” 

I ventuted to remark that in Leipzig “jdl shops rw^re 
closed on Sunday, with tbo exception of the bakers’ and 
some tobacconists. ‘‘ Yes, that is as it shpuld be ; but 
I do not waiJt to put pressure on anybody. I mighty 
piSssibly do it in the country by no*t buying from a 
ti^d§sman-'—that is if his goods were not of exception- 
aHy^high quality, for then I do not know wl^ether 
I should be able to stand firm. Car3 should be taken, 
however, that noisy trades, such as that of the black¬ 
smith, should not be carried on in the neighbourhood 
of a church on Sunday.” 

I was summoned to the Minister in the cvenipg. 

“ Thile-^ writes to me,” he said, “ that the Nordde\Uscl\e 
Allgemeine Zeitiing has a terrible article againht the 
Catholics. Is it by you ? ” “I do not know which he 
alludes to, as I have recently called attention on several 
occasions to the proceedings of the Ultramontanes.” He 
then searched for the extract, whi(ih he read over half 
aloud. “ But that is perfectly true and' correct. Yes, 
thatV quite right. Our good Thile'has been thoroughly 
taken in by Savigny. He has gone out of his wits and 
howls because we’have not rescued the Pope and his 
whole family.” 

We were thirteen at table to-day. Dr. Lauer being 
one of the number. I pointed this out to Bucher,’who 
sat near me. “ Don’t speak so loud,” he replied. “ The 
Chief has a very sharp ear, and he is superstitious on 
that point.” * 

^ At that time Secretary of State in the Foreign Office. He waa not 
a Oatholic. > 

• Bucher afterwarda told me that the Chancellor waa affected both by 
the superstition reepectin^ the number thirteen and dhat relating to Fri¬ 
day. Other diplomats, as, for i/Wnce, the French, seem to entertain 
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Monday, October Wth .—Called to tbe Chief twice 
during th^ morning. He went subsequent!)^ io Mie 
Cfo^^ Pri^jce?8 quartets, where he remained for 
lunch. 

The conversation at dinner at fiist turned on the 
^interview of the King with Napoleoja at Bellevue, near 
Sedan, respecting which Russell sent a full report to The 
Times, although the two Sovereigns were alone and the 
Chancellor himself was only aware of what had passed 
in BO far as the King had assured him that there h^ 
been absolutely no reference to politics. “ As a matter 
of fact,” said the Chancellor, “it would not have been 
nice of ‘ our Most Gracious ’ to have maintained silence 
f only towards his Ministers. Russell must unquestion¬ 
ably have received his news from the Crown Prince.” 

I ‘-now forgot how and by whom the subject of 
dangerous touring expeditions was introduced, but the 
Minister himself related some daring enterprises of his 
own. “I remember,” he said, “being once with a 
party, amongst whom were the Orloffs, in South France, 
near the Pont “du Gard. An old Roman aqueduct of 
several stories crossed the valley. Princess Or^.off, a 

the same objection both to the number and the day. The following 
anecdote, which I was assureKj was perfectly genuine, may serve as an 
example. After the negotiations respecting the duty payable by ships 
passing through the ^ound had been completed, it was arranged that the 
treaty containing the terms agreed upon should be signed at Copenhagen 
on the ISth of March, 1587. It turned out that the day thus clpoeen was 
not only the thirteenth of the month, but was also a Friday, ^nd that 
there were thirteen Plenipotentiaries to sign the document. “ A three¬ 
fold misfortune I ” exclaimed the French Ambassador Dotezac. To his 
delight, however, the addition of the signatvures was postj)oned for some 
days owing ,to diffloulties occasioned by the difference in the rate of 
exchange of Danish and Prussian thalers. The number of repreeentativee 
atiU caused him so mhoh anxiety, however, tlmt it made him ill, and it 
was only on the decease of the Hanoverian f’lenipotentiary a Caw weeks 
lifter that tbe Ften^ Ambassador and the other signatoriee of the treaty 
Mk tfaak they were no longer in dange^of sadden death. 
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very spi^ited<^lady, proposed that we should go acros^ 
o'^r it^ There ^ivas a very nairow path, al^out a foot | 
and a-.lmlf wide, along one side of the old water chanxkel, 
and on the other side a wall of big slab^ of stone. It 
looked a very hazardous Undertaking, but I could not 
allow nayselb to be beaten by a womafi. Wc two 
aooordingly started oh this enterprise, Orloff going wit^ 
the rest of the company down by the valley. For some 
time we walked on aU right along the stone wall, fiom 
which we could see a depth of sevgral hundred feet 
beneath us. Further on, however, the stones had fallen 
off and we had to pick our way along the narrow ledge. 
Then we came to another stretch- of relatively easy 
going, but after there was another very bad bit on an 
unsafe ledge. Screwing up my courage I stepped ‘out 
quickly after the Princess, and grasping her with one 
arm, jumped down with her into the channel some-four 
to five feet deep. Our companions below; who had 
suddenly lost sight of us, were in the greatest anxiety 
until at length we came out on thtsother side.” 

In the evening I was citlled to the Chief to receive 
instructions resjjecting Garibaldi,‘who, according to a 
telegram from Tours, had arrived riiere and offered “his 
services to the French Pepublio The Chancellor said : 
“But just tell me "why you sometimes write in such a 
sledge-hammer style ? It is true I have not seen the 
text of your telegram about Russell, but your recent 
article on the U1 tramontanes in the Norddeutsche All- 
g&meine Zeitmxg was very strongly worded. Surely the 
Saxons are usually regarded as a very polite race, and 
if you have any ambition to become Court Historian to 
the Foreign Office,..you must not be so violent.” I 
ventured to reply that I could also be polite, and was 
capable of irony withouh* rudeness. “ Well, then,” he 
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Jiaid, “ be polit^ut witljout irony. "V^rite diplomatically. 
Even in “a declaration of Nvar oije obser^f^es the ^es ©f 
politeness.’^ 

Tuesday, October —It appears from the con¬ 
versation at dinner that an “assembly, of a congress of 
German Princes at Versailles llas’b^en for some time 
;pa8t under consideratibn. It is ho^ed theft the Kin^of 
!^avaria will also come. In that case Delbrijck thinks 
“ it would be well to place at Jiis disposal one of,the 
historic apartmentsfc in the palace—possibly.the bedroom 
of Louis XIV. With his chlaracter he would be certainly 
delighted at such an arrangement, and would not be too 
exacting in the matter of comfort.” The Chief dined 
to-day with the Crown Prince, and did not return uiitil 
10 o’clock, when he had an interview with Burnside. 

<• ' Weflnesday, October \2th .—Amongst other things I 
wrote to-day another article on the hostile attitude 
assumed by the Ultramontanes towards us in this war. 

It was directed against the Schlesische Hems-Blatter, 
and concluded as fqjlows : “We should liave thought 
that it was impossible at t/iiis time of day to be mis¬ 
understood in using. J;he terms ‘ ultramontane and 
‘ ultramontanism.’ AVc should have 'thought that 
honest Catholics would s=8 clearly understood what was 
meant thereby as db other Christians;’and that as honest 
Cathohes they could not possibly take offence at stric- 
tures^upon pi tramontane agitation and >attack8. Acting 
on this supposition, we called attention to the resistance 
offered by that party to the latest development of 
German affairs. To our great astonishment, however, 
we learn through a Silesian journal that our ^article, in 
which the party in question was, described as ultra- 
montene, has actually given offence^ and been regarded 
«« a censure ind impeachn^nt of Catholicism itself. 
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We deprecate *any such interpretation our meaning.^ 
Nsthi©^ was remote froiii our intention.' From 

our standpoint UltraAontaniem has jjist as ]ittle,^in 
common with the faith of the • Catholic Chur<^ as 
Atheism and Nihilism havtf with'the Protestant Church. 
Ultramontaniem is;ol a*purely political dliaractoc. It 
is^the spirit <5f a sect'with excluBiv«ly worldly aims^ 
namely, th^ restoration as far as.possible of universal 
empire on a mediseval^ theocratic basis. It does not 
clpognise the.claims of patriotism, and it consid^s the 
end to justify the means. *Iu speaking of the Ultra- 
montanes as zealous .opponents of Germany in the 
present war, the examples which -we gave made it 
suflScicntly clqar to whom we referred. For the purpose , 
of remgiviug all doubt on this point, however, and to 
prevent the possibility in future of circles for whom wc 
entertain feelings of respect taking unnecessary offence 
at remarks which were not intended for thefn, we will 
here add a few further examples. ' 

“ When we complained of the Ikostility of the Ultra- 
montanes wc were thinking^of those Frc«ich priests who 
were «convicted upon trustworthy evidence of having 
fired upon our soldiers. In repeatfiig these chargds'we 
have other priests in mind who, a few days ago, under 
the prete.xt of brftiging the last consolation »to the 
dying, sneaked through^ our camp outside Paris as 
spies ;‘>and to the manifesto of the former ultramontane 
deputy, Keller, an Alsaciau, published in the Union, 
which declares that the war against us is a ‘ holy war,’ 
and that every shot fired at a German is an ceuvre 
sainte. W’e imagine tliat after this explanation our 
Silesian contemporary will no longer doubt our re8p>ect 
for the Catholic Cljurch, and will not itself desire to 
identify the Catholic causQ with those who thus act and 
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pspeak, and are gTiilty of such a gross abuifie of the con¬ 
ception of holiness.'” 

On my submitting the article to the Chief h© said ; 

“ You still write too bluntly for me. But you told me 
that you were capable of dfelicate irony. Here, how¬ 
ever, ^here i^niuch more irony tl^in^^delicflcy.” (I had 
bnly reproduced iiis^own expressions, which, however, 
shall be avoided in future.) “ Write it all in a differept 
strain. You must write politifally, and in politics the 
object* is not to ^i^e offence.” The Chief then alter^< 
the article in part, the first paragraph assuming the 
following form : “Wo had not believed that at this 
time of day the use of t^he expressions ‘ ultramontane ’ 
and ‘ ultramontanism ’ could lead to any misunder- 
stafiding. W.e imagined that Catholics had as -clear a 
conception of the meanings of those words as the 
members of other Christian communities, and that they 
would understand that no offence was intended to them 
in ftomplaining of the attacks of the Ultramontanes. 
It was on this supposition that wc dealt with the 
opposition of *the party ’fn question to the latest 
development of Gertnjin affairs, and wc are surprised 
to "Irnd that a Silfesian newspaper, notorious for its 
violence of language, has inverted our .meaning, sub¬ 
stituting the Catholic Christian world for the coterie 
which we attacked.” The'Minister struck out the 
adjective “zealous” before “opponents of Germany,” 
and also the following sentence beginning with the 
words “ For the purpose of removing.” The concluding 
peissage read as follows after the JVlinister had corrected 
it: “ In complaining of the tjltramontane^ we were 
thinking, as we expressly stated, <.of the party of the 
Miinchener Volka^ten and similar organs, whose 
.glanderous jibes stir up tl|e Germans against each 
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other, and Vho encouraged ^ "the French to attaci 
Gferme^y and are p^My responsible for the present 
war, inasmuch as they represented Freifch .victory* td be 
easy and certain, and tjie German people to be dis¬ 
united ; we had *in mind the priests of^Upper Alsace 
and the FrSnch prists who instigated the country 
population to murderous attacks upon our troops in 
whifeh they themselves took part; we had further in 
^ew those priests who •sullied the cloth, sneakipg into 
—our camp as* spies under pretence oT bringing the last 
consolation to the dying, and who are at the present 
moment being tried by court martial for this conduct ; 
and we were also tjiinking of. a manifesto published in 
the Union by the former ultramontone deputy, K(^ller,» 
an AJsacian, in which the present war was represented* 
as a crusade, and every shot fired at a Germafi as an 
ceuvre sainte. We imagine that the’Silesian journal in 
question will hardly succeed in obtaining credence 
when it casts doubt upon our respect for the Catholic 
Church. It will not desire to Wentify the cause of 
Catholicism with that of men who hhve been guilty 
of such a wicked abuse of sacred things and of genuine 
faith.” 

The Chief dined with thd'^King to-day, but after¬ 
wards joined us at table, where he complained of the 
way in which the smaller potentates worried “ their ” 
Chancellor with all sorts of questions and cohnsels, 
“ until Prince Charles noticed my appealing glance and 
saved me from their clutches.” 

After dinner a gentleman who has come from Paris, 
supposed, to be a Spanish diplomat, succeeded in 
obtaining an interview with the Chancellor, and re¬ 
mained with him for a long time. Like other gentle¬ 
men who have come f^om the city he will not be 
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^owed to rettirn. S#me of us considet-ed the visit 
rather suspicious. 

'Burnside ,ca»ie in w/iire we were at tea. He wishes 
to leave here and go tt) Brussels, in order to find apart¬ 
ments for his wife, who is now at Geneva. He says 
that Sheridan ‘has left for Swv’zarland* and Italy. 
Apparently the AJmeHcans can do nothing further* in 
the way of negotiations. The general wished to-se^ 
the Chief again this evening. I dissuaded him, 
pointing out that*'although, owing to his great rcgar^^.* 
for the Americans, the Chancellor would receive him if 
he were announced, yet consideration ought to be paid 
to the heavy pressure up:)oji his time., This was quite in 
taccord with the Chiefs wishes, as on my being sum- 
jnoned to him.at 10.30 p.m. he said: “As you. know 
Burnside, please point out to him how much I am 
occupied, but in ^ch a way that he >vill not think I 
have prompted you. He never quite finishes what he 
has got to say, but alway keeps back something for 
another tirpe. It is enly fair that he should know how 
busy I am, and* that I am *’a matter of fact man. I 
have a weakness for thcise Americans, and they know it, 
but tliey ought to 'have some consideration for me. 
Point that out to l\im, alfd say that I-must make short 
work of nt, even with crowned heads. * Besides, I require 
six or seven hours daily for nly work, and must there¬ 
fore remain at it until late into the night.’’ ♦ 

Thursday, October IZth .—Read and made use'^of a 
report from Rome giving the result of the plebiscite, 
which shows that there is no longer any Papal party 
there. It would appear as if the whol^ political 
oergamsation of the Papal State has fallen into dust, like 
a oorpjse that, after remaining unchaAged for a thousand 
year®, in ita leaden shell, has ^een suddenly exp>osed to 
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the air. The3ie is nothing left it—not a memory noi^ 

eA^n a void whi^ it hat^Ued. * The voting^wllich had 1 
to be jcenducted according to-the Italian Constiti^tion,' 
is a voluntary manifestation of opinions which either 
involve no sacrifice or a* very” slight one, except, of 
course, to tho cmigi'alLts.“ So far as thesd opinions in¬ 
dicate an antipathy* to the poHtical r4(jivxe of tl^e’ 
Papacy, there can be no possibility of a reaction. On 
the .other hand, wheth^- the Romans will desire to l)c 
- to remain subjects of the King otfTtaly will depend, 
so far as the permanence oP his rule is concerned, upon 
the manner in which they are governed. 

I received this report from the Chancellor, with 
instructions to utilise it in the press. The statistical 
information, however, was all that was. to be taken. . 
“ It would appear therefrom,” he added, “ th&t therd 
has been some trickery. But do net draw any moral 
against either the Pope or Italy.” 

To judge by a letter from Saint Louis, dated' the 
13th of September, national senftimeut amongst the 
Gerimiiis in America wouhb seem to have been gi’catly 
stimiilatcd by the success of th? ^ar, and to be now 
much stronger than their republican leanings. ' A 
German w'ho has .lived here fo? twenty years, who was 
» formerly your deadly foe, but whose ideal you n«w are,” 
thus enthusiastically addresses the Chancellor : “ For¬ 
ward, Bismarcki Hurrah for Germany I. Hurrah for 
Willfim the First, Emperor of Germany! ” Bravo ! 
But it appears that our Democrats must emigrate before 
they can be brought to entertain such feelings. 

The conversation at dinn er was not of particular 
interest to-day. While taking our coffee, the Chancellor 
again'read us a portion of a letter from “Johanna” 

\ (his wife), which contained some very severe judgments 
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Kipon. the French, referring, amongst other things, to 

Paris as* a[j “ abominabfe Babol.” r ^ r, • 

' I^riday, October l^th .—Busy working for •the post 
up to midday. Tetegraphed afterwards to London 
and Brussels respecting the 'false assertions of Ducrot 
in thfc Ijihert&. Also reported! ith^t General Boyer, 
‘^azaine’s first adj^utstiit, had arrived at Versailles 
Metz for the purpose of negotiating witb us. 'The 
Chief, however, does not seem to wish to treat serioosly 
with fiim, at leaS’fc to-day. He said in * the bureau-^ 
“What day of the month is it?” “The 14th, Ex¬ 
cellency.” “ Ah, that was Hochkirchen and Jena, days 
of disaster for Prussia. We must not begin any 
business to-day.” It may also be observed that to-day 
is a Friday. 

‘ At-dinner the Chief, after thinking for a moment, 
said,* smiling ; “‘I have a lovely idea in connection 
with the conclusion of peace. It is to appoint an 
International Coxirt for the trial of all those who have 
instigated the war, newspaper writers, deputies, senators, 
and ministers.” •' Abeken added that Thiers would also 
be indirectly invol-t?ed, especially on account cf his 
ChaiSvinistic HistoThf of the Consulate and Emjnre. 
“ The Emperor also,” sa^d the Chief. - “ He is not quite 
so innocent as he wants to make but. My idea was 
that each of the great Powers should appoint an equal 
number of judges, America, England, Russia and so 
forth, and that we should be the prosecutors. Bu*! the 
English and the Russians would of course not agree to 
it, so that the Court might after all be composed of the 
two nations who have suffered most from thp war, that 
18 to say, of Frenchmen and Germans.” The Minister 
also said : “ I have read the article in the IndSp&ndance 
which C-rammont is (believed to have written. 
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He blames ua^for not having set; Napoleon at liberty alk 
Sedan, and he not pleased at our marchiry^ 6n Paris, ■ 
inste^i.of merely occupying• Alsace aijd Lorrainp as a* 
pledge. I thought at first it might have come from 
Beust or some other good friefid in Austria, but I am 
now convinced tfiatiA itr must have beon^writtea by a 
Fj^gnchman.” * He gave his reasons for this opinion, an^ 
then continued ; “ His argument, would be just if his 
assumption were correct, namely, that we really did not 
^ant Alsaee, but only an indemnity! But as it is it 

be better to have Paris Jis well as Alsace as pledges. 
^When one wants soinething decent the pledge can 
never be of too great value.” 

A reference was’ made to Boyer, who created a great . 
sensation in the town, where the uniforni of a French . 
general has not been seen for a long time past, and 
who was greeted by the crowd with.shouts of “'Vive 
la France I ” He declared, it is said, that the army in 
Metz remained faithful to the Emperor, and would Have 
nothing to do with the republic ^f Parisian lawyers. 
The Chancellor also exprtfesed himself to this effect, 
addiiig : “The General is one^cff those people who 
become suddehly lean when they ^ow excited. * Un¬ 
questionably he is also a thoi»ugh scoundrel, but he 
i can still blush.” *In reading the fpllowing ^further 
remarks by the Minister,* it must be remembered that 
Gambgtta had already preached war d outrance^ and 
that the Parisian press almost daily recommended some 
new infamy. 

The Chancellor referred to various horrors that had 
again been* committed ’recently by bands of guerillas. 
He quoted the proverb, Wie es in den Wald schallt, 
so schecdlt es toieder heraus, (The wood re-echoes what 
is shouted into it,) ^d sa^ that to shon! any considera- 
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i^on to tBese treachercwas franctireurs wa<» a “ culpable 

U laziness^ii\, killing.” “'it is treason to our countrj^.” 
“ Our people a^e very; good marksmen, but bad axecu- 
tioners. Every village in which an act of treachery has 
been committed should be biS'rnt to the ground, and all 
the ml^le inhabitants hanged.” '' k ‘ 

^ Count Bismarck-Bohlen then"related that the village 
of Hably, where a squadron of Silesian hussars was set 
upon by franctireurs with the knowledge of the* in¬ 
habitants so that “ihey only succeeded in bringing away 
eleven horses, was actually burnt to the ground. The 
Chief, as was only right and proper, commended this 
act of energy. 

c Bohlen further stated that sixty Bavarian infantry- 
, men who were with the cavalry detachment had not 
kept jwoper watch, and that when the franctireurs 
poured in from «U sides at 3‘ o’clock in the morning 
they took %o their heels. The Chief said; “ That fact 
shoiild be published in order that we may take proper 
precautions later when we enter into a military 
convention with’Bavaria.” 


The Chancellor’s 'policy appears to be hampered by 
othef influences. He said at table : “ It is really a great 
nuisance that I must fltet discuss every plan I form 
with five or six ..persons, who as a Vule know nothing • 
about the matter. I must listen to their objections, 
and am forced to refute them politely. In this way I 
have been recently obliged to spend three whole 'days 
over an stffair that I could otherwise have settled in 


“ three minutes. It is exactly as if I began to give my 
opinion on the position of a battery, and th.e officer— 
whose business I do not understand—were obliged to 
reply to my argument.” 

The Chief afterwards relatfd the following: “Moltk§ 
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and Jloon wei^ with me yesterdgiy, and explained to^ 
them piy ideas.\ Roon,^who ife accustomed to Parlia-1 
mentsy^ procedme, silent and let ^ me'speak, ^d < 

then agreed with what I said. ‘.Molk,’* whose jJrofile 
resembles more apd more’'*every day that of a bird of 
prey, also appeared tb be listening. But^ when .,1 had 
fird^hed he citoie out) with something utterly differenf,* 
and.I saw that he had not paid the least attention ix> 
my explanation, but had on the contrary been spinning 
^<5tit some ideas of his own which had ^i^thing to db with 
the matter. ‘ Molk ’ is an Aceedingly able man, and I 
am convinced that whatever he gave his attention to ho 
would do well. But for years past he has devoted him¬ 
self to one sin^gle subject, and he has come to have no ^ 
head and no interest for anything else. It put me Ito a 
temper to find I had been talking to deaf earf}, but I 
took my revenge. Instead of repeating my explanation 
I observed to Boon : ‘ You have given me yoar opinion, 
therefore you have followed what I said. ' Will you now 
have the kindness to explain the niptter once more ? ’ ” 
Sunday, October KSth* —This morning 1 received 
another letter from Bamberger,-* who writes from 
Lausanne. He thinks Bismarck can do what he likcs if 


he will only follo.w a sound Gtrman policy, that is to 
say, “if a United German Stafe ^ is now, firmly 
established.” “In Germcaiy people are convinced that 
this solution rests with the Chancellor of tfie Confedera¬ 
tion, \ind all opposition oflfered to it is attributed by 
public opinion to the Minister. People say to them¬ 
selves that if Count Bismarck did not secretly encourage . 
that opposition it would not dare to manifest itself in 
such a great crisis.” , Finally Bamberger asked whether 
he shfiuld come here. At his request I submitted a 
yiiTiber of points in his ^letter to the ’Minister. The 
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£ ief saitf fie ^ould be very pleased to ^e Bamberger 
re, as. his local knowledge of Paris® would be vejy 
)ful once* we ^ot in the .city. Then he can 'also on 
his rdturn e:^hiin map^ things in his own circles which 
it would be difficult to write. c*rt is strange, though, that 
they §hould <tlpnk I do not deffrc- to see Gennany 
efnited. The caus^ iscHot progress' ng as it ought to j(^, 
oVing to the constant tergiversation of Bavaria .and 
WUrtemberg, and because we do not know exactly whSt 
King Lewis thinks, For the same reasons^ if this un ity_ 
is at length secured, many things to which many people 
look forward will still be wanting.” 

Monday, Octohor 17tli .—In the evening we were 
told to pack our boxes, and that the carriages were to 
take their place behind those of the King’s suite opposite 
* the Prefecture’, in case of an alarm in the night. A 
sortio has been expected since yesterday. 

Tuesday, October ISth .—The Chief took lunch with 
us to-day, a thing which has seldom happened recently. 

The Chief then read a number of particularly 
edifying private, letters to the Emperor Napoleon which 
had been published by the Provisional Government, his 
couHpents upon them also containing occasional 
references to personages in Berlin. The Minister said, 
with reference to h letter from Pourtales : “ Schleinitz , 
was very discreet in speaking of his colleagues, but 
being a vain old coxcomb he was exceedingly loquacious 
with women of all sorts and conditions.” (Turning to 
DelbrUck :) “ You should just have a glance at the police 
reports which Manteuffel had prepared on this subject.” 

The Minister afterwards referred to a statement in 
the Kraj, and in. connection therewith to the Poles in 
general. He spoke a good deal about the victories of 
the Great Elector in the East, and the alliance with 
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Charles the T«nth of Sweden, which had promised 


great .advantage. It ^yias a ^ity, howevej, that his] 
relationa with Holland*prevented him frpm followin^up^ 
those advantages and fully availing hidiself of t*hem. 
He would otherwise hav^ had a good prospect of 
extending hi» powt;r V Western Poland# *0n Dolbrtlck 


remarking thaT; then yAissia would ncrt have remained V 
German State, the Chief replied ; “ It would not have 


don® any great harm. ,In that case there would have 
J^^n a nortfliern State somewhat siraflar to Austria in 
the South. Poland would have been for us what 


Hungary is to Austria.” This observation reminded 
me of what he had previously said on one occasion, 
namely, that ,lie had advised the Crown Prince to have , 
his son. taught the Polish language, whic^h, howeve^, to . 
his regret, was not done. « ’ • 

Wednesday, Octohef \^th .—At dinner, at which 
Count Waldersee joined us, the Minister remArked : “ It 
would be a good plan if the inhabitants of a few sqtiare 
miles of those districts where our treops are fired at from 
behind hedges, and wheref the rails are loosened and 
stonee laid upon the railway lii\p8^ were transported to 
Germany and *kept under close watch there. ” B?(fher 
related how, op his journey hither, an officer had borrowed 
his revolver and played with it ost;pntatiously while 
they were passing under “a bridge from which French 
scampe were accustomed to spit down upon our people. 
The Chief exclaimed ; “ Why play % He should have 
waited till they had done it, and then fired at them.” 

If I rightly understand, Weimar had commanded ” 
the Chan<;^or to call 'upon him this evening, as he 
wished to obtain information on sorhe subject. The 
CHef'said: “I sent him word that I was detained by 
^y health and the boBin^s of State.” 
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Waldersee understSi^s that, during t5ie burning of •- 
the Palaceof Saint Cloud, som'fe (jf the ihinor Prindes had 
“ slt'vssd for ot^femselves ” various “ souvenirs,’** ^ch as 
teases, trinkets and bopks, b^at were forced to return 
them byorde^of the Crown Princej^, Bohlen made some 
qutrageous jokes upo^i the Weimar Orde^' of the White 
Ealcon, which led to a discussion on Orders in genSfal, 
and the plentiful crop" of this species of fruit v hich many 
peoplq, have already harvested. “Yes,” said the Chi^f, 
“such quantities of tinplaj^ ! If it were only possfblU"^ 
to give away the Orders of which one has too many ! To 
you, for instance. Dr. Busch. How would you like it ? ” 
“No, thank you. Excellency,” I replied; “very many 
thinks. But, yes ; if I could have one of those that you 
h^ve worn yourself, as a memento, that would be some¬ 
thing different. Otherwise I do not want any.” 

Thursday, October 20th. —Morning and afternoon 
bus^^ writing various articles and telegrams. 

The arrest of Jacoby by the military authorities was 
one of the subjects' discussed at dinner, and the Chief 
once more expressed great doubts as to its expediency. 
Bismarck-Bohlen was highly pleased that “ the chatter¬ 
ing scoundrel had been locked up ! ” The Chancellor’s 
reply was very characteristic. He said: “I am not 
at all' pleased. • A party man might be, because it 
would gratify his vindictiveness. A statesman knows 
no such feeling. In politics the only qqpstion 
is, what good result wiU it do to ill-treat a political 
opponent 1 ” <• 

Some one remarked that the, Grand Duke of Weimar 
was very angry because the Chief had not gone to see 
him as desired, whereupon the Minister tugied to 

Keudell, and ^d rather sharply: “ Tell-(I could 

not catch the name) immediately that I was indignaHt 
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at his Gracious Master makiag such claims upon 
time 'and health, and* ^hat he should haVe such ai^ 
erroneous idea of the duties whith I ha\%e to disclmfge.” 

“ I can now understand Ispw poor Wartsdorf came to die 
so young.” Thp Gob^rger worries me aimost t^much. 
He has written ihe^ a twelve-pfjge^ letter on German 
p^itics, but I have given him a proper answer. I tdld 
him that of all the points he mentioned there was only 
^ne whieh had not beeh long since dealt with, acid that 
oUe was not worth dismissing. He did us a good service, 
however, in 1866. It is true that previously he was bad 
enough—when he wished to be Epiperor of Germany, 
and put himself at the head'of a secret shooting club. 
At that time'I seriously intended to have him kidnapped 
by a regiment of hussars and brought to Magdeburg, and 
I submitted my proposal to the King^ He is eat^n up 
with vanity.” The Minister then related that the Duke 
had ordered a picture to be painted of himself as the 
victor of Eckernforde, seated on a prancing charger with 
a bombshell exploding at Ims feet ; whi^e, as *a matter of 
fact, he did not on that occasion* display any heroism, 
but, on the contrary, kept at a respectable distance*from 
gunshot—which was quite ^ sensible thing for him 
to do.” ■ ■ . 

The German hberal pvess is still uneasy with respect 
to the arrest of Jacoby. The Chief seems to consider it 
of great importance that his view of the affair should 
not be misunderstood, and that it should be generally 
adopted. The Weser Zeituiig of the 16 th instant, . 
which arrived to-day, has an article which criticises the 
Minister’s* previous declarations on this subject in a 
hostile spirit. It concludes as follows : “ To sum up, 
we must hold to oUr view that Jacoby has been treated 
fuijustly, and although \^e anticipate no fearful conse- 

3 2 



THE JACOBY^AFFAIR. 


[Oct. 20,^870 


l^uences from this acti^^, we neverthe^^fe regret this 
►/episode in the history of a glorioi^ epoch.” 

The Chief 4j'^t.ated the* following reply :— 

“The Weser Zeitung of the 16th instant heads its 
columns with ^n article which spca^^s c5f the advice for- 
yoirded to the Konisberg magistrates by the Chancellor 
of the Confederation, through the'Chief President Vt»n 
Horn, respecting the Jacoby affair. Be good enough to 
permit, a few words of explanation in connection ^Vith, 
that criticism. Thb remark^of the Weser Zeitung refer 
to two different subjects. The statement of the Chan¬ 
cellor in his communication to the Chief President is a 


purely theoretical discussion as to whether action inad- 
' miscible in peace may not be taken - by military 
■autihorities after war has actually broken ouh. The 
opinion^ therein expressed are almost the same as those 
whicli must have been entertained by the We^er Zeitung 
itself when it remarked, ‘ We can easily conceive cases 
in which we should be prepared with all our hearts to 
grant not 'only an ihdemnity but a vote of thanks for 
the somewhat illegal arrest of any worthless individual 
whq ^obstructed this llt>ly war.’ That is exactly the 
opinion of the Chancellor. If that much were not 
granted, it would then be impossible on an invasion of 
North Cerman territory to deliver battle on our own 
soil, unless some extensive and entirely uninhabited 
heath were discovered and retained for the purpose,, and 
even then the proprietor of that piece of ground would 
be afterwards able to chum compensation for the damage 
done to his property. , 

“ Either the authorities entrusted with the conduct 
of the military operations must, hotwithstanding the 
actual outbreak cof hostilities, be bound by the Constitu¬ 
tion and th§ law, or they mua#be held at liberty to take 
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such reason^le measures as t^ey consider necesaarjt 
with a view to^the ful^ment'of their task. Theoreti^ 
cally,. ^his question nrtist be answered with*a bare ^flfir^ 
mative or negative. If it be ahswered’in the negative 


it is hard to say by how many judicial officials every 
detachment -of the hghting force on native soil would 
haye to be • accompanied, and what legal formalitfes 
gone through in the case of each separate house and 
pei;pon before the mihtary authorities could feel that 
*fhey were" jjonstitutionally within .fiheir rights? in the 
course they desired to adopt. If the question is 
answered in the affirmative, then it must be recognised 


that it is impossible to codify the regulations governing 
the discretionary power which must be vested in the^ 
military commander in war, in such a rnanner thaff the 
general or soldier who executes his orders on native W1 
can in every instance refer to the particular paragraph 
of the Constitution or the law justifying his*action. 


“ The Chancellor of the Confederation cannot possibly 


have had any other intention than to lay down the 
principles just stoted thecfretically, since, as a constitu¬ 
tional Prussian Minister of Statq, h is not competent for 
him to expre’ss any opinion as to Avhcther the mihtary 
commander has acted rightl)> in exercising the power 
^. vested in him, or as to the extent to which he ijiay have 
exercised it. The military governors, who are appointed 
before the outbreak of war, are neither nontinated by the 
Mirfister nor are they under his control. They are, on 
the contrary, appointed without his concurrence on the 
authority of the commander-in-chief, like all other 
military cOmmanders. * The Chancellor of the Confedera¬ 
tion and the othqr Ministers of State are not the 
supefiors of the military governors, and the latter would 
not obey the directions ^f the Ministers, but only those 





THE CHANCELl^ES POSITfOA^ [Oct. 20,1870 


the' miStar}^authorities which rSach ^em without 
nny Ministerial co-opera^k)n, 

“It is therefore an eutirely ^unpractical coiAse for 
those 4^ho consider themselves unjustly treated under the 
orders of the military aruthorities to direct their com¬ 
plaints to the Ministers of State. ^ They can,only demand 
redress from the military supericjrs' of those against 
whom they enter complaint. It may therefore be tajcen 
for granted that the Chancellor of the Confederation 
has no<t considered himself to' be in a _po-sition to 
officially express an opiniorr'^ on ‘the expediency of the 
course adopted in a single instance, such as that of 
Jacoby, but has, on the contrary, merely dealt from a 
theoretical standpoint, with the question whether, during 
'war And in the interest of its successful prosecution, the 
aqr«8t of individuals whose action in the judgment of 
the rpilitary authorities is injurious to us and advan¬ 
tageous to the enemy is temporarily permissible. 

‘t Stated in these general terms, the question can 
hardly be answered in the negative by practical poli¬ 
ticians and ‘feoldiers, although they may entertain many 
scruples both on theoretical and judicial grounds against 
martial law as a whole. ''The concrete question, however, 
whether this right, if it /exists, was properly exercised 
in the case of Jacoby, is as much beyond the competence 
of the Slinistry as, say, the ^question whether it is 
necessary or desirable in delivering hattle on native 
soil to set a particular village on fire, or to airest 
without legal process a private person at a distance of 
__ fifty miles from the battle-field because he is suspected 
of favouring the enemy. A discussion of the means 
by which the military commander could be rendered 
responsible for what the parties concerned may consider 
a false, hasty ot improper course Is foreign to our 
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purpose. have merely been at pai^fe to ^bow that 

tlw conatitution?^^ attribi^es of the Ministry do cot give^ 
it any^a^ithority to int*rftre directly in 8uch*cases.’^ 

FHday, October 2\st. —The h*eif,vy which Began 

early this morning increa^d as* the day wore on. We 
did not allow thie To ^disturb us, howler. Ys^rious 
arti^iles were completed* including*oirg on the departufo 
of the Nuncio and other diplomats from Paris. * 

• At lunch Keudell stated that the French artillery 
h^d destroyerl the porcelain factory,at Sevres. • Hatz- 
felSt told us that his moth5r-in-law, an American lady 
who had remained in Paris, had sent him good news 
respecting the ponies of which he had often spoken to 
us. They were fine and fat. The question was whe¬ 
ther she should now eat them. He was about to answer, 

“ Yes, in God’s name ! ” but he intended to get tjie pincw 
of these animals included in the indemnity to be.paid 
by the French Government. 

Between 1 and 2 o’clock the firing seemed to have 
approached the woods to the nortji of the town. The 
artillery fire was severe, th<» reports follawing*each other 
in rapid succession, while the rattle of the mitrailleuse 
could also be Recognised. It gave/ the impressioi^ that 
a regular battle had developed^ aud was drawing nearer 
to us. The Chief ordered his horse’to be saddled, and 
rode off. The rest of us .also followed in the direction 
in which the fight seemed to be raging. We say^ the 
famiKar white clouds that accompany .shell fire rise and 
burst in the air to the left, over the wood through which 
the road to Jardy and Vaucresson l^ds. Orderlies were . 
galloping ^tilong the roAd thither, and a battalion was 
marching towards t^e point where the engagement was 
taking place. The fight continued until after 4 o'clock, 
and then one only* heart^ isolated discharges from the 
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RIarge fort on Mont Vat^rien, and finally tk?ey too ceased. 
As was bn\y natural, great ex«?tement'prevaile(J duritig 
the afternoop aoaongst^thh French in the town, and the 
groups who stood before the houses probably expected 
every moment, as the noise of the firing came nearer 
and nearer, fo' see our troops in full flight before the 
r^d breeches. Tiiey afterwards ""drew long faces trnd 
shrugged their shoulders. 

In the evening the Chief sa?d we ought not to per¬ 
mit groups of people to collec.t in the streets on .the 
occasion of an engagement, and that the inhabitants 
should be ordered in such circumstances to remain 
within doors, the patrols being insl^ructed to fire upon 
those refusing obedience. 

r Sunday, October '22nd .—This has now been" done, 
Voigts-'R.hetz, the Commandant of Versailles, having 
issudd an order to the effect that on the alarm signal 
being given, all the inhabitants must immediately 
return to their houses, failing which the troops had 
received instructions to fire upon them. 

The Parisian Prefect of I^olice, Keratry, has appeared 
in Madrid with the object of submitting^ two proposals 
to General Prim. I’he first is that France and Spain 
should enter into jin offensive and defensive alliance, 
under which the latter country should send an army of 
fifty thousand men to the assistance of the French. The 
object of the alliance would be the common defeime of 
the nations of the Latin race against the supremacy of 
the Germanic race. On Prim declining this strange 
offer (strange inasmuch as tl^e Spanish support of 
France, which but three months before had in the most 
arrogant manner forced its own policy upon Spain, 
wfaold be an unexampled piece of self-renunciation and 
a Qcoaoonception of the clearesf interests of the Spanish 
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^ people), the French intermediar;^ asked that at least aa 
d^ree. ajiould b» issued jiermitting the import *of armal 
into France. This suggestion^was also rejecte/.by ^ 
Prim. ^ * 

The surrender*of^Metz* is expected within the next 
week. Princ?B Fi*(ideri«jk Charles desires* if I rightly 
uii^erstand, a capitulation on the Samfti conditions as ^t’ 
Sedan and Toul ; while the Chancellor, for political 
reasons, is in favour of more considerate treatment of 

• th^ garrison.’ The King seems to hesitate between the 
two courses. 

The Chief said yestorday to the Mayor of Versailles ; 
“No elections, no peace. But the ‘gentlemen of Paris 
will not heai; of them. The American generals who , 
were in Paris with the object of inducing them to fiold . 
the elections tell me that there is no getting them ’td 
consider the matter. Only Trochu smd they word not 
yet so hard pressed that they need enter in*to negotia¬ 
tions,—the others would not hear of them, not evAi of 
submitting the question to the country,” “,I told him 
finally,” said the Minister,* “ that we should have no 
alternative but to come to a#i "‘understanding with 
Napoleon, and to force him back ujfon the French jfgain. 
He did not believe we would do that^, as it would be the 

* grossest insult we could offer them. J replied* that it 
was nevertheless in the iriterests of the \actor to leave 
the defeated nation under a regime which would* have 
to rely solely upon the army. In such circumstances it 
would be impossible to think of foreign wars. In con- 

' elusion, I advised him not to make the mistake of ' 
thinking tJiat Napoleon had no hold upon the people. 
He had the army on his side. Boye'r had negotiated 
with me in the najme of the Emperor. How far the 
present Grovemment in Paris had the support of the 
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people remain^ to be seen. The rural population could 
hardly share the opinion th^t peace^,^ was not ^ to be 
thodght ofr He then ga's^e his cf\vn view respecfipg the 
conditions of peace, nQ.ihely, the razing of their fortresses 
and ours, and the disarmament of bot^ countries in pro- 
portioia. to tlfe population, &c. As •! told him at the 
commencement, these people have po right conceptiojo, of 
what war really is.” 

The Nouvelliste being now the only newspap^' 'in 
Versailles, and ag it sensibly avoids unnecessarity 
hurting the patriotic sentiments of the French, the 
people here take some account ^f it. Lowensohn tells 
us that the number of copies sold varies, some issues 
have been quite cleared out, while of others he has 
only thirty to fifty, and of yesterday’s 150 copies 
Off han^. Up to the present his weekly balance shows 
no loss. 

In the evening wrote an article for the Norddeutsche 
in which the following ideas are developed. The first 
condition upon whicfi the Chancellor of the Confedera¬ 
tion insisted in. speaking to the various persons who 
have desired to negotiate with him respecting peace was 
the election of an Assembly representing the will of 
France. He addressed the same dergand to the emis¬ 
saries of the Republicans and to the Imperialists, and<- 
to another third party. He desires to grant all possible 
facilities for thus consulting the wishes of the popula¬ 
tion. The form of government is a matter of entire 
indifference to us. But we can only deal with a real 
. Government recognised by the nation. 

The Nouvelliste will shortly pubhsh the following 
ideais in a French dress : “ At the, present moment in 
France, events are constantly occurring which are not 
only opposed to common aen^e, but are frequently an 
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outrage on all^moral feeling. Former ^uaves, 

^^4 Fr<^nchmen, serve without scruple *in the 

army of *a Republic whkjJi is governed by 'Voltairians. 
Garibaldi comes to Tours, and offejs, as'*lle' says, What 
remains of his bfe to the‘service of France. He can 
hardly have fcy:gottei? that this same Rrtihce, t’^enty 
yearn before, deetroyed^ Wie Roman’.Republic, while the' 
wounds which it inflicted upon his ^country at Montana’ 
mvrat^be still fresh in his memory. Nor can we have 
_ forgotten how. his native "town of Nic(^was filched*from 
the Italian fatherland by*thi5f>same France, and that it 
is at the present moment only restrained by a state of 
siege from throwing off the French yoke.” 

Delbrtick mentiobed that during the preliminary 
negotiations for the reorganisation of Germany, Bavatia 
laid claim to a kind of joint participation in t^ie rtf- 
presentation of the Federal State in foreign countries, 
the Bavarian idea being that when the Prussian, or 
rather the German, Minister or Ambassador w'as absent, 
the Bavarian representative should Jiave the conduct of 
affairs. The Chief said ; “No, whatevcB they like, but 
that i^’really impos.sible. The question is not what 
Ambassador we b^re to have, but what instructions Ive* is 
r 'to receive, and under that arrangement there would be 
v^wo Ministers for Foreign Affairs in Germany.”, The 
Count then proceeded to further develop this point of 
view, illustrating it by examples. , , 

M^xday, October 2^th .—Strange news comes from 
Marseilles. It appears that the Red Republicans have 
there gained the upper hand. Esquiros, the Prefect of the 
Mouths of the Rhone, belongs to this variety of French 
Republicans. He ha^ suppressed the Gazette du Midi, 
becausei the clubs of his party maintain that it favours 
the candidature of ’ the Comte de ChAmbord, whose 

A 
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. proclamation it has published. He hes also expelle<^ 
the Jefeuite. A decree'’ has l^een issued by Gajnbe^ta, . 
d^'^aring the ^Prefect te ‘be disfeiissed, and hi&^ measures 
against the newspaper mentioned and the Jesuits to * 
be abrogated. Esquiros, however, supported by the 
working classes, has declined to obey this order of the 
tjovemment Delegation at Tour^; and continues ta hold 
his post. The Gazette du Midi is still suppressed, and 
the Jesuits are expelled. Just as little heed was paid to 
Gambetta’s decide disbanding the Civic-Guard, which — 
was recruited from Red Republicans, and is not to be 
confounded with the Marseilles National Guard. The 
Chief remarked with reference to this news : “It looks 
as if things were tending towards civil war ; and it is » 
possible that we may shortly have a Republic of South 
"^France.” I worked up this news into paragraphs, 
written in the sense of the foregoing comment. 

At 4 "o’clock M. Gauthier, who comes from Chisle- 
hutst, called upon the Chancellor. 

Tuesday, October 25 th. —This morning the Chief 
said, in reference to a statement in the Pays mention¬ 
ing an indemnity oY three and a half milliards ; Non- 
sefifte 1 I shall demand much more than that! ” 

During dinner the'feubject of “William Tell ” was \ 
introcLuced, I cannot now remember how, and th-c 
Minister confessed that, even as a boy, he could not 
endure that character ; first, because he shot, at his 
own son, and secondly, because he killed Gessler in a 
treacherous way. “ It would have been more natural 
and noble to my mind if, instead of shooting at the 
boy, for after aU the best archer might hit him instead 
of the apple, ° he hsid immediately shot down the 
Governor. That would have been legitimate wrath 
provoked by a cruel comm^d. But the lurking ^d 
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^ skulking ia notHo my taate. It i% not the proper style 
for^ her^, not ev%n for frsmctireurs.” ^ ^ 

Two* copies of the JSfouvelliHe ^tq, pastcd^up daily^in 
different parts of the town^ and are*read by the people, 
although, when a Ger^jaan phases ty, the group engaged 
in perusing thSm gVfjets^him with such* criticisrfts as^ 
“ Mmisonges ! ” or “ impossible ! ”* One of Stieber’fj 
attendant spirits, or some other guardian of the truth, 
ca^bt a working man tc^-day in the act of writii^ the 
• word “ Blague” on one.of ^he copies^posted up in the 
neighbourhood of the Prefecture. It is said that ho is 
to bo transported to Germany. 

Wednesday, October 26t/i.—rin the morning I trans¬ 
lated Granvillejs despatch for the King, and afterwards 
prepared an abstract of it for the press. The latter 
was accompanied by the remark that we had eiiready* 
twice offered the French' an armistice on favourable 
terms, once through Favre, and again, on the 9th of 
October, through Burnside, but that they would hot 
accept it because we desired it. dSien telegraphed to 
London, that Thiers is receiving a safe Conduct to our 
headquarters and permission to paoceed thence to Paris.. 
Also that the Comte de Chambord ^had a meeting‘at 
Coppet with the Comte de Paris. 

In the evening I wrote another article on *he in¬ 
structions of the Chief to’ the following effect. It is 
rumoi^ifed that Vienna diplomacy has agidn taken steps 
to induce the Germans to grant an armistice. We find 
it difiicult to credit this report. Tfie only advantage 
to the French of an armistice at the present moment 
would be to. strengthen their resistance and to render 
it more difficult for os to enforce the conditions which 
we recognise as essential. Can that ^ be the object 
' Anatria has in view in faking this measiue ? The 
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following consideraticftis are of an obyiSus nature. If 
th.^ authcKities in Vienna dejfti^e us o^ the fruitfe of *our 
victory, if are prevented from securing "that safe 
western frontier wKic^ we are striving to win, a new 
war with Frg.nce is unavoidable, 01 rhther the continua- 
jtion of the one thus interruftted.' It" is quite clear 
rwhere in such circumstaiices Frknce would seek SUies 
and probably find them. It is equally certain tliat in 
that pase Germany would not' wait until the recbvff.ry 
of France from ^ler present chaotic condition, which 
would be promoted by a cessation of the war now in 
progress. Germany would be obliged to deal first with 
this future ally of Frfmce and to seek to render it 
powerless, and the latter standing alone would have to 
bear the cost of its own act in preventing us from at¬ 
taining our present object. In other words, it might 
then happen that Austria would have to compensate us 
by the cession of Bohemia for the loss of Lorraine, which 
it once before alienated from the German Empire. 

Firiday, Octohii' —In the afteruoon Moltke 

sent the Chief a j:elegram which reported that the 
capitulation of Metz was signed to-daj^ at 12.45 p.m. 
The French army k^us made prisoners number 
in all 173,000 men,” including^ 16,000 sick and 
wounded. Bennigsen, Friedenthal, and Von Blanken- 
burg, a friend of the Chancellor’s in^his youth, joined 
us at dinner. From the French officers captured at 
Metz and their approaching transportation to Germany, 
the conversation turned upon General Ducrot and his 
disgraceful escape from Pont k Mousson. The Minister 
said : “ He has written me a long letter explaining that 
there is no foundation for the charge of breach q.f faith 
we have brought against him, but he has not materially 
modified my view of the case(” The Chief then related 
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• that Tocently^an “intermediary of Gambetti^’s ” had* 
called‘i^on hiid, and ^ that towards the ciose o^the 
converssCtion he asked whether we wouhi ^ecognis^ ♦the 
Republic. “ I replied,” cctfitinuc^ fhe Chief, “ certainly, 
without any doubt or hesitation. Not i>nly the Re¬ 
public, but, if you»lik(^* a Gambotta dynasty ; only it. 
must secure us the ad-^antages of a safe* peace.” “ Or fcfr 
thg. diatter‘of that any dynasty, whether it be a Bleich- 
rQ^et or a Rothschild one.” , • 

jriie Nouvelliste is to* be stopped, and to be replaced 
by a journal of larger size bearing the title, Moniteur 
Officiel de Seine et Oise', which will be published at the 
expense of the Government. * 

Saturday, > October ‘2,^th. —At dinner our great suc¬ 
cess at Metz was discu.ssed. “ That exactly doubles thq ' 
number of our prisoners,” said the Minister—np, it 
does more. We now have in Germany the army which 
Napoleon had in the field at the time of the battleg of 
Weissenburg, Worth, and Saarbrlicken, with the ex¬ 
ception of those whom w(j killed.* The tre/bps which 
the French now have were afterguards brought from 
Algiei^s and Rome, and newly re(Aui,ted, together wjth a 
few thousand men under Vin<^y who made off before 
Sedan. We have'also nearly aU thtfir generals.” The 
*Chief then said Napoleon ^had requeste’d that Marshals 
Bazaine, Leboeufj and Canrobert, who had been taken 
at M^fz, should be sent to him at Wilhelmshdhe. The 
Minister added : “ That would make a whist party. I 
have no objection, and shall recomnffend the King to do 
80.” He then went oru to say that so many extra¬ 
ordinary events which no one could, have imagined 
previously were now *of dady occurrence that one might 
regard the most wonderful as being within the range of 
possibility. “ Amongst |>ther things it might well 
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.happen^that we should hold a Germa^t Reichstag in.^ 
Vei^illeSj^hile Napoleon migj;^t 8umiii(in the Legislative 
Chppber and t]ie Senate to Caslel to consider tSxe terms 
of peace. Napoleon is convinced that the former 
representative body is still legally^ in existence, an 
(^inioa agaiiTst which there is \ittle to be said, and that 
' ]je could summon it to meet -v^hercver he likedc—of 
course, however, only in France. Cassel would be a 
debatable question.” The Chiqf then said that he had 
invite'd the repres'entatives of the parties •* with whom 
it is possible to discuss matters ”—Friedcnthal, Bcnnig- 
sen, and Blankenburg—to come here in order to 
ascertain their views Respecting a session of our 
, Parliament at Versailles. “ I was obliged to omit the 
, Progressist party, as they only desire what_ is not 
‘possible. They are like Russians, who eat cherries in 
winter and want* oysters in summer. When a Russian 
goes into a shop he asks for Kaknjc hud, that is to say, 
for‘what does not exist.” 

After ^the first ,course Prince Albrecht, the father, 
came in and took a seat oh the Chiefs right. The old 
gentleman, like a ^ genuine Prussian Prince, always 
gallant and loyal to his duty, has pressed forward with 
his cavalry beyopd Orleans. He .tells us that the 
engagement in Ch^teaudun was “ hbrrible.” He warmly 
praised the Duke of Meiningen, who had also shirked 
no danger or privation. On this the Chief remarked ; 
“ I have nothing to say against Princes who go with 
the army and as qfficers and leaders share the dangers 
• and hardships of the soldiers. But I should ptefer to 
see those who load around here at Pucklei'’8 expense, 
and who 6ir6 mere spectators of tho man-hunt, anywhere 
rather than at headquarters. It is all the m<Sre un- 
{deasant to me to have thein here, as they storm me 
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^with questiona^nd force wise cortpsels upon me^respect-’ 
ing miitters that are ip coufse of development^nd 
which ase now being worked dut.,” . . . ^ “.May I ^k,” 
said the Prince (doubtless to get* away from this sub¬ 
ject),“how the Copn^ess is*? ” “ Oh, she ^s quite well,” 

replied the Chief,* “now that our son’is better! Sl^e 
stilUsuflFers frorn her ferocious hatted* of the Gauls, aU 
of whom she would wish to see shot and stabbed to 


de^h, down to the little babies—who after all cannot 
h*^p having such abomiijable parents.5* 


von I 



CJIAPTER XI 


’?HIEES AND' /THE FIRST NEGOTIATIONS-TOR AN 
ARMISTICE AT VERSAILLES 

On the morning of- the 30th of October, while taking 
“a walk along the Avenue de Saint Cloud, I met 
Behnigsen, who was to start for home with Blankenburg 
in' a fe’^ days. On my asking what progress had been 
made in Germapy with the question of unity he said 
that the prospects were very good. The only point 
which the Bavarians still insisted upon was a certain 
degree of independence for their army. The feeling 
amongst the majority of the people was all that could 
be desired. ' ^ 

On my return to tfie house a little after 10 o’clock 
Engel told me that Thiers had arrived shortly before, 
but ha(J left again ' almost immediately. He had com^ 
from Tours, and had only called to get a safe conduct 
throygh our lines, as he wished to go to Par-is. Hatzfeldt 
had breakfasted with Thiers at the Hotel des Reser /oirs, 
and afterwards saw him into the carriage, in which, 
accompanied by Lieutenant von Winterfeldt, he was 
conducted to the French outposts. He told us at lunch 
that Thiers “ still remained the same bright witty old 
gentleman, but was weak as a baby.” Hatzfeldt ha^l been 
the first to recognise him on his calling at our place, 



Oct. 30,^870] 


THIERS’ SIR ST VISIT 


37s 


and told hin^ that the Chief just getting up. 
then, showed diim into, the ’ salou, and informed the 
Mini§£er, who hastily hnished his toilet and shortlj^aftei^ 
wards came down. They were, howeveY,’only together 


alone for a few^ minut^, the’ Chief then instructing 
Hatzfeldt tchinabe theaiecessary prepaEa-i^ons fear Thiers’ 
vi^it to Parig. The^ lliinister afberviards told Hatzfeldt 
that Thiers said to him immediately after they had 


^changed greetings, that he had not come to speak to 
*tiim. “ That strikes me as quiiS natural,’ * added 
riatzfeldt, “ as although 'jJ^hiers would like to conclude 


peace with us (just because it would be Thiers’ peace, 
since he is terribly ambitious) he -does not know what 
the people in Parfs would .say to it.” ^ 

In the meantime the Chief had ridden off with his 
cousin to the review of 9,000 Landwehr Guards whieh 


was being held this morning by the ..King. At .lunch 
the Chief referred to the Landwehr, who had arrived 


that morning, and said they were tall, broad-shouldered 
fellows, who must have impresscql the people of Ver¬ 
sailles. “ The front of one of their, companies is at 


least, hve feet broader than that of a French company, 
particularly in the Pomeranian Landwehr. ' The 
Minister then tprned to Hatzfeldt, and said ; I hope 
you have not mentioned anything about Metz to 
Thiers.” “No, and ho also said nothing about it, 
although there, is no doubt that he knows,” , “ He 
certainly does, but I did not speak about it either. 
Hatzfeldt then observed once more that Thiers was very 
charming in his manner, but had lost nothing of his old, 
vanity arid self-complacency. As evidence of this 
Hatzfeldt mentioned that Thiers had told him that a few 
daya>before he met a peasant whom he asked whether he 
desir^ to see peace concluded, “ Certa.tnly, very much,” 

-T ii 
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^Whether he knew who; he (Thiers) was “ No,” the 
easant replied,, and appealed tc a neighbour wljO’ had 
pn the spene, and who passed as the oldest inhabit¬ 
ant. This ancient was of opinion that M. Thiers must 
be a member, pf the Ctiambeb Hptzfeldt added, “It 
was obvious that Thiers was ang’-y at not being better 
kivown.” 

The Chief went out'for a moment, and brought back 
a case containing a gold pen, which a jeweller of 
Pforzheim presented to him for the purpose' of signing 
the Treaty of Peace. 

At dinner the Chief again spoke at some length of 
the possibility of holding a Session of the German 
^Reichstag at Versailles, while the French Legislative 
Chamber should at the same time meet at Cassel. 
Dhlbrtick observed that the hall of the Diet at Cassel 
would*not be large'enough for such an assembly. “Well 
then,” said the Chief, “ the Senate eould meet some¬ 
where else—in Marburg or Fritzlar, or some similar 
town.” , 

Monday, Octdher 3l5<.—In the morning wrote some 
articles, one of which advocated the idea of an inter¬ 
national court for the'trial of those who had instigated 
this war against us. Also directed attention to the case 
’ of M. Hefxmieux, the commandant of a French battalion, ' 
who like Ducrot had broken his word by making his 
escape^^ from hospital, and whose description was ' {)Ow 
published in the newspapers. 

Gauthier called again at 12 o’clock, and had another 
long interview with the Chief. 

Hatzfeldt announced at tea that on paying a visit 
eacly in the evening at the H6tel' des Reservoirs he 
learned by accident that M. Thiers had returned,’’’and 

bad a^^rwards spoken to ^him. Thiers informed 
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him that on^the day before h^ had been en^^ged froi^ 
fO O'clock at flight i^iil 3 m the morn^g in jpegOjk 
tiating*with the members o'f the Pr<ivi 3 jonal G^yem* 
raent; he rose again ^t 6 a.^. and from that time 
until 2 in the afitemoon deceived visitor^of all descrip¬ 
tions, after ^hicluhe j^Qrove bacjk her^. He ^fishes, to 
hare a conference wifch the Chancellor to-morrow. “ He 
be^an to* speak of disturbances having taken place 
^e^erday in Paris,” oontinued Hatzfeldt, “ bu^ on an 
exclamation of surprise (Reaping Ae he immediately 
changed the subject.” 

In the evening I*%vas instructed to see that the 
decree addressed tp Vogel voi* Falk'enstcin and published 
in the Sta<tts£tnzciger of the 27th instant, was reproduced* 
by our other papers. It was to be accompanied by 
a collection of newspaper reports respecting the ill- 
treatment of German prisoners by the French. I then 
began a second article against Beust’s intervention in 
our quarrel with the French, ba.sed on the suggestions 
of the Chief, who said it was to be “ very sharply 
worded.” This however was not^sent off, as the situa¬ 
tion‘'altered yi the meantime. >1 reproduce the article 
Ijere as being characteristic o^| the position of affairs at 
the moment." It ran as follows :— • 

“ If in a struggle between two Powers, one Of whom 
proves obviously weaker and is at length on the point 
of being defeated, a third Power, which has hitherto 
been neutral, urges an armistice, its motive must cer¬ 
tainly be regarded less as a benevolent desire for the 
welfare of,both parties, than as anxiety for the weaker* 
State and- as evident partisanship in favour of the same. 
It is, in fact, an arcdistice in favour of the Power that is 
on the pK)int of being defeated, and to ^.he disadvantage 
of that which has won t^ upper hand. If this third 
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^bwer futt'heimore endei’s^Dura to induca other neutral 
^tatbk, to tfike similar actjon, ‘'thus strengthening and 
'giviifg* more ®w<efght W its own proposal, then it is 
^clearly departing still lurther fiom a neutral attitude. 

, Its one-sided c*"arnings are transfol'h^&d iuto partisan 
pressure, its proceedings become i^itrigues, and its whole 
acfion presents an appearance of threatened violence. 

“This is the case with Austria-Hungary* if it 
true, as the Vienva official organs boast, that it has* 
taken the initiative in an attempt of the neutral Powei-s 
to negotiate an armistice between defeated France and 
victorious Germany. The conduct of Count Beust 
becomes more clearly offensive when it is known that it 
was suggested by M. Chaudordy, Favre’s representative 
at^ Tours, and originated in a previous understanding 
betwe^en the Vienna Cabinet and the Delegation of the 
Provisional Government in that city. The true char¬ 
acter,of this action on the part of Austro-Hungarian 
diplomacy as a hostile interference in our settlement 
with Francef becomes more manifest from the manner in 
which its representati'’’e in Berlin supports the English 
suggei^tions. The Br\tis^ Foreign Office adopts a tone 
of perfect impartiality, J.nd of benevolence towards 
Germany ; the Italians do the same, wliile’ the Russian 
representative has*" kept entirely aloof from all inter¬ 
vention. All three Powers have done their utmost at 
Tours to promote an unprejudiced and reasonable view 
of the situation on the part of the French. On the 
other hand, the despatches read by Herr von Wimpffen 
in Berlin (we do not know what Austria-Hungary has 
advised at Tours) speak in a tone which is an 3 rfhing but 
friendly. They emphasise the statement that Viepna 
still believes in general European iiiterests. The au¬ 
thorities there fear that histc(Ty would condemn the 
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neutral Powers if the cataatropl^ which is th|t>atenmg^ 
I^aris ^were to occur .^thout^a voice beir^ faise^^n. 
their pSrt to avert it. It is evidently jintendejl as a^ 
severe and oifensive censure when they say humanity 
demands that th‘f eonditibns of peace should be made 
less onerous for the vanquished, but that Germany will 
not'permit any voiced to reach the" ears of its defeated 
foe^ except that which proclaims “the commands of the 
jycttor. The whole despatch is characterised throughout 
by a vein of irony whmh distinguishes it in a manner 
little to its advantage from hhat of the English Govern¬ 
ment. 

“ From all these circumstances it is as clear that the 
action of Count Beust is guided by hostile intentions 
towards us as that Lord Granville’s attitude is based on 
good will. We wonder if the Vienna Chancellor well 
considered the possible consequences of this ■ new 
manoeuvre. It is not probable after the fall of Metz 
that the attempt made by Austria to hinder Genhany 
in the complete attainment of that peace wh^ch we have 
in view with the object "bf securing * a safe Western 
frontier will be 8ucce.ssful. But we shall remember 
that attempts to prejudice our iilteiests and the good 
impression madedn Germany'i^y the previous neutrality 
of Austria-Hungary will be destroyed, and a.friendly 
rapjyrochemeyit with thfe dual monarchy, a basis for 
whi^ 9 h was being laid, will be postponed-—probably for 
a considerable time. But let us consider another 
possibility. Take it that througlj the intervention of 
Count Beust the demaijds which we make upon France- 
are curtailed, and that we are actually obliged to re¬ 
nounce a portion ofAhe old and new’ debts which we 
are 6n the point of collecting—does the Chancellor of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire believe that we shall not 
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^^member**at first opportvmity to ^ake our ill- 

i&isposed* neighbour on"' the South-East" compensate as 
for ^at h^ helped to deprive u^t)f in the West,^^ Does 
he Brieve tlmlf we sljall foolishly put off the day of 
reckoning with a neighbour who ^ takes every oppor¬ 
tunity of difipfaying his hostility, until his French 
'pfot^g^ has recoYerod sufficieiitlv to give him .the 
support of a more val^iable alliance in gratitude for the 
assistance given against Germany ? ” 

Tuesday, Novcyiher l5<.—At dinner Bohlen reported 
that the Coburger is doing his utmost to create a feeling 
of discontent—he says nothing happens, nothing is 
being done, no progress is being made. “ What ! 
He ! ” exclaimed the Chief, with’ an indescribable 
exp^ssion of contempt on his features. “ He ^should 
he* ashamed of himself. These Princes that follow 
the army like a, flight of vultures ! These carrion 
crows, who themselves do nothing whatever except 
inspect the battle-fields, &c.” Some one then spoke 
of the last engagerpent, and said that a portion of 
the 1200 ' prisoners that had been taken were 
franctireurs. “ Pristfners ! ” broke in the Chief, wlio 
still'teemed to be extremely angry. “ Why do they 
continue to make prisoners ? They e^hould have shot 
down the whole 1200 one after the other.” 

Mention was made of the decree of the Minister of 
War 9 r of the Commandant of the Town, ordering that 
particulars should be published of all valuables found 
in houses deserted by their owners, and that if not re- 
^claimed within a certain time they were to be confis¬ 
cated for the benefit of the war chest. The Minister 
said that he considered this decree to be perfectly 
justified, adding : “ As a matter of fact such houses 

slmuld be burned to the ground, only that punishment 
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•would also fali»iLn part on the 8en|>ible p^fle ^ho have#. 
re»Qain.e^ behind*; and sct.unfor^unately it i^oul of.pAe 
question.*’ The Chief" then bb^rved, , af^r a ^^e, 

«* and apparently without apy connection with what had 
been previously ^aid : “•After all, wai^ is, properly 
speaking, the* natlifal -Tondition ,of humanity.He 
remained silent for a «wnile, and theft remarked : “ 1^ 
just Occurs .to me that the Bavarian proposes to surprise 
nie’fe-day,” by which Jie meant that Count Br^y was 
aboqt to visit him. This ^Icd the <^nversation to the 
Bavarian Ambassador in Berlin, Pergler von Perglas, of 
whom the Chief does not appear to have a high opinion. 

“ He is as bad as he can be. 1 do hot say that because 
he is a Particularist, as I do not know how I should 
think myself if I were a Bavarian. But he has always 
been in favour of the French.” (The Minister main? 
tained, if I heard him rightly, that tins was owing to 
his wife.) “ I never tell him anything when he comes 
to me, or at least not the truth.” * 

Shortly afterward.s the Chief "told us tjiat Thiers 
had bqen with him for aGout three hburs to-day with 
the object of negotiating an armistice. Probably how¬ 
ever it would not be possibly to*come to an u’hder- 
standing as to the condition^ which he proposes or is 
prepared to grant! Once during hhe conversation 
Thiers wished to speak of* the supply of provisions now 
in I^is; but flie Minister interrupted him, s^ing, 

“ Excuse me, but we* know that better than you who 
have only been in the city for one day. Their store of 
provisions is sufficient tq last until the end of January.” * 
“ What a look of surprise he gave me ! My remark 
was only a feeler, rftid his astonisnment showed that 
whatl^ had said was not true.” 

At dessert the Minister spoke of the large quantity 
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•'lie had^ eaten. “ But^then it is my Qniy meal. It ief 
tfuv^I take breakfast, but it is merely, ^ cup of 

tea. without milk and two eggs,—and after thdt nothing 
till evening. Then‘’I„over-eat myself, like a boa-con¬ 
strictor, and,-can’t sleep. Bven as;a child, and ever 
since &at time, I have always ^onc to bed late, never 
before midnight.' I usually fab asleep quickly, but 
wake soon again and'find that it is not more than half¬ 
past cl o’clock. , All sorts of things thep come ipto 
my head, particularly if I h.ave’ been unfairly treated,— 
and that must be all thought out. I afterwards write 
letters, and even despatches, but of course without 
getting up—simply in my head. Formerly, for some 
tirpe after my appointment as Minister, 1 used to get 

^up and actually write them down. When 1 read them 
over next morning however they were worth nothing,— 
mere platitudes,’ confused trivial stuft’ such as might 
have appeared in the VossiscJie Zeitmig, or might have 
been composed by his Serene Highness of Weimar. 

I do not want to, 1 should prefer to sleep. But the 
thinking and planning goes on. At the first glimmer 
of 4awn I fall off again, and then sleep till 10 o’clock 
or even later.” r 

Wedne^dny, Novemder '2>nd .—On returning from a 
long walk at alfout 4.30 p.m. I heard that Thiers had 
remained with the Chief until a few minutes before, 
and looked father pleased on taking his leave. During 
dinner the Minister observed, referring to his visitor of 
to-day ; “ He is a clever and amiable man, bright and 
witty, but with scarcely a trace of the diplomatist— 
too sentimental for that trade.” “ He is unquestionably 
a finer nature than Favre. But he is no good as a 
negotiator {UMerhUndler )—not even as a hors^ealer 
{JPJerdehtindler)." “ He is .too easily bluffed, betrays 
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KIs feelings, an^ allows himself^t^ be pimped.*. Thus 

I have as<seii^ined all 80 sts*t>f things from him^ amo^gBf 
others that they have only full • rations,i* Paris v£*r 
three or four weeks.” • , * 

With respect to attitude towards t’^ approach¬ 
ing French electjons, i c^led attention in the press to, 
the following example, which may decide us to exclude* 
Alsao^Jjorraine from the voting, and to which we can 
refer tliose wlc allege 3U(?li an exclusion, to be unprece¬ 
dented. An American iifforjus us that in the last war 
between the United States and Mexico an armistice was 
agreed upon with the object of giving the Mexicans time 
to choose a new Government,* which should conclude 
peace with the United State.s. The provinces, the 
cession of which was demanded by the United States, 
were not permitted to take part in this election. * This 
is the sole precedent, but it entirely covers tl^e present 


Thursday, November Srd .—A fine bright morning. 
Already at 7 a.m. the iron licins on ^font Vaferfen began 
to fill ^the surrounding wooded valleys with their 
roaring. 

1 make abstracts for the King of two articles that 
appeared in t\i(i Morriing Post of the’28th and 29th of 
October, which are unde];stood to have come’ from 
Persigny or Princ;p Napoleon. The assertion in these 
articled that in the negotiations with the delegate of the 
Empress our demand e’xtended only to Strassburg, and 
a narrow strip of land in the Saar di.'ftrict, with about a 
quarter of a million inhabitants, is (the Chief tells me) 
based on a naisunderatanding. 

I ay instructed to teleg^ph that in consequence of 
yesterday’s negotiatibns the Chancellor has offered M. 
Thiers a truce of twenty-fiY© days on the basis of the 
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military stdiHs, qw. Thiers returned at> 12 o’clock, and 
c^igotiate^ with the Chief untj.1 2 . 30 p.*m. The demands 
o^^he Frepch, are exorbitant. ” At lunch we hear that 
in addition to a twenty-eight days’ armistice for the 
elections ai^ the meeting- of tbe^National Assembly 
thus chosen to determine the ijosit^on of the Provisional 
Government, they demand nothing less than the right 
to provision Paris and all other fortresses held by them 
and ^esieged by us, and the participation of the Eastern 
provinces, of which we require the cession in the 
elections. Ordinary logic finds it difficult to conceive 
how the provisioning of fortresses can Vie deemed con¬ 
sistent with the maintenance of the military status 

Amongst other subjects discussed at dinner were the 
elections in Berlin. Delbriick w'aa of opinion that they 
would' be more favourable than hitherto. Jacoby, at any 
rate, would not bo re-elected. Count Bismarck-Bohlen 
thought otherwise. He antieijjated no change. The 
Chancellor said : “ The Berliners must always be in 
opposition and havc'their own ideas. They have their vir¬ 
tues—many and highly estimable ones—they fight well, 
but they would not oonsider themselves to be ae clever 
as they ought to bfe unless they knew everything better 
than the Government.” That failing, however, was hot 
confined to Berliners, the Chief added. All great cities 
were much the same in that respect, and many were even 
worse than Berlin. They were in geiieral more unprac¬ 
tical than the rural districts, where people were in closer 
contact with nature, and thus not only got into a more 
natural and practical way of J:,hinking. “ Where great 
numbers of men are crowded together they easily lose 
their individuality and dissolve into one mass. All sorts 
of opinions ore in the air, they arise from heanfey and 
repetition^ and are little or not at all founded on facts. 
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bjjit are propagaj^ by the newspapers, ponuMir meetings 
* and* conyersations* over beer, and 'then Temain firinl^ 
immutably, rooted. It is*^ sort of false second'naturf, a 
^aith or superstition held collectiv^y by *tfie m8«sek 
They reason themsel’^es into believing in something 
that does not exist, Vonsider themselves in^uty l^und 
to hold to that belief, artd %vax enthusiasiic over narrow-* 
minded and grotesque ideas. That is the case in all 
greatfipties, in London for instance, where the cockneys 
are**quite a different race to other ^Englishmens—in 
Cope^agen, in New York, and above all in Paris. The 
Parisians, with their political superstitions, are quite a 
distinct people in France,—they aro caught and bound 
up in a circle of ideas which are a sacred tradition to 
them, although when closely examined they turn out ?o 
be mere empty phrases.” a 

So far as Thiers was concerned, th*? Minister only 
told us that shortly after the commencement* of their 
conference to-day he suddenly asked him whether he 
had obtained the authority nece.ssary,for the continuance 
of the negotiations. “ He loolPed at me in^astonishment, 
on which I said that news had been, rcbeived at our out¬ 
posts of a revolution having broken out in Paris siftCe 
' his departure, and. that a new Government had been 
pDOclaimed. He was® visibly perturbed, ^from whujh it 
may be inferred that he considers a victory of the Red 
Republicans as possible, and the position of JFavre and 
Trochu as insecure.” 

Thiers was again with the Chief from 9 o’clock till 
after 10. 

Fi-iday, November 4ttK .—Beautiful bright morning. 
At the desire of the Minister I send the Daily News an 
account>of his conversation with Napoleon at Donchery. 
% He had principally conversed with the Emperor within 
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the*we^eHs %ou8e. upstairs—for ^Wbut three-quarters of 
an hou?—an^«£pent^ljut a short timg ^ith him in^ ttte ^ 
o|)^ air^as the Minister hfticv’jelf stated in hfs official 
report to •th^ King. Furthermore, in spiking to 
Napoleon, he had not pointed the forefinger of the lefT 
hand^into t(':.e palm of his ri^ht,"\^^hich"was not at all a 
•habit of his. He lyid not onc^ made u^e of the German 
language in speaking to the ftmperor—he had never 
done so, and also not on that occasion. “I did, however,” 
the 'Minister continued, “ speak German to the people of 
the house, as the man understood a little and the woman 
spoke it very well.” 

From 11 o’clock onwards 'Thiers conferred once more 
with the Chancellor. He yesterday sent his companion, 
a<M. Cochery, back to Paris, to ascertain if the Govern¬ 
ment of the 4th of September still existed. The answer 
appears to have been in the affirmative. 

Bamberger dined with us. The Chief said, amongst 
other things ; “ I see that some newspapers hold me 
responsible that Paris has not yet been bombarded. I 
do not -(vant anytliing serious to be done, I object to a 
bombardment. Nonsense I They will ultimately make 
me responsible for orft losses during the siege, which are 
certainly already considerable, as we have probaVdyJost 
more men in the’se small engagements' than a general 
attacic would have cost us,^ I wanted the city to be 
stormed at once, and have all along desired that to be 
done—or it would have been still better to have left 
Paris on one side and continued bur march.” 

Thiers was onhe more with the Chief from 9 p.m. 
until after 11 o’clock. While they were conferring a 
telegram arrived announcing that Beust htfa abandoned 
hia former attitude in so far sia he declares that if Russia 
raises objections to the Prussian demands upon France, 
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Austria will do tHe same, but other9f^'’iftt. •This 
telegram was a*^ once sent in to ^]^e Chis^. 

Saturday, Novemtm'^'bth .-—About 1 o’«!4ock ^teire 


J 


was a short conference between tht? Chan(5iilor, Delbrilck, 
’and other German Ministefs. We«afterwards ascertained 
that the Chief re^rted^ the result of lu» negotiations 
with Thiers, ai^ also ai^ounced tlje impending arrival 
of the German Sovereigns not yet represented at 
Verjuiilles. 

^ Gn our sitting down to dinner Dellurlick was At first 
the only Minister present. d.jater on we were joined by 
the Chancellor, who had dined with the King. While 
Engel was pouring him out a gla.s8 of spirits the Chief 
recalled a pretty dictum. Recently a general (if I am 
not mistaken it was at Ferri^^res, and I fancy I hoard 
the name of the great thinker, Moltke), speaking of tk^ 
various beverages of mankind, laid down the following 
principle ;—“ Red wine for children, champagne for 
men, and brandy for generals.” • 

The Chancellor, who had been dining with the King, 
joined us in the evening and, complained to Delbrlick of 
the way in which he had been Ixtset at the King's 
quarters by the Princes, who prevented him fronn,die- 
cu^ing something of importalice w'ith Kutusow. “ I 
really could hot talk to him properly. The Serene 
Highnesses fluttered al)out me like ‘crows round a 
screech-owl, and tore me away from him. Each of 
them'seemed to delight in being able to buttonhole me 
longer than the otKers. At length I asked Prince 
Charles if he could not get his brother-in-law to wait 
until I had finished whao I had to say to KutnsoflT, as 
it was an important matter of State. . But although I 
have often spoken to him previously in the same sense 
he di^ not seem to understand me, and the end of it 
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was ttat offen^.” ... “ At last ^ley heard that^ 

tl?e^leg r)T the b^k of tbe old coronatioti chair h^d be«n 
discovered *in one of the otti^I* rooms, and^l^ey all 
troij^d off %(f ^nspept the wonder, while I to(pk this 
opportunity to bolt.” ’At thu^ mopient a despatch was 
delivered stafibg that Favre anfl the^ other members of 
tUe Government hi Peris had opce more got on the high 
fforse, and proclaimed that they would nol^ hear of a 
cession of territory, and that their sole task , vvas 
the d^ence of the fatherland. The Chief observed’: 
“Well, then, we need not Negotiate any further with 
Thiers.” 

Later on the Minister ^said that Thiers probably still 
intended to write another historical work. “ Time after 
tim6 he spins out our negotiation by introducing ir¬ 
relevant matters. He relates what has occurred or been 
advised here ancf there, inquires as to the attitude of 
this or thert person, and what would have happened in 
such and such circumstances. He reminded me of a 
con^versation I had with the Due de Bauffremont in the 
year 1867', in the course of which I said that in 1866 
the Emperor had not understood how to take advantage 
of tbe situation, that he could have done a good stroke 
of business although notion German soil, &c. Roughly 
that is quite correct. I remember it very well. It was* 
in the gardens of the Tuilerie^ and a military band was 
playing. In. the summer of 1866 Napoleon lacked 
courage to do what he ought to have done from his 
point of view. When we attacked Austria he should 

i have occupied- , the object of the Benedetti proposal, 

and held it as a pledge. We could not havfe prevented 
him at that time, and most probably England would 
not have stined—in any case he could have waited. If 
the oottp succeeded he might have placed himself back 
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to beick with us, eftfiouraging us to furM^ ^^gr&eion. 

•But (turning ^bjDelbriick, first, ^aning^^littl^jToirward* 
and th&ft sitting straigl^*Opright, a habit of iiis oi^suoh 
occasions^, he is and remains a mtiddle-lPeacfed fellow*” 

Thiers, after having had a conversation with Favre 
and Ducrot on thJy ^rid^e *of Sevres, reti»ued and had 
another conference avith the Chi^f wliich lasted frotn 
8 .SO* to 9.30. Favre ^nd Ducrot had dechired that oiA 
cory^ions Tor an armistice could not be accepted, but 
that* they would ascertain the opinions of their col¬ 
leagues, and bring Thiei'li a <^,efinite answer to-morrow. 

Su7iday, Novemhey' 6(h .—The Chief read to us at 
dinner a portion of his’ wife’s letter which was to the 
following effect :—“ I fear you* will not be able to find a 
Bible in France, and so I shall shortly send you the Psalms 
in ordef that you may read the prophecies against th^ 
French—‘ I tell thee, the godless shall be de.stroye^ ! ’ ” 
The Minister had also received a “ despairing letter ” 
from Count Herbert, whose wound was now healed, 
because he had been transferred to a d6pot. “ He says 
that all he has had out the whole^ war lias been a 
fortnight’s ride with his regiment and then three 
months on his back. I wished t-C see whether anything 
CQuld be done, and to-day I rrfct the Minister of War. 
,He dissuaded hie,' Ijowever, with tears in his eyes—he 
had once interfered in a sjmilar way add lost his son in 
consequence.” 

Monday, November 7th .—Early in the morning the 
Chief instructs me fb telegraph to I>ondon : “In the 
negotiations with M. Thiers, which lasted for five days, 
he was offered an armistice of any duration up to twenty- 
eight days'on the bas^is of the military stattts quo, for 
the purpose of holding elections, which should also be 
allowed to take plade in the portions of France occupied 
von, 1 * 
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iby the G 4 ?init 4 &roop 8 ^ or, as an al£Anative, our assist¬ 
ance an5 sanction for^lv>l<iiDg the ele«tion8 without^ a' 
truces AfCer a renewed, corlfaarence with tho' Paris 
Go^e^ment'at the outposts, M. Thiers was not author¬ 
ised to accept either •of these offers. He demanded 
first o^ all ^permission to pj^ovisi*^ Paris, without 
offering any milj^tary equival^t. As ^ this proposal 
(ibuld not be accepted by the Germans on military 
grounds, M. Thiers yesterday received instructions from 
Paris €0 break off ^the negotiations.” . 

The following particulars liave been ascertfJined 
from other sources : The instruction referred to, was 
received by Thiers .in the form of a curt letter from 
Favre desiring him to relurn to Tours, whither he has 
goiffe, to-day. The Chancellor tells me that Thiers was 
jvery depressed at the foolish obstinacy of the Paris 
Government, of which both he himself and several of 
the Ministers disapprove. Favre and Picard, particu¬ 
larly the latter, are desirous of peace, but are too weak 
to withstand the opposition of the others. Gambetta 
and Trochu will not hear oh the elections, which would 
in all probability put an end to their rule. 

• I write articles, to the following effect : We were 
prepared to do evorythifig possible, l»ut all our conces¬ 
sions were rejected owing to the ambition of MM. E’avre 
and Trochu, who do not want to be forced by the true 
representatives of the French people to give up the 
power which fell into their hands through an insurrec¬ 
tion. It is that ambition alone which prolongs the war. 
. We, on the other hand, have shown that we desire 
peace, by carrying our complaisance to the utmost 
point. 

The postponement of the bombardment was again 
diaouased at dinner. The Chancellor said he could not 
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understand tjje a1>8urd rumour ^circul^jjg^ the newsj 
papers, to the etfect that he opp<feed to ^ihe bom- 

bardm^t while the naRlary. authorities w8re p^^ssmg 
for it. , “ Exactly the contrary is the dase? No 6rfe is 
more urgent in favour bf it than I am, and it is the 
military authcudti^s whp hesitate. A gfdki dea][ of my 
correspondenoe is tak^ up in dispelling the scruples 
and, excessive circumspection of, the military people. 
It ^^pea^s that the artillery are constantly requiring 
rdore time • for preparation and particularly sS larger 
supply of ammunition.* AbStrassburg, they also asked 
for much more than was necessary, as notwithstanding 
the foolish waste of powder and shell, two-thirds of the 
supply collected w&.s never used.” Alten objected that 
even if the f^rts in question were captured they wbuld 
be then subjected to the fire from the enceinte, and avp * 
should have to begin over again. “ That may be,” said 
the Minister, “ but they ought to have known that 
sooner, as there was no fortress we knew so much about 
from the commencement as Paris.” __ 

Somebody remarked tlmt in tTie tv^o balloons that 
had t)een seized five persons had iRien taken prisoners. 
The Chief considered that they*ou^ht to be treated os 
spies without any lengthy deliberation. Alten said they 
•would be brought up before a court-martial, whereupon 
the Minister exclaimed, ‘i Well, nothing will happen to 
them, there I ” He then observed how stout and strong 
Count Bill was. At^his age he himself was slight and 
thin. “ At Gottingen I was as thin as a knitting- 
needle.” Mention having been made of the circumstance, 
that the sentry posted dutside the villa occupied by the 
Crown Prince h^ been shot at and wounded the night 
befojjp, and that the town would be obliged to pay him 
five thousand &ancs as compensation, the Chief said that 

•u 2 


^ going out eve:ging he would not ^ke his sword 

Dulj^jather a revai»^er—^*-8 although in’certain c^cuni- 
Cstanc^ I Should be quite willing to let mj^lf be 
^ murSfired, I Shoilld not "like to die unavenged.” , 

J After dinner I was kistruyfed bj the Chancellor to 
again tglegrajA.an account of ,the i:uegQtiations with 
Thiers, only in sofnewhat cyflehent form. On my 
venturing to observe fhat the contents of the despjitch 
had been telegraphed in the morning he replied, “ Not 
quite accurately; you see here ‘ Count Bismarck proposed' 
&e.’ You must notice such fine shades if you want to 
work in the first Foreign Office of the world.” 

Tuesday, November StJi. —In the morning I sent off 
a telegram stating that the prisoners taken in the 
ball6ons have been transported to a Prussian fortress in 
order to be tried there by court-martial. Furthermore 
that the confiscated letters compromised diplomats and 
other personages who have been permitted to remain in 
communication with the outer world out of consideration 


for ^Jieir position and sen.se of honour. Such communi¬ 
cation would no longer be tolerated. 

At about 12.30 '“p.m., while we were at lunch, the 
Chie^ received a visit from Archbishop Ledochowski of 
Posen, and it was underwood that his business was to 
submit ^n offer of tlie Pope to intervene with the French 
Government. They probab^/ hope in this way to 
purch^e the intervention of the German Government on 
behalf of the Holy Father. The Archbishop remained 
till nearly 3 o’clock, and on his leaving the Chief went 
.to see the King. He subsequently took dinner at the 
Crown Prince’s, where the Grand Duke of Baden, who 
had arrived in the meantime, also dined. 

Delbrtlck, General Chauvin, and Colonel Meidan^ the 
officer in command of the Field Telegraph, were the 
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Chiefs guest* ^at dinner. Motion ^^Wis mf^e of th^ 
iftipropgr use of the ^^graplr wir6 by (^tinguis&ed^ 
personages for their private purposes. , 

After a while the Chancellor rotnarked : “ I hear that 
the Augustenburgef^also telegraphs, Th|^t really should 
not be. Nor lias il^e Coburger any right to do tlb. '^^he 
telegraph is for militany^nd diplomatic purposes, and n^it 
fpr rtiinor potentatas to use for infjuirics I’e.specting their 
l;^tc4iens, stables and tjieatres. None of them has any 
rights here. Their rights cpased on passing the German 
frontier.” 

On some ona refeiTing to the destruction of the 
telegraph wires apd other sknilar* misconduct .on the 
part of frangtireurs and pea.sants near Epernay,^ the • 
Minister said: “They should have immediately sent three • 
or four battalions there, and transported six ffliousancl 
peasants to Germany until the concluflon of the w*ar.” 

Amongst other subjects discu.ssed at tea was the 
rumour that the postponement of the bombardment was 
in part due to the influence of ladies, the Quoen amT the 
Crown .Princess being mentioned in fhis connection. The 
Chief'was in t;jie drawing-room*engaged in conference 
with the Bavarian General vorvBothmer on the mititary 
question in connection with *the ckiser unification of 
Tjermany now in 'progress. The Minister jo?tied us 
afterwards, remaining for about an hour. On sitting 
dowa’he breathed a deep sigh and said: “I“was thihking 
just now, what I have indeed often thought before—]f 
I could only for five minutes hav* the power to say : 

‘ That must be done thus and in no other way ! ’—If one * 
were only ‘not compelled to pother about the ‘ why ’ 
and the ‘ wherefore,’ * and to argue and plead for the 
simplest things 1—Things made much more rapid progress 
under men like Frederick the Great, who were generals 
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Aemselvss kn^w something aboTft administra- 

tidh?, acting, as their own Mini^^ers. It was tl^e^ sanfe 
with .^apolegn, • But •here, this eternal talkirrg and 
begging t ” 

After a wj?^le the Chief sflid, witli»a laugn: “I have 
be^n bu*8y to-da^ educating princes,’’ ^ 

“ How so, ExcMlency ? ” asked'"Hatzfeldt. 

“ Well, I have explained to various gentlemen at? thp 
H6tel (J.es Reserv^oirs w'liat is and. what is not prop^ 
have given the Meininger to, understand through Siein 
that he is not to be allowed to use the Field Telegraph 
for giving instructions about Ids kitchen garden and 
theatre: And the Coburger is stjll worse. Never 

' mind, the Reichstag will set that right aivl put a stop 
• to. all that kind of thing. But only I shall mot be 
there.” ‘ 

idatzfeldt asked : “ Has your Excellency seen that 
the Italians have broken into the Quirinal ? ” 

“ Yes, and I am curious to know what the Pope will 
now*"do. Leave the y;ountry ? But where can he go ? 
He has already requested us to ask the Italians whether 
he would be allowed txy leave and with fitting dignity. 
We did so, and they re§>lied that the utmost respect 
would be paid to his position, and that their attitude 
would 1^6 governed by that determination in case he 
desired to depart.” 

“ They w'buld not like to see him go,” added "Ilatz- 
feldt ; “it is in their interests that he should remain in 
Rome.” 

The Chief : “ Yes, certainly. But j>er^aps he may 
be obliged to leave. But where could he go ? Not to 
France, because Garibaldi is there. He would not like 
to go to Austria, To Spain ? I • suggested to’^* him 
Bavaria.” .The Minister then reflected for a moment. 
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•after which he continued : “ There reimkins n^hing fo*;* 
hfm Belgium or N<^rth G?OTman^ As a iiiattV:*of 
fact he • has already asked * wljether we could ^rant ^ 

. him ajylum. I have no objection to it—Cologne or 
Fulda. It would.passing strange, but after all not 
so very inexpKcabie^ anU it would be ve^ useful to* us 
to be recognised by •Catholics a5 v,*hat we really are, 
t;hat*is to say, the sole power now existing that is capable 
of protecting the head of their Church. Stofflet and 
Charctte, together with their Zouawes, could tlieu go 
about their busine.ss. We should have the Poles on our 
side. The opposition of the U1 tramontanes would cease 
in Belgium and Bavaria. Malinkrott would corpe over 
to the Goverpment side. But the King will not consent. , 
lie is terribly afraid. He thinks all Prussia woulS be , 
perverted, and he himself would be obliged to become n 
Catholic. I told him, however, that if the Pope begged 
for asylum he could not refuse it. He wduld have to 
grant it as ruler over ten million Catholic subjectt^who 
would desire to see the head of tlu^ir Church protected. 
Besides, imaginative peopfe, particularly women, may 
possibly feel drawn towards Cid^holicism by the pomp 
and ritual of St. Peter’s, with^the Pope seated upOh his 
tlirone and bestowing his benediction. The danger 
would not l>e8o*gr&at, however, in Gcpinany, where the 
people would see the Po^e amongst them as a poor old 
mar^^eeking assistance—a good old gentleman, one of 
the Bishops, who ato and drank like the rest, took his 
pinch of snuflf, and even perhaps ^oked a cigar. And 
after all even if a f^w people in Gerrhany became 
Catholic again (I should certainly not do so) it would 
not matter much sd long as they remained believing 
ChiiBtmuB. The ptarticular sect is of no consequence, 
only the faith. People ought to be more^ tolerant in 
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k^heir of tbinking.i’ The Chief then^ilated on the* 
co*»ic asp^t of this mfgratigja of the Pope and Bis 
Card^als to Fijlda, apd 'concluded : “ Of course the 

King could not see. the huiporous side of thtf affair. 
But (smiling) if only the Pope remains true to me I 
shall know how* to bring his Majestyh'ourid.” 

^ Some other subjects then citme up. ^latzfeldt men¬ 
tioned that his Highness of Coburg had fallen froifi h^p 
horse. “ Happily, however, .without being hhr^” 
hastily added Abeken, with ^ pleased expression. This 
led the Chief to speak oP similar accidents that had 
happened to himself. 

“ I,believe I shall be more than wdthin the mark in 
. saying that I must have fallen from h(jrseback fifty 
. times. It is nothing to be thrown from your- horse, 
bul; when the horse lies on top of you, then it’s a bad 
case.* The last time was at Varzin, when I broke three 
ribs. I thought it was all up with me. It was not, 
however, so dangerous as it seemed, but it was terribly 
painful. . , . . But as a young man I had a remarkable 
accident, which' shows how* our thinking powers are 
dependent upon the brain. I was ridi.ng homfr one 
evehttig with my brothei^ and we were both galloping 
as hard ets our horses could go. Suddenly my brother, 
who wa^ in front, heard a fearful bang. It was my 
head that had struck against the road. My horse had 
shied'at a lantern in a cart coming in the opj^site 
direction, and reared so that he fell backwards, and I 
tumbled on my head„ At first I lost consciousness, and 
•on returning to my senses my. power of thinking re¬ 
mained on some points quite clear, but had- quite de¬ 
serted me on others. I examined my horse and found 
that the saddle was broken, so I called the groom'•^and 
)ode home on his horse. When the dogs there barked 
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^ »at me by way Bf^reeting, I thouAt thc^y did aet belong 
to*us, g^t cross with thcjnj.and drove t^em a^^jay. Thdn 
I said rti« groom had fallen "frcan his.ljojse and^.tjiey 

xshould*send a stretcher fo brinj^‘in ; and I got very 
angry when, taking* their* cue from my^rother, they 
showed no di-^ositij)n to move. . Wertf they g&ing ^ 
leave the unfortunate* lilan lying in "the road ? I dul 
npt Iviiow that I was myself and was at home, or rather 
I.- 5 f^aS*both myself and.the groom. I asked foi;^ome' 
thing to eat and afterwjwds.went to bfed. After having 
slept through the night I woke up next morning all 
right again. It was a Strange case. I had examined 
the saddle, taken tinother home, and so forth. «I had 
done everythiyg that was practically required. In ^liat 
respect the fall had produced no confusion in my idet^. 
A singular example which shows that the brain Iftirbours 
various intellectual powers—only one Vtf these had re¬ 
mained stupified by my fall for a somewhat longer 
time. 


“ I well remember another incic^nt of tin* kind* I 
was riding rapidly througfi some young timber in a 
large Vood a cpnsiderable distance from home. As I 
was crossing over a hollow road the liorse stumbled and 
fell, and I lost/ consciousness. ’ I must have lain there 
senseless for about three hours, as it was already twi¬ 
light by the time I stirred. The hor.se was standing 
near «&e. As I said, the place was at a gfeat distance 
from our estate, and I was entirely unacquainted with 
the district. I had not yet quite recovered^ my senses, 
but on this pccasion also I did what was necessary. I 
took off the* martingale, which was broken, and followed 
the road across a ralher long bridge which, as I then 
ascerlfeined, was the-nearest way to a farm in the neigh- 
boo^hcKKi The farmer’s wife ran away on seeing a big 
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“man staisding U^fore B^r wit^ his face^a?! covered withf 
bldod. H#r husbJind, nowevwr,^came to me aij,d wij^ed 
aw'aj^the blQOii* I told liim who I was, and'^a'fe I was 
hardly fit for such U Jong ride home I asked %im tOK* 
di;ive me th^'e, which he 'accordtngly did. I must 
li^ive been sh^t fifteen feet out^ ^f tlie saddle and 
follen against the root of a*'tree. On the ctoctor 
examining my injuries, he said it was against all the 
rules ^f his art t]iat I had not laroken my neck. ^ « 

“ I have also ^een a couj^le of other times in danger 
of my life,” continued the Chief. “ For instance, before 
the Semmering railway was fiftished (I believe it was 
in 1852) I went with •a i^arty through one of the 
tuiyiels. It was quite dark inside. I went ahead with 
a,lantern. Now right across the floor of the tunnel 
was a iflft or gully, which must have been about fifteen 
feet deep and half as wide again as this table. A plank 
was^laid across it, with a raised skirting board on both 
sides to prevent the wheelbarrows from slipping off. 
This plank must htfve been rotten, as when I reached 
the middle it broke in two and I fell down ; but having 
probably involuntarily stretched out my tfrms, I 
remained hanging oh the skirting. The lantern having 
gone out, those behind ‘thought I had fallen into the 
gully, ‘and were < not a little surprised when the reply 
to their question, ‘ Are you still alive ? ’ instead of 
coming frorfi the depths below came from just »under 
their feet. I answered, ‘ Yes, hei*e I am.’ I had in the 
meantime i^covered hold also with my feet, and I asked 
whether I should go on or come back. The guide 
thought I hekd letter-go on to the other side, and so I 
worked my way over. The workman who acted as our 
guide then struck a light, got another planl^ and 
.brought the party across. That plank was a good 
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example of the^sljovenly way in which siiCh thi»^ were* 

maliaged^ in Austria at^t^iat tn^fe ; 4^cause, I cannot 
tjelieve Chat it was intentional. • I wa^ pqt hafc^S vin 
Vienna then as I am now—^n the cjontrary.” 

Thursday, JTouefhber \9th. —In the naming I apQ 
instructed by the (^^ef to telegraph that great (fistre^ 
has been occasioned in* Prance, antf that still more is t<» 
be; anticipated, in consequence of the Application by the 
Puqvfeional Government, of Savings Bank funds fiyr the 
relief.of the poor, and of thejDroperty f)f corporations, to 
military purposes. I had permission to study the docu¬ 
ments connected with the abortive negotiations for an 
armistice. . * • 

Thiers had, stated in a memorandum the principles 
which he, and the French Government which he repre¬ 
sented, regarded as a basis for the proposed aitnistice- 
It was to the following effect : The object of ^.he under¬ 
standing was to put an end as soon as possible to ^the 
bloodshed, and to permit the convocation of a National 
Assembly which would represent thh will of Prance in 
dealing with the European Powers, oiid ^>e in a position 
sooner*or later to conclude peace •with Prussia am^^er 
alljes. The armistice must last«for twenty-eight days, of 
which twelve would be required for cAnvassing the con¬ 
stituencies, one for the polling, five' for the elected 
deputies to meet in some given place, and ten for 
examining the returns and appointing the bureau of the 
Assembly. Tours mi^ht for the present remain the seat 
of such an Assembly. The election^ must b^ allowed to 
take place free and unhiodered in all parts of France, 
including those occupied by the ‘ Pnr^ians. Military 
operations on both sides to cease, although both parties 
would be at liberty to enlist recruits and proceed with 
works of defence. The armies to be at • liberty to 
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• obtain f^r theift^elves*supplies of provisitJns, but requiem 
tions on tlje othe^han^^ 1;o bec^uspended as “constituting 
a jnj'litary qpe];^tion which should cease together with 
other hostilities.” ‘Moreovep fortified places w^e to b^ 
provisioned i^r the duration''of the" truce in proportion 
tp th^ strengfli of tlie population ^and garrison. For 
this purpose PariS to be allowed to receive the foilswing 
live stock and othei* provisions over four railwajf liqes 
to be ^determined : 34,000 bullocks, 80,000 sheep, 8,QOO 
pigs, 5,000 calves, 100,00p metric centals of cprned 
meat, 8,000,000 metric centals of hay or straw as fodder 
for the cattle in question, 200,000 metric centals of 
flour, >30,000 metric’centals of di'ied,vegetables, 100,000 
toi^j of coal, and 500,000 cubic metres of,fire-wood. In 
these calculations the population of Paris and its 
suburbs, including the garrison of 400,000 men, was 
estimated at 2,700,000 to 2,800,000 inhabitants. 

These demands on the part of the French could not 
be accepted. Had we agreed to them w’c should have 
surfendered the grctiter and more important portion of 
the advantages we )iad gained in the last seven weeks, 
at the cost of great sacrifices and severe exertions. In 
other words, we should in the main have returned to 
the position in which we were on the 19th of September, 
the day on which our troops completed the investment 
of Paris. We are asked to allow Paris to provision 
itself, when even now it suffers from scarcity ani will 
shortly be obliged to starve or surrender. We are to 
suspend our military operations just at the moment 
‘ when the fall of Metz and the release of the army of 
Prince Frederick Charles enable us to extend'and render 
them more effective. We are quietly to permit recruit¬ 
ing and organisation, by means of* which the EWnch 
Renublio is to create a new field force, while we reouire 
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no recruits, j^t tfie same, time ^hat are* to dl^w 

Pajis and the other French font^esse^^x? suppl^jr them¬ 
selves with provisions, are. to provide fof our^own 
troops v^itliout the requisitions w^ich aTd flecessary*in 
lln enemy’s country.^ We* are to make all these con¬ 
cessions without a^iy military equivalent—su(;li, fOi 
instance, as tho evactiation of one’.or,two of the Parfk 
forts jn return for tlie liberty to provision the city —- 
arid without being offered any clear prospect of peace. 
Thft first object of the armistice according to the Thiers 
memorandum, namely, the *Te8toration of an orderly 
state of affairs by the lawful election of a Constituent 
Assembly, is unquestionably more in the interest of the 
French themselves than in ours ; and, considering the 
constent^ excitement maintained by the inflammatbry 
proclamations of the Provisional Government, jt mrty, 
possibly not be secured even under a ,ncw administra¬ 
tion. More orderly conditions could be bronght about 
even now without a truce if the present Govcrnn»ent 
were seriously disposed to work in^that direction. , It 
was absolutely impo.ssilde oi» the German sitfc to have 
anythiyg to do with such propril^als. A different 
arrangement altbgcthcr was ncccffu)., and thcrcforc»thc 
Clwnccllor of the^ Confederation offered M. Thiers a 
t»uce of twenty-five •to twenty-eight days on thf basis 
of the maintenance of the military /27W, which 

woulc^.enable the French to carry on the.elections in 
peace, and to convoke^ the Assembly thus constituted. 
This also was a concession on our part in which the 
advantages were all on the French side. If, as Thiers 
asserted, Paris was suppfied with provisions and other 
necessaries for several months, it is not easy to see 
why ^e Provisional Government broke off the negotia¬ 
tions which, at the outside, would have prevented the 
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P^Kaianf* froil? making useless sorties. France, on the 
other hfind, wo^dd h^Y® great advantage^ <5f 

having a Mne of demarcation**^ drawn which would have 
ariested the advance*’ of the German forces, restricting 
the unopposed occupation of further districts by ou^" 
army that h#d^ been set free by th^^ fall of Metz. In 
t^ie meantime Ttper?' refused this fvery acceptable offer, 
knd maintained that the provisioning of Paris was an 
indispensable condition for an understanding, NYhilc'he 
was iTot empowered to give affy prospect. of a mrlita'ry 
equivalent for the same, sjtch as the evacuation of one 


of the Paris forts. 


On coming in to dinner, the Chief mentioned that 
the Minister of War is seriously ill. • He feels very weak, 
and will scarcely be able to rise from his bed for a fort- 
,night. The Count afterwards made some jokes about 
the, water supplied to us for washing. “The inhabit¬ 
ants of the local reservoir,” he said, “ seem to have 
their seasons. First came the scolopendria, which arc 
pai;;ticularly distasteful to me, ‘ moving their thousand 
limbs together,’ (Schiller’s* Diver). Then followed the 
wood lice, which I' cannot bear to touch, although they 
are perfectly harmless. I’d sooner gra.sp a snake. Now 
the leeches have arrived. I found quite a small speci¬ 
men to-day, doubled up into a button. I tried to induce 
him to deploy, but he declined—remained a button. I 
then poured some well water over him, and he stretched 
out straight, long and thin like a needle, and made off 
with himself.” The conversation then turned on a 
vaniety of .simple but nevertheless estimable delicacies, 
such as fresh and salt herrings, new potatoes, spring 
butter, & 0 . The Minister observed to Delbriick, who 
also approved of those good things ; “ The sturgeon is a 
fish which is also to be found here, but it is not’hppre- 
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ciated as it ought tftTie. In Russia the^ reoil^niS^^Tts , 
^x>d qualities. * Jt is often cail^t i^the Elll^ in the* 
Magdebly-g district, butja*only eateirby fishermen and 
poor ped^ie.” He then explained its go«d.points*^*tmd 
thus caihe to speak of caviare, and Seated of the several 
varieties with the knbwl^d^ of a connoisa^r. , 

“ The fresh *cav^e which we qow get in Berlin is 
very good,” he said, “^iftce it can be brought by raM 
from *St. Petersburg in forty hours.* I have had it 
sev^r&f times, and one of»my principal cqmplainta against 
that fiat Borck is that he intercepted forty pounds of 
this caviare which I once sent to the King. I suspected 
something of the kind, as the King made no mention of 
it, and did not send me any jiresent in return. ‘Later 
on Perponcher.or some one told me that on dropping in 
to Borclds room he saw there a barrel of caviare with.a^ 
spoon standing in it. That made me wild with him 
{Das Jiat mir schr xierdrossen)” 

The Chief remarked at dinner : “ To-day, agaiij, I 
noticed when it snowed how many points of resemblance 
there are between the Gauls^and th^ Slavs. The same 
broad streets, with the houses standing close together, 
the saifie low roofs, as in Russia. • The only thing want¬ 
ing here is the green onion-shap«d steeple. But, on the 
other hand, the Versts and kilomefres, the arsheens 
and metres are the same. ^ And then the tendency to 
centralisation, the uniformity of views of the whole popu¬ 
lation^* and the communistic trait in the popular 
character.” 

He then spoke of the wonderful ” topsy turvy ” 
world we livp in nowadays. “ When one thinks that 
perhaps the’Pope w^ill shortly be rehiding in a small town 
of Protestant Germany, that the Reichstag may meet in 
Versailles, and the' Ckirps L^gislatif in Cassel, that 
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Ga^ald?’ hai^ become a French 'gfeneral in spite of 
Mentana* and thi«^ PaQ.fvJ Zouaves are ,fighting side 
side ^ith bim 1 ” *He foUowM»up this train #(5f ideas 
foi* Some little time. " * 

The Minister thencemarked su^enly ; “ Metternick 
has algo wriK^n to me to-day. , ife wants me to allow 
Hoyos to enter P/irisi; in order that lie may bring away 
the Austrians. I replied that sibce the 25th of October 
they have had permission to come out, but that we 
coulcF’allow no more people to ehter, not even diplo*m*ts. 
We also receive none in A<?rsariles, but I would make an 
exception in his favour. He will then perhaps again 
raise the Austrians’ claims respecting the property of 
the old Bund in the German fortresses.” 

'’On the subject of doctors, and the^way in which 
c iSature sometimes comes to its own as.siatance, the Chief 
related that he was once with a shooting party for two 

days at the. Duke of-. “ I was thoroughly out of 

sorts. Even the two days’ shooting and fresh air <lid 
me no good. On the third day I visited the Cuirassiers 
at Brandenburg, who had received a new cup. I was to 
be the first one to drink out of it, thus dcdfcating it, 
anA then it was to gO the round of the* table. It held 
nearly a bottle. I made my speech, however, drank and 
set it down empty, to the great sijrprise of the officefs, 
who had but a poor opinion of mere quill-drivers. That 
waa the result of my Gottingen training. And strangely, 
or perhaps naturally enough, it set me all right' again. 
On another occasion, when I was shooting at Letzlingen 
in the time of Frederick William IV. the guests were 
asked to drink from an' old'puzzle goblet. It was a 
stag’s horn, which contained abput three-quarters of a 
bottle of wine, and was so made that one could not 
bring it close to the lips, yet one was not allo’Sifed to 
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spill a drop. J t-db^ it an^ drar^ it off atffdraif^t,^ 
although it was irerj cold charnpjtgne^nd not? a single 
drop feH on my wlirb^ waistcoat. Everybody was 
immen^ly surprised ; but I said, ‘ Gi^<? the anoflfer.' 
'The King, howeveiy^who “evidently did not appreciate 
my success, c^lletl^ out *‘ 1 ^ 0 , no more.^* Sucl^ tsioks 
were formerly an indispensable part the diplomat’s 
trade. They drank the weaker ve^els under the tabl5, 
wbrmod all they wanted to know out of •them, mawio 
thffm agree • to things * which were ^wntrary td* their 
instructions, or for which, atflcast, they had no authority. 
Then they were compelled to put their signatures at 
once, and afterwards when they gobsober they could not 
imagine how they had done it.” 

Bismarck-Bohlen, who seemed to be particularly 
communicative to-day, told the following ^needefta 
about the Chief. At Commercy a woyian came to.him 
to complain that her husband, who had tried to strike a 
hu8.sar with a spade, had been arrested. “ The Minister 
listened to her very amiably, and wjhen she had done he 
replied in the kindliest mau»er possible,»‘ Well, my good 
womaq, you can be quite sure tliht your husband ' 
(drawing a line tound his neck with,his finger) ‘ wiH be 
presently hanged.’ ” 

• Saturday, November 12th .—While we were lunch 
the Chief was out. He shortly al'terwards passed 
thror^h the dining-room into the saloon, accompanied by 
a bearded officer in a pru.ssian uniform, the Grand Duke 
of Baden. 

In about ten minutes the Chief returned to table. 
He was vei^ angry and*indignant, and said ; “ This is 
really too bad I No peace from these Grand Dukes even 
at one’s meals. They will eventually force their way 
into one's bedroom. That must be put a stop to. It is 
voi,. I * X 
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ao^ iio in There the people "'v^ho want something 

Erom me'annouix^ theijr visite in writing, and I S. 
suitable time for them tQ caR. • Why should it* not be 
bhef^ame hete*?^’ * * 

After a while the* Ohief said to one of the at^ndantif 
svko was waitfeig upon us, “fleuiember in future in such 
zmes to say that,I €ln not at horcie. Whoever brings 
ihy visitor to me ^ung.nnouncect will be put under arrest 
and sent off to Berlin ; ” and after eating a few mopthfflls 
more,«1ie went on^ •. “ As if it were anything of import¬ 
ance 1 But merely curiosjtfy and a desire to kill "time. 
He shall see, however, I will shortly pay him»a surprise 
visit on some official matter, so that he cannot send me 


away.' . . . 

'"The conversation then turned on Boon’s asthma, 
.which according to Lauer is now improving. His rage 
at the appearance of the Grand Duke during the dinner 
hour still ^ visibly affected fhe Chief, who asked Lauer, 
“ What should one drink with marcna when in a bad 
terqper ? ” and on Lauer recommending something the 
name of -v^hich J could not catch, the Minister continued ; 
“ It upsets my digestion when anything exasperates me 
at meals ; and her^ I have had good reason to be angry. 
They think that one is'6nly made for their use.” Then 
addressing the servant again the Cffief said : “ Mind you 
send away the red lackeys, and say that I am not at 
home. Reinember that I And you, Karl (to Bphlen), 
must take care that this is done.” 

The name of Arnim Boitzenburg, the former Minister, 
then came up. The Chancellor said he had been his chief 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, and he went on to describe him as 
“ amiable, clever, but unstable and incapable of persistent 
or energetic action. He was like an india-rubber ball that 
bounoea again and again, but each time with diminishing 
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force until atjen^fi it ceases to move. *He4Jr8t\K^€UQ* 
qpinion, then weakened it by ^rffuincp-against "It himself, 
and w^t on criticising^Tiis own cricicLsm, until at la8t% 
there was nothing left and nothifig done.^ » • • 

Deibriick praised the^ son-im-law (Harry Arnim) as 
being well-informed and intelligent, ^Aough ^ unsym¬ 
pathetic and unambitious. Thii^ivag confirmed by the 
Chi^f, who said : “ Y^s, he is a .rocket in which th%y 
forgot to put in the powder. He has, however, a good 
head, but his reports* are not the^same on a(!iy two 
sucdbssive days—often bn the same day two thoroughly 
contradictory views. No reliance can be placed upon 
him." 

Arnim’s lack of ambition led some one to s’^eak of 
orders and titles, and the Chief said his first decoration 
was a medal for saving life, which he received for havitig* 
rescued a servant from drowning. I was ma^e an 
‘Excellency’ at the palace in Konigsberg.in 1861. I 
however, already had the title in Frankfort, .only 
there I was not a Prussian but a Federal Excellency. 
The German Princes had decided that, each *Mini8ter to 
the l^iet should have that title. Fdr the matter of that 
I did not trouble myself much ^opt it—nor aftei^arda 
either—I was a distinguished _Tnan mthout it." 

* Sunday, 'Novemher \Zth .—The Chancellor, in a 
general’s uniform and . helmet, and wearing several 
orders, went to-day to dine with the King. As he was 
lea^ung, Bohlen .said I 0 him : “ But you ought to have 
the ribbon of the Iron Cross in your button-hole.” 

“ It is there already,” replied’ the Minister. “ In 
other circumstances I should not wear it. I am ashamed 
before my own sons and many others -who have earned 
it but not got it, while aU the loafers at headquarters 
swagger about with it.” 
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Ifi the Svenmg then C^anciellor desired, me to send 

'k^menti'oi a repaint published by the Augsburg 

Allgev^in^ Zeitung, to the effect that Count" Arnim 
paid'a visit* tb‘head-quarters before his departure for' 
Rome. The Chief at tlfe sarqd time remarked : “I have 
told yoy. mor^efchan once that "you must not write so 
vidlently. Here you»are again, spdhking'of ‘hallucina¬ 
tion ’ (in correction of- an article by Archibald Forbes in 
the Daily Ntivs). Why not be civil ? I, too, have to 
be civh. Always this carping, malignant Style ! You 
must learn to write differently if you want to word: in 
such a distinguished Foreign Office, or we must make 
other arrangements. And such a bullying style ! Just 
like Brass, who might have had a brilliant position if he 
werS not so brutal.” “Hallucination” was th.e word 
\?sfed by the Minister himself ; but in future I shall be 
careful to sift my phrases so as to eliminate all rough 
words and nnly let soft ones find their way into the 
press. 

Hatzfeldt told n:\e at tea that the Chief had also 
“ carried on aviffully ” with him, adding that if he 
remained in such a temper for long he (Hatzfeldt) would 
thinkk of leaving. The Count will, however, in all 
probability, take plenty. of time to reconsider this 
matter. " “ 

Tuesday, November 15t7i.—*-The Chief is .still unwell. 
Theiss reports that the Court have their things s.eady 
packed to-day, and this is confirmed at lunch. The 
position of affairs between here and Orleans is not as 
good as it might be. The Minister also on sitting down 
to table mentions the possibility of our having to retire, 
and evacuate Veflrsailles for a time. There might be 
an attack from Dreux combined with a sortie on a l^rge 
scale from Peiris. He had repeatedly spoken of that 
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.possibility towaembers o# tb» general staff., E^n • 
lefymaQ could see that a ^ucceslftil attempt oi that kind 
in whicfi.not only the t^ourt hnd general steff bm ^Iso 
the he.vvy siege guns would be in danger of falling into 
'the hands of. the. Vnemy,»must’be the |ole chance of 
relieving Pari», and that the Frei^ch, therefore, rftay well 
hazard the attempt. ,> • 



CHAPTER XII 


GKbWING DES.PE FOR A DECISION IN VARIOUS ' 
DIRECTIONS 

Wednesday, November \Qth .—^The Chief is still un¬ 
well. One of the causes is supposed to be his morti¬ 
fication at the course of the negotiations with the 
South German States (which once more seem as if they 
would come to a standstill) and at the conduct of the 
military aujthorifies, who have on various occasions 
neglected to consult him, although the matters dealt 
with were not merely military questions. 

Count ‘^Waldersed dines with us. The Chief com¬ 
plains once more that the military authorities are pro¬ 
ceeding too slowly for him, and do not inform him of 
aU matters of importance. He had only succeeded, 
“ after repeated requests,’^ in getting them to send him 
at least those paxticidars whi^h they telegraph to the 
Germsm newspapers. It was different in 1866 . He was 
then 'present at all councils, and his view was frequently 
accepted. For instance, it was due to him that a direct 
attack upon, Vienna was given up, and that the army 
inarched on to the Hungarian frontier. “ And that is 
only as it should, be. It is necessary for my business. 
I must be informed of the course of military operations, 
in order that I may know the proper time at which to 
oondade peace.” 
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ThursdayflNovember \7thm —Alton and fijnoe xlad» 
ziVill are the Ohiefs ^upsts it# din;fier. A rumour is 
mention^ to the effect thht Garibaldi and 13,000 
,pf his •volunteers have ^been made prisoners. The 
Minister observed That is really disheartening—to 
make prisonere of 13,000 frnnctireura who are hot 
even>Frenchmen 1 W.^y, have thdj^ ftot been shot ? 

, He then complained that the tnilitary authorities so 
seldorA consulted him., “ This capitulation of Verdun, 
for instance—I should certainly not have advise? that. 
To undertake to return their ‘arms after peace had been 
concluded, and still more to let French officials continue 
the administration as they please. ‘ The first copdition 
might pass, ^ the conditions of peace might provide 
that th@ weapons should not be returned. But that 
lihrcment! It ties our hands in the interval, even 
should they place all kinds of obstacle* in our way and 
act as if there were absolutely no war. * They can 
openly stir up a rising in favour of the Republic,* and 
under this agreement we can do‘nothing ^o prevent 
them.” ’ After dwelling upoli this tgpic? for some time, 
the Minister concluded by saying : “ At all events, such 
a capitulation is unprecedentedJn history.” *' 

Some one referred to the article written by a diplomat 
in the Indipendanic Beige prophesying the restoration 
of Napoleon. “ No doubt,” observed the Chancellor, 

” Naftoleon fancies something of the kind’will happen. 
Moreover, it is not entirely impossible. If he made 
peace with us he might return with the troops he has 
now in Gernjany. Something in the style of Klapka’s’ 
Hungarian»Legion on a grand scale, to work in co¬ 
operation with us. And then his Government is still 
the legal one. Order being once restored, he would at 
the outside require an army of 2Q0,000 qien for its 
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^rLaintena^<;e. With th® exception of Paris, it would 
not be necessary tfl^ gar*iSon tl^f large towns with»troop8. 
Perhaps Lyons and Mar&eilles. The National* Guards 
would be sufficient for the pr 9 tection of the others. 
the republica^ were to rise^in reb’ellion.they could be 
bombarded and shelle^ out. ' ^ 

^ A telegram i^epbrting Granyifle’s statement -with 
regard to the Russian’ declaration concerning the Peace 
of Pai^s was sent by the King ,to the Chief, who Tt^ad 
it over to us. It ’^/as to th(^ effect that Russia, in taking 
upon herself to denounce' a portion of the Treaty of 
1856, assumed the right to set- aside the whole on her 
own initiative, a right which was .only possessed by 
the ^ signatory Powers collectively. Englg^nd could not 
tolerate such an arbitrary course, which threatened the 
■V-aliditys-of all treaties. Future complications were to 
be hpprehended. The Minister smiled, and said ; 

“ Future complications I Parliamentary speech-makers ! 
They are not going to venture. The whole tone is also 
in the future. That is the way in which one speaks 
when he does not ^jnean to do anything. No; there is 
nothing to be feared ofrom them now, as thefe was 
nothing to be hoped fr^m them four months ago. If 
at the beginning of the war the English had said to 
Napoleon, ‘ There must be no war,' there would have 
been none.” 

After a while the Minister continued : “ GorscLakoS 
is not carrying on in this matter a real Russian policy 
(that is, one in the true interests of Russia), but rather 
•a policy of violent aggression. . People still, believe that 
Russian diplomats are particularly crafty -and clever, 
full of artifices and stratagems, but that is not the case. 
If the people at St. Petersburg were clever they vcould 
BOt make tmy declaration of the kind, but would quietly 
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^uild men-of-war in the Slacl« Sea and wai^ yntif they 
^re ^eationed on subject, /Then they might 

reply tnsjt they knew nothing, about ^it^ but 
jnake inquiries, and so Iqt the matter drag on. That 
might continue fot a long time, aiid^finally people 
would get accTJstoMfled to it.” . , • • 

Another telegram^ announced* tBe election of t^e 
iPukfe of Aosta as King of Spain* The Chief sjiid ; “ I 


pity* h im—and them.. He is, moreover, electet^ by a 
smalj majority—not by tjje two-thhds originally in¬ 
tended. There were 190 ‘votes for him and 115 


against.” Alten was * pleased that the monarchical 
sentiments of the^ Spaniard.s* had ultimately prevailed. 
“Ah, those Spaniards!” exclaimed the Chief. “'J'hey • 
have nfO sense of what is honourable or becoming 1 • 
They showed that on 4^he outbreak of this "war. If 
only one of those Castilians who pfetend to have a 
monopoly of the sense of honour had but expressed his 
indignation at the cause of the present war, whiefi was 
after all Napoleon’s intervention iiS their previous'elec- 
tion of* a king, interfering with their free choice and 
treating them,as vassals! . . .». As a matter of fact, 
these Spaniards are all mere ^iLngelo de Mirandas,—he 
was formerly a* card sharpet-, and then confidant of 
Prim’s and probaljly also of the King’s.” After the 
Chief had made some further remarks, some one said 
tha#*it was now all over with the candidature bf the 


Prince of HohenzoUern. “ Yes,” replied the Chief, 
“ but only because he wishes it to be so. A couple of 
weeks ago J told him that it was still time. But he nd 
longer wanted to go on.” 

Saturday, November 19th. —We were joined at 
diimer by General von Werder, the Prussian Military 
Plenipotentiary at St. Petersburg. The .Chief, who 
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k>ok^ veiy pleased,‘said, Portly after® entering tha 
dining-rooip : “ Wfell, -v^* shall,pjobably be able to cor&e 
to £y3.*tinder8jiap4ing with ’Bavaria.” “ Yes,” es^blaimed 
Bohlen, “ something of that kjnd has already been tele¬ 
graphed to 01 ^ of the Berlin "papers"^ “ 1 am sorry for 
thjit,” replied the Minister; “it is premature. But of 
course, wherever fhere is a mob ■ of princes who have 
nothing to do and ^who feel bored, nothing can be kept 
secret.l/' 

The conversatiun then tvi-med on Vienna and Count 
Beust. The Chief said Beust had apologised for the 
recent discourteous note. It waB written by Biegeleben, 
and not by himself. ’ The reference to Biegeleben led to 
the discussion of the Gagem family and to the once 
celebrated Heinrich von Gagem (President "of the 
Reichstag in the Paulskirche at Frankfurt). “ I remem¬ 
ber,”* the Chief siiid, “in 1850 or 1851, Manteuffel was 
instructed to bring about an understanding between 
the (j^agern and the Conservative sections of the Prus¬ 
sian ‘party.—at leasts as far, as the King was disposed 
to go in the cau^te of German unity. Ma'nteuflel 
selected Gagern and myself for this piirpose, ahd so 
we were both invited oeq day to a souper d trois at 
his place. At first* there* was little or no mention of^ 
politics; but Manteuffel afterwards made some excuse 
for leaving us alone. When he left I immediately 
began to talk politics, explaining my standpoLdt to 
Gagem in a plain, business-like wfjy. You should have 
heard Gagern I He assumed his Jovo-hke aspect, lifted 
his eyebrows, ran his fingers through his hair, rolled his 
eyes and cast them up *10 heaven so perpendicularly that 
you could hear the joints in his neck crack, and poured 
out hifl grand phrases to me as if I were a public meet- 
iug. Of course, that did not help him much with me. 



Nov. VICTOR/A A^TD T/fJSBOMBARDMEltt^x^ 

' ~~ • • • ■—V-JK •-» 

t replied coolly, and we tenmined dividedbeforej^ 
V^en J^upiter £ad re^jjpd, Mantenffel asl^ed, * * Well, 
what an^Skgement have you come, to toge^l^er ? ' •\Qh,’ 
t replied, ‘ no arrai^emenj; at all. * The man is a fooL 
He takes me for a {Jublic meeting ! A n^re watering- 
can of fine phrases )> Nothing can be dond with htm.' ’* 

The subject of the bo*>bardmcn\ hhving been intr% 
duced, the €hief said : “ I told the King again yester¬ 
day that it was time tew begin, and ho had no obigetion 
to make. He replied that Ijp had givfn orders to begin, 
but that the generals said they could not. I know 
exactly bow it is. It ‘is Stosch, Treskow, and Pod- 
bielski.” 

Some one asked : “ And Hindersin ? ’ 

“H(? is also against it,” said the Chief. ” I'oclbiclski 
(so I understood him to say) “ could be brought round.* 
But the other two are influenced by considerafions 
affecting their own future.” 

It appeared from some further remarks of the 
Minister that, in his opinioi^ first ^ueen Viotoria, ’and 
then, at 'her instance the Crown Princess, and, finally, 
the Cfown Privee, persuaded by his consort, will not 
h%ve Paris bombarded; while •the’generals “cannot” 
Ijombard the city out of consideration for the views of 
the Crown Prince, who will, of course, be the‘future 
King, and will have the appointment of Ministers of 
War,*commandants of army corps, and field marshals. 

The late General von Mdllendorff having been men¬ 
tioned, the Minister related the follbwing anecdote :I 
remember after the Ma*ch rising, when the King and ’ 
the troops i^ere at Potadam, I went the^ too. A council 
was being held as to what was to be done. Mdllendorff 
was ifiresent, and sat not far from me. He seemed to be 
in pain, and could scarcely sit down for the beating he 
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Jiad recej,ved. All kkid» of euggestidns were made, but 
no one Trnew exac<^y wiAit w£^b to be cTone. I _sat n8ar 
the piano and^said not^hirfg, but played a few.lmrs ” (he 
hummed the opening of the infantry march "for th^ 
charge). “ (dd Molle^dorff «udderriy stood up, his face 
befiaming with •’pleasure,. and, hobbling over, threw his 
^rms round my nfeck", and said.: hat’s right. I tnow 

what you mean. Match on Berlin ! ’ There was ndthing 
to be done with the King, however, and the other® b^d 
not tlie pluck.” 

After a while the Chahcellor asked Werder : “How 
much does each visit to the Tsaar cost you ? ” I do not 
know jvhat Werder’s answer was, but the Chief went on : 
“ It was always a rather costly business for me—par¬ 
ticularly in Zarskoje. There I had always to pay from 
>io to 29 and sometimes 25 rovibles, according as I drove 
out to see the Emperor with or without an invitation. It 
was always more expensive in the former ca.se. I had to 
fee *the coachman and footman who brought me, the 
majt)rdoin,o who received me—he wore a sword when I 
came on invitatioi)., and then the running footman who 
conducted me through ^he whole length of the caAle—it 
must be about a 'chouaand yards—to the Emperor’s 
apartments. Well, he really earned his five roubles. 
And one never got the same coachman twice. I could 
never recover these expenses. We Prussians were alto¬ 
gether badly paid. Twenty-five thousand thalers Salary 
and 8,000 thalers for rent. For that sum I cer¬ 
tainly had a house* as large and fine as any palace in 
* Berlin. But all the furniture was old, shabby, and faded, 
and when I had paid for repairs and other odds and ends 
it cost me 9,000 a year. I found, however, that I 
vas not obliged to spend more than my salary, aitd so 
I helped myself out of the diflGLculty by not entertaining. 
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The French S^icdster had ,30(^000 franca, an^ wfta 
a^ition allowed ^ charge his Gc^veriynent with *the ex¬ 
pense o^^any receptions ^^ich‘he jchoae to lo^ ujyw aa 

official.” • • • 

♦ ^ • 

* “ But you had'rfit leaf^ fretf firing,” said Werder, 

“and at St. Petersh^frg that amounts to sftnethixg ccto- 
siderable in the*courstj of^the year.''* • 

“ Excu 8§ me, but I had not,” replied the Chief, “ I was 
olxlig^d to pay for that j;oo. Wood would not have been 
so Sear if the* officials had not made itolo. I remember 
once s'eeing some very good limber in a Finnish boat. I 
asked the peasants^what, the price was and they men¬ 
tioned a very moderate figure. . But when I wanted to 
buy it they asked if* it was for the Treasury (he used the 
Russian Jerm).* I was imprudent enough to reply t\iat 
it was not for the Imperiivl Treasury (he again used the* 
Russian words) but for the Royal Prussian Legafton. 
When I came back to have the wood removed they had 
disappeared. Had I given them the address of a trades¬ 
man, with whom I could afterwards have .made* an 
arrangen^ent, I might have ^ot the wood at a third of 
the’p'^i«e I usually paid. They evidently regarded the 
Prussian Minister aa one of the Tsar’s officials "knd 
thbiight to themselves : ‘ No, when it-comes to payment 
h^ will say that we If^ve stolen the wood, and have us 
locked up until we give iif to him for nothing.’ ” The 
Chief«*hen gave some instances of the way m w'hicb the 
Tachinowniks harassed •and exploited the peasantry, and 
afterwards returned to the subject of the poor pay 
of Prussian Ministers aa compared with those of other 
countries. T It is just the same* in Berlin," he said. 
“ The Prussian MiniAer has 10,000 fhaleare, but the 
Fugliab Ambassador has 63,000, and the Russian 
44,000, while the latteFs Glovemment bears ^he coat of 
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^terfkinments, a^jd jf t^e Tsar’^stajs with him he 
usually* revives a full .year’s salary as compensatien. 
Of c<jur8e,* in suc^i circmnstahees, we cannot li,eep pace 
wifH them.’* * * ’ 

Tuesday, Noverrlbe^ ’22n<f .—Prince Pless, Major vofi 
Alten,^nd amount Stolberg dine with us. Mention is 
nfade of a great disaovery of first Tate wine in a cellar 
near Bougival, wlpclv has been confiscated in acco];dance 
with the la\fs of war. Bohlen complains that none of it 
has :^ached us.' , Altogether the Foreign Office is' as 
badly provided as possible^' Care is always taken to set 
apart the most uncomfortable Ipdgings for the Chief, and 
they have been invariably lucky in finding such. “Yes," 
said tiie Chancellor, laughing, “ it is pure churlishness on 
th^ part to treat me like that. And so' ungrateful, as 
d’have ^always looked after their interests in the Diet. 
But> they shall, see mo thoroughly transformed. I 
started for the war devoted to the military, but I shall 
go ■ home a convinced Parliamentarian. No more 
military budgets.” 

Prince Pless praises the Wllrtemberg troops. They 
make an excellent impression and come next to pur own 
in the matter of. military bearing. The Chancellor 
agrees but thinks the Bavarians also deserve commenda¬ 
tion. , He appears to be particularly pleased at the 
summary way in which they shoot down the'’‘fradc- 
vola’irs.” *1 Our North German soldiers follow .prders 
too literally. When one of those footpads fires at a 
Holstein dragoon he gets off his horse, runs after the 
fellow with' his heavy sword and catches him. He then 
brings him to his lieutenant, who either lets him go or 
hands him over to his superior officer—which comes to 
the same thing, as he is then set free. The Bavarian acta 
differently. He knows that war is war, and kee|)8 up 
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the good old^ customs. He do^ not hets^ 

S^ot at from behind, but siioo^ first himselfy** . ^ 

In‘the evening I«pt^paxe(J BSrnstorflSs despatch* 
respecting the capture of a German ship in hlil^ish 
"Vraters \)y the Frtpch ffigate •LJesaix for our press ; 
also the lette^ to Lundy on the exporptof arms fix>m 
England to France; and finally aitonged that our papers 
should no longer defeiM*Bazainc against the charge t)f 
tIreasQp, “ as it does him harm.” * 

• \Vednesday, November ^.Zrd. —T^ie morning'tasked 
Bucher how the Bavarian 'ft’caties were getting on and 
whether they would not be finally Settled this evening. 
“ Yes,” was the reply, “ if nothing happens in the mean¬ 
time—and it need not be anything very important. 
Could you imagine what it was that recently ncEU-ly 
wrecked the negotiations? The question of collars-qr 
dpaulettes ! The King of Bavaria wanted to retaip the 
Bavarian collar, while his Majesty wished to have it 
replaced by ours. The Chief, however, finally brought 
. him round by saying : ‘ But, ^ur Majesty, if. the 
IVeaty ^is not concluded now, and ii> ten j^ears’ time 
perhaps the Bavarians are arrayed against us in battle, 
what will history say when it becoipes known thqjt the 
• negotiations miscarried owing^to these collars ?’ More¬ 
over, the King is not the worst—but rather the Minister 
6f War.” As I was then called away I could not for 
the jpoment unriddle this mystery. I afterwards learned 
that the qi^estion w^ whether the Bavarian officers 
should in future wear the badge of their rank on their 
collars as hitherto, or on their shoulder-straps like-the 
North Gernlan troops. ' Bucher having alluded to the 
strong Republican sympathies which Alten had yesterday 
displayed. Pleas also observed: “ Really if we had 
ImdWn what sort of people these Princes were at the time 
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#^e were ^isci^sing Crpninal Cod^ m the Diet 
we ehonl^' Bot have helped to make» the provisiopa 
f respecting t^se-maj^st^ so sevei^>’ The Chief r^iarked, 
with’a laugh*; •“•Ever^’one of us has already (Reserved 
ten years’ penal servitude if &.11 out:" jibbing at prince^* 
during Jhe campaign were proved againsj^^us.” 

• We were joined .at dinner by^ Count Frankenberg 
and Prince Putbi^s. . Both wor4’ the Iron Cross. , The 
guests mentioned that people were very anxiou^s m 
BerHifTor the borpbardment to Legin and grumble(J a 
great deal at its postponement. The rumour as to the 
influence of certain great ladies_being one of the causes 
of the delay appears to b,e very widespread. “ I have 
often told the King so,” said the Chief, “ but it cannot be 
donfe ; they will not have it.” “ The Queen ? ” suggested 
svnne one. “ Several queens,” corrected tl e Chancellor, 
“ and princesses., I believe also that Masonic influences 
and scruples have helped.” He then again declared 
that'he regarded the investment of Paris as a blunder. 
“ I have never beep in favour of it. If they had left 
it alone w^e should have made more progress, or at 
leaat we should have had a better position ,before 
Europe. We have certainly not added to our prestige 
by spending eight weeks,, outside Paris. We ought co 
have left Paris alone and sought the French in the opeu 
country. But otherwise the bombardment ought to 
have,.begun at once. If a thing has to be done, d‘^*it! ” 
The conversation then turned upon the treatment of 
the French rural population, and Putbus related that a 
.Bavarian officer had ordered a whole villsige to be 
burned to the ground and the wine in the qeUars to be 
poured out into”the gutter because the inhabitants of 
the place had acted treacherously. Some one else 
observed that the soldiers at some other place had ^ven 
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M fearful dresfa^^^ w » iiad been caught ili an^ 

^acV* of treachery* The Minister a^in praiaefd the 
^energy of ^he Bavarian^ l6utvsaid with regard t^.the, 
pecond c^e : “ One ought either to treat‘people as eo"n- 
iflerately as possibld^ir to jjut it but of their power to 
do mischief—on^ or^the bther.”^ After r'sftecting for •a 
^Qment, he added ; “»Be civil to the very last stop of 
he gallows, but hang alfthe same. • One should only be 
rude t^ friend when one feels sure that he will not take 
pit afuiss. HoV rude one^ is to his wtffi, for instance ! 
That reminds me, by the way», Herr von Keudell, will 
you please telegraph to, Reinfeld, ‘ If a letter comes 
from Count Bismarck hold it Jback; and forward it to 
the Poste Restante or to Berlin ’ ? I have written 
various things to my wife which are hot overflowing 
with loyal reverence. My jfather-in-law is an old gentle- • 
man of eighty-one, and as the Countess has now heft 
Reinfeld, where she was on a visit to him, he would open 
and read the letter and show it to the pastor, w^io 
would tell his gossips about it, and presently jt would 
get into the newspapers.” * ^ 

Bleibtreu’s sketch represcntiug^General Reiile as he 
came yp 4Jie hill at Sedan to deliver Napoleon's lettei* to 
^ the* King was then.mentioned, and some one remarked 
that from the way in which the general w^s taking off his 
cap, he looked as if he w(?ro going to shout Hurrah ! 
The Chief said : “ His demeanour was thoroughly 

dignified and correct. I spoke to him alone while the 
King was writing his reply. He .urged that hard 
conditions should not be imposed upon a great army 
which had foqght so bravely. I shrugged my shoulders. 
He then said rather thhn submit they would blow up 
l^the fortrea*. I. said, ‘Well, do efy—rfokiteji tauter V I 
i^iaked liim then if the Emperor could still depen^ upon 
voi.. I Y 
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ihe jtrm^^nd offixJer|,. Jle said ^es.^ And whether 
his inertru^tions and oilers still held good in Met^? 
Reil|§ ani^ered t^is questioVi "also in the aflj^nnative, 
an^* as we* 8aV, he * was right at the time. ... If 
Napoleon had only mj*de peatje thqii I believe he wouW 
still b^ a respected ruler. !But he i.s a silly fool t I 
s&id so sixteen years ago when norone would believe me. 
Stupid and sentirjiental. The King also thought ^or the 
moment thift it would be peace, and wanted me, to ^y 
whaf * conditions we should propose. But I said 
him ‘Your Majesty, we can hardly have got "as far 
as that yet.’ Their Highnesses and Serene Highnesses 
then pressed so close to us that I had twice to beg the 
King to move further off. I should have preferred to 
tell them plainly, ‘ Gentlemen, leave us alone ; you have 
tiothing to do here.’ The one thing which prevented 
me*from being ];udo to them was that the brother of our 
Most Grac'lous was the ringleader and chief offender of 
the whole prying mob.” 

• About 10 o’clock I wont down to tea, and found 
Bismarck—Bohlen and H^tzfcldt still there. The Chief 
was in the salon with the three Bavarian, Pleni- 
jjotsntiaries. In about a quarter of an hour he opened 
one side of the door, Ijent his head forward with hii^^, 
friendliest look, and came in with a glass in his haad 
and took a seat at the table. 

Well,” he said, his voice and looks betrayjng his 
emotion, “the Bavarian Treaty is made and signed. 
German unity is sqcure, and the German Emperor too.” 
We were all silent for a moment. I then begged to be 
allowed to bring awj^y the pen with which he held signed 
it. “ In God’tf name, bring all three,” he said ; “ but 
the gold one is not amongst them.” I went and took 
the three pens that lay near the document. Two of^ 
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t m were Bti^ w^t. Two eijpty cha^pagd? bottle^^ \ 
3d close by. Bring us anptUer bottle,"^ said the 
Chief to*the servant. ♦ ^t is. an eV^nt.” Then, after ' 
reflecting tor a while, he observed: “ Thb *now8pa{)5r8 
vPill not be satisfied,'^nd hb who‘writes history in the 
usual way mqy criticise our agreeme^jfe. may 

possibly say, ‘ Tie stupid fellow sheuld have asked f<3r 
more * ho would have gftt it, as they jwould have been 
compelied to yield.’ And he may bo riglit so far as the 
‘ colnpelled ’ is concerned. But wlial^*! attached* ftxore 
importance to was that tI?o.y should be thoroughly 
pleased with the thing. ^What arc treaties when people 
are compelled to enter into th^m ! • And I know that 
they went away pleased .... I did not want to 
squeeze them Or to make capital out of the situati6n. 
The Treaty has its deficiencies, hut it is for that, reason. 
all the more durable. ^I’lic future cqn supply those 
deficiencies .... The King also was nc/t satisfied. 
He was of opinion that such a Treaty was not worth 


much. My opinion is quite different^ I consider it one 
of the mqst important result* which we’ have* attained 
during Recent years. I finally succcetfed in carrying it 
[throqgh by exciting apprehensions, of English iiitcr- 
vention unless the^ matter were, speedily settled . . . . 


As to the question ot the Emperor, I made that proposal 
palatable to them in the course of the negotiations by 
repre^ 9 nting that it must be easier and more, satisfactory 
fortheir sovereign to corjeede certain rights to thcGerman 
Emperor than to the neighbouring ^viug of Prussia.” 

On the Minister then speaking somewhat-slightingly . 
of the King oT Bavaria, he was like, a boy, did not know 
his own mind, lived ia “ dreams,” and so on—Abeken 


(who had entered in the meantime, and was naturally 
aggrfhved at these remarks) said : “ But surely the young 

Y 2 
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King is avery nice naanj ” ^ “ So are of us here,” 
said the Cfeief, as he loolf^ed round at the whole compaiji^'' 
one pj’ter dlhother. ' Loud-laughter from the Ce^itre and 
the Left. O’v^iT a second bottle of champagne which he 
drank with us, the (Aiief cam& (I forget how the subjeOt 
was inl^oduc^) to speak of his t>wn death- He asserted 
tHat he should dia* ii> his 7l8t ^oai^, ^a conclusion which 
he arrived at fronj some combinfition of figures w^ich I 
could not understand. I said : “ Excellency must not 
do tlft!t. It wov£i/i be too early. One must drive a\fray 
the Angel of Death ! ” • 

“No,” he replied. “ In 18Q6—still fifteen years. I 
know it. It is a mystic number.” 

Thursday^ November 2,4Lth .—Busily engaged all the 
mohning with various articles on the' Treaty with 
-Bhvariao written in the sense of the Chief s utterances of 
last flight. Wollmann told me that a Colonel Krohn had 
arrested a hiwyer at a place in the Ardennes for having 
treffcherously entered into communication with a band 
of franctireurs, and fthe court-martial having sentenced 
the man to death, ho had pfOsented a petition fQr pardon. 
The Chief had, however, written to the Minister pf War 
to-day that he wouild advise the King tb let justice, take 
its course. - , » 

C< 4 lonol General Staff, and Major Hdl 

are the Chiefs guests at dinner to-day. The Minister 
again complained that the military authorities «ip not 
communicate sufficient informwtion to him and too 
seldom consult him, “ It was just the same with the 
. appointment of Vogel von Falkenstein, who has now 
locked up Jacoby. If I have io speak on' that subject 
in the Reichstag, I shall wash mjr hands of the matter. 
They could not possjibly have done moip to spoil the 
brotffi for mo.” “ I came to the war,” he repeSffed, 



Nov.^, i^o] 


THE CRO^I\PRINCESS 3a$ 

^ - jg -ri 

‘idisposed to TIo everything fcft" thte military ^wthoritierf,* 
bdt in •future I shall^ go ovh» to^the adyocatea of 
Parliam5n*ary government, and if they wprjry me t«;;>ych 
Qiore, !• shall hav@ a chjiir placed for myself on the 
extreme Left.”, 

The Treaty'nvuth Bavaria was then ihcntioned, ahd 
it" wae said that th^ which had been cn*- 

eaunt?!red arose partly on the Natlonlil side, on which 
th^ Minister^ observed/ “It is really ^remarkablp^ how 
many .clever people there aye who, nevertheless, under¬ 
stand nothing about politics. For instance, the man 
who always sat on my right here (DelbrUck). A very 
clever man, but no .politician.”’ > 

Suddenly .changing the subject, he said : “ fhe 
English *are beside themselves, and their newspapers 
demand war on account? of a note which is nothing' 
more than a statement of opinion on a point of law—for 
that is all that Gort8chakofl’’s Note amounts to,” 

Later on the Minister returned once more to the 
postponement of tlie bombai^ment,’whiph hc> regarded 
as dangefous from a political standpoint. “ Hero wo 
have ndw collected this enormous *mas8 of siege artillery. 
The \vhole world is waiting for ue to begin, and yef the 
g^ns remain idle tip to the present. That has certainly 
damaged us with the neutral Powers. The effect of our 
success at Sedan is very seriously diminished thereby, 
and When one thinks on what grounds.” One of* the 
causes of the delay brotight him to 8j>eak of the Crown 
Princess, of whom he said : “ She Is in general a very 

clever person,, and really agreeable in her way, but she 
should not interfere in politics.” He then again related 
the anecdote about the glass of water which he told me 
near^rehanged, only this time it was in French that the 
Princess spoke. 
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iF'ridktu/, Noi'ember *25th .—In the Ciorning I c?at 
out for th^ %n article frop) the I^etie Fre^ Pr^e, 

an® jptich Qrgi^ville’s. note is described asotfmid and 
colourless; and arrange fop the pepublicaticm by £^1 
our papers ^ France of the ■^elegram of July last, in 
\^ich* Napoleon stated that the ■'j^holi French people 
tfipproved of the'^de’claration o^war which he had just 
despatched.^ * * • " • 

^^hilst I w^ walking witb^Wollmann in the°att»r- 
noon, he told nrte an anecdote of the Chief which is 
very neat—although I must add that my informant is 
not quite trustworthy. Wollmann said : “ On the night 
of the 14th to the 15th of June, 1866, Manteuffel tele¬ 
graphed that he had crossed the Elbe, and asked how 
he was to treat the Hanoverians. Thereupon the 
‘ Minister wrote the answer ‘ Treat them as country¬ 
men, if necessary to death.’ He asked mo : ‘ Do 
you understand that ? ’ ‘ Yes, Excellency,’ I replied. 

‘ a!i right then,’ he added, ‘ but, you see, it is for a 
general.’” 

Saturday, Novemher 26</i.—Wrote severAl articles, 
including one on Trochu’s extraordinary production in 
the Figaro of the 22nd instant, praising those whom he 
considered specially deserving of commendation in the 
defeni^e of the city. The Chief read over to me some 
of the passages he had marked, saying : ” These heroic 

deeds of the defenders of Paris are mostly of shch an 
ordinary kind that Prussian generals w'ould not think 
them worth mentiohing ; while others are mere swagger 
and obvious impossibilities. Trochu’s brakes have made 
more prisoners when they are all ^reckoned \ip than the 
whole French army during the entire investment of 
Paris. Then here is this Captain Montbrisaon, wjho is 
commended for having marched*at the head of bis 
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< 4 plurnn to theafittack, and tad^imself liftod ifver A wall 
irf order to re<!bnnoitrc,—that^was merol^ lira duty. 
Then her^this theatric?i.r"vamty^ wfiero Private ^letty 
made p»i8oner8 of ^liree Prusaians, iKir tit*fei'nxet<S de“son 
attitude. The firmnesa'pf hiS attitude 1 And our 
Pomeranians ate ^umhle pie before hi.*J& 1 That may 
do for a Boulevard' tljeatre, or a circus,—but "in 
r^ali^y I Then this 1 [off, who on. several occaaiona 
alauglStered in aingle combat no less than twenty-seven 
Prussians I He must be ^ Jew, this triple nine-poiHidcr I 
Probably a cousin of Mtfiz'-IIoff of the Old or New 
Wilhelmstrasse—at any rate a Miles Gloriosus. And 
finally this Terreau.x, who captured a fanion, together 
with the porte-Jatiioii. That is a company flag for 
marking the line—which we do not use at all. ‘And 
the Commander-in-Chief of an army officially reports 
such stuff! Really this list of eomixicndations ie just 
like the battle pictures in the gallery of toutes les gloii'es 
de la France, where each drummer at Sebastopol and 
Magenta is preserved for posteri^j'^, simply because ho 
beat his’drum.” 

At dinner the Chief compfiyued : “ I was yesterday 
visited by a whole scries of rrysfortunes, one on top of 
the other. Picst of all some one wanted to sec me on 
important business (Odo Russell). ^ I tjend word re¬ 
questing him to wait for a few moments, as I am 
engtJged on a pressing matter. On my asking for him a 
quarter of an hour later, I find he has gone, and possibly 
the peace of Europe is at stake. 

“Then I go to see the King as early Ua 12 o’clock, 
and the consequence is that I fall into the hands of the 
Grand Duke of Weimar, who obliged me, as his Chan¬ 
cellor, to listen to a letter which he has written to an 
august personage .(the Emperor of Bussia), and thua 
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'waetts a^ood fleal of, tiqie. ... T am to tell higa 
*what I iAik of the lettey, but I decline to do so, Have 
I then anything to ot)ject t55 ft ? he asked in 4 piqued 
foife*. I CflnhcTt say* that either, although I would 
observe that I should have wntten tiie letter differently. 


What ^o I with altered ? I stick to my- point, and say 
I cannot express an «opinion, because if the letter, went 
\?ith my correctioijs !• should be held responsible for ifs 
contents. ‘ Well, then, I must speak to the ’King,’ 
‘Do so,’ I reply ^coolly, ‘ and take over‘the office of 
Chancellor of the Confederation, if you like. But if the 
letter goes off, I for my part shall immediately telegraph 
to the place of destination that I have had nothing to 
do witS it.’ I thus lost an hour, so that telegrams of great 
imp&rtance had to wait, and in the meantime, decisions 
ijiay ha\e been arrived at and resolutions taken which 
would have very serious consequences for all Europe, and 
might change the political situation. That all came of 
its being a Friday. Friday negotiations, Friday 
measures I ” 

Bucher'told n>e the Crown Prince recently sarid to the 
Chancellor that too little had been secured by the 
Bavasian Treaty. After such great successes we ought 
to have asked for moye. “ Yes ; but how were we to ged. 
it?” asked the Chief. “ Why, we ought to force them,’" 
was the Crown Prince’s repl}u “ Then,” said the Chan- 
cellor^ “ I cam only recommend your Royal Highneas to 
begin by disarming the Bavarian Army Corps here,” a 
remark which, of course, was intended ironically. 

Sunday, November 27th. — We were joined at dinner 
by Count Lehndorff a^iid Count' Holnstein. The latter 
is Master of the Horse to King Ldwia, and one of his 


confidential advisers. j 

The Chief spoke at first of the Russian questiom He 
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: “Vienifc, Florence, «md* Ccftistantlno^# have not^ 
;^t e5;^res8ed Iheir ^ews; ^t. Peteraburg and 

Londoir b^kve done ao, and those the jn^t imp<v^^ant 
factors.* There, hqwever, jthe matter is satisfactory.” 

Subsequently ftffairs .at Rfunich \^ro discussed. 
Holnstein obssrviijg, amongst other tlfings, tiiat |hc 
French Legation had greyitly deceived themselves befoso 
t^e ©utbrmk of the war as to the attitude of Bavaria. 
They Jud ged by two oi; three ardently Catholic an^ anti- 
Prussian salons, and even t^iouglit thfit Prince Luitpold 
would become King. The* Chief replied : “ I never 
doubted that Bavaria would join us, but I had not hoped 
that she would decide so speedily to do so,” • 

Holnstein told us that a shoemaker in Munich Jhad 
made a good deal of money by letting his windows, from 
which a good view could J)e had of the captured TurcoS 
as they marched by, and presented seveirty-nine florins to 
the fund for the wounded soldiers. People had come 
even from Vienna to see that procession. This led* the 
conversation to the shooting ol^ these treacherous 
Africans, *on which the Chief said : “ J'liere should have 
been rto question of making priapners of these blacks.” 
Holastein : “ I believe* they do*not*do so any longer." 
Tfie Chief: “If I had my way every soldier who mode 
a* black man prisoner should be placed ander •arrest. 
They are beasts of prey, and ought .to be shot down. 
The fex has the excuse that Nature hiis riiadc him so, 
but these fellows—they are abominably unnatural. 
They have tortured our soldiers to death in the most 
shameful way. ” 


chapter XIII 


REMOVAL OF THE ANXIETY RE^iPECTINQ THE BAVARIAN 

TREATY IN THE REiCHSTAG-THE BOMBARDMENT 

FURTHER POSTPONED. 

r. 

Monday, November 28 t?i .—Prince Pless and Count 
Mattzahn dined with ns. At fir.st the Minister spoke 
til&out Hume, the American .spiritualist, a doubtful 
chartictoh, who kad lieen at Versailles, and who was to 
be arrested if he showed himself here again. The 
Chi^f then said: “The fellow managed to .sneak into 
the 'Crowp Prince’s. But that is explained by the fact 
that whoever can speak even broken English is welcome 
there. The next thing will be for them to appoint 
Colbhel Walker my snecessor as Chancellor ofo the 
Confederation.”^ Bohlen exclaimed,I suppose ybu 
know .that Garibaldi has been thrashed.” Some orfc 
observed that if he were taken prisoner he ought to be 
shot for having meddled in the war without authority. 
“ They ought to be first put into a cage like beasts 
in a menagerie,” said Bohlen. “ No,” said the Minister ; 
“I have another idea. They sjiould be taken to Berlin, 
and marched through the town with these words on a 
placard suspended round their necks, ‘ Italians, House 

' Walker, the English K.utueoffof Count Bismarck-Bohlen, H.B.H.’s 
Military Plenipotentiary at headquartora, waa not held in much eetilkatiun 
by the OhanoJlnr and his entowroj^. 
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Correctiofi, Ingratitvfdc,'* and Ik'. tl^m* ^marched 
rtiroug^ the town.” ^‘^»And*aftotsvard« tQ Spandau," 
suggesfeti Bohlen. The Chief *ftddod*Or on(^ "inight 
.inscribe merely the word^, ‘ Itai^Mis, Vcni<;e. Spandau.’” 

The Bavarian que^ion and tlic situ%/;ion at Munich 
was then di8'(?us.s^. The Chief ^said The "King is 
Undecided. I^t is olj’^i*us that he would rather n*t. 
He flccordhngly pretends to be ill, has toqthache, keeps 
Iris bed.^w'here tln>Ministers cannqt roach hink. Or 
he retires to a distant huiwting-box iV the mountains to 
which there is no telegrapli line, nor even a proper 
road.” 

Some one having remarked that in the present^ircum- 
stances he is. after all, the. best Bavarian ruler fo» our* 
purposes, the Chief said; “Yes; if he were to die he would * 
be succeeded by little Otto, whom we have had here. A 
poor creature, with very little intelli^encji. He would 
be entirely in the hands of the Austrians and yitra- 
montanes. He has ruined himself; that is, if }\e was 
ever worth anything.” 

General Reille’s name again brought up the question 
of Napoleon’s .surrender, “The King thought,”^ said 
yi(? Chancellor, “ on reading Nape^eon's letter, that it 
jneant more 'fof us than it did. ‘ H<‘ must at least 
surrender Metz to us,’ sajd the King to nle. I Veplied, 

‘ I do not know, your Majesty ; w'c arc not aware what 
pov?^r he still has over the troops.’ Vhe Emperor 
should not have needlessly surrendered himself as a 
prisoner, but have made peace wuHi us. Jlis generals 
would have followed Ijim.” The Minister then again 
related thb incident of the letfer \Veimar wished to 
write to the Emperor Alexander; and it appeared that 
thg day befofe yesterday the Chitff had, in a moment of 
irritation, represented the expressions which he had 
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y acitie^Jy were., A«cordir^^o the present ^couift, 
^elrfiSj aaid^ ki .conclusion, that his only object was a 
patriotic on§. He (th^ Minister) replied he qftite be-* 
^ieved that, hcy^ it would not mjike the letter any more 
useful. * The letter has probably notobeeti sent off. 
f The question of the bombardment then came up' 
and, in connection therewith, the intrigues which are 
noy being carried on by Bishop Dupanloup, and the 
part he played in the opposition at the Vatican Council. 
“Women and freemasons,” said the Chief, “arc chiefly 
responsible if our operations against Paris are not con¬ 
ducted as energetically as they should be. Dupanloup 

has ^influenced Augusta.Pie also wrote me a 

pile of letters, and took me in to such an extent that I 
sent theha to Twickenham.” ^ (The Chancellor must 
have meant, Chifelehurst). “ He must be packed off 
when our people get to Orleans, so that Von der Tann 
may not be swindled by him.” .... “That reminds 
me,” continued the Chief, “ that the Pope has written a 
very nice letter ^‘tho French Bishojjs, or to several of 
them, saying that they should not enter mto any under¬ 
standing with the Garibaidians.” 

Somebody having expressed anxiety about som^^ 
matter'which i wrfs unable to catch, the Chief observed ; 
“ A more important question for me—indeed, the most 
important—is what will be done at Villa Coublay ;"that 
is the main point. The Crown T*rince said recently, 
when I mentioned the matter to him, * I am ready to 
^ve up the command for that purpose.’ I felt like 
replying, ‘And I,am prepared to assume it.’’ Give me 
the post of Commander-in-Chief for twenty-fom hours, 
andT will'take it updh myself. I would then give Qpe 
odinmand only : ‘ Commence the bombardment.’ ” 




Villa Cou^jlay^ is a plsM^ no4 far ftom ^ewfcilles^ 
^ere the siega park has ^en collected amd 
remains •instead of beillg^ placed uT positioli. Bpcher 
tells me tliat the Chancellor has appcftil^ directly* to 
Che King to hasten ^he bdmbardment. Tliti Chief con¬ 
tinued: “ The ^sertion* of the generals ^Hat thgy have 
not enough ammuiti^on is untrue* •They do not wrfht 
to begin because the Mcir Appancnt^ does not wish it 
He does not wish it because his wife and* his mother- 
in- faw are against it. * 

“ They have brought together three hundred cannon 
and fifty or sixty mortars, and five hundred rounds of 
ammunition for each gun. That is certainly enough. 

I have been spcakiilg to artillerymen, who said t^at they 
had not used half as much ammunition at Strassbur^ as 
they have collected here ; and Strassburg was a Qibralt^ 
compared to Paris. It would be cosy^to fire the 4 jar- 
racks on Mont Valdrien, and if the forts ^f Issy and 
Vanvres were properly shelled so that the garrisons 
should bo compelled to bolt, the einjcinte (of cours% we 
know it).would be of little*importance. Th*e ditch is 
not bipader than the length of this room. I am con¬ 
vinced that if jx)vured shells into the city itself* for 
five or six days, and they found.out that our guns reached 
fwther than theirs—•that is to say, 9,000 Paris 

would give in. True enough the wealthier quarters are 
on this side of the city, and it is a matter of indiffcia;ncc 
to the pieople at Bcllaville whether wc blow them to 
pieces or not; indeed, they arq, pleased when wc 
destroy the houses of the richer classes. As a mafter • 
of fact, we ought to have attacked Paris from another 
direction; or still better, left it altogether alone, and 
continued our/orward march. Ncysv, however, that we 
hav€ begun, we most set about the affair in earnest. 
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r, Starving mem out m^y last a long tim^ perhaps till 
the spring. ' At any rate^ they have flour enough up 
Januap?^. . c. . If -vnre h'ad.bega?! the bombardment at 
the right tiihe, there would have been no question of 
the Loire army. Alter the engagement at Orleans,'’ 
where Von de^Tann was obliged to retire, the mihtary 
authorities (not I) regarded our position in Versailles 
as critical. Had we begun the 1 >ombardment four ^eeks 
ago, we should now in all probability be in Paris, and 
that is'the main p(;)int. As it is, however, the Parisiaiis 
imagine that we are forbidden to fire by Imndoh, St. 
Petersburg, and Vienna; while, on the other hand, the 
neutral Powers behove that we are not able to do so. 
The true reason, however, will be known at a future 
timfe. One of its consequences will be' to lead to a 
restrictiqp of personal rule.” 

In the evening I telegraphed to London that the 
Reichstag had voted another hundred million thalers for 
the continuation of the war with France, eight social 
democrats alone opposing the grant. Also that Man- 
teufi"el has* occupied Amienjr. Several paragraphs were 
afterwards written for the Norddeutsche, including one 
(on -the directions of tte Chief) in which the moderate 
demands of the Chancellor in the negotiations with 
Bavaria were ^defended as being not-only right and fair, 
but also wise and prudent. I said that the object was 
not ^o much to secure this or that desirable concession 
from the authorities at Munich as to make the South 


German States feel Sjatisfied in forming part of the new 
.organisation of united Germany. Any pressure or 
coercion for the purpo^ of obtaining further concessions 
would, in view of the circumstance that they had 
fulfilled their patriotic duty, be an act of ingratitude ; 
yrhile, in addition, it would have been, above all thifigs, 
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impobtic to^stiflfw ourseivea ipore exacting ift our 
')>8manda upon oiir allies. Th(^ discontent ^hick woul4 
have recited from suclFati exer?;i8e*bf force Vroul^ have 
far outweighed half a dozen more favoarablc clauses in 
the Treaty. That' discontent would soon ‘have shown 
the neutral Pbwers, such as Austria, \^cro tt> insert 
the thin cdgcu'of wedge in order to loosen ^nd 
ultin^atcly destroy the nnity which hjid been achieved. 

* At dinner 1 suggested to Bucher thaf? it nii^ht be 
w(*irto ask tiie Chiefs leave to hint Ifl the press at the 
real l^ause of the po8tponc\aent of the bombanlmcnt. 
He agreed with me that it would, and added : “ 1 
myself have already vehemently attacked Augusta in 
the newspapei-s.” ‘ On the Chancellor sending for mo 
in the eveniifg, 1 said : “ May 1 venture to ask your , 
Excellency a question ? Would you have any nbjectro* 
if I made a communication, in an indij-eet way, to»non- 
official organs respecting the causes of the postponement 
of the bombardment, in the sense in which they*iiavc 
repeatedly been discussed at ta^le ? ” He reffected 
for a mynient, and then .faid, “Do as you like." I 
accorciingly wrote two paragraphs—one for the Vosifijichc 
Zeitu7uj, and otic for .the UVsc?- which had 

copied out by another hand iy Berlui, and forwarded to 
*heir destination. i 

One of these paragraphs ran as follows :— 

“Versailles, November ‘ibth. It has-been asiterted 
here for some considerable time past that the real cause 


of the postponement of the bombardment is not so 
much a scarcity of ammunition for the siege guns tha1> 
were brought here weclcs ago, nor the strength of the 
forts and ramparts of Paris ; in short, ‘that the delay is 
not due to jnilitary considcratio/iB, but rather to the 
inftuence of very highly placed ladies, and^—can it be 
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•credited ?-^-of freemascMis. ^ I ^can assure you, on very 
good authority, that thes^ rumoui’s are 'not unfounded: 
*I^hav4 no Reason to appreheho' a denial wheit I add 
that the interfertince of one of these ladies has been 

( c 

prompted by' a wcll-knOwn French prelate, who took a° 
prominent par^dn the opposition'at the Vatican Council. 
Fpt the moment we would only agk’ a few questions : 
Is it true humanity to-let masses^f gallant soldiers fall 
a prey to the hardships of the investment by postponing 
an artillery attack'jnerely in order to save a'hostile city 
from damage ? Is it good policy to let the impression 
produced by Sedan upon the neutral Powers be frittered 
away 1 ^ such a postponement ? Is that true free- 
^masonry which troubles itself with political questions ? 

^ It was thought hitherto that politics were fiot permitted 
t* enter into the German lodges.” 

Tuesday, N'ovfimber 29 (h.—lii the afternoon 1 sent 
off another article on the Treaty with Bavaria, which is 
to be‘reproduced and circulated in Berlin. It is becoming 
more'and more difficvit to satisfy the people there. 

Lieutenant-General von Hartrott joined us at dinner. 
The distribution of the Iron Cross having ^.been 
mentioned, the Chief observed : - “ The’ army doctors 
should receive the black and white ribbon. They arfe 
under fire, arid it requires much unorc courage and" 
determination to quietly allow one’s self to be shot at 
than to rush' forward to the attack. . . . Blumenthal 
said to me that properly speaking ^he could do nothing 
to deserve the Cross, as he was bound in duty to keep 
out of danger of being shot. For that reason when in 
battle he always sought a position from which he coxild 
see well but could not be easily hit. And he was 
pOTfectly right. A „ general who exposes himself 
uttneceasarily ought to be put under arrest.” 
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The Chancellor then , reijiarked suddei^ : *“ The 
King told me ati untruth to-da^, I askeit hifn if the 
bombai^ment was not f!h* contmence* and ^le Vcpli^^ th%t 
he had ordered it., But I knew immediately that that 
was not true. I know hipi. He cannot lie, or at least 
not in such a thaf it cannot be d«^cted.* Hef* at 

gnce^changes eoloi/r^and it was particularly noticea*bjo 
when, he roj)lied to my Tjuestion to-day. When I looked 
at l^im straight into^his eyes he could dot stand it.” 
Tlie conversation then turned upon tile conduct of the 
war. * The Minister said : '* Humility alone leads to 
victory ; pride and self-conceit to an opposite result.” 

The Chancellor, speaking of his'friend Dietzo^talked 
of his natural inborn heartines-s —qyolitcssc du cwur. 
Abeken,asked if that term was originally French, os 
Goethe use.s it— Tlojlicl^it d<’s Jfei'zens ‘ilt musft 
come from the German, I fancy.” “ l4 certainly (h>e8,” 
replied the Chief. “ It is only to be found'amongst the 
Germans. I should call it the politeness of good-vdll— 
good nature in the best sen.se of tho word, thc^poliEl?ncs8 
of helpful benevolent feehn^. You ^nd that amongst 
our common soldiers, although,^ of course, it is some¬ 
times expressed^rathcr crudely., The French havft* not 
gbt it. They only know the .politeness of hatred and 
dhvy. It would bexsasier to find somgthijig of tljc kind 
amongst the English," he*added ; and then went on to 
praiae Odo Russell, whose pleasant, natural mannar he 
greatly .appreciated. At first one thing aroused a 
little suspicion against him in .my mind. I have 
always heard and found that Englishmen* who know* 
French well are not worth much^ and he speaks quite 
excellent French. Bht he can also expteas himself very 
well in German.” 

•At dessert the Minister said ; “ I recognise that I 

vou I 2 
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eat t^o or, more t^rreetly, too mxi^h at a time. 

It is a |)ity\hat I cannot get rid of the absurd practice 
?f eatin^^ once^a day.’ h^(Sfmerly it was stQl worse, 

[n the morning I dra^nk my tea and^ ate nothing until 
5 o’clock in* the evening, w^iile I smoked incessantly, 
rh'at did me a^’great deal, of harm. No^, on the advice 
my doctor, I take tit least two eggs in the morning 
and smoke little. Btit I should eat oftener ; ycfc if I 
take anything late I cannot sleep^as I only digest >vhile 
awake. This morning, however, I got up early. I was 
waked by the firing just at the time when I sleep best, 
that is between 7 and 9 o’clock, and as it seemed to be 
near I sent to inquire if the King was going to the 
scene of the engagement. Otherwise he might start 
suddenly and go nobody knows where, or wherev nothing 
Is to be seen.” 

While at tea. the conversation turned once more on 
the now constant theme of the postponement of the 
bomTiardment, and afterwards on the Geneva Con¬ 
vention, which the Minister said must be denounced, as 
it was impossible Jto conduct war in that manimr. 

“ The principal rqason why the bombardment is 
delfi5^ed,” said the - Cluyacellor, ‘ is the sentimcntr-lity 
of the Queen of England, and the interference of Queen 
Augusta. . .. . That seems to be a characteristic of the 
Hohenzollerns—their women folk have always a great 
influence upon them. It was not so with Frederioic the 
Great, but with his successor and the late King, as well 
aa the present Most Gracious and tiis future Majesty. 
'The most curious example is. that of Prince Cj^arles, 
who is anything but a good husband, and yet depends 
upon his wife, indeed he is thoroughly afraid of her 
and is guided by her wishes. . . . But it is somewhat 
different wth these two (the King and the Crown 




~ w ^ 

^^rince). Tlffey want to be praiaed. They^Iike to have 
ft said^in the *Engli8l^ ^%nd French press tjiat they are, 
considdVate and generous, 'they find Jhat* the Qfermafts 
.praise them enough as it .is.” . • 

It appears^ that De^brlkck has not e.'^ressed himself 
very clearly imhis^telegram respecting the prospect of 
the agreement witlf ^varia being sanctioned by the 
Diet? It seems as if there were not *3ufii<4ciit members 
•l^^efteht to ^form tho necessary quorum, and •that it 
would be opposed both by the Progressists and National 
Taberals. The Chief observed : “So far as the Pro¬ 
gressists are concerned, their conduct is consistent. 
Tliey wisli to rqtui'n to tlic state of affairs* which 
jercvailed in d 849. But the National Liberals 4 If 
they will not have now what they were striving for 
with all their might at the beginning of the year, in 
February, and what it now depends uyejn them to 
secure, then we must dissolve. The now electionf^ will 
weaken the Progressist party still more, and soijrie of 
the National Liberals will^also Idfee their oeats. But 
in that*case the Treaties would ifot be completed. 
Bavai'ia would reconsider the matter ; Bcust would^ put 
his* finger in the pie, and we* do ’not know what the 
re.sult would ' be. I cannot Well go to Berlin. It is 
a very uncomfortable journey and tuke.*? up a' lot of 
time, and besides I am really wanted here.” 

Proceeding from this point tho Minister spoke of 
the position of affairs in 1848. “ At that period tho 

situation was for a long time very favouj^able for, the 
unifi|ption of Germanj* under Prussia. The smaller 
Sovereigns’were for .the most part powerless and de¬ 
spondent. If they could only save their money, their 
domains and* their appropriationil they were prepared 
to consent to everything. The Austrians were engaged 
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Avitb'Hiifi^ary and ]h;al3J. The Tsar Nicholas would* 
not have intervened •that time. If they h^d ordy 
act^din a j^^o^ute way, previous to May, 1849^ acid come 
to terms with tlie sn\aller States th(^y would doubtless 
have carried ^e Sou^i with theni, particularly if the 
WUrtemberg ftnd Bavarian armies joined the Baden 
Involution, whicli* ^^^as not irpj)o.esi\)le at that 'fjtage. 
Time was lost, Irowever, through hesitatioji and half 
mea^jes, and so the opportunity was thrown away.” , 

About 11 o’clock another telegram arrived from 
Verdy respecting this morning’s sortie which was 
directed against La Hayc. Five hundred red breeches 
were made g]^8oner.s. The Chief bitterly regretted that 
further pr^ners should be taken, and that it was not 
possible to shoot them down on the spot. “ We have 
more than enough of them, while the Parisians have 
the “advantage uf getting rid of so many mouths to 
feed, which must now be supplied by us, and for whom 
we can 

^Vechiesday, November SOtA.—Wrote fully to 
Treitschke, giving, him the reasons why the demands 
which he and those ^)f his way of thinking consider 
absb'iutely necessary had not been made upon - the 
Bavarians. Arranged tO' have a similar communication 
made to Schmidt. 

The Chief seerps to be seriously considering the idea 
of asking th6 King to relieve him of his office. Aevord- 
ing to Bucher he is already on the point of resigning. 

“The Chief,” ho said, “informed me of something 
* to-day which nobody else knows. He is seriously con¬ 
sidering whether he will not break with the King.” I 
. said that in that case I should also take my leave. I 
did not wish to serve under any one else. Bucher: 
“ Nor I either. I, too, would then resign.” 


hardly find room.” 
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Nov^i«7o] the HEUCHAtEL QUESTION 

N At dinne»j at which Pyincg Ptitbus and d^o Russell ' 
^re pfesent, tlfe Chief related ^that ho ha^ oHce tried 
to use His^linowledge o^lState secrcls for^tliS purpose <^f 
^8pecula4ing in stoijks, but that his^ attclnpt was not sue- ’ 
cessful. “ I was commissioned fti Berlin,” lie said, “ to 
speak to Napc\Jeon on’ the qijestion of^Sleuchitel. * It 
must^'have been in*the spring of 185^. I was to inqdiro 
as to his. attitude towards that s^uestion. Now, I 
Icnev'that his answer would be favourable, and that 
this would rhean a war ^vith SwitzerlaFid. Accordingly, 
on my way through FranlilVirt, where I lived at that 
time, I called upon Rothschild, whom I knew well, and 
told him I intended to sell certain' stock which ^ held, 
and which showed no disposition to rise. ‘ I would not do 
that,’ said Rothschild. ‘ That stock has good prospects. 
You will see.’ ‘ Yes,’ I, said ; ‘ but if you knew fbe 
object of my journey you would thinhi otherwise.’’ He 
replied that, however that might be, he coiTld not advise 
me to sell. But 1 knew better, sold out and dcpltrted. 
In Paris, Napoleon was very pleasant and amiablB. It 
was true’he could not agreed as the l^ing wanted to let 
us mfsrch through Alsace-Lorrayie, which would create 
great excitement in Pi-ance, bu^ in‘every other respect 
iTe entirely approved of our plans. ‘It could only be a 
inattcr of satisfactiftn to him if that jicsU of deijiocrats 
were cleared out. I wa's, therefore^, so far successful. 
But»I had not reckoned with my King, who had in the 
meantime, behind n?y back, made different arrange¬ 
ments—probably out of considoration for Austria; 
and i |0 the affair was dropped. There was'no war,*and 
my stock rose steadily from thart time forward, and I 
had reason to regret parting with them.” 

Villa Cotiblay and the bonvbardment were then 
referred to, and the alleged impossibihty of bringing up 
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once> theiiecessary supply of ammunitiofl. The Chief, 
said : “ IJiav^ already in:l^rmed the august gentlemesf 
“a couple of times that we -haVc^diere a whole herd of 
hc)rs6s that mhst be ridden out daily merely for ej^ercise. 
Why should they not “be employed ^tor once to better 
purpose ? ” 

it was mentioned, tiiat the Palazz;o Caffarelli in Rome, 
had been purchased, foi> the German Embassy, and both 
Russell and Abeken said it was a very fine building. 
The Chancellor observed : “ Well, we have 'also hand¬ 
some houses elsewhere, in Paris and in London. Accord¬ 
ing to Continental ideas, however, the London hou.se 
is too small. Bernstorif has so little room that he has 
to give up his own apartments when he has a reception 
or aify other function of the kind. His Secretary of 
’Epibassy ^s better off in that respect. The Embassy 
in Paris is handsqpre and well situated. Indeed, it is 
probably the best Embassy in Paris, and represents a 
considerable money value, so that it has already occurred 
to me*^hether it mig^it not be well to sell it and give 
the interest on the capital to the Ambassador as an 
allowance for rent. The interest on two and a half 
milheyfc francs would ..be a considerable addition to bis 
salary, which only amounts to one huudred thousand 
francs. But on thinking the matteroover more I found 
that it would not do. It is not becoming, not worthy 
of a gfeat State, that its Ambassador should live i" a 
hired house, where he would be subject to notice to 
quit, and on leaving vjould have to remove the archives 


a cart. We ought, and must have, our own houses 
: everywhere.” . . . “ Our London house is gn excep¬ 
tional case. It belongs to the King, and everything 
ifepends on the way which the Ambassador knows 
to look after his own interest. It may happen thkt 
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<he King receives no reijt—^thai actually ooes ^occur 
s^tne times. ” 

The JChief spoke ver^* highly of‘Napier, •the former 
Eiiglish^Ambassadpr in Berlin. “ He %va8 very eaa^ to 
get on with. Buchanan *was alho a good * man, rather 
dry, perhaps, Ijpt absolutely trustworthy' Now ^e have 
Lofti^S. The •position of an English Ambassador • in 
!^erlim has jts own speclhl duties amd difficulties, if on^ 
on account of tlic personal relations of tMb two Royal 
families. It* demands a great deal ©f tact ana care. 
(Presumably a quiet hint tlfat Loftus does not fulfil 
those requirements.) 

The Minister then led the ■conversation on to^Gram- 
mont. He said : “ Grammont ami Ollivier strike me 
also as a. pretty pair ! If that had happened to mef—if 
I had been the cause of guch disasters, I would, at le&at 
have joined a regiment, or, for the mat^tcr of that, have 
become a franctireur, even if 1 had had To swing for 
it. A tall, strong, coarse fellow like Grammont would 
be exactly suited for a soldier’s life*” 

Russffil mentioned having once sepn Grammont out 
shootifig in Romo dressed in lilu(^ velvet. “ Yes,” added 
th^Chief, “ he is a godd sportsiyan. • He has the striMigth 
ol muscle required for it. He would have made an 
excellent gamekeepbr. But as a Miijistef for ^^oreign 
Affairs, one can hardly edheeive how Napoleon came to 
select him.” 

The Minister joiiAid us at the tea-table about 10 
o’clock, and referred again to tho bombardment. He 
said : “ I did not from ^he very beginning tvish to fiavo 
Paris invested. If what the general staff said at 
Ferriferes were correct, namely, that they could dispose 
of a couple »f the forts in three days, and then attack 
the weak enceinte, it would have been all ri^ht. But it 
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waa a mistake to let 60,000 j-egulars keep an army of^ 

200 ,000- m5n engaged ^ in watching' them,” ^ “ Oi^ 
month^ up ‘to ^edaii, and'hertS'Ve have already spent 
tkree months, f<5r to-morrow is the, 1st of December. 
If we had telcCTaphed fbimedfately after Sedan for siege 
guns wev shoulo- be now in the city, and ^here would be 
no intervention on'the part of tho.-rieutml Power^. If 
lliad known that three months %go I should, have^been 
extremely anStious. The danger of intervention on the 
part dfthe neutr?!],Powers increases daily. 'It begins in 
a friendly way, but it may end very badly.” Keudell 
remarked : “ The idea of not -bombarding first arose 
here.” ^ “ Yes,” replied the Chief, “ through the English 
letters to the Crown Prince.” 

Thursday, December 1st .—We were joined at dinner 
by* a first lieutenant, Von Safdern, who took part in 
the last engagenvint between the 10th Army Corps and 
the Loire arniy. According to him that corps was for a 
considerable time surrounded by the superior French 
force St Beaune la E^ilando, the enemy endeavouring to 
force their-'way through obe of our wings- towards 
Fontainebleau. Our soldiers defended tJtiemselvee with 
the gi'eatest gallantry ,and determination for seven 
hours, Wedel’s troops and,the men of the 16th regiment 
specially distinguishing themselves.” “Wo made over 
1600 prisoners,” said Saldern; “ and the total loss of 
the French is-estimated at four to five thousand.” . “I 
should have been better pleased}'” said the Chief, “ if 
they had all been corpses. It is simply a disadvantage 
to u& now to make prisoners.” 

The Chief afterwawis gave Abeken instructions re¬ 
specting communications to be made to the King. The 
Chancellor looked through a number of despatches and 
reports with him. Pointing to one doemnent he saiijL: 
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Do not giva* him that withojit am explanatn^n. * Tell 

^ hiin how the matter arose, otharwse he wilf misunder¬ 
stand it^ That long <^^atch from Be]yisft>rflF-ywell^ 
you can ^how him that also. But the nhwsgaper article 
enclosed—the gentlhmen the* Embasw ‘take things 
very easy—I %ve alre*ady sa^d frequeiwly that su«h 
article must be triiaslated, or, b(?tter still, that they 
should be ,accompanie<? by a prt^cis. And tell his 
]VJa^e§ty also,” said the Minister in conclvlsion, “that, 
properly speaking, we ought not to allotv the Frenchman 
to join the Conference in Londbn ” (the approaching Con- 
ferenee on the revision of the Paris Treaty of 1856), “as 
he would represent a Governntent which ig not 
recognised by the Powers, and which will have no legal 
existenc(\ for a long time to come. We can do il to 
please Russia in this question. At any rate, if he begins 
to speak of other matters he must at orvie be sent about 
his business.” 

The Chief then related the following incident: “To¬ 
day, after calling upon Roon, I m*de a round ^ich 
may prove to have been dseful. I inspected Marie 
Antoinette’s apartment in the palgce, and then I thought 
I would see how the Vounded,were getting on. “(The 
seVvant who Qcted as my guide had a pass-key, so I 
decided not to go in* by the main entrjmco, but by the 
back way. I asked one of the hospitM attendants what 
food»>the people had. Not very much. A* little soup, 
which was supposed to be bouillon, with broken .bread 
and some grains of rice, which were not even boiled soft. 
There was hardly any mgat fat in it. ‘ And how about 
wine ? and do they get any beer ? ’ I asked. They got 
about half a glass of wine during the'day, he said- I 
inquired of another, who had had ,none, and then of a 
who had had some three days ago and none since 
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then.* I^tnen went on to^ue^tion severalcof the men, in' 
all aboQt a* dozen, down to the PoleA, who C 9 uld n(&t 
pn^e^^tand but allowed tlf^ pleasure at ^mebody 
taking an interest in them by smiling. So ihat our 
poor wounded soldiers" do npt getVhat they ought to, 
and suffer from cold besides, because the,room3 must not 
be*warmed for feSr <5f injuring th« fjictUres. A.s'jf the 
life of one of our* soldiers was 'hot worth mpre than all 
the trashy pictures in the palace The servant n\e 
also that the oilolamps only i;emained alight until 11 
o'clock, and that after thtft the men have to lie in the 
dark until morning. I had proviou.sly spoken to a non- 
comm^sioned officer,” who was wounded in the foot. He 
said he did not want to complain, although things could 
be much better. Some consideration was paid to him, 
blit as t«' the others I A member of the Bavarian Am- 
bulahce Corps rtow plucked up courage, and said that 
wine and beer had been provided, but that half of it had 
proUhbly been intercepted somewhere ; it was the same 
withliot f^od and other presents. I then made my way 
to the chief surgeon. ‘ How about provisions for the 
wounded?’! asked. ^Do they get enough to^^ eat ? ’ 

‘ is the bill ob fargl he replted. ‘ That is no good 

to me,’ I said ; ‘ the people cannot eat -paper. Do they 
get wine?’ ‘diali’ a litre daily.’ ‘“Excuse me, but that 
is not true. I have questionbd the men, and I cannot 
behevo theywere lying when they told me that ^ithey 
had not received any.’ ‘ I cal! God to witness that 
everything here is • done properly and according to 
instructions' Please come with ^ question 

the men in your presence.’ ‘ I will do nothing of the 
kind,’ I answered ; ‘ but measures shall be taken to have 
them questioned by the auditor as to whether they have 
received what has been ordered for them by Sie 
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iBspector.’ Ha. turned deadly ^alo—I see him nc^— 
^an Bid wound showed up on his/ace. ‘That^ould be a 
great relffiction upon rila/ he said! ‘ ^ertainly,’^ I 
replied, ‘ and it ought to be. I shall takft care that tfie 
affair is inquired into^and’speedily.’” ^ . . ! “ What I 
should like best would be to induce the ^ing t*) visit 
the wounded witli rtCco” He afterwards added : “ We 
have two classes in particular amongst whom frauds 
occ^ur the weavils that have to do with* the com¬ 
missariat and the officials in the publix?' works dcpai’t- 
ment, especially in the water works. Then the doctors. 
I remember not long ago—it must be about a year and a 
half ago—there was a great inquiry into frauds,^con¬ 
nected with the passing of recruits for the army, in which, 
to my amj^,zement, .some thirty doctors were involved.^ 
About lO. 30 r.M. the Chief joined us at tea.' 
After a while he remarked : “ The newspapers are dis¬ 
satisfied with the Bavarian Treaty. I expected as 
much from the beginning. They are displeased that 
certain officials arc called Bavarian, jilthough they will 
have to conform entirely to 6ur laws. ^ And the same 
with regard to the army. The beer tax is also not to 
their Jiking, as if we had not had it Tor years pasttin 
the Zollverein. And so on with a« crowd of other 
objections, although i^fter all the impoi;tont point has 
been attained and properly secured.” . . They talk as if 
we had been wageing w^ar against Bavaria- as we did 
in 1866 against Saxony, although this time we have 
Bavaria as an ally on our side.”.. .“Before approving 
the treaty they want to wait and see whether the 

* These suBpieioiia, though fully justified l>y Appearances, were sub- 
eequently shown to be for tlio greater part unfounded^, except that there 
was inadequate proTision for the requirements of the wounded. I 
reproduce the episode as evidence of the Minisicr’s usual bomane feeling 
and love of justice. 
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unity of 'Germany will ^ be ^ secured in tbe form they 

prefer. *' They can wait a long time for that. Tltie 
coursp they a^e talang leads Vffily to fresh delays, while 
speedy action ts necessary. If we, hesitate the devil 
will find tifiie to sow dissensions. The treaty gives us 
a^great deal. Whoever wants To have everjdhing runs 
ttte risk of getting nothing. They 'Are not content with 
what has been achieved. They^equire more uniformity. 
If they woiSld only remember the position oG affairs 
five years ago, aiid what they would then hdve been satis¬ 
fied with ! ”... “A ConHutuent Assembly ! But what 
if the King of Bavaria should not permit rciDresentatives 
to be elected to it''? The Bavarian j^eople would not 
compel him, nor would I. It is easy to find fault when 
one has no proper idea of the condition's which govern 
the situation.” 

The Ministe?’ then came to speak on another subject: 
“ I have just' read a report on the surprise of the Unna 
batiialion. Some of the inhabitants of Chatillon took 
part in it—others, it is true, hid our people. It is a 
wonder that they did not burn down the town in their 
first outburst of anger. Afterwards, of course, in cold 
bio 3d that would not do.” ’ 

After a short jxxuse, the Chief took some coins out of 
his pocket and played with them for^a moment, remarking 
at the same time : “ It is 'surprising how many re¬ 

spectably diossed beggars one meets with here. There 
were some at Rheims, but it is-much worse here.” . . . 
“ How seldom one now sees a gold piece with the head of 
' Louis Philippe or Charles X. ! When I was young, be¬ 
tween twenty and thirty, coins of Louis XVI. and of the 
fat Louis XVIIl. were still to be seen. Even the ex¬ 
pression ‘ louis d’or’’s no longer usual with us. In polite 
circles one speaks of a friedrich d’or.” The Chance'lilor 
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then balanced A napoleon oij the tip of hi* middle ftnger, 
asiif he^were we^liiog it, and pontinued : “ A'^feundred 
million double napoleonf^d*or would repre.-yint aboyt the 
amount the war» indemnity up to thft present—laler 
on it will be more, fbur thousiind*rnillion fralics. Forty 
thousand thalers in gold would makt? a hijndred- 
weight,' thirty hundredweight would make a load fof a 
heavy*two-liorse waggon‘d—(I know that because I once 
h^d tg ^3onvey fourteen thousand thalers ih gold from 

Berlin to my’own house. What a \V(?ight it was’’)_ 

that would be about 800 wftggon loads.” “It would 
not take so long t(j collect the carts for that purpose as 
it does for the ammunition for the bombardment,” 
observed some one, who, like most of us, was losinor 
patience .at the slow progress of the preparations. 
“Yes,” said-the Chief; “Boon, however, told,me tKe» 
other day, he had several hundred ca^ts at Nanteuil, 
which could be used for the transport of 'Tirnmunition. 
Moreover some of the waggons that arc now drawn by 
six horses could do with four for a tinge, and the two’spare 
horses thxis could be used fof bringing^ uj) ammunition. 
We htnee already 318 guns here, but they want forty 
more, and Boon says Ife could Jjave*them also brought 
up. The othefs however won’t hear of it.” 

Hatzfeldt afterwifrds said : “ It is gnly.six or.scven 
weeks since they altered* their minds. At Ferriferes, 
whileewe were still on good tcirns with them, Brousart 
and Verdy sand we cfmld level the forts of Issy and 
Vanvres to the ground in thirty-aix hours, and then 
attack Paris itself. Later on it was suddenly found to. 
be impossible.” “ Because of the letters received from 
London,” exclaimed *Bismarck-Bohlen.’ I asked what 
Moltke thought of the matter. “Jde does not trouble 
hiiflself about it I ” answered Hatzfeldt. But Bucher 
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declrtre^tliat^oltk« wgnt^ the bombardment to takfe 
place. *» ^ 

^ridAty^^JJecember tnd.—\ see Neininger in the 
morning and *learn that he succeeded in obtaining 
an audiente from thb Chi(^f by playing the informer. 
He halted fS a Dr. Schuster of Geneva that “ there 
iliight possibly bo collusion between the foreign settle¬ 
ment collected round head-quarters, and the persmxnel 
of the Government of National Defence,” and also that 
there wore “ frebb symptoms qf intimate relations being 
maintained across the German investing lines with the 
Oriental colony at Versailles.” -Schuster managed to con¬ 
vey these hints to the Minister. The “ Oriental colony,” 
however, (a title which is intended to apply chiefly to 
L(?wensohn, and after him to Bamberg) appears to be 
ftinocent, and the intrigue to pave been contrived merely 
for' the purpose of providing a better position for 
Neininger o£i the Moniteur by securing the dismissal of 
the other two journalists. 

Subsequently v'rote some letters and articles again 
setting forth the Chiefs views in the matter of the 
Bavarian Treaty, and translated for the King the'leading 
article in The limes on ^ortschakoff s reply to Granville’s 
despatch. 

Aften, I.ehudorff and a dragoon officer Herr von 
Thadden, were the Chiefs guests at dinner. 

The Chief said that he had taken measures focj pro¬ 
viding our sentries with more comfortable quarters. 
“Up to the present tthey occupied Madame Jesse’s coach- 
. hotise, which has no fireplace. ^ That would not do any 
longer, so I ordered the gardener to clear out half of the 
greenhouse for them. ‘But Madame’s plants will be 
frozen,’ said the gardener’s wife. ‘ A great pity,’ said I. 
' 1 suppose it would be better if the soldiers froze."’* 
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* The Chie^, then referred to • the danger of^ the 
Reichstag rejecting, or even , merely amt*ndi»g, the 
treaty with Bavaria, am very* anxious* about it. 

People Ij^ve no i4ea what the positicm is. Wo are 
Kalancing ourselves “on thb poiirt of a lightning con¬ 
ductor. If we’ lose thi 2 equilibrium, wHich at^ muoh 
p 4 >.ins !• have si>cceetlgd in e.stablisiiiiig, we fall to the 
groun^. They want mo/e than can ba obtained without 
cqercipa, and more than they would havfe been very 
ple&ed to accept before 1866. If at*that time’ ?iiey 
had got but half what they are getting to-day ! No ; 
they must needs improve upon it and introduce more 
unity, more uniformity ; l)ut if they change so much as 
a comma, fresh ncgo'tiations must be undertaken. Adhere 
are they^to take place? Here in Versailles? And if 
we cannot bring them to a close before tln^ 1st di 
January—-which many of the people iq Munich would 
be glad of—then German unity is lost, probably for 
years, and the Austrians can set to work again in 
Munich.” o 

Mushrooms dressed in t^o ways wei'c the first dish 
after the soup. ” These must be eaten in a thoughtful 
spirij,” said the Chief, ‘^as they g.re a»present from s^me 
soldiers who found them growing in a quarry or a cellar, 
llie cook has made an excellent sauce J^or t};iem. ^ still 
more welcome gift, and ceirtainly a rare one, was made 
to me the other day by the—what a shame I I have 
quite forgotten. What regiment was it sent me the 
roses ? ” ” The 46th,” replied Bohlon. “ Yes ; it was a 

bouquet of roses plucked under fire, probably in a garden , 
near the oqtposts.” “ fey the way, that reminds me 
that I met a Polish soldier in the hospital who cannot 
read German. • He would very rquch like to have a 
PoMsh prayer book. Does anybody happen to have 
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oi ^\iat 'kind V’ , Mten said T\p, but Ee could 
give k*5n tome Pobab ^e-wspapers. Tbe Cbief ; “Tjiat 
won’t do.« lie wo\v\d*not nit4%atand t\\em, i^d besides 
tliey stir up ‘tbe people against, us. But perhaps 
RadziwiU. has somelMng. 'A. Polish novel would do-^ 
Pan J'ward^vski or something of that kind.” Alten 
promised to see if be could get anything. . , 

Mention was jnade of Dufipot, who in all hkglihood 
commanded the French forces engaged in to-day’s sortie, 
and’ it was sugge^^ted he had good reason not to allow 
himself to be made prisoner. “ Certainly,” said the 
Minister. “ He will either gef himself killed in action ; 
or if he has not courage enough for that, which I am 
rather inclined to believe, he viill make off in a 
balloon.” 

. ' Soipe one said Prince IVittgenstein (if ,I am not mis¬ 
taken, a Ruasis^n aide-de-camp) would also be glad to 
leave Paris. 


c Alten added : “Yes, in order that he might go in 
again. I fancy it js a kind of sport for him.” 

The Chief; “ That might be all very weU for a person 
who inspired confidence. But I never trusted him, and 
when he wished to return to Paris recently, neither T 
nor the general staff wfinted to let him through. He 
succeeded in obtaining permission surreptitiously through 
the good nature of the King. Never mind. Possibly 
things may yet be discovered about him that wiip ruin 
him in St. Petersburg.” 

The subject of Stock Exchange speculation was again 
introduced, and the Chief once more denied the pos¬ 
sibility of turning to much accoimt the always very 
limited knowledge which one fiiay have of political 
events beforehand. . Such events only affect the Bourse 
afterwards, and the day when that is going to happen 
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“ Of if one could ^cofftrive 

[pmii tu pfoduce a fall—^ut that is ^ disllonofir- 

«ble I Gr*nmont has dou^d'so, according to.^Bafc 
recently ^Ated. lie doubled his fortude in that way. 
CTne might almost shy thaj he Brought about the war 
with that object., Mouslier also carried on that-sort of 
business—not for hhuself, but with rtie fortune of liis 
mistress—ari,d when it \^as on th(J point of being dia- 
coyerodl he poisoned himself. One might talcc advantage 
of one 8 position in a rather less dishonest way by 
arranging to have the Boursd quotations from all the 
Stock Exchanges sent off with the political despatches 


by obliging officials abroad. The political dcspj^tches 
take precedence of the Bourse telegrams, so that one 
would gain frorn twenty minutes to half an hour. One 
would then w'ant a quick-footed Jew to secuire thi’s^ 
advantage. I know people who have deme it. In that 
way one might earn fifteen hundred to fifteen thousand 
thalers daily, and in a few years that makes a handedme 
fortune. But, all the same, it remtiins ugly ^ and my 
son shall nbt say of me that that was hqw I made him a 
rich m?tn. He can become rich in some other way— 
through speculation with his own property, throughfthe 
sale of timber, by marriage, or something of the kind.” 

I “was much better off before I was made Chancellor 
than I am now. My grants have ruined me. My affairs 
have been embarrassed ever since. Previously I regarded 
myself as a simple country gentleman ; now that I, to 
a certain extent, belong to the peerage, ray require¬ 
ments tire increasing apd my estates brifag me ’in * 
nothing. As Minister at Frankfurt I always had a 
balance to my credit, and also in St. Petersburg, where 
I was not obliged to entertain, and did not,” 

In the afternoon Friedlander called upon me with 
von. I A A 


>54 tUX^M^URG hfR:UTRALITV \%^o 

—777<-r-3--; 

m invitation, which "I v^pjs, obliged to decline. Our fat 

triend exactly why the bombardhient did not take 

plac%. “"BJnmentha^ will nbt agree to it because the 

Orown Prince does not want it,” he said ; “ and behind 

bim are the t^o Victorias.” / So an Artillery officer tofd 

him a«few days ago. . , 

^ * Addendum.—^AJicoxAin^ to a, pencil note whicho I 

have now laid hand^ on, Bohlen remarked y^estewiay^at 

diiyner that'Tie understood many^ valuable picture,s apd 

manuscripts removed by ^the French from Germany 

had not been returned. Borne one else observed that it 

would be difficult to put this right now. “ Well,” said 

the Chief, “ we could take others of equal value in their 

stead. We could, for instance, pack up the best of the 

pictures out of the Gallery here.” “ Yes, and sell them 

to the Americans,” added Bohjen ; “ they would give us 

a gbod price for them.” 

Accordiifg to another note the Chancellor related 
(dohbtless on the occasion when Holnstein dined with 
us) : “In Crehangcs the Augustenburger again tricked 
me into shaking hands with him. A Bavarian Colonel 
or General came over to me and held out his hand, 
whibh I took. I could, not put a name to the facey and 
when I had, it was too late. If I oould only come across 
him again, I would say to him, ‘ You treacherously pur¬ 
loined a hand from me at Orehanges ; will you please 
restore it <- 

I afterwards wrote an article on the neutrality of 
Luxemburg, and the perfidious way in which people 
there are taking advantage of it to help the French in 
every sort of way. It ran as follows :—We declared at 
the commencement of the war that we would respect 
the neutrality of the Grand Duchy, the neutrality of 
its government and people being thereby aasuffied. 
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’T^at condition, however,* hag nC>t been ful^e5, the 
Lhxemhurgers having ^en guilj-y of flagrant*Bre«K)he8 
of neutr^li^, although oh oi^r part h^ve kept.puj 
promise in spite o1^ the inconvenience to which we have 
often been put,^ especially ip. connection >^ith the trems- 
port of our woujided. We haj^e already haxl wccasion 
to confplain of thef fortress of Thloitville having bec^ 
provisioned, by trains despatched at ni^ht with the 
assjstahce of the railvyxy officials and police autl^oyties 
of the Grand Duchy. Aft^r the cajfitulation of Metz 
numbers of French soldiers p^sed through Luxemburg 
with the object of returning to France and rejoining 
the French army. The French Vice-Consul opcyied a 
regular office at the Luxemburg railway station, where 
soldiers were provided with money and passports for 
their journey. The Grand Ducal Government permitted 
all this to go on without making any »attempt to’pre¬ 
vent it. They cannot, therefore, complain if in future 
military operations we pay no regard to the neutrality 
of the country, or if we demand c<9mpensatiQn for the 
injury do’ne by breaches of neutrality due to such 
culpable negligepce. 

°Sunday, December^ith. —We wcAc joined at dinner 
hy Roggenbaoh,' a former Baden Minister, and von 
Wiethammer, a mernber of the Bavarian Ambulance 
Corps, whose acquaintance the Chief, made recently in 
the hospital. * * 

The Chief spoke af first of having again visited the 
wounded, and afterwards added :—Leaving Frankfurt 
and St. Pet<jrsburg out,of account, I have now been* 
longer heredhan in apy other foreign town during my 
whole hfe. We shall spend Christmas here, which we 
had not expected to do, and we may remain at Versailles 
talf Easter and see the trees grow green again, whilst 
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we w^it news of® Loire army. cHad we only* 
known we i&iglit have planted asparagus in the garden 
here.”o * " ‘ . ' 

The Minister afterwards said, addressing.rRoggen- 

baeb, :_“ I *h^ve just” looked through the newspaper 

extraetsw How they d® abuse the treaties ! They 
simply tear them ' into shreds. dhe Nutionctl Zcttiing, 
the Kolnischc, —tlie ‘ILescr ^eitung is stiy the, most 


reaspnablc, as it always is. Of ^course one musj; put 
up with criticism; but then ^nc is responsible if the 
negotiations come to nothing, while the critics have 
no responsibility. I am indifferent as to their censure 
so lopg as the thing gets through the Reichstag. 
Histoi’y may say that the wretched Chancellor ought 
to iiave done better; but I was responsible.. If the 
Reichstag introduces amendments every German Diet 
can flo the same^ and then the thing will drag on and 
we shall not he able to secure the peace we desire and 


need. We cannot demand the cession of Alsace if no 
political entity is created, if there is no Germany to 
cede it to.” 


The question of the peace negotiations to follow 
in tlie approaching c^»pitulatioii of Paris was then 
discussed, and the 'difficulties which might arise. Tne 
Chief said ;—Favre and Trochu niay say, ‘ We are not 
the Government.’ We were part of it at one time, but 


now '^that w(i have surrendered we are private persons. 
I am nothing more than Citizen Trochu. But at that 
point I should try a little coercion on the Parisians. 1 
'Should say 'to them ; ‘ I hold you, two million people 
responsible in your oWn persons. shall let you atarv< 
for twenty-four hours unless you agree to our demands. 
Yes, and yet another four-and-twenty hours, come wha 


might of ih 
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* “I would atick to my pc^nt—b»t the King,t^e Crown 
Ptince, the woirfen who force, their sentirdenferi viSws 
upon theSli, and certain secret' European c^>pAecticyiQ—I 
can deal with those in front of me~but*those who stand 
Sehind me, behind iby bacTj, or father who’weigh upon 
^me so that I c^innot breathe [—people ^or whwam the 
German cause ^nd •German victories* arc not the maip 
cjuestion ; rather, ?neir anxitty* to be praised in 

Epglj^h newspapers. ^Ah, if one were bul; the ^Land¬ 
grave !—I coilld trust myself to be har^ enough. But, 
unfortunately, one is not thfc Landgrave.^ Quite re¬ 
cently, in their maudlin solicitude for the Parisians, 
they have again brought forward a tlioroughly i^oolish 
.scheme. Great stores of provisions from London and 
Belgium to be collected for the Parisians. 'the 
storehouses are to be witjiin our lines, and ou* soldiert 
are merely to look at them, but not to touch them, how¬ 
ever much they may themselves suffer Trom scarcity 
and hunger. These supplies arc to prevent the P^ji^ans 
starving when they shall have capitulated. We, in this 
house, it Is true, have enou^gh, but t^o troops are on 
short oommons ; yet they must ^ffer in order that the 
Parbsians, when they “learn that supplies hav'e *been 
collected for them, may postpone their capitulation till 
tfiey have eaten tlirfir last loaf and ilaughtered their 
last horse. I shall not “l)C consulted, otherwise I’d 
rather- be hanged than consent to it. But 1 am, never¬ 
theless, responsible. I' was imprudent enough to call 
attention to the famine that must ensue. It is true I 
mentioned it merely to the diplomatists. ' But tbey 
have thus become aware of the fact. Otherwise it 
would not have occurred to them.” 

O 

h A reference to the popular Thuringian IxUlad of ‘ ‘ The Landgrave and 
the Smith.” ’ 
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Swiss cheese having been handed rou,\id, some one 

raised the question whether cheese and wine went w^il 
together, ‘^ome desenptionJ*' ^ihith certain wiAes,” was 
the Minister’s decision. “ Not strong ones like,Gorgon- 
zola, and Dutch cheesh, but® others are all right. 1’ 
remember thali^-at the tirne wlierf people drank hard in 
Potnerania—two hundred years agp »or more—the good 
folks of Rammin were dhe grea£c%t topers in the country. 
Onhpf them'happened to get a supply of wino frorn 
Stettin, which "vV^as not quite to his liking. lie com¬ 
plained accordingly to trhe merchant, who replied : 
'■Eet kees to Wien, Herr von Rammin, denn smevkt de 
Wienwie in Stettin - 00 k to Rammin.' (Low German : 
“ Eat cheese to your wine, good sir, from Rammin, then 
the wine will taste as good in Rammin as it d'Jes here 
in Stettin.”) 

Abeken, who,had been with the King, came in after¬ 
wards, and reported that his Majesty considered it 
wouXiJpe well to write again to the Emperor of Russia, 
and give him the vi^ws held here respecting the Gorts- 
chakoff Note. T^e Chief shid ; “ I think not. • Enough 
has been sJready written and telegraphed on the sv.bject. 
They’know in St. Peter^urg what we think. At le^st 
we must not write discourteously, but rather in '^a 
friendly and amiable spirit: It is better however to sa;^ 
nothing. If it were England t* But we shall still want 
Russia’s good will in the immediate future. Whendhat 
is no longer necessary, we can afford to be rude.” 

Bohlen said : “ They are quite beside themselves in 
Berbn. Thfey will have tremendous rejoicings there 
to-morrow, about the Emperor. They aiy going to 
illuminate the town, and are making immense prepara¬ 
tions—a regular scene from fairyland ! ” I fancy that 
will have a good effect on the Reichstag,” observed the 
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“ It r^Uy very nice of^ Rog^nbaJR ^^start 
ofij at once for Berlin ” (in oi^er to urge tnc^eration 
upon th^i? grumblers in Reichatdg). “ 'Efaey ” (the 
members^of Parliciment, or the ’ Berliners 1) “ attiich* 

much more importance to iJhe titl* of Empeior than the 
the thing really deserve^-^although I dtj'not mean fo 
say it i# of no veiue*”^ j » 

“ ^hat was really 'Ibnny/’ said, Bolden, ” wha^ 
riolnstein told us about his interview witb the Kin^of 
Bavaria while he had a toothache ! ” * ’ ‘ 

“ And the way I wrote to him in order to 
bring him round,” add^d the Chancellor. “ I knew 
that he could not bear me, and did not trust me. 
So I wrote to hiin at last, that one of our estates 
had beep grtinted to our family by Ludwig, 'the 
Bavarian, as Lord of Brandenburg, and thf^t corust^- 
quently we had had relations with his^ house for more 
than five centuries. That was true, in «o far as the 
estates which we now hold were given to us in exchange 
for those which the Hohenzollcrq^ extorted fr^m us. 
Ilolnsteiip said the letter nfUst have jpleased' the King 
very much, as he asked to read it again. “ It was 
Hqjnstein who did moat in this matter. He player), his 
p£irt very cleverly- Tell me (to Bohlen), what Order 
tian we ffive him ? ” - 

O j c k 

Bohlen : “ He got the first class of the red fowl 
(themed Eagle), when the Crown Prince was in Munich.” 

“ Well then,” said the Chief, “ he has got the 
highest decoration that can be given to him.” 

Bohlen : “ Well, the King might give him th^ 

Imperial German Order, about which Stillfried is already 
me^tating, or he can found a new Prussian Order, and 
thus supply a long-felt want.” 

' The Chief; “ Tt\e Qreep Ldorp” 
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: “ "fhe German Order, wit.h a* black, white, * 
and red Jibkon.” 

The Chief: “ Oi* wftli* thfei^olours of the< German 
Krft^^ffts, a riblJbn with small# black st 5 j,pes. It 

looks very well. The ‘King did not rightly know what 
it^was all abo^t when Holns^iil requested an audience. 
Ho»said to me, ‘J observed to I^lnstein, that-’I sup¬ 
posed he wished ttf see Versailft*.’ Of course, he ^Kin^ 
Wiiiiam) cou+d not have arranged that himself 
he Jbttld not h<r^e arranged to "acquire *the Imperial 
dignity through the good offices of Bavaria.) 

Werther, our Minister at Munich, seems to have 
reported that it was intended there to commission 
Prince*Luitpold with the proclamation of the Emperor. 

* The •Chancellor observed : “ A singular idea ! M^nother 
example of the way in which^ Bray treats matters of 
business. How Ls he to do it ? Stop on to a balcony, 
and proclaim rt I—to whom ? Tliat might do if all the 
Prinoes were here—but with the three or four now 
presenl^ 1 had hop^d that we should have made peace 
before Gerfiian unity was seCured.” * 

Bohlen : “ How pleased the King will feel at •being 
madq#Emperor ! and.strfl more so,*thc Crown Prince U” 
The Chief : “ Yee, an3 jio doubt he is already think* 
ing about the cut of the Imperial robes.” 

Motxrlay, December 5th. —The Chief sent for me, and 
gave ^e his isstructions for a dimenti with regarck to 
the Bavarian Treaty, in which his ideas were to be 
HQmewhat differently ©xpressed. It was to the following 
e^ecb. The Tumour that the Chancellor of the Con¬ 
federation only concluded the treaties with ihe South 
Gorman States, in anticipation tfiat they would be 
rejected, or at least ^mended in the Reichstag, is 
entirely without foundation. The debate on the treati^ 
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aust be brought to a closejduyng*the montli ot i/ecem- 
b^, an4 they nluBt be adopted in their hntirety, * in 
order th4t they may cdme *intj force ©p^the ^^t o| 
January.* Other\rise, everything^ will* remain uncer¬ 
tain. If the representatives of T^Iorth Gennany qlter 
the treaties, th<i South Germap Diets will be entitled 
t« mt^fere furthet* amendments in it contrary sense, E&id 
t^jere tis no,knowing h(^’ far that right might not be 
exercisfed. In such ^circumstances, the nation rcjjht 
have still to 'wait a long tjme for ihs* political unity. 
(“ Perhaps ten years,” said the Chief, “ and interim 
aliquid fit.") In that case, also the Treaty of Peace 
might not be what we desire. The treaties nyiy be 
deficient, but they can always be gradually improved 
by the R'iichstag, in co-operation with the Bundesrath, 
and through “the pressure of public opinion nnd*nationaA 
sentiment. There is no hurry about .that. If ptlbhc 
opinion brings no pressure to bear in tha*! direction, it 
is obvious that the present arrangement meets tlwj views 
of the majority of the nation. M*ti of national senti¬ 
ment at Versailles are very anxious a^d uneasy at the 
prevailing dispositions in Berlit^ They are, however, 
to s«me extent reassured by th^ fa<tt that the \^oi,k8- 
zeitung opposes 'the Bavarian 'TreaCy, as people have 
gradually grown acciffetomcd to find tlwit all persons of 
political insight as a rule reject whatever that journal 
praiste and recommends, and are disposed to adopt 
whatever it deprecates and censures. 

At dinner Bamberger, the member of the Reichstag, 
was on the Cjiiefs left. ,He is also going tb Berlin in* 
order to plead for tl^e adoption, 'without alteration, of 
the treaties with South Germany. I'he conversation 
first turned on* doctors and their knowledge, whereupon 
th^ Chief (I cannot now remember on wh^ grounds) 
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,delivef^%ie fi^lowiri^ weighty judgment: “Ah, yes, 
if doctor* wtre only 8en8g,t)le men ; but las it is, they aSe 
' dolte.”^ Th^ ^estioh of the tfft^ies was then (Sscussed, 
an<f the attitude of the Princes in* this master was 
admitted to “be correct.* “ YeS, but the Reichstag,” sai(f 
the ChajjceUor^ “ it remmds me* of Kaiser Heinrich and 
his** Gentlemen, y#u ^lave spoiled jny sport.’ ^ In^ that 
instance it ultimately *turned oiA all right, but in.thisj 


All!“^e memlters of the Reichstag might sacrifice^tjaenj- 
selves one after other upon the altar of the Father- 
land—it would be all to no purpose.” After reflecting 
for a moment, the Minister continued, with a smile : 
“ MemjDers of the I>iet and the Reichstag should be 
^made responsible, like Ministers, no more and no less, 
and*placed on a footing of absolute eqiiality, A Bill 
siTould {irovide for the impqfichmeut foB treason - of 
members of Paifliament when they reject important 
State treaties,“^sr, as in Paris, approve of a war under- 
takeft ^ frivolous pretexts. They were all in favour of 
the war, w^ith the e:3^eption of Jules Favre. Perhaps I 
shall bring in soqje such measure one day.” 

The conversation tlmn turned upon the approaching 
capitulation of Paris, w|iich must take place, at latest, 
within a month. “‘Ah I sighed the Chancellor, “ it Is 
then tljat myJ,roidbles will begin in Earnest.” . . . Bam'- 
berger was of opinion that tliey should not be allowed 
merely to capitulate, but should immediately be eddied 
upon to conclude peace. “ Quite so,” said the Chief 
“ That is exactly my*view, and they should be forced to 
■ do so by starvation. But theje are people who want, 
above edl else, to be ektoUed for their humane feelings, 
and they will spoil everything—altogether forgetting 


^ His greeting to those #ho brought him the news 
JUnpwror vhile he was netting birds in the forest. 
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•the fact that»we must thipk of cwr own somierS, Ad 

taj^e care that they shall not spffer want fftidjfee 8h*>b 
down to^no purpose, ^l^'is ^ust fhe sapn? wit|i ,the 
bombardqgieht. And then we are told to spare people 
who are searching for potatoes ;* they sliohld be shot 
too, if we want* to reduce tlie city by sta^ation,” _ . 

. After 8 o’clock,# L wa'S called to •the Chief sevA-al 
times,, and ^wrote two 'f)aragraphs for the Spenerscne 
^eitui^tf in accordance with his instructioiTs. The yi^t 
ran* as follows :—“ ’l^ie^ Vienna newSpapors recently 
atatecf* that ‘ the German Austrians did not wish for 
war, and the majority of the Austrian Slavs just a.s 
little.’ But there is in Austria, anti in Hungary,^a not 
very numerous but influential party which does desire 
war. Wljen irtquiry is made as to their real motive* for 
doing so, it is found to fjrise from pride and asroganc*o, 
from a kind of frivolous chivalry, froip a real hifinger 
for political luxuries, from the determinatfon to play the 
Grand Seigneur before the world. The Auati:i,arfS of 
this party, in which very distinguished personages are 
the moviifg spirits, seem to*us to resepiblc the princely 
family*of Esterhazy. It is an ancient house, of high 
rank, with great estates and^ a large fortune. •» Its 
members might .well have been content to occupy so 
efiainent a position. ‘But the evil genjus yf the /amily 
continually drove them inlo extravagance, into making 
too gpreat demands upon their resources, into*8tiuand«ring 
enormous sums on hurses, diamonds, &c., with the 
object of displaying their wealth and importance; so 
that they fell into debt, pnd, finally, came tt> the verge, 
of bankruptoy. The Esterhazy Lottery was then 
resorted to, and actually did tide t’hem over their 
diflficulties. The family was savetk But scarcely have 
thfty begun to breathe freely, and to regain their footing ^ 
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wlien*their evil genii® oi^ce more inspires *tliem, and the’ 

old game ^oes on agaip, untiL at leflgth, a time ^^1 
fonje.wheiJ ^ven a l^ttefy ■^II no longer ^s^e them. 
The Austrian p&ty to which we have already referred 
seeips to us to present a , close resemblance to the 
Eeterhazys. Tfiie State ig a fine property, with excellent, 
n^afural advantage^!, S, I’ich soil, ai^» a ^eat variety of 
valuable resources. 'But the policy of th(i proprietors 
is ^actly the same as that of tj^ie Esterhazys. * .Tjiidy 
must always overreach theigselves, and try to be^more 
than they really are. The evil genius of the State 
regards as a necessity what is*in reality mere luxury, 
self-copceit, and the desire to cut a great figure in the 
world. In that way, the ancient and wealthy house has 
become a comparatively poor one, with a touch of the 
Quixotic^ and a still stronger flavour of unfair dealing, 
which is very badly suited to our matter-of-fact age, 
when so much* importance is attached to the ability to 
pay bnp’s way. Every now and then, the State, like its 
prototype ,,tho Esteihazys, escapes out of its troubles 
by means of a .lottery, or of some not particularly 
respectable financial m,;^noeuvre ; but tjien it suddenly 
puts forward fresh claims, to a position beyond its means, 
presumes to play the part of a great Power, squanders 
millions on mobilisation, as its prototype does on stables 
and diamonds, ancL thus sinks deeper and deeper into 
financial difficulties. Instead of being able to satisfy 
its creditors by good management and a modest bearing, 
it moves steadily forward, without pause or rest, to¬ 
wards that bankruptcy which for a considerable space 
has only been a question of time.” 

The foregoing is an almost Uteral reproduction 01 
the Chiefs own words. I did not venture, however, 
to incorpor^Jte his concluding remarks, which were as 
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♦follows; “ T^e Hapsburgs have, really bedbme* great , 
tlj-ough plundemng old familaes—the HuJig4tiaJ3uS>*for 
instance.* At bottom are bnl^ a fajaiiy of ^police ‘ 

spies {pqliieilich-Spitzelfamilie) *who 4ived upon 
mjide their fortune by confiscatiofts.” 

The second'paragrap’h, which rcferred^to a statement 
in the» iTid^pencUmc^ Beige, pointed out that the 
relati<inship between tlt<? Orleans and the House of 
riapabarg-Lorrainc through the Due d’A1eii9on, c^ld 
not* induce us* Germans to regard theni*with any tjpecial 
favour. The paragraph was tn the following effect. It 
Ls known that Trochu declined the offer of the Princes 
of the House of Orleans to take part in the struggle 
against us. The Ind^pendance Beige now states that 
the Due 4’AJerf9on, second son of the Due de Nemdura, 
who was at* that time incapacitated by illness froba 
joining his uncles and cousins in their ,offer of service, 
has now sought salvation by adopting a'similar course. 
The Brussels organ adds the significant remar^:®“It 
will be remembered that the Due cl^leu 9 on is married 
to a sister'of the Empress of Austria.” ^ We understand 
that hkit, and believe wc shall be speaking in the spirit 
of German policy in replying ^to i^ as follows i-^'^The 
Ofleans are quite as hostile to us as the other dynasties 
that are fishing for the French throne, Tjieir jqumals 
are filled with lies and abuse directed against us. We 
have^ot forgotten the hymn of praise which the JDuc 
de Joinvillc raised after the V>attle of Worth to the 
franctireurs who had acted like aasassins. The only 
French Government we (^re for is that which can d<5 us. 
the least haem, because it is most t)ccupied with its own 
affairs, and with maintaining its own ’position against 
its rivals. Otherwise Orleanista, legitimists. Imperial¬ 
ists, and Republicans are all of the same value or no 
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value‘■to ^U8. And a« fo^ tiiose who th*ow out hints' 
abofut tho Austrian relationship, they Vould do well«to 
be pn theSc .guard, as wt arfe^on ours. Th&re is in 
Austria-Hungar^ one party in favour of Gen#iany and 
another hostile to her‘—a p^tty that wants to continue 
the policy of ^aunitz in^the Seven Yefy^s’ War, a policy^ 
of‘constant conspiracy with‘Fr^ee against Ofrman 
interests, and particularly agaidst Prussia. ,That^s tl^e 
po'r^y which has recently been connected with M^tt(y- 
nich’s name, and‘which was j:>upsued from 1815 to 1866. 
Since then more or less ‘vigorous attempts have been 
made to continue it. It is the partj’^ whieh the 
youn^r Metternich is regarded as the leaaer. He has 
for years past been looked upon as the me i ardent 
advocate of a Franco-Austrian alliance against Germany, 
and oneof the principal instigators of the‘present war. 
If the Orleans believe that their prospects are improved 
by their coniTection with Austria, they ought also to 
kno^ ^-hat for that very reason they have nothing to 
hope from us. 

After Bueher, iveuueii auu myself had beeh for some 
time at tea, we were joined by the Chief, and aft^wards 
by ifatzfeldt, who had \>een with the King. He said it 
was intolerably dull there. 

Qrimm^the^Russian Gouncillhr oi kotaije, gavtj us » 
variety of wearisope particulars about Louis Quatorze 
and -Louis Quinze. The W. worried us, and i^e in 
particular, with silly questions.’' (He pouted his lips, 
assumed a killing smile, and bent his head to one side, 
•imiiating the Grand Duke’s affectations.) “ He informed 
us that the students ah St. Cyr all received a portrait of 
Madame Maintenon, and that he himself had one also. 
The King, who had occasionally rubbed his eyes, 
obderved wmewhat pointedly, ‘ I suppose they w%re 
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photographs^ ‘ ?Jo, oh np, engravings.’ ‘ Well! then, 
•wfiiat did you do* with yours ? ^J:,he King asKei^ • ‘ Why, 
nothing,*! kept it.’ Tl|{3»Grand*pu*ke th<ig ^kec\j, ipe-^ 
he had oJ>’\?iou8ly prepared the question in advance, and 
"perhaps learnt it hy heritt—‘ 15 the Revue des l^eux 
Mondes still ptiblished ? An interesting newspaper.’* I 
teplied^ ‘ I do mot Ifngw, your RoyaUHighness.’ ‘ Who 
is thq editor ? ’ ‘ I do iwl: know that *either.’ ‘ So-o-o 1 ’ 

the , ^aides-de-camp were cruelly bored,' and on”^ of 
thSm nudged LehndorfF,^ begging him»*iu a whisper to 
give fhe old fool a rap on tlicrhead with his crutch.” 

“ Yes, he is a fearful bore,” added the Chief. 
“ What a miserable position it mu&t be for a man whose 
father was a Court official to him or one like him, and_ 
who has Jo asstime the same office himself—a chamberlain 
or something of that kijnd, who has to listen*day aftvir 
day to all that twaddle, and has no .prospect of" ever 
becoming anything else ! The Queen' is just such 
another. She was educated in the same sckodi. I 
remember she once questioned me ^n a literary subject, 

I believe it was about some^French bqpk or other. ‘ I 
do no* know, your Majesty,’ I relied. ‘ Ah, I suppose 
th^ does not interest you^’ ‘ No, your MaJ’osty.’ 
Radowitz w^ .very strong .on those subjects. He 
boldly gave every kind of information,, and in that way 
secured a great deal of his success at Court. He was 
ablejto tell exactly what Maintenon or Poffipadour wore 
on such and such a day ; such and such a gewgaw on 
her neck, her head-dress trimmed with colibris or grapes, 
her gown pearl-grey or peacock-green with furbelows oi 
lace of this or that description—exactly as if he had 
been there at the time. The ladies were all ear for 
these toilette .lectures, which he poured forth with the 
-utmost fluency.” 
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f Tlft%^fiiver 3 ation then turned upoR A^xander von 
HumboWt, \^ho appears have been atcourtier too, b^t 
not of^ the Si^using Variety. Srt^e Chief said Under 
the* late King > was *the sole victim when* Humboldt 
chose to enfertain the t;ompafly in his own style. 
usually/ead, often for hours *at* a time, the biography 
of Some French saraat or architect whom nobody ip * 
tSe world except •himself tooJ» tlie slightest interest. 
HcTjtood bj^the lamp holding the paper close«to the 
light, and occasidUally paused for flie purpesc of making 
some learned observation*. ^Although nobody listened 
to him he had the ear of the house. The Queen was 
all the^time at work cm a piece of tapestry, and certainly 
did not understand a word of what he said. The King 
looked through his portfolios of engravings^ turning 
them ov^r as noisily as possible, evidently y/ith the in- 
tentibn of not h^^^ing him. The young people on 
both sides and "in the background enjoyed themselves 
without, the least restraint, so that their cackling and 
giggling actually drowned his reading, which however 
rippled on withoi^t break or §top like a brook. • Gerlach, 
who was usually present, sat on his small rounci chair 
whi«B could barely ecco^modate»his voluminous per^n, 
and slept so soundly th^t he snored. . The King was 
once obliged,to y/ake him, and said, ‘ Pray, Gerlacit, 
don’t snore so loud ! ’ I warf Humboldt’s only patient 
listener, that is to say I sat silent and pretende^ to 
listen, at the same time following my own thoughts, 
until at length cold eake and white wine were served, 
it put the 'old gentleman in very bad humour not to 
be allowed to have the talk all to himself. } remember 
emee there was somebody there who managed to 
monopolise the convejrsation, quite naturally, it is true, 
as he was a clever raconteur ^d spoke about things, 
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•that interes^d *everybcKl^. Hiimbolkt beside 

hijhself. In a peevish surly temper he piled Jliie plate 
so high (pointing with lflf%dlarH^)*wifh foie^grxts, 

fat eels, ^obsters’ tails, and other indigestible stufC—■* 
a real mountain,—it was Astounding that ffti old man’ 
could put it all away. * At last his paljence \^as ex- 
li^iusted,, and he. eoujd not? stancf it»aBy longer. So die 
tried *to interrupt t^ie**8peaker. • ‘On the peak oi" 
Popocatepetl,’ he began,—but the other wbnt on \rth. 
his * story. *‘011 the peak of Poj^catapetl, ‘seven 
thousand fathoms above'—T>u«t he again failed to make 
any impression, and the .narrative maintained its easy 
flow. ‘ On the peak of *Popocatapetl, seven thousand 
fathoms above the level of the sea,’ he exclaimecf in a 
loud and ,excitt?d tone,—but With as little success as 
before. Tha talker talk<^d on, and the compgny hael 
no ears for anybody else. That was son^ething unhterd 
of, outrageous ! Humboldt threw hinlSelf back in 
morose meditation over the ingratitude of mankind, 
and shortly afterwards left. Th% Liberals made a 
great deal* of him, and coufited him %s one of them¬ 
selves. • He was liowevcr a sycophant who aspii'ed to 
the favour of Princes £?nd who ^w'as •onl\' happy When 
baSking in tin; .sunshine of royalty. That did not 
pfevent him how’evei"* from criticising fJnurt after¬ 
wards to Varnhagen, and repeating all^sorts of discrddit- 
able ^X)rie8 about it. Varnhagen worked these up into 
books, which I also boaght. They are fearfully dear 
when one thinks how few lines in large type go to the' 
page.” Keudell observet^ that they were nfevertheless • 
indispensable for historical purposes. “ Yes, in a 
certain sense,” replied the Chief. “ Tak'cn individually 
the stories ar» not worth much, h^t as a whole they 
«re*an expression of the sourness of Berlin at a period 
VOlu 1 B B 
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v-hen1io|feing impprtence was haPpenjpg. At that. 

w^r^ody talked m that maliciously impot^t 
way. ^ It^'vjps a ^ocfety vv%feh it would b5 hardly 
possible to realise to-day without th^ assistance of such 
books, unftss one had persenal experience of it. A 
great ^eal of^ outward show * with nothing genuine 
behind it. I ren»enaber, although was a very little' 
bellow at the time, 4t must itave been in 1821 or ’22. 
Ministers wdte still like strange animals, regard«d with 
wondSr as 8omfeJ;hing mysterious. There was onbe a 
large party, which was at that time called an assemblee, 
given at Schuckmann’s—what,a monstrous huge beast 
he was as a Minister I My mother also went there. I 
remember it as if it were to-day. She wore long gloves 
that went up to here.” (He pointed to Hie upper part 
«f his srm.) “ A dress with a short waist, her hair 
puffed out on both sides, and a big ostrich feather on 
her head.” (The Chief left this anecdote unfinished, if 
indeed, there was any conclusion to it, and returned to 
his former subject) “ Humboldt, however,” he con¬ 

tinued, “ had a. great maity interesting things to toll 
when one was alone with him, about the times of 
Frederick William<Ill., and in particular about his own 
first sojourn in PaHs. As he liked me, owing to Che 
attention wi,th vfhich I listened 1 k) him, he told me a 
number-of pretty anecdotes.” It was the same with old 
Metternichd with whom I spent a few days at Johannes¬ 
burg. Thun afterwards said *0 me, ‘ I do not know 
how you have manned to get round the old Prince, but 
. he has indeed looked into you as if you were a golden 
goblet, and he told me if you do not come to an under¬ 
standing with him then I really don’t know what 
to say.’ * I can explain that to you,’ J replied- ‘ I 
listened to all bis stories, and often prompted him 
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.to continue thee#. That pleases th? gariAlfiMS old 
p^ple.’” * ‘ ' 

Hat^^ldt said that^loitk^ •had writtea to Trochu 
telling himdjow a^airs stood at C/tleana» and expreestn^ 
his readiness to allow one of TroaHu’s officers to satisfy 
himself of the ‘truth ofi his statement. • He would be 
Turnished with .h* safe conduct’to .Orleans. The Chief 
said ; *“'l know that. 'Bprt; he should ^not have done sd. 
They'mjght’to find that out for themselvoB. Our 4i»es 
are* now thin at varfbus points, and J«hey have •al*o a 
pigeoif post. They will only imagine wo arc in a hurry 
to get them to capitulate.” 

Tuesday, Deceviber Gth. —In .the morning I tele¬ 
graphed to Berlin and London more detailed particulars 
of the victory at Orleans. Then wrote articles for*tho 
Moniteut and the German papers on the way jn whio^ 
French officers interned in Germany are breaking their 
parole. So long as this unworthy conduct receives 
approval and encouragement from the Governmeiit of 
National Defence, it is impossible ^for us to carry on 
any negotiations with it. • • * 

Dr, Lauer and Odo Russell dined with us to-day. 
The conversatioil was mot of pjfl-tic;ular interest. • ^We 

h»J, however, a delicious Palatfne wine—Deidesheimer 

' • * . * 

Hofstiick and Forslet Kirchenstlick, a noble juice, rich 
in all virtues, fragrant, and fiery. Aus l<'eue y^rd der 
Oeist erschaffen. Even Bucher, who usually drinks 
only*red wine, did justice to this heavenly dew from 
the Haardt Hills. , 

I afterwards wrote an article in which I politely^ 
expressed sufprise at the* brazen impudence with which 
Grammont reminds the world of his existence in the 
Brussels Oau^pis. He who, through his unparalleled 
ineptitude, has brought so much misery upon France, 
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(Shouldr Ti^ tis colleague Ollivier, ha^e hidden himself 
in sdlenoeVl^ been glad 60 be forgotten. Or, inspirit 
by his anciwit name?, h? shoul^- have joined tdie army 
and fought for his co*untry, so as in some" degree to 


expiate the* wrong he'has dene it.* Instead of doing^ 
anything of tW^ kind, however, *he dare^ to remind the 
world that he still lives, and once conducted the^foreign 
pSlicy of France.a “-A blockKpaa, a coward, an im¬ 


pudent fellow^! ” said the Chief, when he instruc,t.:d me 
to write this ai’;^icle. “You can use tlie strongest 
expressions in dealing with him.” 



CHAPTER XIV’ 

THE PROSPECTS OUTSIDE PARI? IMPROVE 

Wei^iesday, December 7th .—At dinner the Chief related 
some of his Franl<;fnrt reminiscences. “ It was yossible 
to get on with Thun,” he said. “ He was a respecteblo, 
man. Taken altogether, Rechberg ' was also not bad. 
He was at Hast honourable from a personal st&nd^oiitt, 
although violent and ira.sciblc—one of .those passionate, 
fiery blondes ! It is true that as an Austrian diplomat 
of those days he was not able to pay too strict n regard 
to truth. I remember his ojicc receiving a (Jespatch in 
w'hich he was instructed to maintoin tJie best relations 
with fls, a second despatch being sent to him at the 
same time enjoining iTim to firllow'an exactly op^sitc 
course. I happened to call upon him, and he inadvert¬ 
ently gave me' tife'second despatch, to .read. « I saw 
immediately how matters stoo<.l and read it through. 
The* handing it back to him I said : ‘ I beg .your 
partlon, but you have ^ven me the wrong one.' He was 
fearfully embarrassed, but I consoled him, saying I would 
take no adv/intage of his mistake, using it merely for 
my personal infomvition.” “ T^e third, however,— 
Prokesch—was not at all to my liking. In the East he 

> Thun, Rech^rg and Prokesch beld ut socoession the position of 
Austiisn Minister to the Bund^frtsg. 
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had leArgt the baseat^foreis of intrigue and had no sejise 

of honduf w truth. ^ A^,thorough paced Tiar. I rememHer 
being* once in a large company where sopae Austrian 
.assertion which was. not in accordance with'the truth 
was. being di^pussed. Prokesch, raising his voice in 
order that I might hear him, said : ‘ If. that be not truCf^ 
hhen the Imperial “and Royal ^alhnft ha^ comrrtiSiSiondd 
me to commit an kct of perfid}^, indeed his Imperial and 
Apestplic Majesty has lied to me ! ’ and he emphasjsed 
the word lied. He looked a,t me whilst he was speaking, 
and, when he had finished, I replied, quietly ; ‘ Quite so, 
Excellency!’ He was obviously aghast, and ; 0 S he 
lookecj round and found all eyes cast down and a deep 
silepce which showed approval of what I had said, he 
turned away without a word and went into the dining¬ 
room where the table was laid.. He had rdcovered him¬ 
self, however, after dinner, and came over to me with a 
full glass in his hand—but for that I should have 
thoughv he was going to challenge me—and said, ‘ Well, 
let us ma^^e peace.’ ' ‘ Certainly,’ I replied, ‘ but what I 
said in the other room was true, and the protocol must 
be altered.’ The protocol was altered, an admission 
that it had contain’ed aij untrutK. A rascally fellow'I ” 
Thursday, December 8 Some one asked at 
dinner how* the question of Empoior and Empire 
now' stood. The .Chief replied inter alia: “We have 
had ■a great deal of trouble with it in the way ofi tele¬ 
grams and letters. But after 'all Holnstein has done 
the greater part of'the work. He is a clever fellow, 
^and not in the least spoilt by .or prepossessed in favour 
of Court manners.” Putbus asked what' position he 
held. “ Master of the Horse. He showed himself 
very willing and energetic, making the journey to 
Munich an^ back in six days. . In the present condition 
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*of the railwajw that require a^reat deal of will. 

coursje he has •the necessary^ physique. *J^eed, not 
merely tcfMunich, but t^J5oh^n8chwangai^-*-and there 
the I^ng who had just been operated under ckloVo- 
form for a tumouf in the gurA. But King Lewis* 
|s.lso greatly contributed to the speedy*settleryent pf 
the matter. He rc%eived*the letteif immediately, and at 
opce aave q definite arl^^er. He might easily have 
sa^d Jtlat he must first take some fresh air itT^the 
mountains, atid would answer in th^Je or four* days. 
The Count has certainly done *U8 a very good service in 
tiiQ, 4 ^air ; but I really do not know how we can reward 
him.” I forget how the conversatibn came to deal with 
the terms “Swell,” “Snob,” and “ Cockney,” "which 
were the aubjeit of much discussion. The Chief ftien-' 
tinned a certain diplomat, as a “ swell,” and qbserve(i ; 

“ It is really a capital word, but we caynot translafte it 
into German. ‘ Stutzer,’ perhaps, but That conveys at 
the .same time pompousness and self-impprtnnce. 
‘Snob’ is something quite different, while it L? also 
very difiidult for us to render proj^erlj. It* denotes a 
variety of attributes, but principally one-sidedness, 
.naajrowness, slavery to local or 5as« prejudices, pjiilis- 
tilTism. A ‘ snob ’ is something like our ‘ Pfalhiirger 
yet not quite.*>^»^tf includes also a, petj:.y conception 
of family interests, polirical narrow-mindedness,* rigid 
adh^ence to idea,s and habits that haVe l>eceyiie a 
second nature. Ther^ are also female snobs and very 
distinguished ones. The feminine half of our Court 
are snobs. Our two piost exalted ladies are sbobs- • 
The mflile element is not snobbisH. One may also talk 
of party snobs—those who in largdr political issues 
cannot emanoipate themselves frory the rules that govern 
jftivate conduct—the ‘ Progressist snob.’ The cockney 
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again *18 quite another persor^. That ternuf applies more 
particulari^ to Londoners. There are 'people there wiio 
have nevel been outside th&r own walls arfd streets, 
never got away* from the brick and mortar, ,;cvho have 
never seen ‘life anywlifere els^ nor travelled beyond the 
sound qf Bow^ells/ We have also Berliners who have, 
ne-f er left their cib/.' But Beflin^js ♦p, small pl»ee^ com¬ 
pared to London^ or even P<.ris, which has also i^s 
cdfcj^eys, although they are known by anothcf^^a^ie 
there. * There a’ke hundreds of thousands in London 
who have never seen anytfiing but London. In such 
great cities conceptions are formed which permeato, the. 
whole community, and harden into the most inveterate 
prejudices. Such narrow and silly ideas arise in every 
grea‘t centre of population where the people, have no 
eiperienee, and often not thf faintest netion of how 
things look else\^diere. Silliness withoirtP conceit is en¬ 
durable, but tt) be silly and unpractical, and at tile 
same time conceited, is intolerable. Country life brings 
people into muclr qloser contact with realities. They 
may be less educated there,' but what they know they 
know thoroughly. There are, however, .snobs 'In the 
couiitry also. (Tu^ning^to Putbus.) Just take a really 
clever shot. He is convinced that he is. the first man'^n 
the world, aijd tlvit sport is everytiiif^,,. and that those 
who ‘do not undemtand it are worth nothing. And 
thenp man \<'ho lives on his estate in a remote district, 
where he is everything, and all the people depend uf>on 
him ; when he comes to the wool-market and finds that 
V he ih not of' the same importanije with the townspeople 
as he is at home, he g^ts into a liad temper, .sits sulking 
on his sack of ■^ool, and takes no notice of anything 
else." • 

At tea, Keudell said that I ought really to see, ndt 
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naerely those apolitical despatches,* reports and arafts 
whiich I receiv^ from tlm Minister, but everV^ng that 
came in aftd went out. tih. w6ulc^ speak oij the s^jbject, 
to Abekea, *who acts here as Secretary of State. 
accepted his proposal with ^any ^lianks. ^ 

Bucher infoj^ied me that the Minister had made 
some yety intcfresting^ remarks ill the drawing-rooi^ 
wjiiie .ihey .were taking**coffee. 'Prince Putbus men- 
tiQpect’'fri3 desire to travel in far distant lands. It 
miglit be pos'sible to mq,nage that for you,” said the 
Chief. “ A^ou might be coirfmissioned to notify the 
faujj^ation of the German Empire to the Emperor of 
China and the Tycoon of Japan.” The Minister then 
discussed at length the duties c^f the German aristocracy, 


of course with special reference' to his guest. 

The Kin^was faithful, to his duty, but he was bom 
in the last century, and thus he regarded many things 
from a point of view which was no loiiger suitable to 
the times. He would allow himself to be cut to piteces 
in the interests of tlic State, as he ^understood them, if 
he knew that his family Vould be pr<wdded for. The 
future ^ing was quite different, ^e had not this strong 
^^eme of duty. When he foun^ hirftself in goocHoase, 
hacT plenty of money at his disposal,'and was praised by 
tfie newspaperr?,!>riih^ was quite satiafied.. He .would 
choose his Ministers in tlic English,fashion from* the 
Libei^l or from other parties just as things happened in 
the Diet, in order to avCid trouble. In that way, how¬ 
ever, he would ruin everything, of at least produce a 
condition of^ cionstant instability. The gteat nobles* 
ought, then .to intervene. They must have a sense of 
the necjessities of the State and recognise Aheir mission, 
which is to preserve the State fronj vacillation and un- 
odHainty in the struggles of parties, to give it a firm 
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BUpport,There was W) objection to th^r associat^g 
with a Stfi^ isberg, but,they w(^^ild do 'better tabecoiAe 
bankers straight away, '■ 

, Monday^ December 12th. —The Chiefs indisposition 
seems to have^gain grown worse, and it is said that he 
is'in a particularly bad humour. Dr. .Lauer has been, 
to see him. The Times contains the Tollowhlg com- 
munjcation yrhich it would be impossible for -ms to 

improye upon.^ .. 

« 

1 The communication referred is a letter by Thomas Carlyle pub¬ 
lished in The Times of November 18, in which it occupied two and a half 
columns. The passages quoted by Dr. Busch are here reproducgji 
the original :— 

“ Thb question for the Germans, in this' crisis, is not one of 
‘magnanimity,’ of ‘heroic pity and forgiveness to a fallen foe,’ but of 
solid prudence and practical consideration what the fallen foe will, in all 
lilj'jBlihood, do when once on his feet again. Written on her memory, in 
a distinctly instructive manner, Germany has an experience of 400 years 
on this point ; of whv’h on the English memory, if it ever was i-ecordod 
there, there is now hctle or no trace visible. . . . No nation ever had so 
bad a^peighbour as Germany h;is had in Franco for the last 400 years ; 
bad in all mamier of ways ; insolent, I’apacious, insatiable, unappeasable, 
continually aggressive. . ^ . Germany, I do clearly believe, would be a 
foolish iratioii n<jt to think of raisvhg up some secure boundary fence 
between herself and'^such a neighbour now that she has the chance. 
There is no law of nature thqt I know of, no Heavens Act of Pftlliament 
whereby France, alone o4 terrestrial beingef^ shall not re.store any portion 
of her plundered goods wjien the owners they were wrenched from 
an opportunity upon them. . . ‘. The French complain dreadfully of 
threatened ‘loss pf hoqour’ ; and lamentable*l);^^der8 plead earnestly, 

‘ Don’t dishonour France ; leave poor France’s honour bright.’ But will 
it save the hono^ir of Franco to refuse paying for the glass she has 
voluntsndly broken in her neighbours windows. The attack upon the 
windows was her dishonour. Signally disgraceful to any nation was her 
late assault on Germany : equally signal has been the ignominy of its 
execution on the part of France. The honour of France can be saved 
only 'by the dedp repentance of France, and by the serious determination 
never to do so again—to do the reverse of so for ever henceforth. . . . 
For the present, I rqust say, France looks, more and fnore delirious, 
mieerable, blamable, pitiable and even contemptible. She refuses to see 
tfa* facte that are lying palpably before her face, and^, the penalties she 
has brought upon herself. A. France scattered into anarchio ruin, wi^- 
out reoognisablp head ; head, or chief, indistinguishable from feet, or 
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^ An excell^tnt letter which ^we‘must suDnnt to the 
V^rsaill^s peopie*in the Afomte^r. V* * * 

Busily engaged all tn«‘evening. Tranf^OTed :^r,the 
Ji^ing articles published by The Tirnes hnd Daily 'Pele- 
graj>p warmly approvin^^ of the restoration of ,the 
Joierman Empire,§ind the imperiiil dignity* ^ 

• The "Times ArtWe, ^after stating that not merely l:he 
fg.ct of the restoration df the German Empire but also 
thg^ Dinner in which it had been brought about ^<^ifld 
only be regarded with th,e liveliest satiefaction, proceeds 
’ as follows :— ^ 

i^he political significance of this change cannot be 
placed too high. A mighty revolution has been accom- 


rabble ; Mininterw flying up in balloons ballasted with nothing elf^ but 
outrageous public fies, proclamations of victories that were creatures of 
the fancy ; a Government subsisting altogether on mendacity, willing 
that horrid blf>odshed should confinue and increase rather than that they, 
beautiful Republican creatures, should cease to hane the guidance of it ; 
I know not when and where there was seen a natiCSi so covering itself 
with (ii»honour. . . . The quantity of conscious mendacity that France, 
official and other, has perpetrated latterly, especially since July last, is 
something wonderful and fearful. And, alas I .^^erhaps even that is small 
compared to the self-delusion and -unconscious mendacity long prevalent 
among the French. . . . To me at times the mofdnfullost symptom in 
France 13 the figure jts ‘ men of genius,’ highest literary speakers, 
,^whg should be prophets and sflers to it, make at# present, and, ind*e^, for 
a ifBneration back have been making, ^t is evidently their belief that 
j^w celestial wisdbin is radiating out of France upon all the other over¬ 
shadowed nations ; Chst FrJlnce is the new Moun^ Zion,of the qniverse ; 
and that all this sad, sordid, seirti-delirious, and, in good part, infernal 
stuff which French literature has been preaching to u.s,for the last fifty 
years 4 s a veritable new Gospel out of Heaven, pregnant with blessedness 
for all the sons of men. ... I believe Bismarck (sic) will get his Alsace 
and what he wants of Lorraine ; and likewise that it will do him, and us, 
and all the world, and even France itself by and by, a great deal of^ood. 

. . . (Bismarck) in fact seems Jo me to be striving with* strong faculty# 
by patient, grand and successful steps, to\^ards an object beneficial to 
Germans* and to all other »nen. That noble, paf#ient, deep, and solid 
Germany should be at length welded into a nation and become Queen of 
the Continent, instead of vapouring, vain-glorious, gesticulating, quarrel¬ 
some, restless and over-sensitive France, seems to me the hopefuUest 
public fact that has occurred irumy time.”—T he TaANsni^roK. 
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plisbecf ^Europe, ajBcf all our traditions JlBVe suddenly 
beGomo*^i^'tiquated. No one can pretend to prediet^he 
relations the "Gl-reat' P<tFVers ; but it ia^ not very 
difiicult to forecast in a general way tbp political 
tendencies of the tim'fe on which we are about to enter. 
There .will be‘h powerful united Germany, presided over 
by a family which represents' not ^nly ats interests, but 
Its military fame. On the'^ohe side will be ^Russia, 
Strdbg and -^S^atchful as ever ; but on the other ::^ide will 
be Ffance, which, whether patient under her reverses 
or burning for revenge, will be for a time incapable of 
playing that great part in Europe which belonged^ to 
her even under the feebleness of the Restoration. Thus, 
whereas we had formerly two strong centralised military 
emf)ires, wnth a distracted, unready nation between 
them, wRich might be ground to powder whenever the 
tw’^cf closed to crush it, there is no\v a firm barrier 
erected in Cenural Europe, and the fabric is correspond¬ 
ingly strengthened. In this the policy of past genera¬ 
tions of English statesmen is fulfilled. Tlrey all desired 
the creation of a strong Central Power, and laboured 
for it in peace and war by negotiations and alliances, 
no'vy<-with the Empire^, now with the 'new State wljich 
had arisen in the North.’’ 

On the instructions of the C<liief, I also wrote a 
pare^aph for the press to the effect that we are no 
longpr opposed by France, but rather by the cosmo¬ 
politan Red Republicans, Garibaldi and Mazzini (who 
are with Gambetta, and act as his counsellors), and 
.Polish, Spanish, and Danish adherents of that party. 
The aims of these godd people are indicated in a letter 
from the son of the Prefect Ordinaire, who describes 
himself as an officer in Garibaldi’s General Staff. This 
letter, which is da^d from Autun on the 16 th of 
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November, an^ addressed t^o the editor of ^e* ftews- 
paper I^oits rHoT^me, contains the*^t^owifig 
passage ^ 

. ^ “ You ^ill see ’from tlie post-marl? where we are 
now stationed—in one of l^e mos?t priest-ridden towns * 
o/ France. It is^the centre of m^onarchicaf reacticjn. Lb 
loeks Lessjike a tojvn^ than an eAofmous monastefy^ 
huge lUack Avails and bllred windows, behind which 
moyks.df^ all colours intrigue and pray in darkness 
silence for the*success of l^he^ood cause** In the streets 
'bur red shirts are constantly brushing against the black 
of the priest. The whole population, from the 
tradespeople downwards, present a' mystic aspect^ and 
appear as if they had been all drenched in holy water. 
We are regarded here as if we had been inscribed upon 
the Index, and the calumnies that are rained jipon u« 
rival the deluge. A breach of discipline (which is 
unavoidable in the case of a volurlteer army) is 
immediately exaggerated into a great crime. Trkles* are 
transformed into outrages that deserve to be punished 
by death. * The mountain frequently gpves birth to a 
mere nh)use, but the bad impressi^ produced upon the 
^^biic mind remains. * , * * . 

Would you* believe it ? .The hfficials themselves 
put difficulties in ftift way ! They e^ho,, I hope un¬ 
wittingly, the calumnies tfiat are circulated against us, 
and rggard us with evident ill will. Indeed, our fellow 
citizens are almost inclined to look upon our army 
as a band of brigands. Can yon imagine that the 
monarchists have not in .the least renounced their mis-* 
chievous endeavours, and hate us because we have sworn 
never to permit the re-erection of those; mountebank 
stages from which kings and emperors have ordered 
nfiftiions as the humour took them ? Yes, we proclaim 
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the ffic^ ^loud that ,we are soldiers 'of t!|?,e Revolution, 
and I woi^.d add not of the French ^Rpvolution alc^^e, 
but of the ^^Qsmopolitan revobfi-ion. * Italians, Spaniards, 
Roles, and Hungarians, in gathering undet' the French 
flag, cleatiy understand that they are defending the 
Universal RejSiblic. The real nature of the struggle is 
noHv evident. It is a war between .the .priirciple of the 
&vine right of kmgs»and of force, and that of popular 
s&Y^reignty, civilisation, and freedom. The fatherland 
disappears befoih the Republic. 

“ We are citizens of the world, and whatever ma};" • 
happen we will fight to the death for the realisation of 
that noble ideal of the United State.'^ of Europe, that is 
to say, the fraternisation of all free peoples. The 
monarchical reactionaries know that, and so they re- 
iaforce the Prussian forces with their own legions. We 
havfe the enemies’ bayonets in front, and treason behind 
us. Why is not every old official sent about his busi¬ 
ness*? «Why are not all the old generals of the Empire 
ruthlessly cashier^l ? Cannot the Government of 
National Defence see that Uiey are being betrayed, and 
that these people, with their hypocritical manceuvres, 
shatJJeful capitulations, and inexplicable retreats arer)rt^ 
paring for a Bonap.artist restoration, or, at least, fof ihe 
accession of an Orleans or a Bourbon ? _ ' 

But the Government, fvhich has undertaken the 
task-of delivering the contaminated soil of France from 
foreign hordes, should take care. In times like the 
present, and under ^ the fearful conditions in which we 
ffind ourselves, it is not enough to be honest. It is also 
necessary to show energy, to keep a cool head, and not 
to allow one’8^ s^lf to be drowned in a glass of water. 
Let the Cremieuxs, tpe Glais-Bizoins, and the Fourichons 
remember the manner in which the men of 1792 aBd 
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.^’93 acted ! To- dC^ we need a Dantoif, a Rflb*^ierre,* 
th» men of Convention ! *Away with gentle- 

.men ! Afeke :^om for ,Reyt)kiti»n ! Tltft alone can 
save us. * G»reat crises demand gr*at m§asi?t-es ! ” * '• • 

' • The fatherland • disappears ]pcfore the . Republic I 
Resort to the great measures adopted by Danton'and 
Robespierre ! Behead ev^ry oile who differs from u^'in 
religicTus aTid politidhl afl^rs, and establish the guillotiife 
a1^ a pejmanfent institution. Dismiss Generals Cl^an^iy 
antb Bourbaki, Faidht5rbe and Vinoy, Ducrot and TroShu, 
..^and appoint private soldlert? ip their place. TliAt is the 
gospel preached by the son of a Prefect in the depart- 
- "'mejT5'«f Doubs, an officer of Garibaldi’s General Staff. 
I wonder whether’these proposals will commend* them¬ 
selves to many» of the Versailles people when they see 
this letter*in the Moyiiteur one of these days ? . 

Tuesday, December *13tA.—In the morning lyrote 
another article on the confession of faifiJi of the cosmo¬ 
politan Republicans. The Chief’s health is som^hat 
better, only he feels very exhausted. . . . 

At lunch Bucher, Hatzfaldt, ancT Keudell declared in 
q,ll seriousness that they thought the Chancellor would 
resign. ,It was jestingly sugge.^ec\ that he woiild be 
' "To^wed by a Ministry under Baskcii-, who would be “ a 
kind of Ollivier,” ape] then haff in joke, half in earnest, 
the possibility was diseussed of ' dur having* i’or a 
Chancellor Delbrlick,—“ a very clfever man, but no 
politician.” , 

I regarded it as absolutely iryconceivable that the 
Chief could ever be allowed to resign, .even if he 
requested ter be relieved from office. They thought, 
nevertheless, that it tvas possible. I said that in such 
circumstances they would be obliged to ’recall him in 
I gHs than a month. Bucher questioned whether he 
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^°woul<i florae ba^, aryi said positively®that so far as he- 

kn§w the (jounf once retired*, M would n^er 

take office ti^in. He‘enjoyhimself Tar t^d well at 
‘S^«trzin, free from business and worry of 'every kind. 
He liked best of all fco' be in ihe woods and fields. The 
Countess had ^nee said to him': “ Believe me, a turnip 
interests him (Bi^arck) more than all your politics^,^' 
That statement, , however, ro^j^sC not be hastily 

accepted, and must be limited to a temporary „fltate of 
feelang. \ ' 

About 1.30 P.M. I w'aa shmmoned to the ChaheelIor.'«K. 
He wished me to call attention to the difficulties of the 
King of Holland wdth regard to a new Ministry, ‘it^uTto 
point ‘to this as the result of a purely Parliamentary 
‘ systfem under which the advisers of the Crown must 
retire, wjiatever the condition of affairs mf\y be, when a 
majority of the representatives is opposed to them on 
any question. <He observed: “I remember when I 
^became,Minister that there had been tw'enty or twenty- 
one Ministries sinc^ the introduction of the constitu¬ 
tional system. ^ If the principle of Ministers retiring 
before a hostile majority be too strictly enforced,dar too 
manj*- politicians -wilT be used Aip. Then mediocrities 
will have to be taken for^the post, and finally there*S»ill 
be no one left who will care to devote himself to such*a 

r f ^ 

trade. ^ The moral is that either the advantages of a 
Minister’s position must be increased, or the Parlia¬ 
mentary system must be applied, le.ss stringently.” * 

The Chief went cout for a drive at 3 o’clock, after 
c plusSell had'again called upon him. 

He talked after dinner about his negotiations with 
Russell and thef demands of Gdrtschakoff. He said 
amongst other things : “ They do not wan^ in London to 
give an unqualified approval to the proposal that the 
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"TBlack Sea shmll be again given u*p to Russfa ^ifd the 
Ti^ 3 with eovereimty over its coast.^jffhey are 

afraid of public ^opinion i^England, and returns 

^a^ain andoagain to the idea that some equivalent mi^t 
possibly be found. ” He asked, fot instance, tvhether it* 
■g^ould not be possible for us to join in the agreeipent gf 
the 16th ..Qf April, ,jl856.’ I replied that Germany had 
np real interest in the* a^latter. (*)r whether we woul3. 
bind Qh^selves to observe neutrality in case* of a coiif^idt 
some day breaking out there. I told him I was hot in 
■“Tcavour of a conjectural policy, such as his suggestion 
~4H,i£ilyed. It would depeaid altogether on circumstances. 
For the present we saw no reason' why we should take 
any part in the matter. That ought to suffice fo?" him. 
Besides I did not believe that gratitude had no place in 
politics. The^present Tsar,,had always acted in j\,friendly 
and benevolent manner towards us. Austria, on ’ the 
other hand, was up to the present littffi to be trusted 
and took up at times a very dubious attiturffi. j Of 


course he knew himself how far wp were indebted to 
England. The friendship oGthe Tsar \^"^s the legacy of 
old relations, based partly on fmnily connections, but 
partly also on the recognition tl^at our interests are,,not 
opp^ed to his. •, We did not know what those relations 
would be in futur6> and therefore it was ijmpossible to 
speak about them. . . . Our position would nqvr be 
different to what it was formerly. We should b§ the 
only Power that had reason to be satisfied ; we had no 
call to oblige any one of whose willingness to reciprocate 
our services we could not altogether feel sure. . . . “ He. 
returned again and again to the suggestion as to an 
equivalent, and at length asked me if I could not pro 
pose something. I spoke of making the Dardanelles 
^fld the Black Sea free to all. That would please 
VOIi. I 



3*6 Jtl/SSlAArnSAfJjVjyS ^TOO ^O^EST" [liec.i^Syo- 


Ruseistt^‘^she could.''the:a pfiss from‘l;he J^lack Sea into' 
the^Medi^^^anean, and Turkey also ao could h^e 
her, £i^iend», including th'e Americans, near <^„lier. It 
would remove olie of the reasons why the ^Americans 
^el4 with ' the Russians, natnely, t'heir desire for free 
navigation in rail seas. ^ He seemed t<S recognise the 
tpi%h of that.” Thte Chancellor added ^ a matter 

of fact, the Russians should ndt fiavc been so modest in 
tl?gi]^* demands. They ought to have asked fot more, 
and then the matter of the Black Sea would have been 
granted to them without any difficulty.” Turning t<^ 
Abeken the Minister said : “ Write that to Beriastorjl' 


and also to Reuss for his information. In writing to 
the latter, suggest that in St. Petersburg they should 
try to find something harmless that wouM lo.ok like an 
equivalent.” 

The conver.sation then turned upon the four new 
points of interiiAtional law respecting navigation—that 
no privtiteers should be fitted out, that goods should not 
be seized so far a.s ,they were not contraband of war, 
and that a blockade was ohly valid when effective, &c. 
The Chief remarked that one of these was flagrantly 
violated by the Fren^^in burning a (German ship. , Hj^ 
concluded the conversation on this he^d by sa'^hg, 
“ We,must ^ee how we are to get and of this rubbish.”" 

Wednesday, December —^The German party 

of centralisation are still dissatisfied with the Bavarian 

Treaty. Treitschke writes me from Heidelberg on the 

subject in an almost despairing tone : “I quite under- 

1 stand that Count Bismarck could not have acted 

0 * 

otherwise, but it remains a very regrettable affair all 
the same. Bavaria has once more clogged our feet as 
jihe did in 1813 in t^e Treaty of Ried. <So long as we 
yfeaVe our leading statesman we can manage to movean 
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’spite of that. \But how will it ,be *iater on ? J-Itmnnot. 
feoT that^unqu^ttoning ^nfideqc^ in the vit’i^K^ of the 
new Empite which I had hi that qf the North Geriji^n, 
jConfederaiion. I " only hope thiit the nation will^ 
prosper, owing to its own *liealthy vigoi^, in spite, of 
(constitutional deficiencies.” , ^ . 

• The Glcief (tnd Coun't Holnsteiii dined with us’ 
Politics werq in^t discussed. The Minister was ver^ 
che^(^fqPand communicative, and sp(3ke on a variety •of 


subjects. H6 said, anu^gst other things, that as a 
"young man he was a swift runiier and a good jumper. 
-Uji4-apns, on the other hand, are unusually strong in the 
arms. He should not care to try a fall with either (if 
them. 


The Ministef then sent for the gold pen that had 
been presented to him l:>y Bissingcr, the jeweMer, an A 
mentioned that the C'ountess had written to him asking 
about it, remarking that “ doubtless it^’was a lie, like 
the story of the baby at Meaux.” We now heard"for 
the first time that a new-born baby, the child of one of 
the French soldiers who had lixllen in on"> of the recent^ 
battles,'was supposed to have be<^ smuggled into the 
Clhinf’s bed. This was,” of C(iiisse, d mere newspaper 
liivention. . \ " 

The con’tersatiort afterwards turned on tin?, deputation 
from the Reichstag, which was already at Strassburg,’and 
wouk\ arrive here to-morrow. The Chancellor said : 
“We must begin to thirfk what we are to rejily to their 
address. The speech-making will bo a real pleasure to 
Simson. He has been already engjiged in several affairs 
of the kind—B-in the firpt deputation to the Hohenzollern- 
burg respecting the imperial dignity. He makes a g(X»d 
speech, loves to talk, and thoroughly enjoys himself on 
au6h occasions.” . , 


o C 2 
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iVfjeken observed that JLiowe, the naember of thb 
R^chstagl'&aid that l^e^ also |iad taken/^art in suc^ a 
^fuiiclion, biat had af|:.erw'ardai plenty of opps^rtunity to 
think over the hiatter in a foreign country.' « 

„“Ah! Was he also engaged in the 1849 aftair ? ” 

P .00 

asked ihe Chief. 

5 ‘ “ Yes,” said 'Bucher; “ he wies Presicljjut of the 
Reichstag.” ^ ^ 


But,” said the Chief, “ he need not hav« left his 
country on accouait of the part he took in the proposal 
as to the Emperor. It inust have been because of life 
journey to Stuttgart, which was quite a differen ^stpry- lk 

The Minister then spoke of the Ilohenzollernburg, 
where each branch of the family had a special suite of 
apartments ; of an old castle in Pometania* where all 
Riembeitg of the family of Dewitz had a right to lodgings, 
—if was now reduced to a picturesque ruin, after having 
long served as a stone quarry for the inhabitants of the 
nei^hlx)uring country town ; and afterwards of a landed 
proprietor who had a singular way of raising money. 

“ He was always hard up, and on one occasion, when he 
was in desperate stjj^Mts, his woods were attacked by 
catetpillars, then a fire,^broke out, and finally a number • 
of trees were blown down by a gale. Tie was miserable-," 
and thought he was bankrupt. S’O'the timber had to'be 
solcP, -and he suddenly found himself in possession of a 
lot of money, fifty or sixty thousand thalers, which set 
him on his legs again. It had never occurred to him 
that he could have his trees cut down.” 

This story led th^ Chief tp speak of another extra¬ 
ordinary gentleman, a neighbour of his. „ (Query, in 
Varzin.) “Jle had ten “ or twelve estates, but was 
always short of re^dy money, and frequently felt a 
deaire to impend some. When he wished to invite so®ie 
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people to a d«er 
thapfc at length Ike 
bou£ 


jent*lunch liQ usuall^f sold an *esj^e, so 

__ke had onW one orjbwo left. fi^Sne of his 

own tenaijts bought one oJ&’the‘ former lot f\om hi^ji /or^ 
^5,000 thfders, payhig him 5,000 thalefs down. They 
then sold a quantity of timber for Shipbuilding purposes, ‘ 
fyr 22,000 thalers^ an idea whicji, of coussc, had, never 
occurred trqhim.^’ ^ * • • * . 

, Th(\ Minister then referred to the • Hartschicre (big 


tall^mqif^•chosen for the Royal Body Guard on accSi^it 
of their size) ih Munich, who made a ^’eat impySssion 
ifpon him owing to their bulk atid general character, and 
-»*if't>_are understood to be.excellent connoisseurs of beer. 

Finally it was mentioned that Co'unt Bill was the first 
German to ride into Rouen. Somebody remarked that 
his appearance ^^ould have convinced the inhabitants of 
that city that«our troops hjid not up to the present beei 
put on short rations. This led the Chaqcellor to sjfeak 
again of the strength of his “ youngstefS.” “ They are 
unusually strong for their age,” he said, “ although they 
have not learnt gymnastics—very •much against my 
desire, but it is not considered the proper thing for the 
sons ofh diplomatist.” ^ 

« ^Vhile enjoying his after dinqpr cigar the Chief ahVed 
if the members <%f his staff wei’c .snfokers. Yes, every 
one of them, Abek(fti* replied. “Well, the,n,” sai^l the 
Minister, “ Engel must divkle the . Hamburg cigars 
amongst them. I have received so many that if the.war 
were to last for twelve nfonths 1 should still bring some 
home with me.” * 

Thursday^ Decembe% Ibth.—Qonnt Fi’ankenbWg • 
and Count Behndorff joined us at dinner. Prince Pleas 
coming in half an hour later. ’ The Chief .was in high 
spirits and ve»y talkative. The conversation at first 
ttifned on the question o,f the day, that is say, the 
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comnKiicSinent of the bombardmefit. ,Tbe Minister 
said it*Sft^t be expected within the He^ eight or 't:^n 
daj^s. ^ It w^uld possibly not very shccess^ul during 
thb first weeks, ‘as the Parisians had had tiipe to take 
precautiorfs against it/ Frankenberg said that in Berlin, 
and particulaQy in the Reichstag, no subject was so 
pntch discussed as the reasons why tlic bondjardment 
bad been postponed' up to the present. ^Everything 
eise'gave way to that. The Chief replied ; “dT'ee, but 
now that Roon taken the matter in hand something 
will be done. A thousand ammunition waggons with 
the necessary teams are on their way here, and j t is 
said that some of the new mortars have arrived!^ Now 
that Roon has taken it up something will at last be done.” 

The manner in which the restoration- of the imperial 
(iignity, in Germany had been brought before the 
Reiehstag was then discus.sed, and Frankenberg as w'dl 
as Prince Pless r/ere of opinion that it might have been 
better »managed. The Conservatives had not been 
infoimed beforehand, and the statement was actually 
made when they were sitting at lunch. To all appear¬ 
ance Windthorst was not wrona: when, with his usual 
dextority in seizing Ids^ppportunities, he remarked bhat 
he had expected more .sympathy from tlie Assembly.’ 

“ Yes,” .said the Chief, “ there ought to have been a 
bet4w!r, stage manager for the farce. It should have 
bad, a mortj effective 7hise-en-sc&fie , —but Eelbriick 
does not understand that sort of thing. Some one 
should have got up to express his dissatisfaction with 
, thtf Bavarian Treaties, which lacked this, that, and the 
other. Then he should have said; ‘ If, however, an 
equivalent were" found to sompensate for these defects, 
something .in which the unity of the natjon would find 
expression, that would be different,’—and theh fibe 
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Emperor shmilcl *have been brpugli* for'^aAk” ■ ■ ■ \ 
“ JHoreover, Emperor is mcfrc importauUrfIS? m§my 
people tfufik. could tel4*tfienl (that s^, the 
Princes) ’\ylftit it all means—if I Sad, I.certainly sh^hltf 
not have succeeded. . . . J[ admit* that th(? Bavariarf 
Treaty has defects and deficiencies. Thjt is, howe’ver, 
easily said when‘one is net responsuhle. How woultl it 
have ^een,"*then, if*l ha^ refused* to .make concessioiTs 
and noHircaty had l)eon concluded ? It is*impossihle 4;o 
conceive all Hie difficulties that woij^l have r«sufted 
'from 'such a failure, and for*tbat reason I was in morUd 
.anxiety over the easy iipconcern of centralising gentle¬ 
men ifi the Diet.” . . . “ Last night,* after a long interval, 

T had again a couple of hours of good deej:> slec^. At 
first 1 could not get off to sleep, worrying |and poftder- * 
ing over all sorts of things. Then suddenjy I sjw 
Varziu liefore me, quite flistinctly to the smallest detail 
like a big picture, with all the colours even—green 
trees, the sunshine on the stems and a blue sly above 
it all. I saw each single tree. 1 t^'ied to get rid of it, 
but it catne Ijack and torftiented me,^ and* at length 
whenct faded away it was replaced by other pictures, 
^Icjpuments, notes, do.«patches^ ^ntil at last towards 
mirffiing 1 fell asleep.” 

* Whilst Buchea and myself were^ alone at tea, he 
told me that Delbruck, \tho is the “ Liberal Minister,” 
holds with the Liberals *and is “ thinking of the 
future.” “ At an early stage of his career the Chief 
offered him the Ministry of Commerce. DelbrUck 
declined it, saying : ‘Yes, Excellency, but you may noj- ^ 
remain long yourself, and I should prefer not to accept 
it. "V^at should f do if .you retired ? I should be 
obliged to go too and renounce official life, and of 
tBourse that would not do.’ ” 



CHAPTEB,XV' 

CHMTDORDY AND*g?HE TRUTH—OFFlbERS OF. BAD FAITf/— 
FRENCH GARBLING—THE‘cROWN PRINCE DINfJ WITH- 
THE CHIEF. 

Friday, December IQth ,—In the 'morning I wrote 
seveial articles on M. de Chaudordy’s eirpular as to the 
b^barity with which we are alleged to conduct the war. 
They, were to the following efi'ect. In addition to the 
calumnies that hh-ye been circulated for months past by 
the french press with the object of exciting pubKc 
opinion against us, a document has now been issued by 
the Provisional Governmentdtself for the purpose of pre¬ 
judicing foreign*Courts and Cabinets by means of garbled 
and exaggerated ac(iou1^ts of our„condifct in the present 
war.* An official of. the^Ministry of Foreign Affaihr-at* 
Tours, M. de Chaudordy, impeaches ps in a circular t© 
the n^iltral Powers. Let us consider the main points in 
his statement* and see how the matter stands in reality, 
and who can be justly charged "^i^ith barbarous methods 
of warfare, ourselves 9 r the French, 

He asserts that we make excessive requisitions, and 
abuse our power in the* occupied towns and districts to 
extort impossible .contributions. We are further'stated 
to have seized private property, and to ^ have cruelly 
burnt down towns and villages, whose inhabitants have. 
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offered resista^e, or have jn any •.way assis^d^jhi the 
defence of theSLcmintry. Our accuser says : <!5omiriaiid- 
ing offic^^ have ordere^.5, t6wn^to he pl^iJldorq^ and 
Jjurnt dov*n*^ as a punishment for the Acts of individual 
citizens whose sole crime consisted in resisting the inva-* 
, (Jers, thus misu*sing the inexorjible discipline ipiposQd 
uppn their troops. Everj^ house in'vdiich a franctii^itf 
h 2 .d be^ con^cealed, or retfeived a iheal* has been burnt 
down., •'ilow can this be reconciled with respech^dr 
privatejiroperty ? ” The circular states tHat in firing upon 
open towns we have introduced a precedure hitherto un- 
•» exam pled in war. Finally, in addition to all our other 
cruelti^, we take hostages with us'on railway journeys 
to secure ourselves against the removal of the rails and 
other injuries aAd dangers. 

In reply to these charges we offer the folloiving ob¬ 
servations. If M. de Chaudordy understood anything 
about war, he would not complain of tltC sacrifices which 
our operations have imposed upon the French .pedple, 
but would, on the contrary, be surjirised at our relative 
moderation. Moreover, tlih German ^-roops respect 
privattf property everywhere, altliQj^gli they can certainly 
liot be expected, after li^ng mar(^es and severe fightjng, 
and'^after endurijig cold and .hunger, to refrain from 
securing as comformble quarters as poijsiblfi, or frqm de¬ 
manding, or, if the inhabitants have fled, helping^fliem- 
selve^ to absolute necessaries such as food, drink, f]/*ing, 
&c. Moreover, instead <5f seizing private property, as M. 
de Chaudordy asserts, our soldiers have frequently done 
the reverse, and at the ri^k of th^ir own lives, rescued* 
for the .owners works^of art and other valuables which 
were endangered by the fire t>f the French guns. We 
have burnt diown villages, but does our accuser know 
rfbthing of our reasons for doing so ? Is he^ not aware 
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that vnotllose vifiages^franctireurs havfi trea/^herously Gred 


upon 'pUi people, and that the inhahit/ats have gfVen 
every poss^ible assfstahch to’ V^ie raurdorers Has he 
hoiird nothing ,of the franctireurs who Recently left 
'Fontaines', and who boldly stated that the object of their 
match was to ^spect the houses in the neighbourhood 
which were worth pillaging ? Can he' liring forward a 
^single well-established case of ouxi'age committed by our 
soldiers such as those of which the Turcos and French 
guerillas have b^n guilty ? Have our troops cut oh the 
noses or ears of their wounaed or dead ojiponents, as the 
French did at Coulours on the 30th of November ? On__^ 
the 11th of December, when 800 German prisonei'?! should 
have been brought into Lille, only 200 of them actually 
arrived. hlany of these were severely wounded, yet in- 
^cad of affording them succour, the people of the town 
pelted them with snowballs, and shouted to tlie soldiers 
to bayonet thenv,^ The fre(|ucncy with which the French 
have fifed at the bearers of flags of truce is something 
unheai-d of. There is good evidence for the truth of the 
following incident, however incredible it may appear. 
On the 2nd of December, a German sergeant ‘.named 
Steiranetz, at thee express deshc of an officer of the 
Garibaldian troops,, wrote a letter to his licutenctnt in 
IVlirecourt, stating that if our side took reprisals agairftt 
Vittellor other places in the Tieighbourhood, the ears of 
fourteen Prussian prisoners, who had fallen into the 
hands of the guerilhis in a surprise attack, would be 
cut off. o 

■In many instances we have not treated those 
volunteers as soldiers, but that was only in cases where 
they did not act as soldiers, but on the contrary, 
followed the principles recommended by the Prefect, 
Luce Villard, in the address issued by him through 
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m^!ft. M. Vl^uij’d said : TIA; country dgo^ de¬ 
mand tlfa^ yoi\should collect -ifi largo niiissefcXand openly 
oppose tlie •enemy. It expects thal; cveuy morning tfi,fee* 
four resolute men ?imong,ijt you sliAll leave your villages* 
and select some good natural position ffbm which you 
cg,n fire upon t]l(5 Prussians withcait, risk. You riiust 
above'all direct yoti fd'e, against dhe,enemy’s cavalrg, 
and bruag tlieir horses in to the chief district towi.®. •! 
will* distribute premiums amongst yoi^»and your 4ioroic 
deeds f^hall be published* ill all the newsjiapers of the 
Provinces as well as in the OtHcial Journal. 

Wo have bombarded open citice, such as Orleans, but 
is M. dc Chaudordy not aware that they were o>3cupicd 
by the enemy And has he forgotten that the Fifench 
bombardecT ^hc open towns of Saarbrilcken and KcliJ ? 
Finally, as to the hostages who were obliged to aocom- 
pany the railway trains, they were tak^n not to serve as 
a hindrance to French heroism, but as a pr.ecawtion 
against treacherous crime. The railway docs not convey 
merely soldiers, arms, ammunition ami Ythcr war 
material, against which it may be aflowablc to use 
viplent measure’s : it oalso conv'eysj great niimlxirs of 
woitfided, doctors, hospital attendants and other per- 
.fectly harmless parsons. Is a peasant or a franctireiir 
to be allowed to endanger hundreds of tliosc l},vos by 
removing a rail or laying a^ stone upon the line Let 
the "French see that the.^ security of the railway trains is 
no longer threatened and the journeys made by those 
hostages will be merely outings, or our people mayevc^i 
be able to 'forgo such precautionary measures. We 
forbear to deal any "further »with the •charges of M. de 
Chaudordy. ,The European Cabinets are aware of the 
iiumano sentiments which inspire German methods of 
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jWarfor^Md they \^11 easily be able form a j^ust 
estimate d?: the value of tliese charges. » ^kr, moreover, 
is and.,,rem£^iyi war, and ifcahriOT be wa^d wifk velvet 
gloves. We shotild perhaps less frequently employ the, 
fron gloves' if the Government of National Defence had 
nof declared a c people’s war, which invariably leads to 


greyer 

armies. 


harshness ! than 


c'onflict between 


regular 


* JBbhlen, who is still unwell, Hatzfeldt, who -fe indis¬ 
posed,‘and Keudhll, who received a command to dine 
with the King, were absent from dinner. Counf" 
Holnstein and Prince Putbus were 2 :)resent as quests. 
The first subject to be touched upon was the Bavarian 
Treaty,'* which Holnstein expected would be approved of 
by the second Bavarian Chamber, in which a^two-thirds 

> 

majority ,was necessary. It >vas already -known that 
there® were only some forty members opposed to it. It 
was also practically certain that it would not be rejected 
by the Upper House. 

“ Thuengen will doubtless be in favour of it,” 
observed the Chief. ’ 

“ I believe so,” repjied Holnstein, “ as ho also '-Voted 
in fa(W)ur of joining in the war.” ' , . 

“Yes,” said the°Minister, “he is one of the honest 
Particularists : but there are some "‘who are not honest 
and who have other objects in view.” 

“ Certainly,” added Holnstein. “ Some of the patriots 
showed that quite clearly. Thfey omitted the words, 

‘ For King and Country,’ retaining only ‘ Mit Gott.’ ” '' 

« o Putbus then referred to thf. approaching holidays, 
and said it would be a good idea to give the people,in the 
hospital a Christmas tree. A collection had been started 
fot* that purpose, <Ind^ 2,500 francs had already been 
:ttkceiVed. “ Plesa and I put down our names,” he said.'’ 



397 


De<>t^, 1830] PE^A^ 




Vf^UDJ^ Fd^ lJhCj»OT 


“ THe subscrmtion^list was^ then laid before 
D/5:e of Weii^aa*, and he gave 300 fran«3‘^ and .the 
Coburger^ whoWas then^ttacke<3, gdve 20Q. ^ He^would 
certainly Jidve been glad to get out of it. lie should at 
neast have contrived not 4;o give^more than Weimar ot 
less than PlesS.” “ It must certainly ^ave been very 
disagreeable to ^im,” said> the Minktgr. Putbus : “ fiijt 
why ?*^He is a ricli^mahi ” The -Chief : “ Very rich f” 
f utbu8°. “ Why, certainly, he has come irf for an VncTr- 
mous forest which is worth over a million.’ The Chief : 
^ The Crown Pi'incess secured-'that*for him through all 
sorts of stratagems, whjch she also tried on with me. 
But I’have done with him. He shall never get my sig¬ 
nature again.” Putbus : “Besides, 200 francs ! Hii ought 
not to feel it so much. It is not much more than 'fifty 
thalers. Bui it is just like him ! ” Putbus,^then sidd 
they intended to submit the list of subscriptions to his 
Majesty, whereupon the Chief remarked ; “ Then you 
will also allow me to join.” Putbus afterwards added that 
Weimar had “ not shown himself OYer-generous in other 


matters. He established an ambulance ;lbr his regiment, 
whereoa coujDle of officers are now being cared for. He 
^(^pianded payment for thei^ Seep from the 'Com- 
mafSdant, which^of course only the doctors are entitled 
fo do.” “ But suffeiy they have not given it to him ? ” 
said the Chief. Putbus “ Oh, yes they have tbough, 
but not without making some remarks oh the 8i|bject 
thar^led to a great deal-of bad language on his part.” 

It was then mentioned that a French balloon had 


fallen down near Wetzlar and th^t Ducrot was said to 
be in it. suppose he will be shot then,” said Putbus. 
“ No,” replied the Chief. The common jail. Ten 
years’ penal a^irvitude. If he is brought before a court- 
^jaartial nothing will happen to him. But a Council of 
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Honoi^^ would certainly condemn him. ^3 I have been 
told byt ofccers.” • / a 

“.^ny '^ther news oh fu^itary m^ttcrat^? ” asked 

Putbus. ‘ * c 


“ Perhaps at the G’eneral Gtaff,” replied the Minister, 
“ but v^c knowr,nothing here. We only get such inforr 
rnation as can be obtained by dint of be'ggiiyr, and that 
is little enough.” v , , 

' ^patcr on” it was stated that the Govern'dierntof 
National Defcnd«- was thinking of contrtctinfif a new 
loan. Turning to me, the Minister said ; “ It may bo 
useful to call attention in the press to the danger 
investors run in lending money to this Government. It 
would 'be well to say that the loans made to the present 
Government might possibly not be recOgnis<‘‘d by that 
with which Ave concluded peace, and that we might oven 
make’ that one of the conditions of the peace. That 
should be sent fO the English and Belgian press in 
partifcular.” 

Lowinsohn menhoned to me in the evening that a 
Conservative oh high position, from whom he sometimes 
obtained information, Jiad said to him, that his firiends 
were^ ^nxioiis to knOw what the King was going to^suy 
to the deputation from the Reichstag.It was under¬ 
stood that he,was,not pleased at their coming, as only 
the fifs<3 Reichstag which would represent all Germany, 
and rmt the North German Reichstag, could tender,him 
the imperial crown. (Doubtless*’ the King is thinking 
less* of the Reichstag, which cannot proffer him the 
dmpefial dighity independently, but only in concert with 
the Princes in the name of the whole people, than of 
the Princes themselves, all of Avhom will not as yet have 
replied to the proposal of the King "of Bavaria.) 
Furthermore^ this Conservative of high position would^ 
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prefer to see lie King become Empcj ^ 

n§tTcr of tast^l) •Under the otlier arrangeraeiTt Prussia 
ivill be lo^ in G>ermany,'^frd tl*at arouses s«r%ple^n his^ 
cnind. Lciw^nsohn-also reported that the Crown Prince 
^ very indignant certain correspondents who com-* 
gared Chateaudtin to Pompeii, and drew lively j^ictures 
of*the devastation of the (?ountry owing to the war.* I 
suggesl^ed to ^Tj()winsohn ^hat he !?hou4d deal with the 
subject the new Frencii loan and that of “ Chaintor^ly 
and * Garibaldi’s car-clijipers ” in th** Indepenllance 
J^elge, with which he is conncftted. • He promised to do 
this to-morrow. 

An Article for the Kolnische "Zeitung on tlic new 
French loan was accordingly despatched in the follow¬ 
ing form :s • 

“Yet another loan! ^With wicked uncor^jern th*c 
gentlemen who now preside over the fortunes of Franco 
and who are plunging her deeper andTleejier into moral 
and material ruin, are also trying to exploit •foreign 
countries. This was to be anticipated for some time 
past, and *we are thereforo^not surprised at it. AVe 
would,•however, call the attention of the financial world 
trfiwthe very obvious daftgers a<wonipflnying the advan¬ 
tages which willjbe offered to .them! AVe will indicate 
them in a few words,*in order to niaka the,mattev clear. 
High interest and a low* rr^te of i.ssuc may bJi 'very 
tempting. But, on the other hand, the Government 
which makes this loaii* is recognised neither by the 
whole of France nor by a sin^e European Power. 
Moreover, it should be rt^membercxl that we have already 
stated pur intention^that measures would be taken to 
prevent the repayment of Certain loans.which French 
municipalities tried to raise for thf purposes of the war. 
We imagine tljat is ^ sufficient hint th^t the same 


ror of* Priests. fA 



49 P. o TH]^ R]$ICfSSTA (3 DSl^-mflON [^ec. 1^870 

- — ' e— > -:—^_ 

princitti'e^might be oapplied on a fargen scale. ° The 
Fr^ncK Gfe-SEernment whfeh concludes pe^^ with PrfT^ia 
and her aSli^s (and thjtb will^presuma^ly i^fc be the 
pr&^ent Government) "-will in all probability^ be bound, 
'among other conditions of peace, iiot to recognise a’s 
binding the ei^agements fol- payment of interest and 
redemption of loaijs made by MM. Gahibetta and Favi;^ 
The Government, referred to »wrll unquestionably have 
the fight to do this, as those gentlemen, altho]>gh it is 
true they speak^qn the name of Prance, have received 
no mission and no authority from the country. ' Peophi 
should therefore be on their guard.” 

Wollmann came up to me after 10 o’clock, find said 
that tile deputation from the Reichstag had arrived. 

“ Their chairman, Simson, was now with ,the Chief, who 
v^uld doubtless inform him of the King’s disinclination 
to receive them before all the Princes had sent letters 
declaring their approval. These letters would go first to 
the Kiqg of BaVaria, who would afterwards send them to 
our King. All the Princes had already telegraphed 
their approval—only Lippc still appeared to entertain 
scruples. Probably in con8ec|uence of this postponement 
it wiW be necessary,fof'a few members of the deputation 
toiaUill. • 

Saturday, December 17th. —pn, the course of the 
forenppn I wrote a second paragraph on the new French 
loan. 

fn the afternoon wrote another article on the Uver- 
increasing instances, of French officers breaking their 
parole and absconding from the places where they were 
interned, and returning to France to take service against 
us again. Over ffifty of these cases have occurred up do 
the present. They include officers of all ranks, and even 
three generals—namfely, Ducrot, Cumb:jiel, and BarraR 
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Afte^ tlie bat^e of* Sedan we could have* reriffe^d the 
arjjiy that wl^ aiiut up in th*at fortress kafmlesa .by 
destroyiil^ it. %Human?^» ho^^er* and Jalth ii^ their 
pledged wpfd induced us to forgo that measure. The* 
<?hpitulation was grrihted, ^d wenvere justified in con-* 
sidering that all the officer^ had agreed t^ its terjns ar^d 
^pre prepared tt5‘fulfil the concJitiona, which it impoaedr 
If thatr was hot the (fe.se'w’^e ought to have been informed, 
of the faftt. ’We should ^len have treatecT those eitcep- 
tiohS in an exccptionSl way, that is to i^y, not acct>rded 
t\y the dfficers in question tlfe same.treatment tSat was 
granted to the others. In other words, they would not 
have been allowed the liberty which they have now 
abused in such a disgraceful manner. It is tru^ that 
the great majqj’ity of the captive officers have Sopt 
their word, aijd one might therefore have dismissed tk5 
matter with a shrug of tte shoulders. But the affair 
assumes another asjject when the French Provisional 
Government approves this breach of their pledged word 
by reappointing such officers to the^egiments that are 
opposing u'S in the field. IIS-s there beeij a single case 
in whioji one of these deserters was refused readmission 
to ^he ranks of the French arm 34 ? Or have any Frepch 
office/s protested ^against the readmfesion of such com-. 
rades into their «o»ps ? It is, thprefojre, not the 
Government alone, but alsJo the officers of Franca, •who 
consider this disgraceful con'Suct to be correct. .The 
consequence, however, will be that the German Govern¬ 
ments will feel bound in duty to consider whether the 
alleviation of their imprisonment, hitherto accorded* to < 
French officers is consistent with the interests of Ger- 
many. And further, we musfr ask oursefve^ the question 
whether we shitll be justified in placing confidence in 
amy of the promijpes of the present French Government 
voii. I 3d 



4o» T^E CROWJ^ PfIJV(SE AlfD f^^'^CfMEARDMENT 
,--- — -^ 

when H wants to trejit with German^, wi^out i^atferial 
gu^ranteeij and pledges. " , "V> 

Wg weie joined lat clifiner IS^^ Herr Arnifn-Krochlen- 
dorff, a brothervin-law of the Chief, a g^tieman of 
^inergetic aspect, and' apparently a little over fifty. The 
Minister was iij very good hiSmour, but the conversation 
tjjis time was not particularly interesting. It chiefly 
turned upon the bombardment, and the attittide assumed 
towafds that question by a certain party at headquarters. 
Arnim related th^it when Grilvenitf spoke to the Crotvn 
Prince on the matter, the latter exclaimed : “ Impossibles 
nothing to be done ; it would be to no purpose,” and 
when Griivenitz ventured to argue the point, thcJ’Prince 
declared : “ Well, then, if you kn<3w better, do it I 
Bonfljard it yourself! ” To which Grltyenitz replied : 
“^jfour l^oyal Highness, I can only fire a jai de joie 
(ich^ketnn nur Victoria schiessen).” The Chief re¬ 
marked : “ That counds very equivocal.” The Crown 
Prince told me the same thing, viz., if I thought the 
bombardment woul^ be successful, I had better take 
over the cdmma.nd. I replied that I should li*ke to very 
much—for twenty-four hours, but not longer. He then 
added in French, doubtless on account’ of the servants : 

For I do not understand anything about it, although t 
believe I know as much as he does, for he has no gresit 
knowledge of these matters.” 

Sunday, 'December iSch .—At 2 o’clock the Chief 
drove off to the Prefecture for the purpose of introdfleing 
the deputation of the Reichstag to the King. The 


Princes residing in Vei^^ailles were in attendance upon his 
Majesty. After 2 o’clock the Fling, accompanied by the 
Heir Apparent and Princes Charles'and Adalbert, entered 
bh6 reception room where the other Princes,jjtho Chancellor 


of the Confederation, and the Generals gr^^uped themselvei 
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aroufialiiin. Amoi% those present ^^ere RidGrA^WDukes 
ofj^Jhden, Olcwnbjirg and Weinlar, the Duk^js of .Ooburg 
and Meirfi^jgen, 4iie three^sredft^ry Grand DlUres, Prince 
William o*^ Wiirtemberg and a nuAiber ©f other priilcblj^ 
personages. Simsoft deliv^ed hi» dddress to +he King/ 
who answered wery much‘in the sense ^hat had been 
anticipated. A* dinner «f eiglity, (jovers, which jv^ 
given at 5 o’clock, IftoughJ; the ceremony to a close. * 

On c«r way back from the park WollnSann tolA me 
that* the Chief hacf recently writt€^ to the *King 
requesting to be permitted fo .take .part in the councils 
of war. The answer, however, was that he had always 
been caWed to join in* councils of a.political nature, as in 
1866, that Q, similar course would also be followed in 
future, and^ th^t he ought to be satisfied with that. 
(This story is. probably not quite correct, for Wollmapn 
is incapable of being absolutely accurate.) 

Monday, December I'dth .—I agwifi wrote calling 
attention to the international revolution whic)^ ajirays 
its guerilla bands and heroes of th^ barricades against 
us. The article was to the following effect. Wi^e under¬ 
stood first that we were only fighting with France, and 
tj^ii^t was actually the ca^se up t^ ^dan. After the 4th 
of September anqther power rose up. against us, namely 
tile universal Republic, an international association of 
cosmopolitan enthusiasts 'who dream of the fTjiited 
States of Europe, &c. 

In the afternoon I ^ok a walk in the park, in the 
course of which I twice met the Chief driving with Sim¬ 
eon, the President of the^Reichstag. The Minister -was. 
invited to djne with the Crown Prince at 7 o’clock, but 
first joined our table Tor half *n hour, fie spoke of his 
drive with SimBon ; “ The last time-^he was here was 

1830.* I thought he would 
D TO 2 


dfter the July Revolution in 
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’’be intQ 5 el^;ed in tbe p^rk and the beafetifuKviews, bdt he 
showeif^ no ^gn of it. It would appear 6hat he haCS ^o 
feeling for landscape b^ahty. « ^'here ar^malny people of 
that“kind. So fsir as 'i am aware, there ar« no Jewish 
landscape *^painter8, indeed ito Jewish painters at all.*' 
Some one mentfcned the namfes of Meyerheim and Bende^ 
rnhpn. Yes,” the ^luef fepliedv “ Meyetheim; but Bendg- 
ihann had only Jeyvish-grandpai^eirts. ’'There Sre plenty of 
Jewish composers—Mendelssohn, Halevy—but painters ! 
It fs true that th^ Jew paints, but 'only when he ishfot 
obliged To earn his bread thereby.” ‘ ** 

Abeken alluded to the sermon which Rogge preached 
yesterday in the palace church, and said that 'he had 
made too much of the Reichstag deputation- He then 
add^ some slighting remarks about the Reichstag in 
gej^ieral. The Chief readied : “I am not at all of that 
opinion —not in the least. 'They have just voted us 
another hundred ss'illions, and in spite of their doctrin¬ 
aire cviejvs they have adopted the Versailles treaties, 
which must have cosj^ many of them a hard struggle. AVe 
ought to place that, at leasts to their credit.” “ 

Abeken then talked about the events at Ems«.which 
preceded the outbr«ak^'b:^ the war, and! related that pij 
one occasion, after ascertain despatch had been senT off, 
the King said, “ Well, he” (Bismaiieli) “ will be satisfied 
with now ! ” And Abeken added,, “ I believe you 
were.” “ Wfell,” replied thfe Chancellor, laughing, “you 
may easily be mistaken. That is to say I was quite 
satisfied with you. But not quite as much with our 
!^OBt Gracious, or rather not at all. He ought to have 
acted in a more dignified way—and more resolutely.” 
“ I remember,” he continued, “ how I received the news 
at Varzin. I had gone out, and on my return the first 
telegram had beeij delivered. As I |8tarted on mj* 
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journey I had to pass our, pastor*^ house ’ftus sow. 
Efe, was standing “at hi^^ate a lid saluted •coe. • I said 
nothings jmt nffode a thrust in thj air—th»^’ (as if h^ 
jyere making a thrust with a swordj. “ He understood 
me, and I drove on.” The Miriister then gave some 

•l • # C> ♦ 

j* 4 jarticulars of the^ wavering anc\ hesitation that went on 
up to a certain hicident, v^ich altei^ed the complexioh ^f 
things, and was foliowe^^’by the declamtion of war. “ I 
expected* to find another telegram in Berlin answering 
rnine, but it Itad not arriyed^ In the r»eantime J invited 
Moltke and Boon to dine with me that evening, and to 
talk over the situatign, which seemed to me to be grow¬ 
ing more and more unsatisfactdry. Whilst we were 
dining, another long telegram was brought in. * As I 
read it to them*—it must have been about two hundred 


words—they were both actually terrified, ancU Moltla^s 
whole being suddenly changed. He seemed to be quite 
old and infirm. It looked as if our IVfhst Gracious might 
knuckle under after all. I asked him (Moltke) if, as tilings 
stood, we might hope to be victorious. On his replying 
in the affirmative, I said, ‘ Wait a minut-g ! ’ and seating 
myself at a small^table I boiled c^wn those two hundred 
w«rd^ to about twenty, but v’ithout* otherwise aftgring 
or adding anything. It was Abeken’S telegram, yet some- 
tTiing different—slfbfber, more determined, less djibious. 
I then handed i# over to tlmm, and. asked^ ‘ Wdlf, how 
does,that do now?’ ‘Yes, they said, ‘it will do in 
that form.’ And Moltke immediately became quite 
young and fresh again. He had ^ot his war, his trade. 
And the thing really sucyjeeded. »The Frencffi were *fear* 
fully angry, at the condensed telegram as it appeared in 
the newspapers, and a couplfi of days later they declared 
war against UB.” , 

rhe conversation then wandered back to^ Pomerania, 
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and ifS am not mistaken tp Varzin, w!^)re the Chief 
had, he said, taken miich interest in a‘‘Piedmontese who 

A r • *, ^ o 

j^d remained behind ^ter the great French w^s. This 
man had raised Himself to a position of consequence, an^ 
although ‘originally a Catholic, had actually become a 
vestryman. iSie Minister mentioned other people wha»* 
lp.d' settled and yrbspered ih places "Where they had 
been accidentally left*behind. There were, also Ttaliaps 
tahen as prisoners of war to a district in Furtll^ Pome¬ 
rania,'’Pfhere the}' remained an,d founded fhmilies -vchose 
marked features still distinguish them from their 
neighbours. 

The Minister did hot return from the Crown T’rince’s 


^ until past ten o’clock, and we then heard that the Cro'wn 
Prince was coming to dine with us on tke following 
ewning. . 

Tuesday, December ‘lOth .—On the instructions of 
the Chief I wrote two articles for circulation in 
Gerihany. 

The first was ast follows ; “We have already found 
it necessary ort several occasions to correct a misunder¬ 
standing or an int^tional garbling of the “words 
addressed by King William to‘the French people or 
the 11th of August last. We are now "once more con¬ 
fronted with, the, same attempt t5 “falsify history, anS 
to oht Surprise in a public^ion by an otherwise respect¬ 
able cFrench historian. In a pamphlet entitled,, La 
France et la Prusse dcvant V^Furope, M. d’Hausson- 
■ville puts forward ail assertion which does little credit 
c to his love <5f truth, on let us say his scientific accuracy. 
The whole pamphlet is shallow and superficial.« It is 
full of exaggeaations and e'trors, and of assertions that 
have no more valSe |han mere baseless ‘rumours. Of 
the grosfr blunder^ of the writer, wl||o is obviously*’ 
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blind^ by flj^trio^c.p^sion, we wijl only m^tj»n that,’* 
aiwording to^him, Kii^ Wiltiam was on* Jha throne 
during .tl*e Ciimean W{j,f. ‘^^ut apart t|jis and ' 

^other mifiitakes, we have here only to deal with *hiB 
attempt to garble ^he pro#lamati«5n issued to the French 
^n August la8^, which, it inay^be observed, was written 
in French as well as in* German, »8« that a misu»d^- 
gtand^g would appe'S,^ to be out .of the question. 
Accojdftlg to M. d’Haussonville the Kin^ said : *1 am 
only waging w/ar against the Emper(it and not* at all 
against France.’ (./e ne J'aes la guerre qu'd 1’Emper- 
eur, et nullement cl la France^ As a matter of fact, 
however, the document in question says ; ‘ The German 
nation, which desired and still desires to live ih peace 
with France, having been attacked at sea and on* land* 
by the Emp@ror Napoleon, I have taken the^comma-tid* 
of the German armies for the purpose of repelling this 
aggression. Owing to the course taken by the military 
operations, I have been led to cross the French, frontier. 

I wage war against the soldier.*s ^nd not against the 
citizens of France.’ {UTEmpereur I^apoltfon ayant 
attaqfie 2 ^ar terre et par mer Iol nation allemande, qui 
^idsirait et desire cnccfi'e vivrg.en paix avec le peuple 
^ranfais, j’ai q^ris le cammandemtnt dcs amides alle~ 
mandes p>our rdqRi'tlssea' Vagression, ,et j^ai dtd^ amene 
par les evenemeiUs militairep cl 2 :)as^er les froniidres de 
la J^rance. Je fais la guerre aux soldats, et noji aux 
citoyens fran^ais.) The next sentence excludes all 
possibility of mistake as to the* meaning of the fore¬ 
going statejnent: ‘ T^^ey (the* French citizens)* will, 

accordingly contirme to enjoy complete security of , 
person and property so long as they ‘tli^jmselves do not 
deprive me (rf the right to accofd them my protection 
by acts of hos^ty agepnst the German troojw.’ {Ceux~ 
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ct contigi^roilt, par^^^ons^quent, d jotcir ^$ine compile 
sScurit^^ po%T leur persdhnes et leur hie^, aus^i ^ng- 
temps gu'ili> i^e me prive^'ont 'e^c-mS^mes^ par entre- 
prists nostiles cantre *les t^'oupes allemandes^du droit^ 
de leur ceccorder ma'- prote<PLion.') ‘ There is, in our 
opinion, a ver}^ obvious difference between d'Haussonj, 
ville’ s quotation aij,dtthe origKial proclamation, and no 
obscurity can possibly bo dis^(fVer^d in tSe latter t^ 
excuse a mistake.” •* ^ 

*The second jfem ran thus : “ The Deie^ation from 
the Government of NatiormTGcfence, which is at present 
in Bordeaux, has satisfied itsel/ that further resistance 
to the German forces • is useless, and it would, vffth thu^ 
approvtJ even of M. Gambetta,/oe prepared do conclude 
peaefe on the basis of the demands put J"orward by 
G^^pnany. It is understood, however, that General 
Trochu has decided to continue the war. The Delega¬ 
tion entered info»> an engagement from Tours with 
Genial T^'oehu not to negotiate for peace without his 
consent. According^ to other reports General Trochu 
has had pfovisions for several months stored in the 
fortress of Mont VaDrien, so that he may fall back* upon 
that position after Pans Jias had. to capitulate whhoJV 
sufficient force to exercise influence \ipoxi the fate of 
France after the conclusion of pease.® His object, it is 
believ£$., is to promote the Interests of the Orleans 
family, of which General T^chu is understood to be an 
adherent.” 


On my taking these paragraphs into the office to 
^l^ave ‘ them sent off, Keudell tpld me th^ Chief had 
agreed that henceforth all State papers re<jeive(J and 
despatched should be shown*to me if I asked for them. 

, The Crown Prince and his aide-de-oomp arrived 
shortly after six o’clock. The former had bn his shoulder ’ 
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stra^ tiae bm^ges of his pew^ military rsink a!^ field- 
ruiw^al^ He jrt the ^ad of^tj^e table, wi^the Chief 
on his right anA Abeken his Jleft. Affc^ th* fojip, 
the conversation first turned on the ^subject which I had 
tliis morning worked up*for thS press^ narnely, that* 
„^cording to a communication fipm Israelf the sesiretaiy 
ofi Laurier, who acts as ageht for the*Provisional Gov^rr^ 
ment ija Loijdon, Gfaml?h^ta no longer believed in the 
po88iby.it^ of successful resistance, and was disposed^to 
conclude peac^ on tlie ],»as^s of our d^nands. ^dOochu 
was the only member of the Gf)vcrn'ment whcj wished to 
continue the struggle^ but on his undertaking the defence 
af Pari * tlie others had bound themselves to act in 
eoncert with-him in this respect. 

The ChanceMor observed : “ He is understood to have 
had Mont Vai^rien provisioned for two months^ so tll?it 
he may fall back upon that position with the reg*ular 
troops when it becomes necessary to^surrender the city 
—probably in order to influence the conclusion of’peffce.” 
He then continued : “ Indeed, I beli*ve that !^rance will 
break up into several pieces—the country is already split 
up int(t parties. There are great^ift'erences of opinion 
l^fcween the diflferent districts. • Legitimists in Brithany, 
Red Republicans in the south, and IVToderate Republicans 
efsewhete, while thet regular army is still fevr the 
Emperor, or at least the majority of the officers a?eT It 
is possible that each section will follow its own convic¬ 
tions, one being RepubScan, another Bourbon, and a 
third Orleanist, according to the phrty that happens to 
have the most adherents, and then Napoleon’s people—' 
tetrarchies of Judea,.Galilee, &c.” 

The Crown Prince said It was behewed that Paris 
must have a subterranean commuiycatlon with the outer 
f^rorid. The Cl^ef thought so too, and ad<^ed : “ But 
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they ^Jinot get pfovi^ion^ in that wa;;^ although, of 

oourse; they can recciye new^ I have been^thinliing 
wjietter it might noy be 'possiWe to flotid the catacombs 
from the Seine/an4 thus inundate the lower .parts of the 
city, of cou^e the catacoiAbs go under the Seine.” 
o Tlvi Chief then said that if Paris could be takgj^ 
i,iow it would produce a good*'effect upcfn public opinion 
in Bavaria, wherfce the report^ were again unsatisfactory. 
Bray was not to be trusted, ha4 not the interests of 
Germany at healt, inclined,^to,the Ultranl’ontanes, had a 
Neapolitaia. wife, felt happiest in his memories of Vienna, 
where he lived for a long time, and seemed di^osed to 
tack about again. The King is, after all, the best of 
thepi all in the upper circles,” said the Chancellor, “ but 
he seems to be in bad health and eccentric^ and nobody 
kiiows what may yet happen.!’ “ Yes, indeed,” said the 
Crown Prince., “ How bright and handsome he was 
formerly—a little too slight, but otherwise the very 
ide^ of a young man. Now his complexion is yellow, 
and he loyks old. I was quite shocked when I saw him.” 
“ The last tMne I saw !feim,” said the Chancellor, 

“ was at his mothog’s at Nymphenburg, in* 1863, 
wiieh the Congress •‘of Prfnces was beings h»eki. 
Kven at that time he had a strange*look in his eyes. 

I remembes that, when dining,” he on one occasion 
draifn no w^no, and on another took eight or ten glasses 
—not at intervals, but hastily, one glass after anpther, 
at one draught, so that the servant scarcely liked to 
keep on filling his gfass.” 

The conver8ation‘ then tv.med on vthe Bavarian 
Prince Charles, who was said to be strongly anti- 
Prussian, but' too old and* feeble to be very dangerous 
to .-the cause of Geryian unity. Some ^ne remarked :? 
“ Natxire very little to do with him as it is.” “ That 



remade me old Count A^lei^org,” said the Minister, 
“•fltho \Mp,8 ajso mhstly ^^ificiah-^hair, teethf aalres, and 
one eye.-^^VTie# he wanted to* gel^up in th« mormn^^al^ 
^is best parts lay on chairs and ^ablds near the bed. 
You remember the newly-fcarried*man xx^th.e'Fliegende 
■uiUdtter who watched his bride take herself to pieces, lay 
hSr hajr on ‘toilet talxle, her tebth on the chimliey 
jaece, And other fragm«^ts elsewherts, and then ex- 
ciajijied,**'But wha^ remains for rao?’^’ Moreo'WJr, 
A^lerbgrg, he^went on tp s^y, was a terrible bp re, and 
it was owing to him that Counless Bismarck o.nce fainted 
at a diplomatic dinner where she was seated between 
him and Stieglitz. _ “ She always faints when she is ex¬ 
ceptionally bored, and for that reason I never t^o^her 
with me to* diplomatic dinners.” “ That is a pretty 
compliment for the diplomats,” observed the Cro^n 
Prince. , 

The Chief then related that one^evening, not long 
ago, the sentry on guard at the Crown Prifice’s 
quarters did not want to ^let hinP go in,, and only 
agreed to do so on his addressing him i:^ Pohsh. “ A 
few days ago I also tried to talk ^lish with the soldiers 
ia th<p hospital, and they brightetied up wonderfulfy. on 
hearing a gentfenian speak their mother tongue. It is a 
pity that my vocfibulary^ was exhausted. • It would, 
perhaps, be a good thing *their commapder-in-*chief 
coulcl^ speak to them.” “There you are, Bismarck, 
coming back to the old story,” said the Crown Prince, 
smiling. “ No, I don’t like Polish and I won’t learn it. 

I do not like ^he people.’^ “ But,'your Royal Highness,’ 
they are, after all, g«od soldiers and holiest fellows when 
they have been taught to wash themselves and not to 
pilfer.” The Crown Prince : “Yea, but when they cast 
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ofiF the soldier’s Itunic they are just what ^they were 
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beforef'a^ at bottofii they ^ire and still ,^main hostile 
to,us.”e The Chief: “^Xs to their hostility, t^at ofily 
applies to ‘the nobles ^ancT thgir labourOrs, ail^ all that 
class. A noble,'‘who has nothing himself, feeds a crowj^ 
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of people, servants of all soits, who also belong to the 
rqinor jriobility-j although, they act as his domestics, ovei>.- 
aeei-s, and clerks. - These stand by him ^hen he rises In 
rebellion, and al.so the Komori?j.Ks, or day Labourers. . • . 
Tl^ independent peasantry does not join them,“now^yer, 
even'wjien egged on by ^he, priests, who ai’e, always 
against us. We have seen that in Posen, when the 
Polish regiments had to be .removed merely because 
they were too cruel td their own fellow countrymen. . . . 

I rerdember at our place in Pomerania 'there was a 
market, attended, on one occasion, by a« number of 
Eiassubes) (Pomeranian Poles). A quarrel broke out 
bet'^een one of them and a German, who refused to sell 
him a cow because he was a Pole. The Kassube was 
mortally offended, and shouted out: ‘You say I’m a 
Polack. No, I’m jsst as much a Prussack as yourself ; ’ 
and then, as other Germans and Poles joined in, it soon 
developed into a beautiful free fight.”, 

,,The Chief theh added that the Great Elector .spoke 
PoHsh as well as German, and that liis successors also 
understood that. language. Frederick the Great was 
the fiist who did mot learn it, but then he also spoke 
better French than German. “ That may be,” said the 
Crown Prince, “ but I am not going to learn Polish. I 
do not like it. They must learn German.” With this 
* ‘remark the subject was allowed to drop. % 

At dessert the Crown Prince, after asking if he 
might smoke a pipe, pulled out a short one with a porce¬ 
lain bowl, on whicho an eagle was painted, while thq 
rest of us^lit our cigars. * 



diimer the Crown Princie and'thd^Minister ' 
reIjrCTi with tne Qpuncillor.s to fhe drawing-sogm, whfre 
tlTey too\; ^cflflfee. Late^on ‘wefe all §Ait fqf, and 
formally 'jfJresented to the future l5mpe»or by the Chief.* 
We had to wait fof about, a quarter of an hbur while"* 
the Chancellor was deep in Conversation \^th the^Crovgu 
Prince. His au^tfst gue3l» stoo5. in«tlie corner near ©ne 
of the C^indo^'s. The Chipf spoke to him in a low tone, 
with his tfiyes mostly cast*down, while the Crown PTii^ce 
listfefle^ with ? 4 ^serioilb and almost sullejf look. 

• Aft5r the presentatio*n I returmed to the bureau, 
where I read the diplomatic reports and drafts of the 
last fe\v»day3, amongst others the* draft of the King’s 
reply to the Reichstag deputation. This hacf been 
prepared by ^bpken, and greatly altered by the Chief. 
Then an instruction from the Minister to tln^ Forei^ 
Office to the effect that if the Provinzial Corresiyondenz 
should again contain a comraendathni of Gambetta’s 
energy or anything of that kind, every possible- means 
should be immediately employed ty prevent the pub¬ 
lication. Also a report froift Prince Reu^ to the effect 
that Gartschakoff had replied in a negative sense to a 
senj;imental communication of (J)^l5riae's, adding th^tt.all 
the Russian Cabinet could do for the French at present 
was to act as letter-aasrier in conveying thgir wishes to 
the Prussian Government.' 


At tea Hatzfeldt told me*'he had been trying ter de¬ 
cipher a Dutch report ff-om Van Zuylen, which had 
been brought out with Washbume’s mail, and had 
succeeded, though there were still a few doubtful pofnts. • 
He then showed it to me, and together we contrived to 
puzzle out some more of it. ♦ The despftteh seems to be 
based throughout on good information, and to give a 
fifcithful account ^f the situation. 
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Atflj.^^0 t’.M. suiaamoned to the Chief, who W^htfe the 
Mwiiteur mention Gambetta’s inclination to'^ior^go 
fnrthey resrisliance rfnd 'TrochtCa plan i^specjitig Mont 
V^drien. <• ' 

I 

" "Wednesday, Dec'emher 2\st .—At dinner the Chi^ 
spoke of his gi^at-grandfather, who, if I rightly under- 
ajoed him, fell at Czaslau. “ "Bhe old people at our plape 
often described him "to my father. He nas a mighty 
hputbr before the Lord, and a great toper. Once in \ 
single year he s’^ot 154 red deer, a feat, , which IPHhce 
Frederick Charles will scarcely emulate, although the 
Duke of Dessau might. I remember being told that when 
he was stationed at Gollnow, the officers messed “together, 
the Colonel presiding over the kitchen. , It was the 
cusfom there for five or six dragoons po march in and 
fiiKj a volley from their carbines at each ^toast. Alto¬ 
gether they had very curious customs. For instance, 
instead of a plank bed they had as a punishment a 
so-cHlled wooden donkey with sharp edges, upon which 
the men who had b^en guilty of any breach of discipline 
were obJ.iged ,-to sit, often for a couple of hours—a very 
painful punishment. On the birthday of the Colonel 
pf other officers, ^h6 soldiers always carried l^^s 


or 


donkey to the bridge and threw it intev river. But 
a new one wjj,s invariably provided. The Burgomasters 
wife ‘tbld my fathejr that it musi; have been renewed a 
hundred times. I have a portrait of this great-grand¬ 
father in Berlin. I am the vely image of him, that is 
to say, I was when I' was young—when I saw myself in 
the looking-glass.” ‘ ^ 

. The Min ister then related that it was owipg to a rela¬ 
tive of his, Finank:rath Kerl, that he was sent to Gottingen 
University. He %aa ^ponsigned to Profespor Hausmann, 
and was to study mineralogy. “They were thinkings 
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no dcruT^fcs of LeopoW. von ^feucli, an^ fanned it>»^^uld be 
me to go through tlfe wt)rld like him^ hammer in 

^*.1— Things, however, 

1 * 1 j I • -a 1“- 


finj ft»r _ , „ 

hand, chrogihg pieces oii^ the . #o^ks.» 

turned 01 ^ differently. If would •have.been better ‘ilf I* 
lAd been sent to Botin, wh(y:e I shemM have met country-v, 
men of my own.» At Gottingen I had no oifc from my own 
of the counj^ty, and s(i I mel; m^ie of my Uurverjify 
acquaiiltanceS again * 11111 ^^ I saw a. few of them in thft 
Reichstag*” 

•Abeken sa^l that after a brisk fir* from the* folts 
tilts mdrning there had b*ccrf a. sortie o? the Patis gar¬ 
rison, which was principally directed against the posi¬ 
tions occ*^picd by the'Guards. It \yas, however, scarcely 
more than an artillery engagement, as the attack wasinown 
beforehand and jireparatioiis had been made to meet it. 
Hatzfeldt saiS. he should like to know how they were able 
to discover that a sortie Vas going to take jnace. • It 
was suggested that in the open cousitry movements of 
transport and guns could 4iot escape detection, as l 5 J.rge 
masses of troops could not lie concentrated on the jioint 
of attack in* one night. “ Tliat was quite truet” observed 
the Chi^f, with a laugh ; “ but often a hundred louis- 
d’ors also form 5.n in^fiortant^ ^^rt. of this military 


presciSnee.” . ^ 

• After dinner I ri^ad drafts and despatches, from which 
I ascertained, amongst other things, that as early the 
Ist of September, Prussia hackinti mated in Sf. Petersburg 
that ?he would put no difficulties in the way of such 
action in the matter of the Black* Sea as has now been 
taken. 

Later on "I arranged’ that Ldwinsohn should deal 
with the Gambetta-'i^ochu question in the Ind^pendance 
Beige. Also iijformed him that Delbriick would be here 
sgain cm the 28t|i inst. 
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Th^7%da7j^, j^ecei^her , '2,'2,nd. —Tktis time thr^re^ .were 
no strangers at dinnQi. The Chiefs wfis in excellent 
spirits, buVXhe conversation w£t of no special irnportance. 

^ ‘ .^^eference >vas rLiade to yesterday^s sortie, and the 

Chief rerearked : “ The French came out yesterday with 
three divisions* and we had only fifteen-companies, not 
eve^i four battalions,^and yet we made- iiearly a thousand 
prisoners. The Parisians with^,their attacks, now here 
and now theie, remind me of a French dancijjg master 
cohdricting a quadrille. ' 


“ Ma comm^ro; quand je danse 
Mon cotillon, va-t-il bien '( 

II va de ci, il va ue lii, 

Commo* la queue do notie chat.’ 


(Later on the Chief remarked : “ Our august master 
' i@ not at all pleased at the idea of Antonelli at length 
deciding fo come here. He is uneasy about it. I am 
not.’' Abeken s^id : “The newspapers express very 
diffi^jTcnt opinions about Antonelli. At one time 
he is described as a man of great intelligence and 
acumen ; then again as a. sly intriguer, and shortly 
afterwards as* a stupid fellow and a blockhead.” The 
Chiei" replied: “It iS-not in tl^e press alone that you 
me4t with such contradictions. It is the same with 
many diplomats. Goltz and our Harry (von Arnim). 
We W^dl leave Goltz out of the question—that was 
different. But Harry—to-day this way and to-morrow 
that } When I used to read a. number of his reports 
together at V arzin, I J'ound his opinion of people change 
entirely a qouple of t^mes every week, according as he 
had met with a friendly or unii-iendly reception. As a 
matter of fact, he sent different opinions by evei^ post, 
and often by tlre-jHame post.” 

Afterwards read Reports from Ronlie, London, an<h 
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ConStanxlnopMi, and the repljes'sent tp them. ilcCbrding 

tOfcMjniini^s despatch. Monsignor ^ranchi infojm^d him 
that the Kope apd AntonSjl wishe^ to send*{^mission^to^ 
Versailles tko congratulate the King jon liis accession to 
the imperial dignity, and alt the same timg to induce the' 
h]jench clergy to ^promote tiie liJjeration of the C 4 )unti;y 
from Gambelda, "and the negotiation* of peace with u^ o^ 
tl^e basis of a cession ol^^erritory. * Irr certain circum¬ 
stance^ Afitonelli himself would undertake the ta^.^in 
which the Archbishop of 'J’oiys had failcscl, of seci^ring an 
acceptable peace. In reply to this cdmmunication Arnim 
was informed that it jvas still uncertain whether Bavaria 
would agree to the scheme of Empdror and Empire. Wo 
should, nevertheless, carry it through. But, in that 
case, its chief *eupport having been found in public 
opinion, the (tnainly Ultri^montane) elements oif resiarf- 
ance would be in still more marked opjposition to'the 
new Germany. Bernstorff reports tltat the former Im¬ 
perial Minister, Duvernois, had called upon hincT at 
Eugenie’s instance and suggested accession of territory 
to us equal in extent to tha^ acquired by lihe Empire in 
Nice afld Savoy. .The Empress ^shed to issue a pro- 
clatna^ion. Persigny whs of a*differ^nt opinion, :1s, he 
considered the- Esnpress to be impossible. Bonnechose, 
the Archbishop of hToften, expressed a similar opimon to 
Manteuffel. The reply^sent to Bernstorff ^was tn^ we 
coulc^not negotiate with the Empress (who, moreover, 
does not appear to be reliable or politically capable), 
unless Persigny was in agreemenf with her, and that 
Duvernois’ overture waft unpracfical. Aall Pasha is- 
prepared to. agree tg, the abolition of the neutrality of 
the Black Sea, but demand^ in compensation the full 
sovereignty of* tKe Porte over th^ Bosphorus and the 
‘ This was telegraphed by us to^St. Peters- 


Dardanelles. 
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burg, thbre a^seea to ; wnereupon ^ruixKCw* (th 
Russia^ j^niba^sador iu, ^lOuUon) received the 2ie(3CSsg,r 
instTUctioiai in the taat^dh • ^ "* 

f'riday, December 2Srct .—It was m'Gnvoned at 
"dinner that Genefab von Voigts-dlietz was outside 
Todrs, the inh^Ditants having offered so inuch resistance 
that it was founel necessary 'to shell ' the town. 

Ghief added, “He ought nph-to 'have stopped firing 
whetl they hOisted the white flag. I would have con 
tinned to shell th<3iu until they sent out four hutidrec 
hostages.” He again ccndemned the leniency of the 
officers towarels civilians who offer resistance. Ever 


notorious treachery was scarcely punisheel as''It oughi 
to be,' and so the French imagineel that they could dc 
what they liked against us. “ Here is, for izistance, thic 
©olonel Krohn,” he continued. “ He first has a lawyc" 
tried for aiding and abetting franctireurs, anel then 
when he sees him -condemned, he sends in fii’st one anc 
then another petition for meicy, instead of letting th< 
man be shot, and finally despatches the wife to me witl 
a safe condm^t. Yet he is'generally supposed to be ar 
energetic officer and a strict disciplinarian, but he car 
hardly be quite right'in, ,his hear’.” ^ ^ 

From the discussion of this foplish leniency tht 
conversation turned on General von Unger, Chiefs 
the Sfaff to the 7th Army Corps, who had gone out o 
his ,mind, and had to be ^sent 'home. He is, it seems 
gp.np.rfl.11y moody and silent, but occasionally breafe ou 
into loud weeping. “ Yes,” sighed the Chief, “ officers ir 
. that position are terribly harassed. Constantly at work 
always responsible, and yet unable to get things done 
and hampered b'y intriguer Almost as bad as a Minister 
I know that sort'K)f crying myself. It is over oxcitemen: 
of the nerves, hysterical weeping. I*, too, had it » 

ti 
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NikokBlifg, badly. A 15linist,cr # just-ft^ badly 

^ treated—all ^rts^ of worries—fnccssant plague of 
rmSges. Other tbiiig-s Ci« ,be. fc(9rue, but o%} must‘be 
properly‘^'eatedf I cannftt cndutc shabby treafn>eftt.* 
I# I were not treated with courtesy, •! should be inclined, 
to throw my -.riband of 4,hc Black Bugle into »the 
difstbin.” 

The Vers*illes Moniti^vr having been mentioned, thft 
Chief ob^gfvccl ; “ Last wfrek they pul)lishcd a novtl by 
lleysc,* the .scene cd‘ which is laid iik Meran. .Sifch 
sefitimeftital twaddle is t^uitt; ,out yf place in paper 
published at the cost of the King, which after all this 
■ one is. Jfhe Versailles people do pot want that either. 
They look for political news and military intcliigenco 
from France, from England, or, if you like, from Itoly, 
but not such namby-pamby trash. 1 have also a touch 
of poetry in my nattire, bht the first few sciAence^ of 
that stuff were enough for me.” «Abeken, at whose 
instance the novel was'^>ublishcd, stood up ^for.thc 
editor, and said the story had been taken from the 
itevue des' Deux Mondes,*-x\\ admitted^ ♦ high-class 
periodical. The Chief, however, stuck to his own 
opmion. SomcbcTdy reyiar-ked^t}R.t Jhe Momteur^ was 
now \^ritten in better French. “ It may be,” said *the 
Minister, “ but that,i% a minor j^oint. However, we are 
Germans, and as such we u.lways ask ourserves, c#-<iii in 
tlie most exalted regiomj, if-we please ouf neighbours 
and if what we do is to jfcheir satisfaction. If they do 
not understand, let them learn German. It is a matter 
of indifference whether a proclanjation is wyritten in a, 
good French *style or not, so long as it is otherwise 
adequate and intelli^ble. ISXorcover, we cannot expect 
to be masters of a foreign language. A person who has 
cply used it occasionally for some*two and a half years 

E *E 2 
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cannot'^ossibly exp^ress himself ns well as^ onc^ho ha 
used it'foff fifty-four ygars.” Steinmctz’s proclamatii!^ 
then (Tecefved some ^irohicril praise, n^ .^ouple c 

extraordinary expressions were quoted from if*. Lehr 
’dorff said*’; “ It was n6t first-slass French, but it was, z 
apy rpte, intelligible.”,, The Chief: “Yes, it is the 
business to understafid it. If they cannot, let them fin 
some one to translate it for them.' Those people wh 
fapc^ themselves merely because they sj^j^hk ^oo 
French are of nb use to us. But that is our misfortun* 
Whoever cannot speak decent German is a made mai 

especially if he can murder English. Old - ( 

understood : MeyendorfF) once said to me ; ‘ EfJn’t tru: 
any Ehglishman who speaks French with a correc 
accent.’ I have generally found that true. But 
itrust make an exception in favour of Odo Russell.” 

Yhe name of Napoleon III. then came up. T1 
Chief regarded hilii as a man of limited intelligenc 
“ He is-much more good-natiffed and much less acu 
than is usually bepeved.” “ Why,” interrupted I^eh 
dorff, “ that is just what sdfne one .said of Napoleon I 
‘ a good hone.st fellow, but a fool.’/’ “But seriously 
copthiued the Chief, “ whatever one may think of tl 
coup d'Hat he is feally good-natured,' sensitive, evt 
sentirnental, while his intellect is'i/ot brilliant and B 
knowledge limited- He is “a specially poor hand 
geography, although he wa§ educated in Germany, ev( 
going to school there,—and lie entertains all softs 
visionary ideas. In July last he spent three days shill 
•shaflying without beifig able to come to decision, ai 
even now he does not know what he wants. ^ Peop 
would not baUeve me whtrn I told them so a long tir 
ago. Already SB 18 ^ 4—55 I told the^King, Napole* 
has no notion of what ^ are. When I became Minist 

C' 
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I had vconversation wit£ him ii^ Pa^s.* B? Jjelieved* 

there'^vould c^rtajxily be a rising in* Berlin before long 
and a reVoliftiou all oveiMfche cmJhtrj, and ir^ plebiscit 
the Kin^w®ul(!ftiave the fv^hole pbople, again at him.* 
tt)ld him tten that t)ur pet^le do* not throw .up barri» 
cades, and tha^ revolutions'in Prussia ar<f only made by 
tlte Kings. If the King 4 ;ould*only bear the strain, for 
three or foui*years he Wy^uld carry, his point. Of cour^ 
tRe alien^ion of public Sympathy was unpleasant and 
inooti'/enient. But nf the King did noA grow tir^ and 
leJlve nfe in the lurch I %hohld not; fail. - If aif appeal 
were made to the population, and a plebiscite were taken, 
nine-ten^s of them Vould vote foi; the King. At that 
time the Emperor said of me : ‘ Ge n’est u7iJiomme 
s^Heux.’ Of course I did not remind him of that irr the 


weaver’s house alt Donchery.” , 

Somebody then mentioned that letters *to F 4 avre 
began “Monsieur Ic Ministre,” wjjerenipon the Chief 
said : “ The next time'^ write to him I shall lipgin 
Hochwohlgeho7'ne7' Heri'! ” This led to a Byzantine dis¬ 
cussion of titles and forms q£ address, Excelhcnz^ Hoch- 
ivohlge]j07'en, and Wolilgehoren. The Chancellor enter¬ 
tained decidedly *anti-Pyzant^e^ views. “ All , that 
should be dropped,” he said. “ I do not use those expres¬ 
sions^ any longer in private letters, and officially I address 
councillors down to the third class as itochwohlgeSo^enG 
Abeken, a Byzantine of -the purest water, declared 
that tliplomats had already resented the occasional 
omission of portions of their titles, .and that only coun¬ 
cillors of the second class were entitled to liochwohlge-^ 
boren. “ Well,” said the*Chief, “ I want to see all that 
kind of* thing done^way wit^as far as we are concerned. 
In that way waste an ocean of inb»in the course of 
the year, and thi taxpayer has -good reason to complain 
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of extravagance. J^'am qnite satisfied too be'Addressee 
sii^iply^aa-‘ Minister P:^esident Count von Bismarck.* 
S(itur<iay, December ‘2,4.thf^ —Bucbeirctold qS at luncl 
he had heard frbm Berlin that the Queen and> the Crowr 
Princess had become Very uiipojjular, owing to their in 
terveniion on itehalf of Paris ; and that the Princ§fjs 
jn ‘the course of a >vOn versatioS. with Pis thus, struck the 
table and exclaimed : “For alF that, Paris shalb not be 
bqtmbardetl ! ” * ‘ 

Wqare joinjd at dinner by Lieutenant-Colonel von 
Beckedorff, an old and intimate friend of the Chief, who 
said to him : “ If I had been an officer—I wish I were 
—I should now haVe an army and we shoulel not be 
here outside Paris.” He proceeded to give reasons for 
believing that it was a mistake to have waited and 
invested a Paris. With regard to the operations of the 
laslT few weeks, he criticised the advance of the army so 
far to the north knd south-west and the intention of 
ad^'ancing still further. “ If it should become necessary 
to retire from Koiasn and Tours, the French will think 
they have bo^'ten us. It is,an unpractical course to march 
on every place whe];e a mob has been collectdld. We 
ought to remain Vfithin 'a certain line. It may bp urged 
that in that case the French would b«> able to carry on 
their, organisatien beyond that line. But they will 
always be able to do that even« if we advance, and we 
may be obliged ultimately to follow them fjo the 
Pyrenees and the Mediterranean.” “ When we were 
st^l at Mayence, I thought that the best plan would be 
for us to thke what we wanted to keep aE.d occupy some 
five other departments as a pledge.- for the payment of 
the cost of the war, an<P then let the French try to 
drive us out of our positions.” ^ ' 

A further discussion of the conduct of the war t 
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folloWe<i|* in ^ne course oi \imich jthe ^bief Jfejtiarked r, 

“ JVitii viB it occagionally hApp^s tRat it is not so much 
the gendlr^# who begin ‘^nd dirSct the couiiip* of baftles 
as the iroops ^hemselveS. Just* as jt was wTtk •the 
Crreeks and TrojarTs. A ^couple .of men jeer at each 
other and come to blows? lances are flourished, others 
r^sh in with tljferr spears, and* so J^t^ finally cor&es jt5 a 
^itche'd battle. First ^he outposts fire without ail^ 
necessity, then if all goe# well others press^Jorward after 
thbfti ; at the start a non-commissi^ed offices c?>m- 
rnands'a batch of men, theif a. lieutenant advances with 
more men, after him comes the regiment, and finally the 
general onust follow with all thQ troops that are left. 
It was in that way that the battle of Spicherea began, 
and also that ^of Gravelotte, which properly speaking* 
should not l^ave taken place until the 19th. It was' 
diflTerent at Vionville. There our people ha<J to spring 
at the French like bulldogs and hold tlfem fast. At St. 
Privat the Guards macfe-^a foolish attack merejy qjat of 
professional jealousy of the Saxor^, and then when it 
failed thr^ the blame on 4he Saxon troops, who could 
not have come a minute sooner with the long march they 
had to make,* and jvho aftgi;;^rcls rescued theija with 
woncferful gaUai^try.” 

• Xater on I was'^ummoned to sec the Chief. Various 
articles are to be writterf on the barbarous mafmer in 
which the French arfi conducting the '^ar—and not 
merely the franctireurs,^but also the regulars, who are 
almost daily guilty of breaches of* the Geneva Conven¬ 
tion. The French appear only to know, and appeal to, 
those clauses that are advantageous to themselves. In 
this connection should be mentioned the^ firing at flags 
of truce, the, ill-treatment and plundering of doctors 
and hospital bearers and attendants, the murder of 
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woundedo^ol<ii^!?fe, the mi8u86 of thp Geneva Gross by 
franctireurs, the employment bf explosive bullets, and 
the treatrhgpt of Germa^i shi^s and crews by Freribh 
^jrvi^ers in oifeach of the law cf nations.'' The"'conclusion 
to be as follows :—I’hj? present French Government is 
greatly to blart^ for all this. ,*It has instigated a popular 
war and can £io longer" checlj; the passions it has Vet 
U> 08 e, which disregard international law^and the rules of 
war. ^ They ^ire responsible for all the severity' whi<5h 
wePare obliged ^o employ against our own incliiaations 
and contrary ,to bur nature and habits, as" shown in the 
conduct of the Schleswig and Austrian campaigns. 

At 10 p.M. the Chief received the first claps of the 
Iron C^ss. 

Af tea Hatzfeldt informs me that he is instructed to 
collect all the particulars published by the newspapers 
respecting the cruelties of the* French, ancf asks whether 
I would not pnefer^to undertake that task. After I 
promised to do so, he contini^^'d ; “ Moreover, I believe 
the Chfet only sent for me in order to tell me his 
opinion of the new decoratiqn-” He said to Hatzfeldt; “I 
have already enough of these gewgaws, and here is the 
good King sending^mw,the first class of the Iron Cross. 
I shall be thoroughly ridiculous with it, and look as^ if 
I had won a great battle. If I cou]d at least send my 
son thij second cldss which I no longer want I ” 

Sunday^ ^Deceifltiber ^6th .—Cardinal Bonnechose of 
Rouen is said to be coming here. He and Perdgny 
want to convoke the ^Id Legislative Assembly, and still 
mor^ the Senate, which composed of calmer and riper 
‘ elements, in order to discuss the question of peace. The 
Chie^ is believed, to have ^piade representations 'to the 
King respectirfg J^e expediency, on political grounds, of 
greater concentration in the military opbirationa. 
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We no gue*ts at dinner, qjed conversation 
w^, f*r the i^ost j)art, not Wort4i^ rei^eating.^ Th^ follow¬ 
ing mayjhowever, be n*t«d. . ‘Abeken sai^he had bb 
served t^at i keeping a ver^ complete diary,, fiftid* 

Dbhlen added in hfe own lively afcjde : “ Yes, .he writea 
down : ‘ At 45 «iinute3 pasfr 3 o’clock Coufit or BarorpSo- 
a^d-so said this^or that,’ aus if Tie jvere going to s'^ear 

to it at some'future# time,” Abeken said ; “That witt 
• • • . * 

one day,be matesial for Ifistory. If one c«pld only live 

to read it ! ” I replied that it would jgertainly ftirmsh 
mhteriffl for history, andVei^ J^rustjvorthymatefial, but 
not for tliirty years to come. The Chief smiled and 
said : “ Yes, and the reference will then be : ‘ Conferas 
Buschii, cap. 3, p. ‘20.’ ” • 

After dinner I read State documents and aftcer- 
tained from them that an extension of the German 
frontier towards the west * was first officially submitted 
to the King, at Horny, on the 14th»of August. It was 
only on the 2nd Septemtre-r that the Baden Govern^pent 
sent in a memorial in the same sense. 

Mondary, December 26ii.—Wafeersee dined with 
us. TJae conversation was almost entirely on military 
subjects. With i^especli ^:fflrther conduct <if the 

war, fhe Chief said that the wisest course would Ke to 

. • # 

concentrate our fojjc^ in ALsace-Lorraine, the depart¬ 
ment of the Meuse, and tinother neighbouring flgpart- 
ment, which would amt)unt to a strip of territory with 
about 2,600,000 inhabitants. If one took in a few other 
departments in addition, without Paris, it would amount 
to about seven millions, or with Paris to. about*ning 
million inhabitants. In*any case the operations should 
be limited to a smaTTler area ihan that occupied by our 
armies at present. ^ 

People’s ability to carry li<juor was then discussed. 
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^ and the. Chief ohs^ved ; “ Eormelrly <^ink<^di(l not 
affect me in*the least. ♦^‘^hen I think of my p^rfoHpp.- 
anpes iji th^Uline ! The*strdng wines, partieaJhrly Bur- 
gun(iy 1 ” The * conversation afterwards Wiled for a 

that 
He 

p 

‘ in- 

stance, one after 'the other—T which amounts t<;» sev^n 
hojirs time.”' He could only feel an interesfii^, cards 
when'];^ayin^' frr high stc^kes, and then it was not 
a proper thing for the fattier of a family. 

This subject had been introduced by a remark of the 
Chief’s that somebody was a “ RiemcbenstecEer.” He" 


while on card-jilaying* and'^the Minister remarked 
ho had^lso do»e a good deal in that wa^'formerly, 
^d* once played twtnty-one ‘rubbers* h whist, fc 


asked ft we understood what the word meant, and then 
proceeded to explain it. “ Riemchenst^ehen ” is an old 
Soldiers’ game, and] a “ Riemqhenstecher ”• is not exactly 
a scamp, but rather a sly, sharp fellow. The Minister 
then related how he" had seen a Mher do bis own son at 
cards out of a sum of twelve tliousand thalers. “ I saw 
him cheat, and made a sign to the son, who understood 
me. He lost, the game aijcl paid, although it cost him 
two years’ income, ^^t he never played again.”' 

J\Jfter dinner wfote aitother article on the bai;baEty 
with which the French wage war, and«cut out for the 
Kin g ^n article from the Staalsb'ikrgerzeitung, recom¬ 
mending a l^ss considerate treatment of the enemy. 
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FIRST WEEK OF tH/, BOMBARDMENT 

On Tue^lay, tlie 2 * 7 th of December, the long-wished- 
for bombardment, of Paris at length began, conmiencing 
on the east •side. As the following particulars shoyr, we, 
at first knew ilothing of it, and afterwards also it was, 
only for a feV days that.the firing gave an •impression 
of being particularly violent. We vej-y soon grew ac¬ 
customed to it,* and it^ever entirely diverted our at¬ 
tention even from trifies, nor caused any* lengthy 
interruptipn of our work_^or of t#ic fiow ,of thought. 
The French forts had been prepared for 4 t.. The diary 
may now resuma its narrative. 

From early mornibg on Tuesday until far int© the.* 
^ay there wa.s' A heavy fall of snow and rather severe 
colfl. In the mormng ,Theis8, whcp series Al^ken as 
well as myself, and w^o seems to considey that efur old 
Geljpimrath is a Catholjp, told me ;-—“ He always reads 
his prayers in the morning. I believe it is Latin. He 
speaks very loud, so that he can sometimes be heard in 
the antechamber. Prebably it’s a mass.*’ He th(!n 
added that Abekoti supposed the heavy firing that was 
heard from 7 a.m. was the comi^ncement of the 
bombardmeift.* • 

Wrote several letters to Berlin with instructions as 
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/to arti^l&. r^?a,y to be° sharply artacke^ by our 
ifewspapers. ^ After" 12^^^clock I telegraph to Lorwlon^on 
the* instrucjdons of the '^’Ghief tliat the bombardlment 'of 
'th6 outer fortifications began this ^movnirtg. Our 
artillery diaa comMenced • with an ‘ attack upon MolSt 
Avron, a redoubt near Bond-y, and it appears that the 
Sax,ons‘diad the honqur to firectlie first shot. 

The Minister^ remained in J^ed .the whole day, not 
because he \¥Vi,3 particularly unwell, but, as h^.told me, 
to maintain an . equable warmth. He was also absent 
from difincr, at which we, w'ere" joined by Count Solnt's. 
The only point of note in the conversation was Abeken’s 
mention of a very pretty poem in the Kladdo*»ridatsch, 
on the Duke of Coburg—probably a panegyric. 

The Bonapartists seem to have become very active, 

= and to entertain great plans. According to Bernstorff’a 
despatches Persigny and Palikao intend to get us to 
grant neutrality to Afrleans, and to convoke there the 
Corps LCgislatif to decide wk&fcher the country is to 
have a republic or a monarchy, and if the latter which 
dynasty is to reign. It is^interided, however, to wait 
for a while, until greater' discouragement shall have 
made,,the people .mdte ^accomrpodating. Bonnechq|e 
prop'bses to attempt a negotiation for peace between 
Germany and France. This prejate was formerjy a 
lawyqr,^and only entered holy orders subsequently. He 
is considered" to be intelligent, is connected with the 
Jesuits, and although in politics^ he is really a LegitlJnist 
he has a high opinion.of Eugenie because of her piety. 

was an ardent supporter of the doctrine of infalli¬ 
bility,, and expects to be elected Pojie, wliich position 
he has indeed some prospo^jt of attaining. The "Arch¬ 
bishop told Profiassor Wagener, who had been sent to 
see him by ManteufieP respecting the hospital arrange- 
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ments, tSat coiHd injiuce Trocku, with wtio®i he is ' 

^j^uaRited, to suwender PaVis i^I^case we (jjd.nat insist 
upon a territd^. ^Phe A'rchbisljd^ suggested 

that instep* of a cession of territory \\*e might deiiianct 
the return of Nice and Savo^ to Victor Emmanuel, and 
then oblige the latter to restore their territories^ to’ the 
Pope and to thew’Sovereigfts <jf Tusotuiy and Naples.* In 
tj^at way w^ shoutd wy^ renown as the protectors of 
order,^a»d the restorers (hi" justice in Euroj?e. A sttrayge 
id5a* indeed ! 

The. Chief has given directions to adop't the severest 
measures against Noquel^ le Roi, where a surprise by 
franctireoh’s was assisted by the inhabitants. He has 
also, rejected, the appeal of the mayor and murrhiipality 
of Chatillon_tg be relieved from a contribution *of a 
million franca imposed u;^on the town as a penalty /or 
similar conduct. In both cases he was guided by the 
principle that the population must'4)0 made to suffer by 
the war in order to rencTer them more disposed to peace. 

At 11 P.M. called to the Chief, ^dio gave me several 
newspaper* articles from Berlin “for tlj^ * collection ” 
(of ex*imples of French barbarit^in the conduct of the 
■^gr which I have begun unde* his iflstructions), am well 
as two other Q.rti^les that are to be Sent to the King. 

• iVednesday, Dec^mher 2Sth. —Siy^wfall and moder¬ 
ately cold. The Chie/ again, kept fo his room Id-day. 
He handed me a letter in French, dated the,25th 
instfoit, which he had received from “ (Jne Ambricaine.” 
I am to make what use I like of it.* It runs as follows :— 

“Graf vop BismarcK Jouisstez autant que po^ible^ 
Herr Graf,,du climat frais de Versailles, car, un • jour, 
vous aurez ^ supporter de^ ch41eur^ ipfemales pour 
tous les malhdufs que vous avez caus<J^^ la France et ^ 
I’AHemagne.” That is all! 
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. His Eapell^^ Herr Delbriick ^^gai^^ lunches „with 
tw. He is convineecl tly>J} tb^ Second Bava^iai^Chamber 
wilt ultim'k^ly approve otlie ^I’sailles trcfitier, just^a^ 
the liTorth G&m^n Diet did, orespectin^-whd^fe decision 
he had been really leneasy for some days. » 

Thursday, oDecember y.^th .—The .Minister still 
remains' in bed, but works there, and , does not seem to 
be particularly unwell. ^ ^ 

Ip the afternoon I translv\ted for the King Graii- 
villfe’s despatch to Ijoftus respecting Bismarck’s cirerijar 
on the.oLuxejnbhrg affair. *' Aifterwards ^studied docu¬ 
ments. In the middle of October the Chief received 
a memorial from Coburg with jjroposals as^J^o a re¬ 
organisation of Germany. These also included the 
restQration of the imperial dignity, and finally the 
substitution for the Bundesrath of a FtidiJl’al Ministry, 
and the creation of a Reichsrath to consist of represen¬ 
tatives of the ..Governments and delegates from the 
Diets. The Chief replied to .fikis memorial that some 
of the ideas brought forw^ard were already for some 
time past in proces^s of realjjsation. He could not agree 
to the projiosals as to Federal Ministry and the - 
Reichsrath, as he conal lered them caleulated to fiamper 
the mew organisation, and, if necessary, he would cpedl'y 
declare against them. It is reported fioin Brussels th^t 
the Kijig of the Belgians is well disposed towards us, 
but lias no means Of controlling the anti-German press 
of tho country. The Grand fiuke of Hesse has stated 
that Alsace and Lorraine must become Prussian 
provinces. Dalwigk (his Minister), who is as opposed 
• L:> us as ever, wishes to see the territory to be ceded by 
France incorporated with Baden. 'The Grand ‘Duchy 
would then ce^g the district near Heidelberg and 
Mannheim to Bavai-ia,whose conneiifion with. the.. 
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Palatinate on ftetjt banK op t^c Rhitft ivotJS he thus* 
re-establi^ieclP In Rome tjic li^>e wishes to undertake 
^ ‘^fnediation • between t|»yrseWes 4ind Fri^nce. The 
expressionwas objected »to Arnim*a8in« 
appropriate. 

The following particulars rejating io the King of 

BftvETria are contained in,a rejfort from Munich*; “ His 

kingdom is saot of^ this world. It has been further 

observ(?c^ tha't Major Saiier has no longer *xny infliience 

upois him, while that of Privy Councillor Eisenhfy:t has 

int;reased, as indeed alsc/ tliAt of Coun^ Ilolnstcin. He 
• . . . * • 

is not coming to Versailles, in the first place becau.se he 

would be-_9bliged to Kde, which he can no longer do with 
comfort, and in the next place because he does pot like 
to play secohd fiddle. All that Bray thinks of ie to 
keep his own 'jJosition in Vienna warm, if only for th,e 
sake of his livelihood.” iiutz is “the tStefd^rte iiptlie 
Ministry, and is very ambitious.” lii-inces Karl and 

Ludwig are .stfongly '»anti-Prussian. The Nuimio’s 
secretary exercises a great influence with his chief.— 
Read a letter from King Lojj^is to our Crowi> Prince. It 
was written at the commeifcement of tlm war. The 
handwriting is coarse ^and u"lx^fe,nd the lines a^e not 
straight. It expresses a hope that .the independendfe of 
Bavafia will be respi^cted. Otherwise the tone of the 
epistle is soundly patriotic. * » ^ 

In the evening I lianded Bucher, as nmtcrial ^r an 
article, all the new8paper»report3 I have collected oh the 
barbarous conduct of the war by the French, contrary to 
the law of nations. 

At 10 o’^ock I wa% called to the Chief, who was 
lying before the ftre on th^ sofa, wrapt in a blanket. 
He said: “Well, we’ve got him!'‘Whom, your 
.Excellency ? ” ^ Mont Avron.’i He then showed me a 
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letter fijonS Cdunt Waldfirsee, reijortiffg that tly^E redoubt 
was occupied by the trdops Cf the 12 th Army Coi^s t^g 
afternoon. It is to be 'TiopeiS* that they^ h'^yrh laid no 
mine and that the poor Saxons will not be ^lown up.” 
I telegraphed the ‘news 'of, this first success in tKe 
bombardment JPo London, bht in cipher,'"''•‘as otherwise 
thecgeneral staff n 7 ight be angry.” 

Subsequently, the Chanceljpr sent for fne once more 
to ^hdw me outburst of thG Vienna Tagehlatt which 
has been reprof^uced by the Kdlldsche Zeitimg.''^ \t 
declares that‘Bismarck has been thoroughly deceived as 
to the power of resistance of Paris, and in his overhaste, 
which has already cost the lives of hundreds of'thousands 
(why nbt at once say millions ?), has put forward exces- 
siveMemands in connection with the peace^ We reply, 
tiixough the Spener^che Zeitung, that up to the present 
no one knows what the Chancellor’s conditions are, as he 
has not yet had any opportunity of stating them officially, 
but dhej^ do not in any case go so far as G-erman public 
opinion, which almost unanimously demands the cession 
of all Lorraine. No one c^n say either wha‘t his views 
were respecting the j^wer of resistance of Paris, as he 
has never had to give official expression to them. 

Friday, December SOth .—The bitter cold of tfee last 
few days still continues. In concequence of his fndte- 
positfion the Chief ^still kqeps to Jiis room, and is indeed 
mosl^ly in bed. In the morning, on his instructions, I 
telegraphed particulars of the occupation of Mont AVron, 
and of the disgraceful conduct of the French authorities, 
^ <who,‘ according to thfe official acknowled^gment of the 
delegation at Tours, have offered a premium to imprisoned 
officers to retijm to France, in brea^ of their word of 
honour. On the^tiggestion of the Chief I jv.i-ite paragraphs 
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on this s^ject lor ‘’♦he German as wellofis^for the * 

local Momteur to^the follo’wing^'^ect :— 

” “ Weha-vn frequently 4 iad occ8,sioti to diret^b attention 
to the profenn<? demoralisation rb.anif?;sted by f'rftrfch-’ 
statesmen and officc^rs in the matt-ir'^^f military honour.. 
A communic'ftiwon, which readies us from* a trustworthy 
so^SS, proves thf7t''we hadonot up to, the present realised 
how deep and> widespread that evil is. ^ We have noW 
before us,,aji dthcial order :*ssucd liy the French Miristry 
of War', the 5th Bureau of the 6th department, which 
beSrs the title ‘‘Solde et I’evites.’ It,is dated froifr Tours 
oil the l° 3 th of November, and is signed by Lieutenant- 
Colonel i^lfred Jerald, and by Colonel Tissier of the 
general staff of , the 17 th Army Corps. This> order, 
which is based upon another dated Gie 10th of Novtim- 
ber, assures all Trench officers imprisoned in Germany^ 
without distinction, a mOney payment in case they 
escape from custody. We repe3.t, all the French 
■ officers without distinctidi ; that is to say also those ijvho 
have given their word oi honour not to escape. The 
premium offered for such dis64)nourabTe conduct amounts 
to 750 francs. A measure of ^this. description needs no 
comment. Jlonout (which is dearest treasui^e of 

e'wjry German officer and—duty and justice demand 
that w’e should'adcl—rformerly also of all French officers) 
is regarded by the men who came to power' on the, 4 th 
of September as a commodity" to be bought and sold, 
and indeed very cheaply. * In this way officers of the 
French army will come to believe that France is no 
longer administered by a Government, but .is on ^the 
contrary explofted by a trading firm, and one with, lax 
principl?is of honesty and decency, under the title of 
‘ Gambetta and Co.’ ‘Who’ll buy gods ? ^JWho’ll sell his 
lyord of honour "f’ ” 

TTi^T ' T ^ 
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Aftf'rwards t write S.notherc shor^' artip^e g>^^ an error 


frequently committed <[^)y £he KoJnhche ZeiUi%g sspd. 
recently r^jeated in corinec't^^n with ^:^he ^Ohancellor’s 
dcBpatch to Vienna. The great Rhenish. newspaper 
writes ; ‘'’Ever since iShCfwo liave lieen amongst those 

» C.- .J . ^ 

who hfivo persistently )varned hoth Vienna and Berlin 
to dismiss their idle? iealousic's and to come to the best 
understanding possible in the^ircmlistances. AVe have 


oft'-en’rcgrcttted tlie pcr.so/iaZ irritatuyu lietweeii *Bismarck 


and Beust which appears to stand in the way of such 
a raj) 2 >rocI}criient, &c.” “The reply is to the following 
effect ; “ It has been oliserved that the Kolnische 


1 


Zeitung has already frequently souglit T5 explain 
political acts and omissions of the Ghapccllor of the 
Confederation by personal motives, personal likes and 
dislikes, personal disposition and ill humotir ; and wc 
ha\V here a further instance of this unjustifiable course. 
We cannot inuigine'^why such suspicions are time after • 
time brought forward. Wc only know that absolutely 
no feeling of personal irritation exists between the 
Chancellor'e-t the North G*hrman Confederation and the 
Chancellor of the .^iistria-llungarian Monarchy, and 
inc\e£d that, previous -to 1866^ when they often came 
into personal conta'ct, they were on excellent terms, as 
Count Bismarck himself declared'^ i'li the North Gerihan 
Reichstag. Since then nothing has happened between 
them as private persons calculated to create bitterness, 
if for no other reason than liecause they have had no 
personal intercourse. If they have taken up a position 
•more or less antagonistic to each other the reasons are 
obvious. Up to the present they were the representa¬ 
tives of differght politi(3al systems, and acted upon 
different politic%il principles which it- was difficult 
although not quite impossible to reconcile. This, and 



J rtK. 


435 


« w * . % ir • • - , #. 

this alone, i^the sole explanation ot what the Ifolnisctui 

ft^t?m£/,asc^ibes *to pejjjponal j:srotiyes, froi^ •\^ich‘the , 
thoughts*>tticl waits of no statesmaii of Jhc present flay v; 


farther ^retnoved tjian those of tlic Chancellor of the 
Confederat ki/i , Tt may ajso 1)C reniarlied incidenjially 
tl^aijiot only ha^s Count Bismaeek not betfn ‘ tlioTOUghfy ’ 
dhceivyd as tf> Che power of resistance of Paris, but lie 
Ims nf*t been deceived .tt all. His opinion has never 
beei^ asked on the^subject ; but wo* know on the Itest 
ai*thorb;y that* months agr^.he rcgardtCl tjie CJiy)ture of 
the city as difficult, and was decifledly opposed to the 


investment even before the fall of Metz.” 


"1^ 

In reading dopuments in the evening I find that the 
Chief has had a *letter sent to Geiioral Bismarclc-B<>hlcn 
stating that*Ire* does not agree with the general in 
thinking thaPhis main tagk should be to al+cviatc flie 
misery caused by the war, and to render the Alsacians 
well disposed towards tJic futuia; masters of the country. 
For the moment Ris first business must be to‘promote 
the objects, of the war amj^to seciTl’c the safety ot the 
troops. He should therefore»expel such FiT'nch officials 
as will'not take .service under iimluding the magis¬ 
trates* who will not dis(?liargc TITc duties of their office ; 
and li^ should Cdso withhold the payment of pensions 
dire<?ting the pensioners ty apjily to th(' C»vernn*ent at 
Tours. Under such rjpnditicais the people wouTd be 


more ^disposed to call forjicace. • 

Sdhturday, Decemher 31s^.—All our people are 
ailing. I also begin to feci exhausted. It will be^well 
to shorten thc»night work which my diary entails, or to* 


interrupt it*altogetiicr for a few days. 

Tuesday, Januai'y ?>rd .—^ observe ^Imt the opinion 
already expreifeftd by the Chmf «on several occasions, 
*that the dispersion of Hie German forces fiowards the 
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^^rth a»i5* south-west dangerous, *^and t^ia^(*miore in 
concentnitios is desirs^e, is also held elsewheTe. *.4 
miytar^ avt^^wority has written*^on this^^suhj^t in the 
Vienna Presse ; and the National Zeitung 'of tjie Slst 
5f Decentber publishes an article which is even more in 
hajrmorny with ^1:.lie Chief’s views. It says, inter alia : 
-^“^The withdrawabof our trtiops from Dijon and the 
non-occupation of Tours, to the. gates? of which a division 
of fh^ 10th iCrmy Corps had fdlvanced, give perhaps an 
indication of tl?f*. views entertained generally on' fhe 
German side, "and which will govern the continuation of 
the campaign. It may possibly be expected that France 
will forgo further resi.stance after the fall of ^*aris, and 
will agi^e to the German conditions of peace. That, 
however, is not certain, and it is necessary to be pre- 
phired for^an opposite contingency. In ..any case the 
fall t>f Paris will not be immediately followed by the 
establishment of a GWernment generally recognised and 
supported by a National Assembly, with which we could 
enter into negotiations for peace. Then if hostilities 
are to be coWinued they cadnot aim at conquering the 
whole of such an exfpnsive country as Francer Our 
armyt as hitherto, ibight-kideed be everywhere victpricy^g 
and disperse the ho,'5tile forces. Thap however, would 
not be sufticjent., It would be necessary to orgwiilb 
a new civil administration, in all fhe conquered districts 
and fo subject the population to its rule. Even in the 
country lying between the Channel and the Loire our 
forces would not be Sufficient to completely secure the 
c safety of communications and tp maintain .the authority 
of a foreign administration in each town an(^ village, to 
prevent treachjerdus attacks and to collect the taxes as 
well as the contributions and supplies*that are indis- 
pepjiable for the purposed of the war. Tq extend the;* 
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area'of >«^eujjatioii^ndelinitely v^utl c«ily«oe^to over4 

oiB: military power, howev?;^ highly may rate Tt, 
but to uij(Jifly drain ou^home^ervibes for the neces^ry ? 
supply /)f,^vif*administrators. 'Therefore, if petfC^ iS 
not attainable within a time our military 

authorities ^SiTTst set clear ftnd distinct Iftnits to the’task 
whT^ they pro^To^je to tbemsefvos., .They must*select a 
:^xed ^oi-tion'of hTtnch territory, which they can occu^ 
so completely that we slftvll have full contn^and o^^er it, 
add* can retain it "as lon^ as may 1^,desired.* 'I'his 
portioi^ .should include ‘the aapittU and the ISest pro¬ 


vinces, with the finest and most warlike population, and 
it would'have, of course, to bear -the whole burden and 
cost of the wtkr’ until a peace party had gjiown up 
throughout tliQ country strong enough to force its tiews • 
upon the Government of the day. The occupied terri-» 
tory should be so limited *as to make its defence a.s,easy 
as possible from a military point* of view. Of course 
further offensive, operations for temporary ^purposes 
might be undertaken beyond th^se lines, but there 
should from the beginnid^ be no intentasn of going 
permutiently beyond them. *In the meantime the work 
annexation should 1:^ proce^:^^! with in those districts 
which Germajiy .requires for the security of her frofitier^* 
Without awaiting the*conclusion of peace.” 

F'l'iday, January —Up to yesterclay tR^ cold 
was very severe. The*Chief has been un\^ell nearly the 
whof^ week. Yesterday* for the first time he went out 
for a short drive, and again this afternoon. The Bureau 
has been reijiforced b;j two (Jfhcials, najnely idber-^ 
regierungsrath Wagener and Baron von Holstein, a 
secretary of embassy. Amongst the* articles which I 
have written, ydthin the last few da^s was one con- 
cernjng the withdrawal of a ntimter of railway waggons 
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honj^ tr{^,fER, ^xid £0^6dquentl>wr<flii the use of 

GjCrman''industry, sefel^for^tlih purpose 5f ^l^cting 
^provisions‘h^e in anticipp^ticn the time when famine 
, shall .at* length conipel fParis to surrender.' .h^described 
this as humane, *but pnprg,ctical and impolitic*, as the 


Parisians, whenri.hey hear that we have«J?*ude prepar¬ 
ations for that 6vent, will continue their resistance' Vo 
th^ last crust of breach and the last jpinf of horseflesh. 
We sh/ill, therefore, ourselves l^e contributing through 
such acts of humanity to a prolongation of the ‘sie^. 
It is not'for us to'^provide againct the threatened danger 
of famine by establishing storehouses or collectmg the 
means of transport for reproVisioning the £ity, but 
rather fo^ the Parisians themselves by means of a timely 
' (Capitulation. I yesteiday translated for the use of the 
(^King two English documents respecting the sinking of 
English cofil ships near Rouen 'by our troops, who con¬ 
sidered the measjire i:^ecessary. 

After dinner I read despatches find drafts. A 
demand 'has been addressed to the German railways 
to supply a number Sf waggc^s (“ 2,800 axles”) for the 
purpose of transporting provisions to Paris. The Chief 
entered an energetiq. prS'oCst against this measure, which 
'Wvould be prejudicial to us from a political standpoint,'^ 
as the knowledge of those provision^ would enable the 
holdersvof power in Paris to exhaust all their supplies 
before finally yieldihg, without ahy fear of famine at 
the laist moment. A telegram > was sent to Itzenplitz 
on the 3rd of January^ suggesting that he should not 
delivep a single waggon, for tliis purpose, and asking him 
to reply by wire whether he Would decline such re¬ 
quisitions. If npt, the Qhief “ would request hi 3 
Majesty to relieVb him from all responsibility.” Itzqn- 
telegraphed back that he agreed with’ the views of 
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Chancello# oil the Confederation ^aijd j»rould actJ 
accorclyig^. '* A letter * from Ahe • King of Swedeft^ 
idclressed t (4 a C?omm>i 4 idakt, ^v^rrier in ^rfurt, is* to 
be return^ Kfftrough tlie Deati I,ettcr* Office. • His 
S*vcdislf IVfajesty, whom we hnow^not to l)e pt^rticularly 
well dispos(?sl-44)wards us, ^ys in^this ejiistle, whicl\, by 
the*way, is writtoji in b^d Fi^mch with many* ortho¬ 
graphical errors,* that he regrets to h*ave to watch tfte 
sfrugglfe with* “ folded ar^Jts,” and to be oWiged to, “ eat 
hi^ br(?!icl in peace.”, “ JVous noun afmqns tardivem^it, 
li^as! tmais abec vigtieur*^t^j’es2^^re*qt/4i le jour de 
vengeance arrivera ! ” Vengeance? What have the 


Swedes to^venge upon utt ? It would seem as if Prince 
Charles of Rumania were no longer able to majijage the 
local extremfets, and were thinkiAg of abdicating •and 
leaving the country. “ AVe have no political interests 
in Rumania.”* The Chief* has made represerftations *to 
the King suggesting a limitation ^f th<i seat of war for 
political reasons,“Tiamcly on the ground that only ^thus 
shall we be able to maintain our position in the occupied 
portions of •France and talw^full advantage of our occu¬ 
pation^ and he has further‘proposed thaf we should 
give notice to withdraw from til® Gteneva Convention, 
wRich^is unpractical, feonnecliose il^as, at the instance 
of tlife Pope, 'adclre^sed a letter 'tb King William in 
favour of peace, but of an “ honourable ” peace, •that is 
to say, one that wouldNiot inVolve a ccssiofi of territory. 
That *ve could have had t*velve weeks ago from Morfeieur 
Favre, if the Chief had not preferred a useful peace. 
For this reason the Minister rocommended that the 
letter should *be left uAanswered. According to an 
intimation Yrom I^rsigny, P/ince Napoleon wishes to 
come to Versailles in order to act as intermediary. He 
,i8. a highly intelligent and .anliable gentleman, but 



'440 RUSS/A^r DEMANDS TO BEoSUPPORTED iJAn^, 1871 
■;_?! * _ O f " _ fT ^ 

'fik . . • \ . ^ ^ 

“enjoys J.itfle <?onsid.ei?ati6n in J^rance* and *jih^»cfore the 

dianceUoy decliijeJ. t//^negotiate with him. T^n 

London Corf^.rence ^n tKe Bia^k Sea qu^stionr we are to 

give*every possiBle support to Russia’s clemfinc's. The 

Dowager 'Queen at Dtesded has suggested to Eichmann 

(the° Prussian !^inister) ^.hat'it would be an indication 

o|; confidence in S£?xony if we were to allow tiieni to 

garrison Konigstein with Saxyn troeps alojie. ' „ 

^ SO,ttcrda^, tfamiary 7Haber suggested that 

possibly some'Political docupients oY importance fbr'jis 

ijiight be fouhd in Odillon Barrot’s house ati Bougival. 

I asked the Minister’s permission to go over there with 

Bucher. He replied f “ That is all very weTt, but is it 

a privals^ library ? I^must preserve the things for M. 

‘ Odibon Barrot. But you can sec if there is anything 

* political amongst them.” It ^jroved on examination to 

be a well-chosen library, containing historical and 

political works,'as well as polite literature. It included 

also <.a number of English books, but contained nothing 

of the character susj^ected by Haber. 

This ev^ing the Ministft^ dines with us again. 

We hear at tea th^ the bombardment of th?e forts 
on the north side <ftf Paris has s.lso begun, and shojvs 


’good results. Fires^have broken out jn Yaugirrird and 
Grenelles—whencp probably the* femoke arose which 
we saw yesterday from th© hills .between Ville d’Avray 
and ^bvres. 

Keudell thinks I ought to 'tell the Chief. I go up 
to him at a quarter to 11. He thanks me, and then 
^asks,* “What time is it?” .^I answerNearly 11, 


Excellency.” “ Well, then, tell Keudell to.prepare the 
oommunicatioii .ft>r the ^ King.” I ascertain down stairs 
that this is a complaint that by 11 o’clock at night the 
military authorities have not, communicated to the' 
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Minister^matters of wjiich civilrttna w'ere* kiformg(P' 
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Sunday^ ^iT- —At. dinner tli^’Cliiyf g^ve ' 

some furtfker reminiscences of his youfti. He spent the 
time from J^is sixth to his tw’elfth'year at the T’lahmanfl 
Ins^i^ute in l^^in, an educatio/nfi estabfishinenl^worked 
on the principLes* of Pefttalozzi asid Jahn. It v«is* a 
jieriod, he cpuld %iot t]jink of with pleasure. The 
regim^ tvas artificially Spartan. "VYbile ftiere he*n(^ver 
fi^Ily satisfied his hunger, except wher/ he was^ ftivited 
out. .‘i The meat was like andia^rublier* not exactly 
hard, but too mucli for. one’s teeth. And carrots—I 
liked ther^ raw,—but cooked, and with hard potatoes, 
square junkfj ! ” * ^ ^ 

This led up .to the pleasures of the table, the Chief 
giving his views chiefly^ of certain varieties of fi^i.* 
He had a pleasant recollection of fresh-river lampreys, 
of whicli he copld ca^ eight or ^en ; *he then praised 
schnapel, a kind ©f whiting, and the Elbe salmor/, the 
latter being “ a happy mean between the Baltic salmon 
and that of the Rhine, ^hich is too ’’ich for me.” 
With t’egard to Imnkers’ dinners^“ nothing is considered 
g#od unless it is dear,-»-no catp becau./e it is coftipara- 
tively cheap.in. Berlin, but zaiv^r (a kind of perch^ 
piko) because it is Tltfiicult to carry., a matter of 

fact I do not care Jbr the^e, and just as littie for 
lampreys, of which the flesh is too soft for me. J5ut I 
coul(5 eat marena every day of the week. I almost 
prefer them to trout, of which T only like those of a 
medium size,.weighing pbout half-a-pound.* The' larga 
ones that ©.re usq^lly served at dinners in Frankfurt, 
and which mostly come frdha .the WplfsbrUnnen near 
Heidelberg, ace not worth much.. They are expensive, 
and so one must,have .them.* That’s also the way at 
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\;pourt wifJi oysRjrs.^ They cton’t eal, a6y in England 
TC'hen th.e Queen is wresept, as they are tOQ( cheap 
■ thei-e.” ^ . t/c 

" Thfe conversation' then ' turned dtt the Arc de 

O r- V 

TriomphCp in Paris'^ ^whieh was compared with tt^ 
Brandenburg Gfete. The Chief said of latter : “ It 
is teall;^ beautiful in^its way—rparticularly withorft'the 
b^vo pillared porticos, I have advist^d the King' to let 
it sta,ud fre^'. and have the guard houses renjo^ed. it 
woSild^be muclji more effective, as it wmuld no longer be 
squeezed in and partly concealed as it is now.” 

Wagener having mentioned his former journalistic 
work, the Minister said : “ I know my firstviewspaper 

article '^as about shooting. At that tiipe I was still a 
wild' junker. Some 'one had written a sjiiteful article 
c op sport, which set my blood boiling, .so that I sat down 
an^ ^wrot^ a reply, which I handed to Altvater, the 
editor, but without sji’ccess. He answered very politely, 
but gaid it would not do, he could not accept it. I was 
beside myself with indignation that any one should be 
at liberty te attack sportsm^ji without being obliged to 
listen to their reply ; but so it was at that time.”^ 

T^ie defence put fo^wj^rd by tjie Luxemburg Govem- 
' menib in reply to oub^ complaints respecting breadnes of 
neutrality is insufficient. It perhaqis shows the good 
will c^P'that Government, but certainly the facts prove 
that they are' not able to maintain their own neutrality. 
They have been again warned, further evidence being 
given in support of our charges. If this does not prove 


^ffeotive, \^o shall be obliged to occupy the Grand 
Duchy, and hand over his passports to the Grand Ducal 
Jdipiater in Berlin. A cocsimunicatioh to the*^ same effect 
been made ^ the Powers that sign^^the Treaty of 
1,867. According to a memorandum in which the Cffiief c 
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proposed to the^K^ that the^statea^e# who included _ 
the treij|.i^ providing for the secession of^ Baj^en and- 
Wilfrtenrberg jto the Nort4 Qlrpstirfi Goufeder^^ihii should 
receive decoi^ti^ds, an exception was to^be*madedn«the» 
caae of I)aTwigk, because he, had, constantly pitrigued, 
and worked •‘against PrussitC and ^he ca»ee of German 
unity,-and only fiiydly gaye wt!y on the'compulsion b^f 
necessity ; and his decoration would, therefore, have 
batl effebt updn public opinion, which* had frequgntly 
urged, the* exercise <4 Prussian intluim^ ,to securp Ifis 
disftiissal. 

MonUcty, Jaymary 9th .—It is reported from l^ondon 
that Prince J^apoleon*has a* plan uipler consideration for 
concluding on his^own authority a peace satisfactory to 
us, and then after the capitulation* of Paris convoking 
the two Chamber to ratify the treaty, and to decidq 
upon the future form of government, and cn^entu^lly 
upon the future dynasty. . This plaigwould be supported 
by Vinoy and Ddcrot. 'The Orleanists are alsoyictive, 
and hope to win over Thiers to tbeh- side. Bern.storff 
reports that at has been ascertained* from a^,8ervant of 
Dr. Reitlinger, Favre’s secretary, that he has endeavoured 
to hatch a democratic yonspiryc^ in. South Germany. 
Glridstdtie has received* Reitlinger^ and promised »to 
support him in’every^p^ossible way. 

In* the afternoon I drafted a telegram* as t« ;the 
further successful prog?ess of 'the bombardment. On 
submitting it to the Chiefs he struck out a passagh in 
which it was mentioned that our sli^^lls had fallen in the 
Luxemburg Gardens, as being “ impolitic.” . He iilso 
instructed me “to telegri^ph to the Foreign Offic§ in 
Berlin to odiit thte passage ,from the. ^report of the 

general staff. * . • , . ,, j r 

The following pretty story is hiaking the round ot 
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the neY^sj5ap^r8. It^ is^aken from €he pi^ vaj;^ letter of 

a Gerni&i^ officer, and y^s fjrst published in the Il^ipzi^^r 
Tageblatto '^One day the aifie-de-camp, 'CoMnt Lehn- 
dorff, visited Captain von fetrantz at bn^ .pf . the out¬ 
posts at^Ville d’iVviTay, fle^ir Parish In reply to €lie 
Codnt’s quesl^on as ^to hcfw he was'^’^tting on, the 
Captain said : ‘ Qhf very well ; I hat^^d. just been dimng 
¥or the sixty-seventh time^ ofi’ roast tnuttoh.’ The 
Cguift laughSd, and after a while drove oft' again. Next 
day '^a policcitfan called upon the cantain witH *the 
following message : • ‘ It "having come to the, knowledge 
of his Excellency Count Bi.smarck, Chancellor of the 
Confederation, that Captain von Strantz w*5uld doubt¬ 
less be 'dining to-day off his sixty-eig]\th joint of roast 
muiton, his Excellency sends him herewith four ducks 
a change of menu.’ ” This anecdote has the advantage 
over most of those apjoearing in the press, that it is in 
the main correct. But the policeman did not call on 
themext day. Count Lehndortf dined with us a few 
days before Christnias. 

The Chief was shaved (fk usual on coming to dinner 
to-day. He first mei^ioned that Count Bill had received 
the Iron Cross, and seemed to think that it should rppre 
properly have beei^' given to his elder-^son, as he was 
wounded in^the cavalry charge at Mars la Tour. 'Hie 
wound was an accident,”, he wer)t on, “ and others who 
were not wounded may have been equally brave.' But 
it is, after all, a distinction, a kind of compensation for 
the wounded.” “ 1 temember when I was a young man 
«that' one Herr von Reuss went about Berlin also wearing 
the Gross. I thought to myself what wonders he must 
have done ; bqt*! afterwfirds ascertained that he had an 
uncle who was a Minister, and he had .hedn attached to 
the general staff as a kifid of private aide-de-camp.” ^ 

*0 ° o 



The (^a^c^lor* suddeixly It»^ust bei 

tjii;pe \»eeks since, I saw Sereifi^inlus. " it ia not sV 
long since, J* saw SereniWr-.^ -h^ut/the Sec^ni.” TK^ 
Chancellor tVeif continued ,* obviodfely wjth refer^Ofe 'tcf 
tKh Sereni, that is tlie Princes at th<J H6tel d«s Reser-. 
voirs, or one 19^ them, Ixit without ^ly connecting 
sentence : “I remember %t Gol^tingen I once calle^*^a 
student? a silly youi\gster. (Dummer Junge, the reco^ 
nised form»of offence whei^ it is intended tjp provoke a 
duel.^ * On his sending me his challen|fe. I said J had 
not wisljec^ to ofl’end him* by tJic reynark that ht; was a 
silly youngster, but merely to express my conviction.” 

While we were discussing pheasant and sauerkraut 
some one remarked that the Minister had not been out 
shooting for a long time, althouglfr the woods between 

Versailles and Paris were full of game. “ Yes,” 

* ■ ” • * 

replied, “ something has hi ways happened to preyent 

me. The last time was at Ferriorea, the»King was away 
and he had forbiijden'‘shooting, that is to say^ in, the 
-park, just as he has now given orders that Ferrihres 
must be sptfred, merely because it b(^ongs ton rich Jew. 
We diet not g<5 bito the park,* and there was plenty of 
gajtie, but not much of it wa^ ,'SKoP as the carti^dges 
were bad.” ^plstein, who, by the kaiy, turns out t<5 be- 
ej?Ce^ingly amiabl#,, hard-working and helpful, re¬ 
marked : “ This is the account given of the •tdl'air, 

Excellency. You were hware of his Majesty's orders, and 
of COiftse desired to obey* them. But it unfortunately 
happened as you were taking a walk on one occasion 
you were suddenly set upon by three or fouj: pheasants, 
and were obliged to shoot them down in self-defencje.” 

The French Rofhschild recalled the. German one, of 
\yhom the Gly^ related a very amusing story. He 

‘ The King. ** ifie Crown Pijnce. 
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8{iid : V, WTien the ifteiitbers of- the E,eich3^jag::tvere here 

^recently, J was seated jjext Rothscdiild at th^ CrdSVti 

P];;ince’s. 'I'he Prince sat* next to me, ^ijid art his other 
side was Simson*. Rothschild smokes a great deal, and 
smelt of that and otli^r thing's, and so ^^hov.glit I would 
play ajittle practical Joke l)efore we sat down. But it 
(;lid'>not succeed. '•115 is only aYter dinner that stewards 
of the household liegin to be sensible and listen to a 
body. I luRl my revenge however, by fetting my 
neighbour haVc dhe benefit, cof my remarks. I said to 
him, ‘You should have a house in Berlin,‘tind invite 
people to see you, and so on.’ ‘What do ^ou mean ?’ 
he asked, in a loud and almost angry voice. ' ‘ Am I to 
give diiiners in a restaurant ? ’ ‘ Well, you might do 

that too,’ I replied, ‘ l)ut to other people,’not to me. In 
hay opinion you owe it to the credit of yonr house. But 
the 'best thing would be to have a place of your own in 
Berlin. You know there is nothing to. be expected any 
longer fx’om the Paris and London Rothschilds, and so 
you ought to do soieiething in Berlin. People are con¬ 
stantly surprised that you' have not yet got into the 
Almanach de Gotha. ^ Of cour.se, what has not beSn done 
up fd now may yet happtha, l)ut T am afraid you are tfot 
going the right way- 7:0 work.” 

Fipally politef literature came’ to be di.scusaed, and 
Spielhagen’s, “ Preblema-tische Naturen ” was men¬ 
tioned. The Chancellor had read it, and did not think 
badly of it, but he said : “I shall certainly not read 
it a second time. One has absolutely no time here. 
• Otherwise 4 much-occupied Minister might well take up 
such’ a book and forget his despatches over it for a 
couple of hoursi^ Frey tag’s “ Soil und Haben ” was 
also mentioned, and his description of the Polish riots, 
as well as t^e story of the bread-and-butt^ miss and the 
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ball, Ver«L p^iSed, while, his berths ^eVe ^opsider^ 
i/i^pid5» One said they had»no*jjass'ion, and %«other ^ 
souls. j!?J:ieRen, who to?Jk "aTi‘ffctiv^ part yf "the conver¬ 
sation, pbsjs^e^ that he could not rcxxd any of these 
tEings twice, and that mo^ t)f thfe well-known moderh 
authors had only produced f>ne good book*j^ipiece. Well,” 
said the Chief, ^ 1 could* also mak(i you a presell ^f 
t^ree-fourths *of Goethe—^the reinaiiuhir, certainly—^ 
should Ijke to live for a*long spell,on aVlcscrt l^sltyid 
w^th* seven or cyglit'volumgs out of tltfj •forty.” •Fritz 
Reuter‘was then referred to, and tire Minister remarked, 

“ Uit de Franzosentid,” very pretty but not a novel.’’ 

” Stromtid^’ was also mentioned. “ H’m,” said the 
Chief, “ Dat is cus dat ledder is” (that’s just Ifnw it is, 
a favourite expression of one of flic characters in the 
book)—that, ii- is true, is a novel, and it contains m>i4fy 
good and others indifferent, but all through the peasants 
are described exjictly as'they are.”*’ * 

In the evening I translated for the Kinf» a dong 
article from 2'he Times on the .situation in Paris. 
Afterwards’at tea Keudell ^oke very well ind sensibly 
of certain qualities of the Chancellor, who reminded him. 
of^ Achilles, his grea% gifts,* tlic j^outhfulness «f^ his 
character, his, • q^iiokness of tempev, his tendency to*’^ 
Wel^chmerz, his ifiolination to witljdra^g from^ ^reat 
affairs and his invarial:jjy victorious action.^ Our wmes 
could boast a Troy, and also an Agamemnon, shejjherd 
of th^ nations. 


Tuesday, January IQth .—EaVth and sky are full 
of snow. A shot is onlj^ to be fieard now* and &.gain*. 
from our baJ:teries,^or from the fort.s. Count Bill is here, 
and General von Manteuffel ^aUs at 1, o’clock. They 
are passing thaough on their way to the army that is to 
•operato against Bourbaki in th*e south-east'under Man- 



H-tS QJJEEN JVGUST^ [Jan, lo, 

-^^- c ^ ^ 

^ufJel. <C>urin^' tho afte?ndbn I t^e^raph twifje to 
Lftndon^ ^reporting the Betreat^of Chanzy ^at Mans, 
the'^lpls of a trf>Qiifi{iftj,dt:-men who were madi 
priSon^ls, and Werdeips victorious resit?tanrs* at Viller- 
§exel to a, superior Fr^ch /orce advancing t& the relief 
, of Belfort. 

' The''first shbject^ mefhtiongd at dinner is the-bOip- 
barcfment. The (5hief holds that most of the Paris 
forts ^re of c little importance, except p’erhap:? Moift 
Val^r^en—“ Npt ihuch more than the redoiibtr at 
Dlippel.'’ That is to say tflh moats are hot very dee*p, 
and formerly the walls w^ere also weak. The' conversa¬ 
tion then turns on the Inter'natioilal League of Peace 
and its connection with social democracy as shown by 
the fact that Karl M*rx, who is now living in London, 
c hfis been appointed President of the Xjetman branch. 
Bucher ddseribes Marx as an intelligent’ man with a 
good scientific ,educfvtion and the real leader of the 
international labour movement. "With’reference to the 
League of Peace the Chief says that its eftbrts are all 
of an equivocal cha’^aeter, a^pd that its aims are some¬ 
thing very*^ different to peace. It is a cloak for 
comrqunism. “ But,’'^ he concludes,certain august 
^ personages have even now no idea of that. Fbreigh 
countries and peace'’!” In this connection he referred 
to the Influence and attitude of Queen Augusta. 

Count Bill, according ’to the'Chief, “ looks from a 
distahee like an old staff officer, he is so stout. ” He was 
very lucky in being selected to accompany Manteufifel. 
Of CQurae, it would only be a temporary billet, but he 
‘would see a great deal of the war. “ Fordiis age he has 
a good opportunity to learn something. * That was 
impossible for* one of us at eighteen. ^I should have 
been born in 1795 to'^haTm taken part in the campaign ^ 
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of 1M.3.” “^sTIveTCheless since th«^ baftle. ooul^ 

qojjj cat«h\he name, but he referred apparently to a'h 
engageihSnt in the Huguwnoi Wrff) there not ontf TTf 
my ancestoi^ ^vdio did nC>t draw the sword ^gaiflste 
Fiance. Sly father and three of • his brothers werew 
engaged agains!>» Napoleon* I. Then ifiy grandfather ^ 
fo\Jghf at Rossbaeh ; my great grandfather hgaiilst ‘ 
Louis XIV., and hj^ father against the same King nt 
the littl^ livar* on the R}:i^e in 1672 or ^673. ^hen 
8e\«e3fe.l*of us fought»on the imperial sido jn the TI 1 i Ay 
Years’ War, others, it is Itrue* jpining the Swedeif. And 
finally still another was amongst the Germans who 
fought as aaercenariLs on’the Huguenot side. One— 
there is a picti^re of him at Schonhausen ^vith his 
children—was an original charact%r. I still haTe a 
letter from him to his brother-in-law in which he say^ 

‘ The cask of Rhine wine ftosts me eighty reMisthaJers. 
If my -worthy brother-in-law coi:^iders, that too dear 
I will , so God spares me, drink it myself.’ And^anoj;:.her 
time : ‘ If my worthy brother-in-law maintains so-and- 
so, I hope,*so God pre8e^^^s me, to come dnto closer 
contacl^with his person than* will be pleasant to him.’ 
Ajjd again in anbtheg place ^ have sjjent lg,000 
reichstlialers on tliQ regiment, but I hope, if God sp&res^ 
rrife, tip make as muchp>ut of it in tirfie.’ The economies 
referred to consisted probably in drawing ^ay fc^*men 
who were on furlough* or who only existed on paper. 
Certahily the commander* of a regiment was bettdt off 
at that time than now.” Some ooe observed that was 
also the rule at a later period, so Itjng as regiments.were^ 
recruited, paid, and clad by the colonels and hir^ by ’ 
the Princes,* and possibly the same thing still happened 
in other counjitcies. The Chief*: “ Yes^ in Russia for 
pnatance, in the great pavalry uegifnents in ^he Southern 
VOfc I ‘ * *0 G 
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t'provinc^3*‘iv^hrch%ft«Ji Ijave as^many^as^si^t^n squad¬ 
rons. Tfeer^ the colonel Imd, and <^oubtIess j»et ^a§ 
o^er sourcee^of incbme. * A -Cferman once 1:014 ’me, /or 
fhstance, that on,a ne-^ colonel' taking ovet the command 
of a regiment—I b(^licve it was in Kursk or Woronesbli 
—the peasants^ of this wealthy district came to him 
with waggons full of straw rnd hay, "and beggetl the 
‘ “iittle father ’ to 1)6 gracious enough to ^accept them. 

‘ I did not kT^ow what they vmnted,’ said the colonel, 
ancl so I told +liem to be otf and teave me in ’peace. 
But the ‘ little fathei-’ ought td be fair, they urged, his 
predecessor had been .satisfied with that much, and they 
could not give more, as they were poor people. At 
length I'got tired of it, particvdarly as'they became very 
pressing and went dSwn on their knees entreating me 
to , accept it, and 1 had them bundled out of doors. 
But .then hthers came with loads of wheat and oats. 
Then I understood what was meant, and took everything 
as my predecessor had done, and when the first lot 
returned with more hay I told them that what they had 
brought before was enough-- and they could take back 
the rest. And thus I secured an annual sum of 20,000 
roubles, as I charged ^:he Government for the hay apd 
oats required by the‘ regiment.’ He related that quite 
frankly and unabashed in a drawing-room in St. Peters¬ 
burg, and I was the only one who was surprised at it.” 
“ But what could he have done to the peasants ? ” asked 
DelbrUck. “He himself could have done notiiing,” 
replied the Chief, “ Imt he might have ruined them in 
another way. He Only required not to forbid the 
soldiers to take what they liked from them.” 

Manteuffel was again npoken of, and somebody men¬ 
tioned that he had broken his leg at Metz;, and had to be 
carried on the battle-field. Manteuffel was greatly surprised 
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that We had jiot. known this, and the Mpntetef^markodli 
4h§t h* must cej-tainly have thought vwy ba<^ 
inlbrme'd*^^ to the iiicid5ht&> of* ^e Var. ^ater on "tTie 
Chief s^id ' Il-e*member how I sat with.him and - - * -- * (t 
dM not catch the naVtie) on Jbe stoHe!/ outside the Church 
at ^Blekstein. '?he King cftime up, aiid T! proposed t.hat 
should greet Jihn like the tliree watches in : 

‘ Hail, Thane 5f Lauenburg ! Hail, Thaije of Kiel 1 Half, 
Thane o^ Schleswig ! ’ l*b w'as when I wal negotiating 
the Treaty of Gastem wuth Bloine. I thfn. played (juinze 
for the Jas^ time in my liTe. iVlthough I lu-td no^ played 
then for a long time, I gaml)led reckles.sly, so that the 
others wett* astoumWd. But I knew what I was at. 
Blome had heard, that quinze gave the best opportunity 
of te.sting a maxi’s character, and h^ was anxious to try 
the experiment on me. I thought to my.scl^ I’ll teapk 
him. I lost a few hundred thalers, for which I iTwght 
well have claimed reinlbursemen^ frorA the State as 
having been expended on his Majesty’s service., Ikat I 
got round Blome in that wavy, and ijiade him do what I 
wanted. Pfe took me to iTcWeckless, and yielded.” 

Tdin conversation then turned upon Berlin, someone 
h^ing remarked that it was' fr*m*w,at to year assuming 
more tlie appe^rajice of a great capital, also in its senti-*^ 
m%nta ^^iid w'ay of thinking, a circumstance which to 
some extent reacted on its Parliamentaj-y representatives. 

“ They have greatly altered during the last five years,” 
said Ikilbruck. “ That is 1:.ruc,” said the Chief; “ but in 
1862, w hen I first had to deal with those gentlemen, they 
recognised wh^t a hearty conterhpt I entertained for., 
them, and they have never become friends wdth. me 
again. » 

The Jews tl^an came to be discussed, and the Minister 
wished to know how it was that the name Meier was so 
* ' ■ G b 2 
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^IpamoDf aSnong^ tbfem. *That nancft after all of 

^rman erigiji, and' in AVestphalia it^ meant a olan<^e(J 
proprietor, 5 *et formterly nlif • J«v>ts owned norland. ' I 
Kibrdit^ed that ,the ^ord wks of Hehrti'w^ origin and 
sccurred m the Old' Testament and dlso in the TalmiM, 
being ” ;properlj^*Meir rfind akin to “‘^r,” i.e., light, 

brilliance, whence, .the' signification- 'of Enlighten^, 
brilliant. Radiant. The Chief then „inquived the mean¬ 
ing of Kohn^ a name very common amongst il^em also. 

I said it signi^ed Priest, and was originally Rbhen. 
From K‘ohen‘it became Kofin, Kuhn, Cahen, grid Kahn. 
Kohn and Kahn were also occasionally transformed into 
Hahn, a remark which caused some amuseme*it as it pro¬ 
bably Kjminded the company of tge “ Presshahn,” 
who* is at the head 6f the Berlin Literary'Bureau. “I 
aip. of opinion,” continued the Minister,' “ that to prevent 
misohief, tlie Jews will have fh be rendered innocuous by 
cross breeding. ‘ The^ results are not bad.” He then 
meiitioned some noble houses, Lynai's, Stirums, Gusse- 
rows : “ All very^ clever, decent people.” He then 

reflected fijr a while and, «3mitting one link from the 
chain of thought, probably* the marriage of distinguished 
Christian ladies tef ric^fl, or talented ‘Israelites, he pfp- 
*cee^ed ; “ It is better the other way op. . , One ought to 
put a Jewish mare' to a Christiarf- stallion of G^rmSln 
bree'd.* The mon^y must bd brought into circulation 
again, and tte race is not at all bad. I do not know 
what I shall one day advise my sons to do.” ® 

I spent the whole* time after dinner at work, princi- 
.•pally* reading despa'tches. ^The Rumanian (Prince 
Charles) has sent the Chancellor a letter^ written in 
his own hand^ fcquesting^-advice in fiis difiiculties. He 
seems to be in the greatest perplexity,* find the Pbwers 
win »0t help him. "Rngland and Austria at® at least* 
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indifferei^t; ^ tSe Torte ^ is inclin€al flo look* ^pon 
^upificafcion of tjie Principalities as to jts—interests; 
Pranc^ ^^t)w of no «,dCo«tot f Ihe'Tsar Afexander it# 
is tru§, wMl-tlisposed to* Princ^ ChSjrles but ^ill*n6t * 
interfere and intervention* on "thb part of^Germanj, 
who has no prifttical intei^sts ii> Rumaliia, is not to be 
aSpected. TheJ-cfore, if •the l^rinae^^annot help hyiigelf* 
out of his dfficulUes, he had better yetire before he*i8 
obliged|t©. Such was 1»^e counsel addreAsed to him by 
tJle'CThief through* KeudeH. Beust h^s* been informed 
of thjs. , It would appear • that* Beu3t*53 despatch in 
reply to the announcement of the approaching union 
of South'^ Germany with the 'North, shows a new 
departure in hig ‘ political views, and it is po*sible that 
even under hijn satisfactory relat^ns may be dev^oped* 
and maintaiped between the two newly-organjsecl* 
Powers, Germany and Austria-Hungary. He reported 
that a new comic ]3ff[3er, De7- *J3is7rKirck, was being 
founded in Vienaa, and that he would do eyerjithing 
in his power to prevent this abuse^ of the name. The 
Chief has* recently addre^fced a coinmunu^J'tion to the 
King«in which he requests : (1^ That the telegrams of 
J^e General Staff' before b*iag dbspatched to»Berlin 
should be suiunjtted to him and Ais approval obtained", 
^ they might hav^ political bearings—as, for example, 
in the ease of the ^hefls tljat fell, in the BuxeJnburg 
Gardens. (2) That lie should receive full information 
of the course of military operations, instead of being 
indebted for detailed particulars* to the newspapers and 
private persons. Subalterns ’and members ©f th^ 
Ambulance Corps were kept better informed than he. 

At 10.30 P.M. the Chi«?f ^cornea‘^pwn to tea, at 
which Count* Bill also joins us. Abeken returns from 
Court and brings the news that the fortress of P^ronne, 
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C^#(ith a gp.ri4soii ot 3,0,00 men, has capiiulttted. The CJhief, 
who waslookihg tiirough the Ulustririe Zeitu^g., 
sfghed and ^Kclaimed : ^‘•AitotlteJi 3,000 ! If one could 
Only drown th^in ih the ' Seine—or at least their 
Commander, who hits broken his word of honour ! ” ® 

This led tlfti conversation to the**subject of the 
nun\erou3 prisoners in Cermaaiy, and "Holstein said dt 
"vVould be a good idea to hire them out to work on the 
Stroueberg rjiilway. “ Or,”" eaid the Chief, if the 
Tsar could be indi^iced to settle them in military cbldnies 
beyond the Caucasus. It is ’said to be a very fine- 
country. Tliis mass of prisoners will really form a 
difficulty for us after the peace. The Freufh will tlius 
have an nrmy at once, and one fresh 'from a long rest. 
But there will really''^)e no alternative. ^ We shall have 
to give them back to Napoleon, and he will require 
200,000 men as a Pretorian Cuard to maintain him¬ 
self.” “ Does ho then really " e.xpect to restore the 
Bmp.ire 'i/’ a.sked Holstein. “ Oh, very much,” replied 
the Chief, “ extremely, quite enormously much. He 
;hinks of A day and nightfvand the people in England 
dso.” (, 

Holstein then related diow certain" people belonging 
.0 the English Embassy had behaved -vexy unbecomingly 
jutside the place where the Fren'Jii prisoners arew con¬ 
fined, ih Spandau, and had fared badly in consequence. 
Cockerell was knocked down and beaten black and blue, 
30 that he afterwards looked quite as if he had been 
painted.” Loftus did not at first want to intervene, 
t)ut was ultimately induced by the other diplomats to 
enter, a complaint. “ Did they give this Cockerell a 
sound hiding ? ” “asked Count Bill. “ Oh, certainly,” 

replied Holstein, “ and Miss - (namq escaped me), 

who tried td.,interfere bn his behalf, also received a few ■ 
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blow*.” “ WdH, % am ^la(5 Co«Jc;erJfl ,gofc*a propej|. 
dressir^.’^said the Chief, “ it will do him goy^. I ^m 
sdrry fbi*^th»e lady. it^ is*rf*pk.y thatXo^us ” f^he j 

British Am^asftifdor) “ himself dki :iot gel thretShtfd* o« 
^he oceasion, as wc? should then fgi ind of him.” , 

Viednesday-f^ Januart^ —Bewistorff reports 

tl^t dement Duvernois, forrher Minister of Nhpoldon^ 
wishes* to come h^re in order to negotiate for peace 
tlie nart^epf fhe Empress^* She will agree^n principle to 
the mdfesion of territory and the new fiioptier denjanfled 
by us, and also to the payinept of jx war kidenfnity and 
the occupation of a certain portion of France by our 
troops until it is paid, and will, jiromise not to enter 


into negotiations Tespecting peace with any ot^ljer Power 
than Germany. Jfuvernois is of Opinion that altlfough* 
the Empress'is'not popular, yet .she would act energ,e-» 
tically, and as a legal ruler would hav(; moTfe autl^ority 
and offer us a better security tliiin any person elected 
by and dependept 'upon the representative.s the 

country. iiuvernois assisted in provisioning Paris and 
accordingly know's that ft ^nust surrender ^shortly, and 
there^re as time presses, he is anxious to hurry on 
negotiations. Will he Jje recei^^<fl*if he comes ? Pcp-haps, 
i? only in order to ijiake the membeVs of the Governfneij^ 
m Pjiris and Bordetio^x; more yieldii^g. 

During dinner the bombardment was disc.us.s6<^, as is 
now usually the case. ^ Paris was said to be on fire, and 
somemne had clearly seeA thick columns of smoke Vising 
over the city. '‘That is not enough,” .said the Chief. “We 
must first smell it here. When’Hamburg yvas burning 
the smell could be distinguished five German milep off.’^ 
The opposition oflered by the^“ Patriots ” in the Bavarian 
Chamber to ^he Versailles Treaty was then referred to. 
The Chief said : “I wish I could go there,and speak to 
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l^em. j ^ftiey l5)ve ^obviously got il^to % false position 
afid can ^ neither advance nor retire., I \a^e «palre^y 
b^n doing,»iy best'to'^ing. tiiem into thfc .ri^tit way. 
Sdt'oiie is so l^adly •wanted" here in bMe^ to prevent 
absurdities and to preach sense.” ' * 

(Thufsday, fTanuavy 12.th .—At dinffer the conversa- ^ 
tion again turned 04 the bombardment. On sornebddy 
observing that the French complaiji of Our aiming at 
their chospitfj^s, the Chief saJfe ; “ That is cert^vinly not 
do^e , intentionally. They have * hospitals ne*ai" the 
Panthedn and the Val de.Grr^cii, and it is possible that 
a few shells may have fallen there accidentally. H’m, 
Pantheon, Pandemonium ? ” Abehen had«heard that 
the Bava^dans intended to storm one of ^he south-eastern 
forts- that had retuAed our fire in a weak way. The 

. Chief commended the Bavarians, adding : “ If I were 
only, in Mhnich now, I would' bring that home to their 
members of Pasliament in such'a way that I should im¬ 
mediately win them over to our side.” 

The Chancellor then told us that the King preferred 
the title “Emperor of Gerjpiany ” to that of “German 
Emperor.” “ I gave him'to understand that I (lid not 
care 0 , brass farthing.*^ ,JJe was ,nf a' different opinion, 
yiather the country than the people,. explained 

to him that the fii^t would be a^new title and Ayould 
at le^sl have' no historical basis. There had never been 
an Emperor of Germany, and though it was true there 
had hlso been no German Erhperor, there Ij^'-d been a 
German King.” Bucher confirmed that statement and 
remarked tljat Charler&agne assumed the title of “ Im- 
'peratpr Romanorum.” Subsequently the Emperor was 
Called “ Imperator Romanus, semper auguatus, and 
German King.’’. 

. At 11 P.14, the Kin'g sent the Chief a pencil note in 
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his trwn hai^^ri^g on *a half ^eet^of letfejp pap^ 
in^orming^ini thjt we had jusf won a gr^t^iotory at 
Le Mans^, ^he Miniate!^, ^silto* was* visibly^pleased and 
touched at^Mii^ Attention, *said as lie htyided me^he slip 


o^ paper in order ’that I ^should* telegraph the news • 
“ He thinks the’Oeneral Sftiff will not I5t me kno^fand 
8 a*he writes himfedf.” 


Fir-tday, Sanucy^y ISth .—Arnim sgnds a florid ac¬ 
count ir^m Rome of the -iisit paid by Victfcr Emntanuel 
to^'the Eternal City. He mentions a‘report re«eived 
from thb IjTuncio at Bord*eaux eespeetmg ah attempt by 


■the Government Delegation in that city to secure the 
interventio* of the t*ope for the purpose of negotiating 


a peace. The Qardinal in communicating th« to the 
Minister adcre4 that the French ftre now dispose?! to 
make greater concessions than at Ferrieres.'mid aske4 if 
in principle the Pojdc’s mefliation would be agreeaUe to 


us. Arnim replied thaC the Freucli Gcn'crnment knew 
our condition* and, could conclude j)eace at any. time on 


that basis. Arnim states that the^eflforts made by the 
Curia on bMialf of peace a*B sincere, but based on 
interested motives. The Cardinal asked if it was not 
intended to' grant Fuance a«y coihpensation for the 
proposed, cessipn ^f*territory, whereupon Arnim rep*lie(i» 
tTlat jve had no righ? to dispose of the^ territory of other 
States.* The Cardinal^obvioutjly had, Italy in*view!i and 
meant that France should indemnify herself by an¬ 
nexing Piedmont and re*instating the Pope in Rome. 


The despatch concludes as follow^: “ My presence here 
complicates oijr position,/is it awalcens hopes*that cannot. 


be realised,^ and maintains intimate relations that* clog 
OUT footsteps without making the grortya<i upon which 
we dtand any • firmer.” Thde reports that Queen 
»Augusta told him the sinking t)f the English coal ships 

m * » 
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Ljjear Rguen hadOmade more l)ad bloi>d in .England than 
was belihere. ” Thfe Crown Prin^jess knew from ^l>,e 
le't'ters of her mother flftit osyfnpathy for oin^cause was 
'daily decreasing,*thei%. Thile replied “taat' he was sur- 
‘prised to hear it, «.s Be^^nstorlf made no mention 
of itr 

c eWe are joined^at dinner by Kegiernngsprasident Vson 
Ernsthausen, a portly gentleman, still young,'and by 
the Chief, t\6io is to dine wi^h the Crown Pi^ince, and 
onlycremaina ^,ntil the Varzin ham comes to cable, 
of which he'partakes “ fer the sake of home memories.” 
Turning to Ernsthausen, he says : “I am invited to the 
Crown Prince’s, but before going there I have another 
importajiat interview for which I' must strengthen 
mykelf.” “Wednesday ■will be the ^18th, and the 
Festival o^ the Orders, so we can publish the proclama¬ 
tion-. to the German people on that day.” (The Pro¬ 
clamation of Emperor and Empire, upon which Bucher 
is now at work.) (To Ern.sthausen); “ The King is still 
in doubt about ‘german Emperor ’ or ‘ Emperor of 
Germany.^ He inclines tobhe latter. But" it does not 
appear to me that there is much ditference beOveen the 
two titles. It is }ike''thc Homonsios' or Homoiousios in 
Urthe Councils of the Church.” A^eljen corrected : 
“ Homousios.” Thd Chief: “ Wc‘pronounce it qj. ^n 
SaxQny they hav^ the ,.Iotafeism. I remember*in our 
school there was a pupil from Chemnitz who read that 
way ” (and he then q^uoted a Greek sentence), “ Wht the 
teacher said to him ‘^top I That won’t do 1 We don’t 
.hail here from Saxony.’ ” 

After dinner I read the latest despatches and some 
older drafts. ^'J'hose of special interest were instructions 
from the Chief to the Minister of Commerce th&t the 
amount ex^nded for the provisioning of Paris oouliB 



Jan. i 3 ,i 87 i 1 TRANSJr>RTiATION DIFWICUITIb's 4 S^» 

-1-i-.-i-!-!- 

not b« included %ie Budget; and* a Jiemoflin^um mt 
Moltke defended the supjjiy of provigiQjis for t^ 
Parisians.*,, The 2,800 wa'^gcms•with'provisions were,'he 
says, not inttenfl^d solely for the Parian.?, hut flsd foi* 
ouF own troops—for the forjiKir sevefl million nations of» 
^two pounds each’for three days—.and it*would* bd Well 
if ^ere were stil| more waggons in JFrance. The CJii^f 
returned from* the < Crown Prince’s at 9.30 p.m., and 
shortly f^terwards he instructed me to t^egraph» that 
we»hM*made 8,000 prisoners at Le ISta^^ and captured 
twelve ,^ups, and. that 'Gamhetta,. ^^ho Wished to be 
present at the battle, nearly fell into our hands, but 
just made Ms escape in time. Afterwards I cut out 
Unruh’s speech dealing with the scarcity of locamotives 

on the German .railways, for submi.'Aiou to the Kin^ 

• • 
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« 

liAS^ WEEKS BEFORE TIJE CAPIxtrLATION OP PAEl'^i. 

Saturday, January lAth .—Count Lehndorff dined witl' 
us to-day. The Chief mentions that Jufts Favre has 
writtenAo him. He wishes to go to the Conference ir 
London, and assei4'3 that he only ascertained on the 
‘LOth inst._ that a safe conduct was held in readiness foi 
him. He desires to take wifh him an unmarried and r 
married daughter, together with her husband—who has 
a Spanish name—and a secretary. “ He would doubt 
leas prefer a pass ^ for M. le ,Ministre et suite. He has 
the long’bg of a vagabond for a passport.” But h( 
is not to receive one at all, the soldiers being simplj 
insV’ucted to let him through. Bucher is to write tlja 
it will be best for him to go by of Corbeil, as h( 
will not then have'to leave the onbriage which he brifig: 
from Patis and to walk for some way on foot, afterward: 
taking another carriage. His fcest route will also be b^ 
Lagny and Metz, and not by Amiens. If he does no 
■wish to go by way of Corbeil he is to say so, and thei 
• the " military authorities will be instructed accordingly 
“ One would be inclined to think,” added the Chiel 
“ from his desji’e to tjikfe his family -with him, th^t h 
wants to ^et out of harm’s way.” 

In the ^further course of conversation the Miniate 
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obserred : “VA'sallles is*really ^oet 4!fa^uitable\| 
glace tVat^ could have been chwsen’from th^ point 
vi^ of Tibmuiunications. • ^h'glirt; to haar^ remailfed 
^ Lagny ok* ^j^triferes. But I ktiow»welf why^it*'^aa 
selected. Xll our jfrincely porsonagee would have found 
^it too dull there»*. It is true th^y are bored here doo, 
an^ dcfubtless everywhere^else.”* , * • • ^ 

The'Chief "then went on to talk of German Princ€ft 
. in gener^l^ and said ; “ O^ginally they w(^e all Csunts, 
that<s*to say, officials of the Empire? jTjie Zehripg^rs, 
it is tri^, are an old pi-inc^y famjl^’^—apart ffom any 
fresh blood that has been infused into the stock. The 
Austrian Princes and Counts have .only become rich and 
powerful through’ grants of confiscated estal^s. The 
Schwarzenbefgs, for instance, throi^h the property*of a 
gentleman wil,h *a very unappetising name—Schmieiv- 
sicki.” The Chancellor* then went ii^o further 

particulars, and continaied : “ They (ihc Hapsburgs) 

were grateful /o^ ^rvices rendered to thjm, ,and 
rewarded their people with rich grants. It was different 
wdth us. Our nobles were aiiueczed. Any <xie who had 
large e§tates wuis forced to glVe them up or to make a 
bad exchange.” 

a# O 

Th*e Chan^%r ..afterwards spoke about Mantcifffel^ 
aftd f^fiid : “He is n©^" heaping up* coals of fire on my 
head by taking Bill with him. ^ We were o*n bad* Jerms 
during the laat few yeats. One of the reasons was his 
extra^gance in Schleswfg. He kept a regular Court 
there, and gave great dinners of* forty to fifty covers, 
spending three to four tly^usand thalers a mqnth. . That 
was all ver^ well before the war, but later on, when I 
had to account for it to the Treasury Committee, it 

could not go opiv aud when I had to tell him so, he was 

^_ >1 • • 

angry. 
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^ Aft^r (linlier^ I Wrote an article, fof l^he Moniteur, 
under insti;uctions fr<9m the Chie.f, resj^cting ,th,?> 
difficulty of* provisibnin^ PnriS when it suvr^piciers. " It 
i-an ^thus : “We* 'find*' the fo'llowing paragraph on the 
provisioning of Pafisdn t\s:e. Journdl Ojfficiel: ‘ Acccffd- 
in^ 'tb a despa*Ich from Bortleaux, daCed January 3rd, 
' tlje , Government of Nationa»l Defence has colldcte<Si a 
farge quantity of necessaries in vie \\4 of fitrnishing Paris 
with Ji, fresh Isupply of provisions. In addition to the 
markets now-,ip coui'se of erection there is already 
collected, nedr the means of transport and lipy'ond the 
range of the enemy’s operations, a mass of supplies that 
only wait the first signal to he despatched.’When this 
question*’of reprovisioning Paris is cgnsidered from a 
practical point of vft;w, it will be seen fhat it bristles 
wi^h serious dilficidties. If the statement of the 
Journal Officiel that the stbVes are beyond the range 
of the German nphero" of actioif be cop’ect, it must be 
taken that they are some 200 miles away from Paris. 
Now the condition^ to which the railways leading to 
Paris have'been reduced b*/ the French themselxns is 
such that it would reipii're several weeks at least to 
transport such a qifanfttiyrof provisions to Paris. The^e 
is another consideration which mus>t /rlso not be over¬ 
looked, namely, thht in additiorf to the fami.shiilg 
population of Parfs, the,Germaij army has a right to 
see that its supplies are replenished by the railw’ays, 
and that consequently the German officials witii the 
best will in the world'can only spare a portion of the 
.rolling stock to be employed in jreprovisioijing Paris. It 
follows that if the Parisians put off the surrender of the 
city until they Jiave eaten their last mouthful of bread, 
believing that large supplies are within, easy reach, a 
fatal blunder may be committed. We trust that the 
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Gove:Bjiinent of^ISfltional t)efence*,wiir verj**3eriou8lyi 
c^nsidei; circumstances, an<> wei^Ii we^ hea^ 
rcSponsitJtHty it incurs ♦»!. the ^inciple'*of 

^sistance t# •the bitter • end. ’Every (fay i]fcreaae5 
ins1»%d of "lessening the distance. Ij^itwecn the capital 
and the provinci»i armies,‘whosci appr<fh,ch is* awaited 
wi Sb much impaticncii in ‘Parys,^ which is *clo^eJy* 
investeiJ and ^ntir^ly cut off from tlni outer ^yorld* 

. Paris caiyiQt b*e rescued fictiti<jus rej)oif,s. To* suj)*- 
po^ thht it can wait till the^ last niomi'ij^^tor the simple 
reason that neither the provinces nor* tlic bnerny could 
allow a city of two and a half million inhaljitants to 
starve, might prove to be a terrible miscalculation, 
owing to the abs6lute impossibility of preventing it. 
The capitulation of Paris at the vci^ last hour miglit— 
which God forbicT!—be the commonc,emont^)f a real|y 
great calamity.” 

Sunday, Ja/nxiary • Vbth. — Kather* bright, cold 
weather. The firiiyg^’is less vigorous than duving.the 
last few days. The Chief slept bj^dly last night, and 
had Wollma*nn called up at ♦ a.m. in order trt^telegraph 
to Lon^ion respecting Favia?. In the morning read 
despatches. Andrassy, the IIusgaTiaif Premier, declared 
to our iVmbassgidor in Vienna that he not oidy approved- 
of^Beyst’s despatch (^.December 20th^ and shared the 
views therein expressed rtfspecting the new Gerhiiny, 
but had desired and recommended such a policy all 
along.% He had “always §aid we should reach out our 
hand to Germany and shake our Tist at Russia.” The 
reservation at the commencemenf of the dcicument in. 
question mi^ht have been omitted, as the reorganisation 
of Gerrnany does not alfect th» Treaty Prague. 

IHe letters^.in which the German Princes declare 
wtheir approval of the King of Bavaria's proposal for the 
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fc'estoral^d&of-tliv iixi^erial dignity air e3f>re8S prac^cally 
tlie 8 am^_’V 7 ews. 'Only the elder l^ne of ^tho, Reu8|j 
family waa'moved'to”'-its consent upon^'different 
^ouhd^. It regards' the infperial title‘s a« “ an oma^ 
mental badge of the dignity of the Federal Cfommaptter- 
in-Ohief,' and <ff the sight of Presidency.” The letter^ 
tl^ei;! continues, literally ^ “ I <lo this • (that is appro’<;e), 
^ fully confident that the bestowal cjf this dignity upon 
his Majesty bthe King of Prussia will hot. ajEiect tlie 
newly-establish^ relations of the Confederation." ©ber- 
regierungsrath Wagner drafted the answers to these 
letters of approval, as also the proclamation to the 
German people concerning the Emperor andr the Empire, 
which is'>to be published shortly. I hear that he some- 
timfes draws up the speech from the throne, as he has a 
©egtain loftiness of style which the Cnief likes. Read 
a letter from King William tb the Chancellor written in 
his own hands Contents : On the 10th of January 
Prince Luitpold requested an audience of our Majesty. 
This was granted ^to him before dinner. The Prince 
then deliyered a message cfrom the King of Bavaria, 
suggesting that the Bavarian army should be ^relieved 
from/> taking the '•mi^lta,^ry oath of obedience to the 
^sFederal Commander-in-Chief, and thf^t Jhe stipulation 
to that effect should be struck out of the treaty, with 
Bave-fia. The Prince urged, as an argument in support 
of this proposal, that such a stipulation as that in ques¬ 
tion limited the sovereignty' of the King of Buvaria. 
No such obligation had been imposed upon the South 
• German States during the present war, and the obedi¬ 
ence* and loyalty of the Bavarian sirmy might be taken 
as a matter o^ course im the united Germany of the 
future. He also observed incidentally d^hat the Reason 
why the dissatisfaction • in Bavaria was so great w«q * 
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becaTJ|ie it had'Vbe^ ho^eH mat t^ie 4 mp>er«fl .dignity^ 

would l^e Mfeld alternately by Bafvaritt and Pri^sia. l!Ke 

King r(»plied that he ci®ui^- aOl give aoo immedfate 

^swer to thjs^tmforeseen Memand : he must liAt lool# 

# « » 
thjp^s^gh the treaties. For the monient he could onlj.^ 

say that by yielcBttg in theo matter of tHe militiary oath 

he^%voi>ld offend the other,Princes, £;ind that they^ m^ght* 

put forward a> similar demand, which would loosen th^ 

ties thart^wpre'’to bind thej^ew Germany together. *That 

would Necessarily domage the King of Bavaria’s position 

in particular, as the conefessions mad«^ to Bavafia were 

already regarded with great disfavour by public opinion. 

King Willicm writes that he said nothing whatever 

about the alternation of the imperial dignity. Xhe Chief 

telegraphed to Werther (Minister-#t Munich) that" the 

proposal respe'etihg the military oath could not be 

entertained. ’ , 

The Chief dined wiiih the King to May. Nothing 

worthy of note w'as smd at our table. After dinner I 

again read drafts and despatches. Amongst the latter 

was a lettet from King Boiwis to the Chwncellor, in 

which Ije thanks the MinistA for his good wishes for 

the new year, and 'reciprocate.^, i;lf^m.' lie then claims 

an extension o^ territory on the ground of the imp6rt-> 

awce ,of Bavaria and, the gallant -co-operation of her 

troops. From the construction of tlie sentence' 5t is 

not quite clear whethef this extension oT territory is 

intend»d for Bavaria herself, but very probably it is. 

Called to the Chief at 9 p.m.' I am to write an 

article, based upon official docum'ents, on our position, 

towards American ships conveying contraband of .war. 

In doing so T am ^ be guid»d by the ^ 13th article of 

the ^Pteaty of J799. We cannot seize such vessels, but 

.only detain them, or seize the contraband* goods, for 

VOL. I ■ il H 
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^whicL. a ^ceip® iai|8t be' giVen, anfi; irtt both ca^s we 
uthst ma^e fair compensation. ' ^ * r 

Monday Jamcet/r^ cie^/^j-o-Thawing. uA. (iull sty, 
with aSitrong sovfcth-west win'd. It is •agayi impossible 
to see far„ but no further shots are heard since yest^js^ay 
aftemooli. Hafc the bombaofdment si#»pped V Or does 
thb wihd prevent the sohnd fi;pm reaching us ? 

* In the morning I read Trochu’s letter to Moltke, in 
which he coryplains that our'projectiles have,struck the 
hospitals in tJte south of Paris, although flags (nv/ire 
hung oVit indicatingtheir character. He is oh opinion 
that this cannot have been by accident, and calls 
attention to the international treaties jccording to 
which s,\ich institutions are to be held inviolable. 
Moluke strongly rea'vnted the idea of its having been 
WJ any way intentional. The humane manner in which 
we hf*'Ve conducted the wap> “ so far as the character 
which was given to it l>y the 'French since the 4th of 
September permitted,” secured * us against any such 
suspicion. As soon as a clearer atmosphere and greater 
proximity to Paris enabledcrus to recognise the Geneva 
flag on the buildings in (question it might be possible 
to ayoid even accidtrirtpl Treitschke writes 

jeq'uesting me to ask the Chief if, in viqw of his deaf¬ 
ness, he should allow himself fo be elected fpr the 
Reiejh^tag. ' I lay the letter before the Minister, who 
says; “He must know from 'experience how far his 
infirmity is a hindrance. For my part, I shoaild be 
extremely pleased ifi he were elected. Write him to 
that ,clfect.. Only he should not speak too much. ” 

Prince Pleas and Majtzahn dine with us. We learn 
that the proclamation tc the German people is to' be 
read the day after to-morrow, at the.,festival ^ the 
Orders, whiph will be" held in the Gallerie des Glaces^ at. 
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the P^ace. Tke^, in the*mi^st o^a lyillian4fa^einbly||. 
J;he proclaimed -Emperor. ^I^tachmehts^ 

o:^ troops with their fla^^^he*generals, t]fc§ tjhanc^lor ^ 
V the Confi^dfc^tion, and a numbcB of^prindblj^ |)er- • 
sowj^es will attend. The (*hief,hae altered.his mind 
as to letting Fs^e pass* through ouf lines,* aad has 
^|^ttetl him a* letter ifrhich* amounts to a'refilsal^' 
“Favre,” he »ai3^ “with his demancf to be allowed* Co 
attend* Jhg Conference i^f London, remiijis me the 
way»cftildren play l^he-game of Fox'milie Hole. , They 
touch and then run off* to * plage wliere th(^ cannot 
be caught. But he must swallow the potion he has 
brewed. His honour requires it,.and, so I wrote him.”.»< 
This change of view was due to Favro’s circuJ#ur of the 
12 th of January. Later on, the^ilhief said he belteved • 
he was going‘to* have an attack of gout. Altogether* 
he was not in good humoar. AVhile he was reckoning 
up the fortresses taken by us, ,Holst^in addressed a 
remark to him. Thi? Chief looked straight at him .with 
his large grey eyes, and said in a dry cutting tone : 

“ One shotlld not be inljirrupted w'hen engaged in 
countigg. I have now' losC count altogether. What 
you want to say ifiigh^ be sai-i |rfter.»’ 


i.here introduca ,a survey ot »this incident, wrtn 
particulars of documents •which aftei^ards’came'fjp my 
knowledge. * 

Fovre, as Minister foi* Foreign Affairs, was informed 
on the 17th of November (in a despatch from 
Chaudordy, dated from Tours, on €he 11th of ^he month).^ 
that it had been reported from .Vienna, that the Russian 
Government no longer considered itself bound by the 
8tip*tllationa of, the Treaty of' 1856. *FavTe replied 
I imaaediately. While recommencing the Jbtrictest re- 

H «H 2 
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Neerve, the 0 receipt ot official i^foJniation, hff. said 

that no o^^rtunit^^ shc^xldbe neglected of ^iaphasis^g 
the right o^»|France^ to* tah^opSart in such int^fnatioh^ 
deliberations as the Russian declaratiofi inight provokC 
Negotiations were ‘then conducted,'both verballyf^ffnd 
in Writing, bet’^een the various Powefs and the Frei^h^ 
“Prbyisibnal Grovernnieht, in* which ’the Prenhh tm- 
deavoured to induce the representatives oi? those 
Powers to a(3mit the justice'*,of their contention, that 
the representatives of France “ would be bound m^Hty 
to bring up "at the same tim‘e for discussion "another 
matter of entirely different import.” The Delegation 
at Tohrs, while giving expression to these- views, was 
of opini<Mi. that any invitation given by Europe should 
be dfecepted, even, shVkild no promise be obtained before¬ 
hand, nor ex'en an armistice. On the 31st of December, 
Garabetta wrote to Favre : *' You must be prepared to 
leave Paris, to> attend the London Conference if, as is 
stated, Fngland has succeeded in obtaining a passport.” 
Before this communication arrived, Favre had an¬ 
nounced to- Chaudordy that ^ffie Government ’had decided 
that France, “ if called u'pon in regular form,” would 
sendca representative“^to the London Conference, pio- 
yidfed its Parisian representatives, who were verbally 
invited by England? were supphed with the necessaty 
paae^hrt. To this the English Cabinet agreed, and 
' .Chaudordy informed Favre in a'despatch which arrived 
in Baris on the 8th of January, and also containfed the 
announcement, that he, Favre, had been appointed by 
^.the Government to represent France at the Conference. 
Thisc communication wae confirmed in a l#tter from 
Lord Granvdffi to Favre,'*dated the 29th of December, 
and received in Paris, on the 10th of'January, l^hich 
ran as folios: ^ - 
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“ijM. de yh!iu(Krdy hsis infornl®d I*ord iJyojis that® 
yojir Ejcc^ency been projpbsed’ as tlv3 ^represent- ’ 
^tfve of^j^ratice at tbe Cdtif^^reifce. 'He ha^at tbe SMiie 
thne reque3te(? that I should procure ,a paaaptfrt *p*er* 
miTfeip^ your Excellency to‘go through the. Prussianp 
^lines. I immediately requested Count Bornstdtff to 

aslf fot such a passport, «.nd to s<md it to you 1^^ a“* 
Germafl officer with a dag of truce. was inf 9 TmeA 
> yesterday .by Count BeriJ,ltorfF that a paifeport Ijc 
at;y<?ur Excellency’^5 disposal on its bei^g. demanchjd at 
the Gerfia^ headquarter^ by an officer despatelied from 
Paris for the purpose. He added that it cannot be 
debvered b;y» a German officer, so long as satisfaction is 
not given to the. officer who was fired at while acting 
as the bearer .of a flag of truce, .f* I am informecf by 
M. Tissot, that much time would be lost jDefore tljne 
communication could be forwarded to you by the dele¬ 
gation at Bordef\ux, and I have •accordingly proposed 
to Count Bernstojd^T^another way in which it miay bo 
transmitted to you. Requesting ^our Excellency to 
permit me ’to take this op^oftunity of expressing my 
satisfaction at entering int6 personal communication 
■w^th you, &c." ’ ** 

Fayre rega^d(^ +he last sentence in this letter as ^ 
r^ogfiiition of the pfaeent French Goyernment, and an 
invitation that ^le might 'take, advantage of to a*d*dresa 
the Powers in London oh French affairs. In the circular 
of th^ 12th of January’ which he addressed to the 
French Ministers, he says ;—• . * 

“ The Government, djrectly invited in this despatch,., 
cannot, yithout surrendering the rights of France, refuse 
the invitation thus conveyed to. her. df; may certainly 
be oBjected tlyst the time for a discussion concerning 
' tfie neutralisation of the. Black'Sea has not been happily 
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Chosen. feut'th© very fact th/it the E^irvpe^n Pi^wers 
should th^ have entereS into relations with the'Preach? 
Republic at'^^tjie present 'dfeeihsive moment ’^hen Franc^ 
ik fighting singlerBanded for fier honour‘arfd. existence, 
Ifends it an exceptioifal stgaificance. It is the /^^a- 
^mencement of a^tardy “exerci^i'e of juslJfce, an obligation 
wl\ich cannot agajm be ren6unced.' ? It endues ^ke 
cliange of Government with the authority of, inter,- 
nhtion?il law, fcnd leaves a nation which is free notwith¬ 
standing its v/’d'inds to appear ih ap independeht 
position upon the '^stage of the world's history, face to 
face with the ruler who led it to its ruin, and the Pre- 
' tenders who desire to reduce it into subjectf6n to them¬ 
selves. Furthermore, who does not feel that France, 

' admitted to a plac??'* amongst the representatives of 
' Europe, has,, an unquestionable right to raise her voice 
in that council ? Who can prevent her, supported by 
the eternal laws'of justice, from defending the principles 
that' secure her independence and dignity ? She will 
surrender none of, those principles. Our programme 
remains up41tered, and Eufbpe, who has invited the 
man who promulgate^ that programme, knowr very 
well that it is his deterrrination “and duty to m£^.intaio 
it There should, therefore, be no hesitation, and the 
Government would have committed a grave erroivif it 
had declined the overtures made to it. 

“ While recognising that fact, however, the Govern¬ 
ment consider, eis I do, that the Minister for Foreign 
Afiairs should not leave Paris during the bombardment 
pf the‘city by the enemy, unless greater interests were 
at stake.” (Then follows* a long senl^imental lamenta¬ 
tion; as to thfr damage c&used by the “rage of the 
aggtresBor ” in throwing bombs into churftJaes, hospitaja, 
iker, with tiie intention, of “ spreading terror,” 
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The ij^ocume^t ^hen proeeedB) : *<^ 001 ^ bravJ? Parisiani. 
populatjoil^feels itjs courage rise*as the danger; increae^a. 
^ttus e:£a^erated and ftidignahl;, but ai^knated a i 
fitm r^olvef ft 'will not yield. 'The- people a/e more - 
de? 6 » 9 XLined than eVer to fight and conquer, and we alsox 
^Ijsannot think oj^ separating mr^elf frfmi the'fn during 
thi!^ ci*isis. Perhaps it ’wdl soon be bro*ught to'a cfose* 
by the protests addressed to Europe and to the membeth 
of the Corps tliplomatiqu^T present in Paijs. England 
ny^l ‘understand that until^ then riiy ^place is \n the 
midst q 7 *^2/ fallow citizens.” . . ' ’ , * 

Favre made the same declaration, or rather the first 
half of it, two days before in the reply sent to’Gran- V' 
ville’s despatch, _in which he says; ‘1 canned assume 
the right to legive m^ fellow citizQift at a moment \then * 
they are subjected to such acts of violem^ ” (against * 
“ an unarmed population,”’as—-in the line immcdi,jitely 
preceding—he describes’a strong fortress with a garrison 
of about 200,000 ^soldiers and militia). He then.con- 
tinues : “ Communicatiops betweei^ Paris and London, 
thanks to those in commJfcid of the besiegi^ig forces ” 
(w'hat .naivete !) “ are so sloA^ and uncertain that with 
tj;>e best will I cannot act in ac^Rrditfnce with the derms 
of thp invitfvtiqp contained in your despatch. Yqji 


h*hvevgiven me to understand thai? the Conference will 
meet on the 3r.d of !!^ebfuary^ and ^ill tAen pfo^pably 
adjourn for a week. Having received this information 
on th* evening of the I0i£h of January, I should not be 
able to avail myself in time of yohr invitation. jBeaides, 
M. de Bisma:^ck, in forjvarding the despatch, did not 
enclose^the^ pass^rt, which, nevertheless, is absolutely 
esa^ntiak He demands that n French pfficer shall pro¬ 
ceed to the G^^tman headquarters to receive it, on the 
of a complaint addressed i;o ihe Qoveisnor of Paris 
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. ^vlth. regaf^ t© t^e treatment *bf the ^erfte:^ of a of 
■^trtfce, an, incident* which occurred ^on th^ 33rd ^of 
, Defcetnben\,i^. de'Bismarck *adds that idic/Pruasih^. 
Cofnlnafider-in-Chief has forbidden all Communication 

• t _ 

under flags of truce imtil eatisfactiofi is given fo 5 ^*The 
incident In que^ion. J do aot inquine whether suchj,^ ^ 


*de(7isioii, contrary to,the‘law8 of war,*ie not an aflsoifite 
denial of a higher right, always hitherto niaintalned ip. 
the cotfiduct hostilities, whifh recognises the* exigen¬ 
cies o:^ a situation a*hd the claims of humane feeling. •; I 
confine fiayseff to ‘informing ybur Excellency, tijat the 
Governor of Paris hastened to order an inquiry into the 


f.,..incident referred to by M. de Bismarck, a»id that this 


inquiry lu’ought to his knowledge muci^ more numerous 
* instances of similar «>s^qnduct on the parj; of Prussian 
»sentries which had never been mad6 a pretext for 
interrupting the usual exchange of communications. 
M. de BismarcJ^ appwjars to have a<jknowledged the 
accu^acy,of these remarks, at least jin part, as he has 
to-day commission!^ the United States Minister to 
inform me <that, with the ueservation of inquiries on 


both sides, he to-day re‘-establishes communications 
under^flags of truce, ^jbfere is, tlierefore, no nec^essitj^ 
for El French officer to go to the Pru.ssipndieadqua,rters. 
I will put myself in communicatiorc wdth the Minister df 
' the Pelted Slates tor the purpbse, of receiving the pass¬ 
port which you have obtained fbr me. As soon as it 
reaches my hands, o/txd the- situcition in JP ctris 
me, I shall proceed t© London, confident that I shall 
not appeal ip vain in the nam§ of my Government to 
the principles of j ustice and morality^ in secur^pg due 
regard for which Europe has such a great interest.” , 
So far M. Ji'avre. The condition of ‘[fans had* uot 
altered* the protests addressed to Europe had not put 
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an to th^ crisis, nor foul3 the^haxe don^ whei# 
Fa^re, ©n^anuary 13th, that fe, three da^g»^fter tte* 
ylefter td ^rinville, and Jh(? Say* of th^*issue of ^lis 
circular to, representatives oT Frtyice abroad, sen^ 
thdXoUowjng desp’atch to,the Chaftcellor of»the Con* 

^ federation:— - • . 

•*“ M. le ComlJe,’^—Lord* Granville ,informs me irv ^jis” 
dpspatdh of Deceiiiber 29th, which I,received gn tlie 
evening*of January lOth^that your ^Excaflency, Jit jllb 
rejju^st of the Eugtish Cabinet, holAs f/ passport at my 
disposaJ.*\ehich is necessary to enable* the Freiieh Pleni¬ 
potentiary to the London Conference to pass through 
the Prussiaitf lines. As I have been appointed to that* 
office, I have the. honour to request your Excifllency to 
give instructicms to have this paS^ort; made out in my 
name, sent to jne as speedily as possible.” ^ ,** 

I reproduce all these Solely with the object of illus¬ 
trating the great, difference between the* character and 
capacity of Eavra and of Bismarck. Compare* the 
foregoing documents whfcli those w^iich the Chancellor 
drafted. *tn the formed, indecision, equivocation, 
affectation, and fine phrases, ending in the very 
opposite of what had* been «n|pljafically laid d»wn a 
few lipes or a fgw^days previously. In the latter, op 
tRe Qontrary, decisiba, simplicity,'apd a,natural and 
purely businesfv-like spanner.. On January* 16t& the 
Chancellor replied to Eavre as follows (omitting the 
introdlictory phrases) ;— 

“ Your Excellency understands that, at the sugges- 
, tion of the (xovemmeat of Great Britain, I hold a, 
passpoi^ at, youi;^di8po8al for 'the purpose of enabling 
you to take part in the Lbnffon Cbnference. That 
sn^osition is,«tiowever, not correct. I coffi[d not enter 
* into official negotiations, whitffi would be based on the 
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•^reaupp^sitioA tibat*^lie Govejnmenx m ^Jjationa) De- 

, fence is, fording fo infternational lav, 4^^ a ^oaition^to 
% act^n the nd^e of ^andh,’|cr lt5ng at least is.jl’lias rfo^ 
* Ifeen'recognised hy thS French, nation itsMif ^ ^ 

• “I presume thht • the‘o^cer in command .o^^ur 
outposts would^*have granted your Hftcellency perinig- ^ 
sictfi* to pass thipwgh the • Germ^rC lines if* ySur 
j7xceJh?ncy had applied for the same at th5^ headcjjiarte^p 
of thefbesiegmg forces. The Matter would hitv 0 had no 

reasoir to take* ;Jfeour Excellency’s political j)osition*atd 
tfie object*'oF your journey into consideration, ajid the 
authorisation granted by the military authorities to 
"pass th rough our lines, which, from their'’standpoint, 
they need not have hesitated to grant,, would have left 
the Ambassador 6f 1?^ Majesty the King in London a 
‘ free hand tp deal without prejudice with the question 
whether, acc( 7 rding to international law, your Excel¬ 
lency’s declare tions cGuld be accepted, as the declara¬ 
tions of'France. Yoiir Excellency ■ has rendered the 
adoption of such ,a course impossible by officially 
communicafing to me the; ffiSject of your journey, and 
the official request for a passport for ,the purpose of 
representing France atrtfhe Conference. The abov^- 
n?entioned political considerations, iil sujj^^ort of which 
I must adduce the declaration wffich your ExceEency 
has published, forbid me,to accede to your request for 

such a document. 

'** '•« 

“ In addressing this communication to you, I*’must 

leave it to yourself and your Government to consider 

,jKrhetlrer it is possible to find another way in which the , 

scruples above mentioned may be overcome, vand all 

prejudice arising from youf presence in London m^^.be 

avoided. ' • , 

“ But even if some such way .should be discovered, I * 
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take ^he to questi*on whetlier ii; aeP«^ble foi% • 

joyp Eio^ency %t the presenl^moment t<j J^ve Paris 

yottf,pdBt as meiflbe^ ‘of *th^ Gk)ve: 5 ^«Qeiit < 

i?h order to^takfe^art in a tJonferehce 6p the qu^tioh of 

thd^hu^ Sea, at a*time w^en inter^ts of mu«h greater 

^iipportance to Fr}»ice and Germany thaSi Arti^e XT. of 

th^ Treaty of 1^6 are at* stake in J^ari-s. Your Ej;cel- 

l^cy \^ould atso liiave behind you in Paris the ^gen<^ 

of neutml‘States and th\ members of tli^ir staffe wh?) 

• •* # 

ha;re* remained tht^e, or rather l^een ^«pt thero^ not- 

withstapdpig tte fact that they hahe. lohg»since oVi- 
tained permission to pass^ through the German lines, 
and are thet’oforc the more specrally committed To the •* 
protection and ciire of your Excelhuicy as the*Minister 
for Foreign A’ffairs of the de facto '^overnimmt. * * 

“ I can hardily believe that in a critical^ituation„tT) 
the creation of which you* have so largely covtnibeifed, 
your Excellency ;A'ill deprive yourself ot /he possibility 
of co-operating tow^irds that solution, for whiclwyoi* are 
equally respon.sible.” 


I now let the cKary resume^ it^mu'rativc. 

• • ***.., 

Tuesday, Jarkiatry 17th. —We were joined at nmnor 

bf^ the Saxon, Count* No.stiz-Wallwftz, who^ it is under¬ 
stood, is to take jap an jidministrative^ppoyitflient here, 
and a Herr Winter, or von Winter, who is to be Prefe^ct at 
Chartrtis. On some one referring to the future military 
operations, the Chief observed : f I think that when, 

, with God’s h^lp, we have taken Paris, we shaM noh, 
occupy iJ> wjth oqj* troops. That w'ork may be le^t to 
the .National Guard in the efty. Alsd a. French com¬ 
mandant. Wa^hall occupy merely the fort^ and walls. 

* Everybody will be permitted* to enter, but nobody to 
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feieave. §ierefore, te a great^ prtso^ until,? they 

consent tgopj^ke pe&ce.”*’ • , t. ^ o 

The Mii&f^er th^n spOke^ to*Nostiz about tiki's Frenffch^ 
Conseil^ G^n^raijx, an'd said We should' fty to come to 
an understanding with them.^ They would form^a,)^bd 
field ^hbre for further political operati?>ns. “ So far § 1 ^ 
’^hg i?iilitary side of^the affair is concerned,” he continued, 

I arcj, in favour^of greater concentra,tion’. We'shoulcJ 
i/bt go beyonij a certain line, Wt deal with that portion 
thoroughly, maki;ig the adrninistration eftectual, ‘arid '^n 
particular , collect the taxos. The military ^ut^iorities 
are always for advancing. They have a centrifugal 
-plan of operations and” I a centripetal. It ifc a question 
whether we ought to hold Orleans, an4 even whether it 
would not be bettefl*‘.to retire also from Rouen and 
Atpiens, Iq the south-east—I do not know why—they 
want«to go as far as Dijon. And if we cannot supply 
garrisons for eyiery plstce within' our sphere of occupa¬ 
tion,« we .should from time to time send a fiying column 
wherever they sho^^,themselves, recalcitrant, and shoot, 
hang and 2>hrn. When thatPhas been done a couple of 
times they will learn sense.” Winter was of opinion 
that the mere app'eajraijcto of a »detachment of troops 
entrusted with the task of restoring ,prd,er, would be 
sufficient in such ^i^ricts. The ^hief: “I am rupt rib 
sure.* A Httle hanging ■^j^ould certainly have a better 
effect^ and a few shells thrown in and a couple of houses 
burned down. That reminds me of the Bavariafl who 
said to a Prussian officer of artillery ; ‘ What do you 
* .^hink,»comrade ; shall we set that little yillage on fire, 
or onty knock it about a Mttle ? ’ but they decidgd after 
all to set it on.firb.” , * 

I do nbt now remember how it was ‘that the Chief 
came to speadr again of his lettei; he wrote yesterday to 

4 . ^ XX 
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Favre. “ I hane ^ven hifia Clearly, to .undepslapd tha% . 
It woul^ dfJ^do, and that I ,co*ld Aot belie>{e*that*lio*’ 
wrho had’t^ken part* in affair t)f the 4tH^*f ^eptenftjer 4 

^•»ould fail t*) <fe^ait the Issue. •! wrote the Jfett^r ia t 
FresctT first because I do not regard* the correspondenca 
as omciM tut ratl^er as private, ajid thA in older‘that 
eiifSTy ane may be* able t» read it. in fhe Frenfih lilie^ 
until it reaches hjm.” Nostiz asked how diplomatic 
correspopdence in gener^Jl was now cop/lucted. • Tine 
C^irf In Germaa. Formerly it \^as^u, French., But 
I have introduced German—only, hgwtjvcr, wi^hH^abinets 
whose language is understood in our own Foreign Office. 
England, Italy and* also ’Spain—^even Spanish flan be» 
read in case of need. Not with Russia, as I am#the only 
one in the Foreign Office who tlnderstands Ru^ian. * 
Also not with* Holland, Denmark and Sweden—people • 
do not learn those.languages as a rule. 'J^ey wrjte in 
French and we .reply in the same la 4 ;^uage.” At 
Ferriferes I t^ioke.'fi.o Thiers” (he meant Fayre),“in 


French. But I told hipi that was only because I was 
not treating with him officially. ?Ie laughed, where¬ 
upon I^said to him ; ‘You -^dll see that we shall talk 
plain German to y*ou i» the ns^^^lCiations for peace# ” 

At* tea we Jiejr from Holstein that the bombardrfient 
oti tli,e south side bs^ been* stopped^ Blumenthal, who 
was always against it, Jia'^ing got his^way. It isd^t^ped, 
however, that the Crcs^ Pcince of Saxony will proceed 
vigorously with the bothbardment on the north side. 
One would like to tell this to otir own Crown Prince, 


and to ask him what wo,uld be said when it .was known^ 
that th^Saxons had forced Paris to capitulate? “ Unless 
you are quite certain of that,’i said Wagoner, “ and have 
it on* absolut^y trustworthy authority, do rPot let the 
Chief hear of it. I should mot *like to guarantee that 



5 45-8 PROCLAMJ^TION OF [Jan. 18, 1871 

"-:-^^^^1-:—fc.— 

that cBa^ he woijjd not be off to-morrow. He is a 
" volcano vjhose action is incalculable, and h\i does no^, 
stahd joke^oih such ftiatterg.’iv Holstein, ho\Vever, ep-. 
pears to have been< misinformed. -'At least Cov*iit 
.DbnhoflF, .who came ,in afterwards, declared thab<mur 

siege < gittis in the soijth were also ^t work, out that 

■* 

’owing to the south-west winchwe did,not hear the firipg, 
and,moreover,itwas not so heavy as during the preceding 
days.., Fire '.v^ould probably ye opened to-mon^ow from 
Stf. I^enis upQUr the city, a pleasant surprise foi ^he 
inhabitants of thc<^northei;n quarters. 

^Veclnesclay, JctnuciTy 18t7i. —In the morning read 
despatches and newspapers. Wollmann telfs me that an 
order ha,s been issued promoting our Chief to the rank of 
■ Lietitenant-General." When Wollmann took the order 
- to him and congratulated him, the Chancellor threw 
it apgrily on the bed and said : “ What is the good of 
that to me?^”^ (‘‘ ik mich dcivpr kooje ?”—low 

Gerpian^dialect.) Doubtless imagiiiqtion, but it appears 
to be correct that the Minister is to-day in very bad 
humour amd exceptionally ifsritable. 

The festival of the Orders and the Proclam,SLtion of 
the Qerman Empire aftd^, Fmperoi; took place in the great 
hali of the palace between 12 and- 1.30^. p.m. It was 
held with much military pomp ,qnd ceremony, i^nd ®i8 
said,'to have been a very magnificent and imposing 
spectacle, bn the meantime I to(jk a long walk with 
Wollmann. 

The Chief did not dine with us, as he was bidden to 
jthe l^mperpr’s table. On his^ return I was called to 
him .twice to receive instructions. His voicq^ was an 
unusually weak,, .voice, and looked very tired and worn 
out. * 

The Chief has received a communication from a 
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number of dij^ofiata wlto ^ave.renMined^.fcehind ii^ 
faris* K^Hf, the Swiss "Minisl^r, who* is their^'spokes-*' 
^ m^, re^^ests the Chaneejlor use his lihituencef in 
oisder to oot^ik permission* fhr th(k pergons^comnfcitttsd to 
their j^ot^ction to leave tlip eit^. . A? the same tim§ 
our figffl to bomb|ird Parish is questioned, and‘it du in- 
^siiwatod. that wii dntentipnally fire at "djuildings that* 
ought to be roepected. The reply iff to point out Tlfait 
we ha^^e g,lrdhdy repeatedly, through Iheir dipl<Jmat^ 
representatives, called the attention." o^ tTie citizeji3*of 
neutral states living in Paris to the <»nse(:pienoes of the 
city’s profonged resistance. This was done as early as 
the end of» Septeihber, S,nd ag^in several times in^ 
October. Furthermore, we have for months pas^ allowed 
every citizen "of a neutral State, vilio was able to •give < 
evidence of hts nationality, to pass through our lii\es ^ 
without any difficulty. At»the present time, for military 
reasons, we can only expand that permission to members 
of the Corps* DipK^maticpie. It is lyn. our faiilt if 
.subjects <T neutral states have not^iitlierto availed 
themselves t)f the permission to see^r a plarte of safety 
for then’ persons and their pwjperty. Fither fhey havn^ 
not wished to leavt;, or^ they net been allowjjd to 

do so by those who ,at present hold power in Paris. *We 
are fylly justified. international law in bombarding 
Paris, as it is a fortress, the principal Tortrdss.of Prance 
—an entrenched* camp which serves tlie em?my as a base 
of offi^nsive and defensi'^e action against our arlnie^. 
Our generals cannot, therefore, lai ex 2 )ccted to refrain 
from attacking it, or to handle ft with velvet gjoves.^ 
Furthermt)re, bhe object of th§ bombardment is r^ot to * 
destroy the'eity, l5ut to captiro; the fortress. If our fire 
renders residenae in Paris uncomfortable and dangerous, 
thofee who recognise that fact ought not to l^ave gone to 
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^ve in a t^wn, oS* should' f'bt^have remained 

th.'Ci'e. . They may,'’therefore, address theif'^'omplaint^ 
not' to us, ijat to tho«e .who^ toansformed Pari* inta a ^ 
ferfr^ssj^and ^ho now use its dbrtificati^/nra ,a3 an instm*- 
qaent of tN^r against ua* Finally, ouv artillery does^not 
inteiitionully firw at private houses and^ benevolent insti¬ 
tutions® such a'a hospitals, &c,. That should be.und^r-* 
stood as a matter of course from the care 'With which we 
h^ve observed tlie provisions 6f the Geneva Cpnyention. 
Suiih ^.ccidents as do occur are due to the great (distance 
at which^’we are tiring. It cannot, however, be tolerated 
that Paris, which has been and still is the chief centre 
of military resistance, .should ‘bring forward, these cases 
as an argument for forbidding the vigorous bombard¬ 
ment which is intended to render the city untenable. 
\yirote articles to the above effect. " 

Thursday, Tanuary \'^th.r ^—Dull weatfier. The post 
has not been deliverecl, and it io ascertained on inquiry 
that dhe railw^ line has been destro^^ ed affa place called 
Vitry la Ville, near Chalons. From 10 a.m. we hear a 
rather vigorous cannonade/', in which field guns ulti¬ 
mately join. I write two articles on the sentimental 
reporf of the Jouirxa^ Dehats, according to which 

OUT' shells only strike ambulances, mothers with their 
daughters, and babies in swaddling.clothes. WhaJ evd- 
mindfed shells ! 

■ Keudell fells us at lunch tliat co-day’s cannonade 
ayas tiirected against a great" sortie with twenty-four 
battahons and numerous guns in the direction of La 
Pelleand Saint Cloiid. In my room after lunch 
*Wollpaann treats me to a number, of ancpdotes of 
doubtful authengticity. According to him the Chi^f 
yesterday ('remarked to the King, when his Majesty 
changed th^, Minister’s tiUe to that of Chancellor of 'the 
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Empire, that new fltl^ brocvght^ him,»1biito \>ad f 

<;ompa'hj. ^/fo which the King* replied that, titie KsJd* 
^coEttpanj**woiild be transfeiyned* tht# good t^jmpany^on 
:iiiii joining it^*(From whom <?an •Worfmanif B.aVw 
beard t^at ?) My gossip also* informs me that ihe King* 
made*a Slip of the^tongue yesterday at tile palate, "when 
in ^«.nn«uncing bis, assumption *of ^he trtle of Efnpefor* 
he added the •words “by the Grace of God.” Tlii# 
requires ^tg be confirmedn^ by some mor(^* trustworthy 
au^erity. Another story of M'’olldTai:^’^ seems ^oSre 
probable? namely, that the J^Itijiistct i^ends nn,a*written 
request to the King, almost every day, to be supplied 
with the rejiDrts of the General. Staff respecting the , 
English coal ships "sunk by our people near Rouen. He 
used iu the isame way to telegrapli day after day to 
Eulenburg whd has always been very dilatory ; “ AVhat 
about Villiers '?*” And before that in Berlin he Iqid a 
request addressed to Emlenburg .at lef^t once every 
week: Would‘he kindly have the draftym the,district 
regulations sent forward as early as ;^os^ble ? 

Towards* 2 o’clock, when^lie rattle m the miy^railleuse 
could be clearly distinguished* and the French artillery 
was at the outside 5nly*half a mile in a 8tr§.ight 

line frdbi Versg,illes,^he Chief rode out to the aquedhet 
afoMajly, whither th« jCing and tho Crown Prince were 
understood to have gone. 

The affair must Ifave caused some anxiety at 
Versailies in the meantime, as we see that the Bavefriarw 
troops have been called out. They are posted in la^g^ 
masses in the Place d’Aripes and ‘the Avenui^ de Paris. , 
The French are ^mped, sixty thousand strong it is 
sajdj beneafh Mont Val6rien •and in thp ^fields to the 
east of it. They are understood to have captured the 
Mofltretout redoubt, and the village of Gmr«hes to the 
VOL. I *11 
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^■west o;f %aint wfiiclt is no^ *nuch more than 

“three-quar^rs of '^n hour from here, is iSfeo in theiy 
hands. Th^iv may‘ ft "da fostJed, advance farther »to-, 
'tnorroA;^ and oblige uS^ to withdraw frotrf Versailles, hit 
‘this' seems to be at least-an exaggeration. At dinner 
there" is scar6fely any taik of immediate*^ danger. 
’Geheimrath von Lbper, who is understood' to*',be 
Under Secretai'y in the Ministry of the" Royah House¬ 
hold,■‘•dines tvith us. We he^r that there ie ro longer , 
any danger for*;our communications in the south'^eSjSt, 
as Boufbaki; aftei^ pressing AVbrder ver}^ hard for three 
days without however being able to defeat him, has 
given up the attempt to relieve Belfort v^nd is now in 
full retreat, probably owing to the approach of Manteuffel. 
Thb Chief then refe^'s to a report that thS taxes cannot 
he collecteci in varioiis districts of the occupied territory. 
He .says it is difficult, indeed impossible, to garrison 
every place where the populatibn must be made to pay 
the taxes. ^‘yHor,” he adds, is'"^it necessary to do 
so ? Flying c^ugins of infantry accompanied by a 
couple qf 'guns are all thart is needed. Without even 
entering into the places,' the people should bf simply 
told^ ‘ If you do rtot^roduce tl>e taxes in arrear within 
tWb hours we shall pitch some shells in amongst you.’ 
If they see that we are In earnest they will ppy. *If 
not ’ the -place should be bombarded, and that would 
help in other cases. They must learn what war means.” 

• "The conversation afterwards turned on th€!> grants 
tt>at were to be expbeted after the conclusion of peace, 
o and . alluding to those made in 1866, the Chief said,, 
inter alia: “They should not be ^ grants-qf money. 
I at least w^„ reluctant '■ for a long time to accept, one, 
but at Fepgth I yielded to the temp^fation. Besides, 
it was worse still in myoase, as I received it not from' 
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the King but tbe^CHet. I ‘did fiof w&nt to takA' 

xn^\i 4 ^ frorD^ people with "whohi I h^* |‘ought * so 
bitterly»for ^ears. 

% “ Moreover, the King -^as to .sbme extent in ^ly debt, ' 

as € hfld sent him forty pounds of fine fresh* caviar—ti 
presentVor whicl^ he -made me .no refUrn. It ts’true 
ttytt perhaps he never received it.^ I^obably *thfit 
rascal Borck intercepted’it.” “ These i^ewards ought ^o 
have taken the form of gf^nts of land, as^an 1819 ; aifd 
tljert tl’as a good opportunity of doinj «o, partioularly 
in the crorner o*f Bavarirf whioJi we* acquired, .and which 
consisted almost entirely of State property.” 

While -w*e were alone at tea,- Bucher told me that*' 
“before the war he had a good deal to do'with the . 
Spanish affaif.” (This was not exactly news to mc,*as I * 
remembered that* long before that he suddenly ordei;6d * 
the Imparcial, an^l gave directions for various aaticles 
directed against ,Montjtbn.sier.) ddc ha^K negotiated in 
the matter with thj? Hohenzollerns, fatl^' and^^on,*and 
had also spoken to the Kjng on the in an audience 

of one hour's duration whi*h he had had \fjth him at 
Ems. , * 

Friduy, Janudi'y — t %m called to the Clhef at 

1^ o’clock. IJe jei.shes to have his reply to Kern’s conj- 
nfuni^tionT and the Jetter *in which he ^ declined to 
supply Favre ^with ^a ‘passport, publi.shed in* the 
Moniteur. * 

Botlen again came to dinner, at which we were also 
joined by Lauer and von Knobel^dorfF. The Chief jiifts 
very cheerful and talkatiye. He related, amongst-other*. 
things, ^^t whil^ he was at.Frankfurt he frequently 
rqpeived an^ accepted invitatituis from the Grand Ducal 
Court*at Darmgtadt. They had excellent shopling there. 

“ But,” he added, “ I have reason to believe that the 

i*l 2 
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'Grand Duejiess ^latjiilde tlid' not life gie. She said to 
‘some on^ at ^ that time »> ‘ He always standSacthere an<^ 
looks as im^prtant as’'ifr he,w^re the Grand I>Hke hijtn- ^ 
Self. * ” c ^ f.' ,, (f 

A ^ 

While, we were 43 mokiug our eigars, the "Crown 
Prirfefe’s ‘aide-d4^-campi.suddenly appeared, and/^eported 

‘thal^ Count-^ (I c^ould not <;atch the^name) had cotpe,'’ 

Ostensibly on behalf of, and under instructions from, 
Trochu, to aHk for a two dcbfs’ armistice in prder to 

f) ^ 

remote the woupded and bury those who fell in 'yester¬ 
day’s erfgogeinent; The Chief replied that the request 
should be refused. A few hours would be sufficient for 
the removal of the wounded and the burial',of the dead ; 
and, besides, the latter were just as well off lying on 
the' ground as they' would be under it. The Major 
returned shortly afterwards and announced that the 
King would come here ; and, hardly a quarter of an 
hour later, h|s,. Majesty arrived with ■fhe Crown Prince. 
They went wifSr the Chancellor into; the drawing-room, 
where a negatrVm^ answer was prepared for Trochu’s' 
messenger." c 

About 9 P.M. Bucher sent me up a couple offlines in 
pencil to the effect thj^othe letter to Kern should be 
pubhshed in the Moniteur to-morrow,, but that the 
communication to Favre ahould\ fee held over fpr the 
present. " , 

Saturday, January 21si.—^^At9.30 a.m. the Moni¬ 
teur is delivered, and contains'the Chief’s letter to* Favre. 
"^ry disagreeable ; but I suppose my letter to Bamberg 
«only arrived after the paper w^ printed. At 10 o’clock 
I an> called to the Minister, who says qj(.othing.i^out this 
mishap, although he has the newspaper before him, ^e 
is still in djed, and wishes the protest of. the Coiiite de 
Chambord against the bombardmeftt cut out for “tjjie 
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King. I th^ v«ri^ an artlcl^ for tt^ ^plms<^ Zeitun^ . 
«Hji a for the local jc^rntd. 

•Voig1!^;Ilhetz, Prince Futbns* the Bg^iarian (Munt 
^rghem war# %he Chancellor’s gueste^at*(iinnSr. * ICte . 
Bavarian brought Che pleasant n-jwf? that the.Ver^illee 
treaties Vere carried in the second chjftnber A Munich 
b^two votes orer the rkecessary j^wo-lhirds nfajority? 
The German Empire was, therefore, complete in evei^ 
respect.* Thereupon the ^hief invited tb^ company ■io' 
djiiA; the health o^the Kin^ of Ba^''a^i^ V who, aft^r all, 
has really^ helped us thrcfugh to a successful cprfblusion.” 

“ I always thought that it would be carried,” he added, 

“ if only bygone vote—but I had not hoped fcft* two.. 
The last good news from the seat of war will doubtless 
have contribiited to the result.” 

It was then rtientioncd that in the engagement tl>e • 
day before yesterdjiy the French brought a much larger 
force against us, than 'V'as thoxight a^ first, proj^ably 
over 80,000* nn^. The Montretoiaf redopbt ^ was 
actually in their handfi for some^lpurs, and also a 
portion of Garches an^ Saint Cloud. ^ The ^'yench had 
lost enprmously in storming the position—it was said 
:^200 dead and ^,004 woundcy^^ The Chancellof ob- 
servecf: “ Thij cc^pitwlation must follow soon. I imagine 
if may be even next jveek. * After the capitulation we 
shall supply the^m with provisions as a matter of’cQurse. 
But before they deli'^er up 700,000 rifles and 4,000 
guns ihey shall not get’*a single mouthful of bread-^ 
and then no one shall be allowed to leave. We ^gligll 
, occupy the forts and th(j walls and keep th§m on. short 
commoQp*until tlj«y accommodate themselves to a.peace 
aatjsfactory to us. After all liiere are still many persons 
of intelligencg* and consideration in Paris ^With whom 
it must be possible to come to some arrangement,” 
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, H Then T-fjJlowea a jearneu cnscussicm ^ tne difference 
l)tft'weeff t^je titles Ge*man hTmperor ” aruf®’’' ^^Irhperoii 
of Grerman^’hnd that'of .“ Jifiiperor of tlie Germans” 

, was alsff mooted. , After th'is'had gone oip for a while 
the ©hief, who hacUtahen no part irt it, asked: Does 
any one know the Latyi woril for saiy^age {AV'i>^scfi’t) ? ” 
'‘Abekeil answefed “ Far^imentum,” and I said Faa;ci-* 
nien.” The Cliief, smiling : “ Fureimentum or farcimen, 
it is ^11 the«^ame to me. ^Nescio quid, rniJ^i’ magis 
fa^'cigientum <“ Es ist mir Wiirst ” is sttnfent’s 

slang, afxd^meaiis hf i« & matter of tht utmcKit indif¬ 
ference to me.”) 

, ^ Sihnday, January^ 22n<:t.-—In the forenoon I wrote 
two parjjgraphs for the German new''spapers, and one 
X for the Moniteur, in< connection with which I was twice 
< Qftlled to see the Chief. ' 

Von Konneritz, a Saxon,t Genci’al von.Stosch, and 
Loper joined ns at diviner. There was nothing worth 
notipg in th^conversation except that' the Minister 
again insisted tl^t it would be only fair to invest the 
wounded with the Iron CFoss. “ The Coburger,” he 
went on, “said to me the<’other day, ‘It woulcj really 
be a satisfaction if -thS ^ojdiers ajso ^ot the Cross now.’ 
I replied, ‘ Yes, but it is less satisfiactory that we two 
should have received it.’ ” <= ,1 ' , * 

H^fondayi, January 2^rd.-—1 telegraph that the 
bombardment on the north side has made good progress, 
that the fort at Saint Denis h^S been silenced, and that 
an outbreak of fire has been observed in Saint Denis 
jtseff ^aa well as in Pai-is. AH, our batteries are firing 
Vigorpusly, although one .cannot hear.,^hem. So we are 
told by Lieutenant vonoUslar, of the Hussars, whp 
brings a letter to the Chief from Favre. What ckQ 
wan^? 
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Shortly aftQ^M. Bavfe arriyeo; and^Jftie Chan^ , 

jsellor* hadi^n interview" with .which last^S abou% 

tv^ an<i«. l^#ilf hours, in^the ,i»eajitime*lirftzfeWt ^nd ^ 
msmarckrBqlil^ni converst*d*dowih sta^s ill the draVJhg- 
room ■^ith’the gentleman wljo accoippdnied Favra» an^ 
who*?s i^dderstood to be Inji son-in-lawj»del Rk). , He is 
*a ^'portrait painter by p^ofes.sion, but'^ame with 'lii^ 
father-jn-law in'the capacity of secfetary. Both w%3)e 
treated ^ tp a! hastily iptprovised nieal,^»consisrJng <^f» 
cyj:lats* scrambled ^ggs, ham, &c., u’fiit^i^ will doubt^ss 
have be«n wekr)me to these'* poor maatyrs .to tteir own 
obstinacy! Shortly after 10 o’clock they drove ofl', 
accompanied by Hatzfeldt’, to thf lodgings assigned to^ , 
them in a house on the Boulevard du Roi, whefe Stieber 
and the military police also hafipcn to have .their i 
cjuartere. Hatzfeldt accompanied the gentlemen thepp., 
Favre looked very depressed. 

The Chief drove off to see t*he King at 10.30 p.m., 
returning in abouh*three-quarters of an Vour. He^ooks 


exceedingly pleased as he enters the n^m where we are 
sitting at tea. Fie first as^s me to^»ur him out a cup 
of jtea, and he eats a few mouthfuls of breaA with it. 
After a while he “say § to hi^ ^(«uein, “Do you ^ know 
t'his ? * and then whistled a short tune, the signal of the 
hunter thift he has. d>rougb.t dovm the deer. Bohlfen 
replies, “ Yes, in at the death.” The Chie’f this 

way,” and he whistled again. “ A ’ halUxli,” he adds. 
“ I think the thing is" finished.” Bohlen remarked 
that Favre looked “ awfully shabby.” The Chief said : 
“ I find he has grown much greyer than when I sa^^JtiTm 
at Feixihres—al^o stouter, , probably on horseflesh. 
Otherwise he looks like one> who ha^ been through a 
great deal of .trouble and excitement lately, and to 
whom everything as now indfffeifent. Moreover, he was 




. BTSMARCm^ TMPATiiENf:^^ « [Jaxi. 24, 1871 
_ . ", » ^ _ ** _ *’ ^ _ 

pery fraillfj, ajid*onf«88e4*th*t thin^ not going on 
ovell in Faris. I also. asc^aineJfrom him thIlllliS’rocliu ha» 
bean su^etsfeded. ^Msay.is^ »ow in' comBiaif«I of the 
<!ity.” cBohlln then related <that Mar1hi*ej; del Rio -TOfts 
exceedingly reserv^d.^ They, for their part, had mot 
tried, to pump him ; b\jt the;^ once inquired fhings 

CTvere going orr" at the Villa Rothschild in the Bois^Re* 
]^< 5 ulogne, where Thiers said the General Staffc of the 
Raris ^army was' quartered. ♦'Gel Rio answered' curtly 
th&t he did not ktrow. For the rest, they had*'tftlked 
solely alsout high-elass restaurants in Paris, which, they 
acknowledged, was an unmannerly thing to do. Hatzfeldt 
on hi8> return, after ponducting the two .Parisians to 
their lodgings, reported that Favre was glad to have 
arriwed after dark, and that he does not wish to go out 
in the daytime in order not to create ^a Sensation, and 
to'avoid being pestered by tlm Versailles people. 

jtuesday, January^ 2 Ath .—The Chief gets up before 
9 o’clock and v^orks with Abeken. -Shortly before 10 
he drives off tc^ee the King, or, let us now say, the 
Emperor. ,It is nesS-ly 1 o’clock when he returns. We 
are still at lunch, and he^ sits down and take^ some 
roast ham and a glass ©f^.'^'ivoli bqer. ^ After a while he 
heaves a sigh and say's ; “ Until now I always thought 
that Parliamentary negotiations w'ece the slotvest 0/ all, 
but I 5M> lop^er thihk so. Theve was at least one way 
of escape the'te—to move” ‘ that *lihe question should be 
now put.’ But here everybody says whatever eccurs 
to him, and when one imagines the matter is finally 
seftJ^d, somebody brings forward an argument that has 
iiready been disposed of,^ and so thei^^whble thing has 
to-be gone over ^ain,^ which is quite hopeless. 
is-stewing bought to rags—mere flatulence which people 
ought really ^to be able tg, restrain, c Well, it’s all t3ie 
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same to me ! en pr^ei^that* jLO^ing qllbuld liaTf^ 

been Vet li^^ided or sb^l be de«de(^ tift to-moi^ow. * * It 
is jneretf the waste of in«fcftfving to listen to tfiem,, 
tilt of conrs^ jiTich people*db nolf think <ff that.”* 

ChiefJ;hen said that he expected JF'avre to call, upon him 
again, aii|d. that he had advised lym to feave aff 3 okilock 
wishes to return Pafis) “ on''*account* of *th 5 
soldier* who <would challenge him*after dark, and 9 o 
whom*l\e could not reply,*’ 7 • • * 

FatTe arrived «et 1.30 p.m. anCT s^yit nearly ^wo 
hours in negotftition with tlfe .Chancellor. He^afterwards 
drove off towards Paris, being accompanied by Bismarck- 
Bohlen as fa** as the bridge at Sevres. • • 

These negotiations were not mentioned *t dinner. 
It would appear, however, to be asnatter of course*that 
the preliminaties of the capitulation were discussed. ' 
The Chief spote at first oh Bernstorff, and said ; Any¬ 
how, that is a ^hing 1 have ryjver yet been able to 
manage—to fill page after page of hAilscap ,wit^ the 
most insignificant twaddle. A pile ^6 high has come 
in again t< 5 -day ”—^he pointed wiuir his hand—“ and 


then t^e back references ; * As I had the honour to 
report in my desjfatfch of ^rd, 1863 , N®. so- 

and-so* ; as I ajinouikced most obediently in my telegram 
1 ^0. 1^66.’*^ I send tbym to the King, and he wants to 
know what BernstorfiT merfns, and alwt^s writoe in* fysncil 
on the margin, ‘ "bon’t cftiderstand this. This is awful I ’ ” 
Somebody observed that* it was only Goltz who ^rote 
as much as Bemstorflf. “Yes,” sitid the Chief, “ a nd in 
addition he often sent m^ private* letters thjit filled sis;^ 
to eighty closely-^gisritten sheets. He, must have had a 
tyajime amount of spare tim«. Fortunately I fell out 
with him, andjihen that blessing ceased.'^ One of the 
conlpany wonderedi what Goltz 'would say if he now 
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, ^eard thafetha Emperor af-pnsone*., the Empress 
Ha • Londdn^ whife Parisb was Being besieg6«^^nd' bom-^ 
.^barded by ^ ffeplipd^the Chief, “ he^vwaa ijbt 

^se ' d^sprerateiy attached tO(, the En^j^ror—but tljp 
Empiess jn London Nejk^ertheless, in spite -of 
devotion (to her,Qhe would not have given hirh^elf away 
ks Werther did.” * , , <» *• 

t "The 'death of* a Belgian » Princess, having been 
'n)pnti(^ed, Abehen, as in dt^y bound, expressed hi^ 
griiif pt the eve,jit. - The Chief said,: “How can dl^pt 
affect you so much | To iny • knowledge, the3?e is no 
Belgian here at table, nor even a cousin.” 

,, The Minister then Related‘that Favre cppaplained of 
our firing at the sick and blind—that is to say, the 
tblind asylum. “I said to him, ‘I really do not see 
o\\that you have to complain about. You^yourselves do 
iniich worse, seeing that you shoot at ou:?;, sound and 


healthy men.’ He wi^l have thought : What a bar¬ 
barian I ’[ Hoh^lohe’s name was than nrentioned, and 
it was said that nmch of the success of the bombardment 
was due to him. ^he Chief “ I shall propose for bim 
the title of Poliorketes.” The conversation then turned 


on th^ statues and pfinrti^gs of the Pestoration, and their 
artificiality and bad taste. “ I remember,” said the 
Chief, “that Sehuckraann, the Minister, was'painted by 
his yife, en coquille I think it was called at that time, 
that ia, in a ^ose-coloured shell, and wearing a kind of 
ap-tlqiie costume. He was naked down to the ^^^ist— 
I had never seen him like that.” “ That is one of my 
earliest remembrances. ‘ They often gave what used to 
*be giajled assemblies, and are now kTipwii ascroute—a 
ball without supper. Mycparents usually went tbea^” 
Tjb^oconpom, ^the Chief once more described his mother’s 
OOBtumo, and then continued : “ The£e was afterwards a 
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Russian Minist^ m Berliif, E!ii)eai?jiierre, whi>*also gav% 
Jballs, *wh(Jil^people danced till 9 o’clock in J^h^jmomiii^ 

, arl^ theie was nothing t# eat. • 1* know because I, 

a©d a couple•ctf good faielids were, often thire' Jtt, 
“Tengttf we* got tired of it,, and,played them a ^rich. 
When it^ot late.^we pulled out gome Iftead afid dyutter 
•frotn our pockets, and aftgr weTiad, finished, we^fi^checf 
the paper ora tlie drawing-room finor. Refreshments 
were pt^vided next time,,1i)ut we were nc^ invitad any* 
mt>r«. ‘ 



CHAPTER’ XVIIl ; 

\ 

l 3 ^RI^fG THE N'EGOHATIONS RES^^ECTING THE CARIIULATION 

A t* * ^ ^ r 

OF IRAKIS 

Wednesday, January 25th .—Count IjehndorfF dined 
‘with us, and talked about hunting and hurfting dinners, 
including a great banquet given by sqme Baron which 
consisted of no les? than twenty-four u'courses. His 
bfpther wasi present and fell asleep" pj'opped on his 
elbows, while a neighbour of' his sunk into' slumber on 
the ^boulder of. a go\’t 3 rnes 3 wlio was .sitting next him. 
The‘din»cr lasted over five hours and the people were 
most horribly boA^, as often happens in the country. 
The Chief i’emarkcd : “I al<kays know how to get over 
that difficulty. One must ^ut down a good bit of liquor 
right* at the beginhiRgi* 'and urpder its influence one’s 
neighbours to the left and right gro.w .ever so, much 
cleverer and^pleasginfer.” 

Tlie Minister fhen spoke abqut his, first journey to 
St. Petersburg. He drove in a carriage, as at first there 
was no snow. It fell very heavily later on, h(fVfever, 
3 T.ri progress was terribly slow. It took him five full 
j'days and six nights to reach the first railway station, 
and he spent the whole time crampedr up in' e narrow 
carriage withputr sleep atid with the thermomet^^P 
fifteen de^ees Reaumur below zero. iRphe train, how¬ 
ever he fell *80 feist asleep that, on Iheir arrival in St, 
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Petersburg', aft^ 0ten Lourt^^run^ he Telt^as.^f lie'haq 

Jjeen dnly^^e minutes iif the r^way carriage. ^ 

• “ 0I4 tim^s befos^ the wei^ complated 

hg.cl also * tlmii’ • good sid^,* coBtinijed ^lie. Mifliste®. 
•‘TTlierh wjfe not sojuucb to (^o. Thg nlail only came iy 
twice* a :\\’^ek, and then oile worked a» if for* a j^uiger. 

•BuJ^ wljen the iniiib was over we got o»»horsebapck, anck 
had a good tirye'of it until its next itrrival.” Sf^)met)dd^ 
cfi iservftd that* the fncreaswl work, both Abr#ad ant^at tl^e* 
Fqr^gM Office, was^ due ffiore to tlw telegraph tluin»to 
tlie railways. This led the Cffiief to talk*al)cy-it ili^iloinatic 
reports* iif general, many of which, while written in a 
plea.sant st}^e, wete quite empty. Tliey ase like^ 
feuilletons, written merely because something has to 
be written. ,Thttt was the case, Syr instance, witla the 1 
reports of Bihmberg, our Consul in Paris. One road, 
them through* always tlpuking : Now' something* is 
coming. But nothing ever came. They soundeJ very 
well and one* read, on and on. But there was %bally 
nothing in them. ’ All barren and empty.” Another 
instance was then mentio^^ed, Ber?fJ^rdi, Oiir Military 
Plenipotentiary at Florence,jof whom the Chief said : 

“ He passes for being a good writer ,on military sulqects 
because of his workmen Toll. \Vc do not know, howo.ver, 
hpw riiuch of ftiat. hg himself, wrote. Thereupon he w-us 
given the rank of major,‘although it ’is notl eprtaia^that ' 
he ever was ai! officii at all, and "he %fa3 appointed 
Milil^jy Plenipotentiary dn Italy. Great things‘were 
expected of him there, and in the, matter of quantity he 
did a great deal—also in the matter of style. He 
in an agrjeeable way, as *if for^ a feuilleton, "but whep P 
h^;^'go^ t(J the end of his clp8ely-wrij,ten reports in a 
sl^lh neat ha,nd, for all theii* length *I have found 
nothing in them.” ‘ 



TIRESOME JOfJRNEy»6 'AND l^O^G’RIDF^S [Jan. 25,1871 
, - ^ _ 

■j The Minister tl^en r^iJurned to \n^. subject of tire- ' 
some jd'urne^^s and dongp? rides. He said : rerhembes 

aft6r the b^tle of .Sadewa T ^as the whoJe day in the 
saddle on a ijig horse." Affirst I did net want to ride 
hiruns h^ was too high an(,l it was too much trquble to 
mount. ' At lash, however, b did so, and I waS/Uot sorry 
for it." It wa'> an^ ex6ellent animal ! But the 
y/4iting above the Valley had exhausted me and my seat 
tyid l^gs were very sore. The fd^in was not broken^fhat has 
nds^er happened, to'me, but afterwards when I sflt do\jm 
on a woeden'bench I had a heeling as if I were sitting on 
something that came between me and the wood. It 
^was only a blister, Sadowa we arrived late at 

night in , the market-place of Horsitz. There we were 
told-that we were tO'.",eek out our own quarters. That, 
h.qwever, was much easier said than done. The houses 
were ^bolted and barred, and the .supers, .who might 
have broken in the d^ors for‘us, wgre not to arrive 
befo/e five in the morning.” “ His E^ellehcy knew how 
to help himself m a similar case at Gravelotte,” in¬ 
terrupted^ ©elbriic^ The Qhief continued his story : 
“Well, I went to several chouses at Horsitz, tjjree or 
four, and at length I a doof opfen. After making 

a f&w steps into the dark I fell into £\^ kind of pit. 
Luckily it was not deep, and was abll^ to .'^tisfy 
myselLthat ft was filled with horse-dung. I thought at 
first, ^ How would it be to remain here,’—on the dung- 
hgap,' but I soon recognised othbr smells. What «i*rious 
thing s happen sometimes ! If that pit had been twenty 
feet deep, and full, they would ^have had a long search 
lie^t ^morning for their JVIiuister, and .doubtless there 
would be no Chancellor of the Confederation to-day 
went out a^aih and finally found a corner^ for myself in 
an arcade qp the maiket-place. I laid a couple* of 
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carriage cushioi^^ro the groiTod ati^ made aj^illow*of ^ , 
•third* anckijffen stretched myseif out* to* sleep, ’LateV’on 
some Qp<S waked me. -^vas f*%rponche# •yho told me^ 
that the tjr^pd. <Duke of Medklenhurg.had'a reoaa ?or i»e^ 
and unoccupied* bed. That ttjrned out to he correct, 
hut the J^ed was only a chSd’s eryb. I iftanaged to -fix it, 
“hQwever, by arranging tbp back of^a cxfiiir at thfe end df 
it. But in the morniifg T could hardly stand, as hiy 
kneesh^Ki been resting ojf the bare board^.” “ (Ine c^rf 
s\eep quite comfortably if one has oriiy j i^ackful of ^sttbw, 
however small." You cut ^ „open„ iA thcj rniddle, push 
the straw to the two ends, and let yourself into the 
hollow part* I used to do th^t in Russia when ouf 
hunting. I ripped the bag open with mj^ hunting 
knife, crept into'it and slept likc^a log.” “That? was- 
when the despatch froi'g Napoleon came,” obser’vjedj 
Bohlen. Tlie'^ Chief replied ; “ Yes, the one at ^which 
the King was so^pleased, because^ it showed that he had 
won a great battle^—his first great battle.” “ Ai?4 you 
were also gl^d,” .said Bohlen, “ and you swore an oath 
that you \Vould one day%requitc *Vie Gaids^ when an 
opportunity ofi'ered.” . . J . 

Finally the Chief jelatedj ^‘•F?f\'re told me t^e day 
before yestcr^lay that the first shell that fell in' the 
RantJ^eon ctit off thejiead of tho^tatue of Henri IV.” 


“ He doubtless thought that was a very pithetkt^piece 
of news,” suggested Bohlen. “ Oh, no,” replied the 
Chiefs “ I rather fancy"'that, as a democrat, h8 was 
pleased that it should" have happened to a Kin^.” 
Bohlen ; “ That is the ,second piece of bad luck tkajb 
Henri has had, 5 _i^ Paris. Fjrst a Frenchman stabbeci 
Jijpi there, and now we have.beheaded bina.” 

The dinner lasted very long this evening; from 5.30 
till after 7. Favhi was expepted back frorp Paris every 
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► i^oment. **H6. clme^ «.t ]|Sig^ at again accom- 

patiled Jiis 8on-i^l-la■v^t^witll the Spanish flis^e. ’ It is^ 

[; undferstood‘that neitheib hes^t£ited this tipae^.^AS tl^y ^ 
^did oh the fott 4 er„occf. 8 ion,«t@ take the ^pd that 
offered to .them, "but, l^he sensible people, did justice, t6*~’ 
the good*^' thing© that ^were 'j.aid before them^, It is 
ffoitbtless to be®fifferred from ,this that they haye ajlsd* 
listened‘to reason'’in the main point, or will ^do so. 


fflhat ■^ill soon appear, as Fawe is again conferring with 
th@ Chancellor. ' o 

Aftepi' dimier read drafts. . Instructions hawe been 


sent to Rosenberg-Grudcinski at Reims respecting the 
. .collection of taxes. The Muiiicipalicies arq to be called 
upon to pay five j)er cent, extra for each day of arrears, 
c Flying columns witlusartillery are to be seat to districts 
•vihere payment is obstinately refuse^.!. . They are to 
Bumrnon the inhabitants to pay up the taxes, and if this 
' is not done immediately to sheik the place and set it on 
fire. ^*^'Three examples would rendeiwa fourth unneces- 
^ sary. It is not our business to win over the French by 
considerate^ treatit.feit or t^ take their welfare into 
account. On the contrary, in view of their character, 
it is (^esirable to inspire (fltem with a greater fear of us 
than»of their own Government, whjch, of course, alsC) 
enforces compulsory measures againgt them.c' According 
to a ^poyt 'by the Minister of the Netherlands to his 
Government, The Red Republicans in Paris attempted a 
rising the night before last, * ^released some o^ their 
leaders, and then provoked a riot outside the H6tel de 
yUle. The National 'Guard fired upon the Mobiles, 
Vn<| there were some dead and wound^ed, but ujtimately 
ojder was restored- o 

About *10 b’clock, while Favre was still here, There 
was "heavy .ffring from b.ig guns vjhich' <X)ntinued»for 
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perhaps ai^ou^. - l werffc fQ teA,at ^10:30‘’'P.M., and| 
found'’ HalReldt and BismarclS-Bohlen in ^conyei^saiibil 
with Rio in the dlnirig-pdttnn He* a marf^ of - 
medium hei^li^ «dark beard,*slightly baldf and Vears % , 
'pmee^hez. Shortly after I oame ^own* he left fdt his 
quarters ,^at Stieber’s house, aco^mparfted by*Mntitey, 
'an,^'he» was followed a quarter hour iStej'by’ 

Favre. o Del Rio spoke* of Paris as* being the*“centift 
tfu mon^e,” So that the,*bombardment ^ a kind cf^ 
tajsget practice at-the centre of th'e \^rld. He^men- 
tioned that FaVte has a villa jjt Renil* and ft, l^^e cellar 
in Paris with all sorts of wine, and that he himself has 
an estate in* Mexico of six square German miles in^ 
extent. After Favre’s departure the Chief came out to 
us, ate some cokT partridge, asked** for some ham, ’and 
, drank a bottle»of» beer. After a while he^ sighed, and 
sitting up sJa^aight^in his cjiair, he exclaimed : “ Jf one 
!Ould only decide^and OKler theseothings^one’s self l^But 
,0 bring others "Tjo do it I ” He paused for a, minute 
ind then continued : “ What surpri^^i me is that they,- 
rave not seht out any genital. An<4 it I? ^d^^cult to 
nake ^avre understand military mattens.” He then 
mentioned a couplS of french jt^<?Knical terms of which 
?avre*did not^know^the meaning. “ Well, it is tc^ be 
hfDpe(^ thatPhe had -a jiroperj meal to-day,” said Bohlelr. 
The Chief replied in the’ affirmative, and then Bcdilen 
said he had heard it rumoured that this time Favre had 
not d-^pised the champagne. The Chief: “ Yes, the 
day before yesterday he i*efused to take any, but to^d^ 
he had 8evej;al glasses. ^ The first time h^ had. somo 
scruples of conscience about .eating, but I persuaded 
l^igg^’and his hunger doubtleso supported me, for he ate 
like <fne who had had a long fast.” / 

■Tlatzfeldt r©po§ted fhat .the’ Mayor, Rameau, had 

y<?v I ’ ’k K 
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galled abofij; an bou« beforE afid ask^^ J1 Favfe wL 

beVe. . i|e.w|^nted to spf^ak'to liim and to^^e^h'imaelfi^ 
/at hm dispo^r. Miglrtf be. do? He, bad 

^replied abat of course he tliri not kncm o' The Chief- 
<* Fof' a man to come jn the night a person ihO^B^ 
returning to P^fis is .sufficient of itself to ^i^■ing him 
before ‘ a couVr-mspHal. The audacious felloV,!”* 
lohlen “ Mantey'has doubtlt?Ss already told Stieber. 
Broba^sly thi/ M. Rameau i|, anxious to' retuj-n to his 
cell. ’, (Rameau was obliged some time since tcT study 
the intefioy of one of the cells in the pfison in*the Rue 
Saint Pierre for a few days in company with sortie other 
^membfers of the corporation—if I am not cnistaken, on - 
account of some refusal or some insolent reply about 
supplying provisions'-for Versailles.) 

The Minj^ter then related some particulars ol/ hj^t,-. 
interview with Favre. “ I like him than^at 

Ferri^re.s,” he said. 


the 


of 


■^P^^lea'good deal and in long, 
welhroupded periods. ,7o’; ' P , f 

. ^ It was oiteil not necessary to 

pay attention or \ p>- mi ' i ^ 

i . go answer. I hey were anecdotes 

lormer timei-'^re'’ • ... j tt 

’ lit IS a vefy good raconteur. He 

was not 1 i- 

d all offended at 'my recent letter to him. On 

'^iitrary, he felt* indebted 


attc'- .. . calling his 

/ ‘^'ution to what he owed to himself.” ^ He alsd^spoke 
*^^*\aving a villa near Paris, which, was, however, w^eck^d 
^ and biilagcd. I had it on the'tip of my tongue to say, 

‘ But not by us ! ’ but he himself Immediately added that 
it had doubtless been done by’the Mobiles.” “ Eb then 
complained that Saint Cloud had been burning for the 
last three days, and wanted to persuade nae that we had 
*8et* the palace there on fire.” “ I& speaking of the 
franctireurs and their misdeeds, he wished to call'^jpy 
attention 'tp our guerillas in 1813—th*^ indeed had 
been much worse. I said +-0 him ; ‘ I "don’t want to deny 
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that, but you ar^l^o aware fljjat t^e l^eHchAhot £heiii^ 
.whenever caught tRem. And .they did. rfot shoot 
them ^tn «ne pface, hu* .oneJ^rtch on tht; sjwt where 
the act was ^c^janitted, another hatch at the da»x^ halt, 
an^ ^<5 on* in ordoc to ser\vi as, a ^elerrenh’" •“ He 
maihfain^'d that in the lati enggigemewt, on (•he.i9th, 
%he*National GuarS, recruited from the w<!ll-to-do*cla8Se3l' 
fought.best, whife the l>ittalions rafted from the low^j: 
classes*wmee Worthless.” 

lihe Chief paused for a whilef'anil^ .seemed jbo R)e 
reflecting, lle’then continfled ; ‘'Jf.tae Barishins first 
receivecl a .supply of provisions and were then again put 
on half ratifgis and* once Vnoie obliged to .starve, that, 
ought, I think, to work. It is like Hogging.* ,When it 
is administered eo'ntinuou.sly it i.s mh felt so much. »But 
when it i.s suspended for a time and tlien another dogg 
inflicted, it^h urts ! I kpow' that from the criminal 
court where I was employed. Flagging was still in use 
there.” ‘ 

The subject of flogging in general was then discussed,, 
and Bohlcn,*wlio favour.s its j^etentioni^bservnd that the 
English had re-introduced it. • “ Yes,” said BucRer, “ but 
first for personal iueult.to the jT^rr^eii, on the occasmn of 
ah outfage against tb^e Royal person, and afterwards*for 
gsrrotling.”'* ^he Chief then.related that in 1863, wh*n 
the garrotters appeared irr London, hc^ was dftgn obHged 
to go after tAvel'^e o’clo*ik at night through a solitary 
lane, 4 ;)^taining only stabfes and full of heaps of borsq- 
dung, which led from Regent Street to his lodgings in 
* Park Street. . To his terror, he re&d in the paper8'*^atf 
*a number.of the^e attacks had. taken ^loce on that.vgry* 

8 ^' ^ * . . . 

Then, after a pause, the Minister said : ** This ia really 
an itnheeird-of *pro<lbeding on the* part of l^e English. 
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,iChey wafe to Vend ♦a g 3 enb«at uj^the Seine’’.(Odo 
«ussell forwkrd thi^ defiiaifd, whic^ tlf^^hantellor, 
•absolutely i^tfsed) ‘iia*<irde 5 , 4 ^ey say, to Remove tjie 
Englisli ifajuilfes tljere.c Tboygmerely wagt^to*ascertaiji 
if we> ha^v^ laid^dgwi^ torpedoes and then to lej; tKe'“ 
Frenah ships foltew the^m. ^hat swine ! Thf^ a^'full 
©f vexation and—envy becau.|e we j*a*ve fought g»»at** 
luiftfes here^—-and Won them, llhey canhot bear tg think 
•tljiat piabby'^little Prussia should ‘prosper, so.* Tht 
Prussians are a^peo|de who should miirely exist i» ord^r 
to carry v>n wor foftthem inSlheir pay. This is the view 
taken by all the upper classes in England. The^ have 
. never Eecn well disposed towlards ifs, and jiave always 
done theiy htmost to injure us.” “ Tlie Crown Princess 
«. herself is an incarnation of this vray of thinking. She is 
•fp}! of her own great condescension in manrying into our 
country. I remember her opce telling n^e^hat two or 
three merchant familii^s in Liverpool had more silver- 
plate' than the entire Prussian nobility^ ' “ Yes,’ I replied, 

‘ that is possibly true, your Royal Highness, but we 
value ourselves foif.‘'other things besides silver.’” 

The Minister remained silent for a while. Then he 
said : I have- often < thpught over what woul5 have 
happened if we had gone to war ^about Lu.xembtirg— 


should I now be in Paris or would the F-.,nch "be 


m 


Berlin ? I ,think I'did well to prevent war at that time. 
We should not have been nearly so strong as we are to- 
d%y. At that time the Hanoverians would not jjave 
made trustworthy soldiers. I will say nothing about 
tfTe Hessians—they woifld have done well. The Schleswig- 
Ho^^stein men have now fought like lions, but there was 
no army there t^ien. Sayony was also useless. .^e 
army had disbanded and had to be recruited’ oarer 
again. And^ there was little confidence tp be placed in 
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the SJuth ^rmvis. The^Wjirteml5«rge|«, Vhfit fxoellen^*^ 
•fePowB,*tll^ are, now, quite ftrst Yate! .Bul^ in 
they voJiyd'have been taughdcf *ai5 by e^^^ sol^i^ aa 
tjjey martj^od^ihto Frankfurt like so* many Aflitiameffi^ 
Th*q ^den troops Vere also iiot »p 1?o the mark. Beyer, 
.and ind<^d the Gjand Duke, has»sinee flien done V great 
d^l fbr them*’ * “It ns true thaT*public *ojjiniot 
throughout Gbrm§ny would have been on our sjde hid 
we wished to fight for h^xemburg. Buk that was t»o£ 
eftotigli to compertsate for ^ch deficiejuies. Moreover, 
we ha^* qot right on oifr sido. Dlutve nfivfnr'confessed 
it publicly, but I can say it here : after the dis.solution 
of the Conft?deration the Grand\Dukc had become the • 
sovereign of Luxemburg and could have doiae what he _ 
liked with the country. It would have been mehn of* 
him to part \}"ith it for money, but it wag open to hint ' 
to cede it t» Frauce. Our right of occupation wns also 
not well founded. "Properly spoaking, ^fter the dissolu- * 
tion of the Coid^deration we ought no longer to»have 
occupied even Rastatt and Maycncf^ I said that in tl^e* 
Council—I had at that tiiiie yet aiil6ther iflcii, namely, 
to haud over Luxemburg to*Belgium. In that case we 
should have united it to a (sotm^rV on behalf of* whose 
neutrality, fw. .people then thought, England ’\^ould 
tnteiwene. That ‘would ttlso Idive strengthened The ^ 
German elem^yit th^re against the Frenc4i Spanking 
inhabitants, and at the same time have secured a good 
frolftifer. My proposal was not received with any favour, 
and it is just as well aslt has turned out.” ^ 

, Bismarck-Bohlen dnew attention to a capital cartoon 
in Ifl<Mider<xd(Msth : Napoleon waiting on the platform , 
-»t^the railway station and laying “ The^ have already 
^en the aif^al Jx) start.” He has put oji an enhine 
for his journey to Paris, and is* carrying his 
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»^jortmaiiteSjui iumsh^hd. tfhe*Chief,%o^ever, observed ; 
" Uoubtfeae Jie thinks «fo, and he maj be I* 

*fea^ he willeflaiss the tf5i?i. .Y'St, after all, *he^«jaiay*be 
, no othef ^ay ^eft. • wouM^be easier t<r> Qi)nvince thj» 

FavrS. But he wouldo always requite half the to 

maintain*him orf the throne.”- 

*■ "’ipi'Ursday, V"dnug.ry^Gth. -—T!\i& Chief drove;* o9**to’ 
sl^e the King at lO.'SO a.m. ” • ^ 

f Horr Hank von Rochow aqd Count Lehndoi^ dined 
with us. The C^ieT talked about Fa rre : “ He tbld i«e 
that on'*’ Sundayd the boulevards are still * full of 
fashionably dressed women with pretty children. I 
remarked to him, ‘ I, am surprised at that. I wonder 
you have not yet eaten them ! ’ ” As some one noticed 
'that** the firing wasr' particularly heavy.’ to-day, the 

’Minister observed : “ I remember in the briminal court 

<- ' 

we onpe had a subordinate official—I, believe his name 
was Stepki—whose business it’ was to administer the 
floggings. He was accustomed to day' on the last 
^ three strokes with exceptional vigour.—as a wholesome 
memento ! Th;*^‘ conversation then turned upon 

Strousberg, whose bankruptcy was said to be imminent, 
and the Chief said':*’*'He once toM me, ‘I know I 
shall • not even die in my own house.’ But for the 
w£?r, it would not have happened so sddh, perhajlh 
not ,aA all. He always kept’ afloat by issuing new 
shares, and the game succeeded',' although other Jews, 
who had made money before° him, did their hset to 
spoil it. But now coities the war, and his Rumanians 
^ave' fallen lower and lower, so that at present one 
might ask how much they cost per hundredweight. 
For all that, he remains a eleven man and indefatigah% 5 . 
Th€ mentibn of Stroussberg’s cleverness and reist^sas 
activity led I'on to Gafnbetta, who was said to iltaVe 



also made his imliioi*^ oui o^the ^rfhr.”* * Bu 4 , 
.doubfle^wfi^ expressed * 011 ' this point., an^ t beK*^ 
rightly^* • After the Dictiatipr of»Bcgrdeaux,*?t wa^ liapo-* 
Igon’s turn ^(4 Jje discussed, and acc^ording feo* Bohlep, 
pe«pt 6 s5id he .had savgd Ipa^it fifty roillioijs' 
dundg the nineteen year| of his reig«. “ Oth©Ba say 
•ei^pirty. millions,”* jKlded^ the Chief, but I doubt ih 
Louis ,Philipp« spoiled ^the business He had riots‘y- 
ranged,^ 4 nd*then bougltt stocks on* the Am^rdi^m 
!^oha*ige, but at last lousiness n^tfn ^aw through bt.” 
Hatzfeldt or K^udell then f>*bser\'ed that this resourceful 
monarch * used to fall ill from time to time with a 
similar obje^!t. * * ^ ^ 

Morny was then spoken of as having befii^ specially 
ingenious in making money in evejpy possible way under; 
the Empire. *TJie Chief told us that “when Morny, 
was appoi]ibe*d Ambassarjor to St. Petemburg he ’ap¬ 
peared with a ^wdmle.collectioi^ elegant carriages, 
some forty-thr^of them altogether, and all his (fliests, 
trunks and boxes were full of laces, silks, and feminine 
finery, j^ipOn which, a.s Ai^bassadof* he hivl to pay no 
custonjs duty. Every serwint had his oAvn carriage, 
and every attache* an<^ seerel^j'jfclMid at lea.st two. A 
Tew dhys after his arrival he sold off the whole ^ot 
*uctipn, cle^-ing a 1 ^ l^east 1 :^ 10,000 roubles. He wa# a 
thief, but an amiable oife.” The Chief tllet^, purauing ' 
the same subject anS quoting furtTier Instances, con- 
tinuf^f: “ For the maMS?r of that, infiuential pe*ple^ in 
St. Petersburg understood this, sort of business—not 
that they Ayere willing to takd money directly? Brft 
when a^persoh jvjvited something, he went to a cejtaih 
jgjCAQch shop, and bought ^xpensivq places, gloves or 
jey^dllery, perhaps for five ol* six thdms^d roubles. 
"jMe shop was fun on behalf* of some official or his 
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„dfvife.‘ Tlfia prof^ess ^ pepegi^edp say, a weelf, pro¬ 

duced qiiite a re&pectabj^ amount in tbe c^ivrse/>f the. 
•yea^. ^<4 r ^ <» 

^ ' Bohien catled put f.cross^ tf^ie table : i‘rD^, please, toll 
tJiat lovely story abouj the.Jewwith^ the torn boqf® wlio 
got tjvfpnty-five iashes.” The Chief : “It came about in^ 
(this way. One* day a Jew called at our ChaiiceB«{ie* 
diO^laring- that he Was penniless< and wanted to be sent 
back tb Prussia. ‘ He was terl^bly tattered, an^ ^le haS 
on«in particular ^ pair of boots thatn showed hi^ nak^d 
toes. He was told ^hat li^ would be Sent home, but 
then he wanted to get other boots as it was so cold. 
He demanded them as a rijzht, and becam,e so forward 
and impi^ent, screaming and calling names, that our 
people did not know, what to do with him. And the 
..servants also could not trust themselvef. to deal with 
thp furious creature. At lepgth, when the row had 
become intolerable, I^was called 'Ao_ render physical 
assisifiince. I told the man to be quie'f’or I would hAve' 
him locked up. He answered defiantly : ‘ You can’t do 
that. You. have ,1io right^ whatever to do ^that in 
Kussia ! ’ ' ‘We shall see 1 ’ J. replied. ‘ 1 must sepd you 
home, but I am nGt<*t.yll.gd upon to give you boots, 
although perhaps I might have dope so. But first yoil 
shrill receive punishment for, your ybominabK5’beha\iouiy 
He then repeated that I could not touch him. There¬ 
upon I opened the window and beckoned to a Russian 
policecn^n, who was stationed a little way off. My^Jew 
continued to shriek and abuse us uhtd the policeman, 
iSkll 8t^^ut man, came in. I said, ‘ Take him with you— 
lock^ him up till to-moripw—twenty-f^ve I ' .The big 
" policeman took thp little J*»w with him, and locked litp 
up... He ca^e again next morning quite transfortoj^, 
very humble .^nd submissive, and declared himself reddy 
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for tHte journey^without •ne^ boots. how h^ 

• h^ ^b4oi^n th^ interval. * Badly,* he* sai^, 

But wirtff held they dofte. to*Bhn.? TGe^* had—^Weli* 
they had—physically maltfOated* him. I thsxJght th»t^ 
wtteP'he got home* he would enter a complaint a^inst 
.me, or get his case into* the wewspjf^ers—fhe*^oZibs- 
or sonm such p< 4 pulai' organ? ‘The Jc’^^s 
how t« make a row. But he must *liave decided ot^A:- 
wiae, fqj: uothing more vi&s heard of hiin.^* I * * 

«• ^Vhen I camed.own to tea at V-M. I foiwid*the 

Chief in convefsation with*the menPiers <5f JpSrliament, 
Von Roller and Von Forckenbeck. The Minister was 
just saying (that more money \i^uld soon be required* 
“We did not want to ask moge from the Reichstag,” he 
said, “ as we'did not anticipate tl»vt the war would last' 
so long. I dit*ve written to Camphausen, bjit he suggOiJts? 
requisitiona^nd contributions. They are very (^^ilhcult 
to «ollect, as the. iiAmc^se area ^f country over which 
we are dispei^ed'h.’equires more troops tfian we pan*'^pare 
for purposes pf coercion.^ Two million soldiers would l^. 
necessaj;y to deal thoroughly" with a#territo/y^of 12,000 
Germ^ scjuare miles. Besides, everything has grown 
dearer in conseqifencg of th% »\Wtr.* When we ipake a 
requimtion wp get nothing. When we pay cash, fhere 
ife al'^ays elfough toA^ had in the market, and cheaper 
than in Germai^. Her5 the^ bushef of oats cc^g four 
francs, and if it is brought from Germany six francs. 1 
thoubght at first of getting the contributions <5f the 
different States paid in advance? But that would only 
amount to twenty miliiqns, as Bavaria will keep lj?r owp 
account^*until 1872. Another way put of,the di®cgilty 
Oe^^LTred to me, namely, to apply to oqr Diet for a sum 
onia^count. ^ut we must first find out ^|diat MoHke 
proposes to extori from thq Parisians, that is to say, 
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fhom the Sty 'of FaiaS—fo? that is ^tat we are dtalinff 
^tn for^thfe present.” Forckenbeck was ofTi»piiy^i^ t^at. 
‘the^‘Chief s c^Jan woultf'‘meet'‘ with no insoirAojintable 
.resistancSfe^n thp Diet. * It i§ true the doctrinaires would 
raise‘objections, and others»would cotoplain that Flmssia 
shoultb a^ain hf^e to <, come to the rescue apd make, 
^o^fi^ic^s for the fesh of *the oountry-; but in alDprcl^ia-* 
I^lity ^the majority would go with the’ Government. 
'Kollerrcould Sonfirm that opinion, which he did. 

Afterwards^ ^n Officer of the dark blue hud&afs,\a 
Count Atnim'w’ho had just arrived from°Le Alafis, came 
in and gave us a great deal of interesting news. He 
said the inhabitants o^ the town appeared to be very 
sensible people who disapproved of Gambetta’s policy, 
^and Everywhere expressed their desire for peace. “ Yes,” 
•replied the Chief, “ that is very good of the. people, but 
how (foes it help us if with .all their good- sense they 
allow Gambettaj time after timfi, tb .stamp new armies 
of l,'i0,000 men out of the ground ?'” Arnim having 
,^urther related that they had again made great numbers 
of prison,erS, the J^inister (exclaimed ; “ That, is most 

unsatisfactory 1 What shall we do with them alj in the 
end ? , Why make s6 prisoners'? Every one who 

makes prisoners ought to be tried by court-martial.^ 
This, like many other* similar expressions, Aihust doubff- 
less trfht fee taken literally, a'nd applies only to the 
franctireurs. 

• FHday, January 27 th. —-It'is said that the boaafeard- 
ment ceased at midnight. It Aas to have recommenced 
at 6 YYlock this morning in, case the Paris Govern¬ 
ment was not prep.ared to agree to our.-conditspns for a 
truce. As it has' ceased, -the Parisians have doubfcljess 
yielded. But Gambetta ? * ' ^ 

Moltke ^rives at '^.30 a.m., and remains in oot- 
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feren<5ei with th^*(?nief f#r Stwut'^hi^-cfu^lllers of aut^. 
•hour.\J"hi|^Frenchmen’pul irk an. appearaoc®* ahcftrtiy 
before ^*1*. tfavre (who ha*l*kia grey* J(^dical ffeard*J 
clipped) wil4i«1>hiok underhp, cotopUaion, Wl 

li^Ui^ey eyes ; (General Beaufui^t d’Ha*utpouh3, with hie 
^aide-5e-c^mp, Calvel; and Durtbach, % “ Chief. •£ the 
*E{i^neers of the ilastern_^Elailw^ay.” Be%,ufort ii under* 
stood to have lei the attack on the ‘redoubt at MonfcA- 
tout on,the T.9th. They* negotiations \ 4 lth th(i Chi^f^ 
appeal*to have come to a sfjeedy cMic^^jjion, or tp hftve 
been broken off. Shortly *ifter tjvelve oklock, just as 
w’e sit down to lunch, they drive off again in the 
carriages that brought them h(ye. Favre looks very, , 
depressed. The general is no,ticealjly. red ih^ the face, 
and does net seem to be quite»8teady on his degs. • 
Shortly after hho French had gone the Chancellor cayje. 
in to us and.said “ I onl^" w'ant a breath of fresh air. 
Please do not djstflrb•yourselves." Then, turning to 
Delbnick and ‘sfevking his head, he said ; “^TliSje is 
nothing to t^e done with him. Mentally incapable-i^ 
drunk, ^be’lieve. I told h^i to thirjjv it ovOr^until half 
past oi^e. Perhaps he will have recovered by that time. 
Muddle-headed anil iU-niann^xflk, • Wliat is his game ? 
feomeftiiug li|re ^BoidTre or Pauvre ? ” Keudell -i«iid : 
‘♦Beryifort.*''* The (Jkief : ‘.A diartinguished name, but 
not at all distinguished’ manners,’’ * It appears,* ^hen, 
that the generaf has rfttually taken more than he was 
abl«»t# carry, perhaps *i*n cousetpience of his nktucal 
capacity having been weakened Hy hunger. 

At lunch, it was mejitioued lhat on his waj* here^ 
Forckenjkcck ihe village of Fontenay still in tjaipes. 

It been fired by our troops as a puyishment for the 
deAruction oi^'the railway bridges by thq^ mutint)UB 
peasantry. Delbrlick ^ rejoiped* with 




that at 
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I dast * adeif'E^ate puiiislim#£it ® had M5een once • more 
mfllctedP'. * ' " ' 
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* dn the afternoon vre iieartl^tiat ttie Ulia«celX)r drove 
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off shortljj b^ore. 1 o’clock,i<first to eo^ the Emperor, 
and then cto Jkfoltke’sc, whoie he and Podbielskj^agam 
met "the^ Frendhmen., The^* latter afterwards left for 
Patis, hbout 4' ffclqck,'^’and jyill return to-mo»ro’^,af 
doon for'the purpose of completing the capitulation. 

^ A Al^dinneb,,the Chief, speaking of Beaufort, sajd’he had 
behaved like hlan without any Vjreeding.” 
blustered and shouted and swore like* a trooper, and 
with his ‘ moi, gdndral de I’armde fran 9 aise,’ lie was 
almost unendurable. Favre, who is not very well bred 
either, styd to me : ‘ J’eji suis humilid ! ’ Besides, he 
was' not so very vlrunk ; it was, rather, his vulgar 
iftanners. At the General Staff they were of opinion 
that man of that sort had been chosen bi order that 
no arrangement should> be come toJ J said that, on the 
contrary, they had selected him be^TauSe it did not 
;raatter for such a person to lose credit with the public 
by signing the ci^itulation>” 

The Chief then continued : “ I said to Favre during 
our .last interview : F/ms av^;z \itd trahi—par la 

fortune.’ He saw the point clearlyj, b^it only saicf: 
‘A qui le dites-vous ! Dans itrcds fois ingt .quatte 
heujjd»^ je«serai aussi coniptd au nombre des traitres.' 
He added that his position in Paris was very critical. 
I.proposed to him : ‘ Provoquez'donc une dmeute pendant 
que vous avez encore un'e amide pour I’etouffer.” He 
"Took^ at me quite terror-striqken, as if ohe wished to 
sajs, .How bloodtldrsty you are. I «e^lained, to him, 
however, that that was the only right way to mati^^ge 
thfe mob.’\ “ Then, again, he has no ide^ of how thjfegs 
are with u& He mentioned several times that Fr^oe 
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Sp*&nith, Sw^ish and what not, 


6«>*tha^ Jieth^d to have a whole army of tW^sl^i^rs in, 
'the 4>ffice. ^FKat wa« h6w I fo»nd matters when I came 


into po^cr. * Budberg (thea Russian • Ajabassador in 
Berlifi) seat me^anote, in Russian. * That was tcKS'mtich 
for m^ Tf the}^ wanted to'-^have their revenge “(jort- 
l^ch^kofif should'hitv^e^ written ip Russian to our Arrffcjis- 
sl^or in ° St. Petersburg. That would -have been the 
right way. If is only fair to dsk that the rfepresenPatives 
of foreign countries'' should understand and .speak* 
language' pf the StJite to which •they are accredited. But 
it was unfair to send me in Berlin a reply in Russian to a 
note in German. I decided that all communications 
received r in • other languages than German, French, 
' English and Italian q3hould be left unnoticed and put 
' a»-'ay in the archives. Budberg then wrote screed after 
screed,, always in Russian. hjo answer waso-eturned and 
the documents \vere all laid by with the State papers. 
At Laht he came himself and asked why" he had received 
reply. ‘ Reply ! ’ I exclaimed. ‘ To what?’ Why, 
he had written a n^nth ago, and had afterward^ sent me 
several reminders. ‘ Ah, quite so ! ’ I said. ‘ There is a 
great, pile of document;^ kvRussian doWn stairs, and yours 
are 'probably amongst them. ButoWe haye no one whb 
understands Russian,■'and hhave ,.^ven inytructiqps fc** 
all dottumonits written in a language we do not under¬ 
stand to be put away in the archives.’ ’ It was then 
awanged that Budberg should Write in French, ^pcLthe 
Foreign Office also when it suited them. „ 

The Chief then talked aboiyt the Frenqh negotiators 
and said : “M. Dlirrbahh introduced han^self as ‘ membre 
de Tadministration du Cbemin de fer de I’Est; j’y«8uis 
bekucoup Sfcjtefess^.—If he only knew what we inifeilli.” 
(Probably the cession of the Elastern Railway.) Hatzfetdt: 
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‘*He 4lirew up ^e» tlPB Geherai, 

out to hWon^the. irfap tl^e^^tunneU, 
bridges^.^MJ., destroyed fey,the.fir^ch th^serv^.*. ‘I* 
b^ve always^Ijpen againstjtkat' ke s^id, “^nd k pointy ' 
ou\ them that.a bridge ,coul^ b^ Repaired in»thr^* 
houi^—btit they would noC listep to ii*.’” 'Phe.Chief: 

JkStpaired aftea a,fashiop, certoin^,d:)tft not a •railway 
. bridge, capable of carr^^ng a train* They will fin«f^ 
ffard ifowto bring* up prorisions to Parts^particujarlyjif* 
t^)*hftve committed the*same stuiktl <^e3truction,in fhe 
west. 1 think* they rely itpon drawing suj^iiies from 
Brittany and Normandy, where there are large tlocks ot 
sheep, and fi^m the port.s! To njy knowledge tlrtjre arc^ 
plenty of bridges and tunnels in those parts’tpo, and if 
they have destroyed them they wijl find themseKies in • 


great straits. ^IJiope, moreover, that people in Lond^» 
will only seQd*them hams^and not brtaid! * 

Saturday, Jami^'>'y»"Z‘ith. —^tll o’clock the ^Tench 
negotiators agrfi» arrived—Favre, Dtlfrbach an(b, two 
others, who are understood to be also leading railwji^ 
officials ;^and two officers, fyiother g^ieral, rand an aide- 
de-camp, both men with a good presence, 'fhey take 
lunch with us. Uhen, follow^ *i*keHgthy negotiation at 
Moltkb’s lodgings. Chief afterwards dictates tiO»the 

Siecre^ries -Willisch^gd Saipt Blmnjuart the treaties^of 
capitulation and armistjice, which Sre dtajvn .op in 
duplicate. The^ are ^terwards sigiled rfbd sealed by 


Bisjj^a^k and Favre, at*twenty minutes past seven, jn 
t|^e green room next*to tiie Miniater’s study up stairs. 


The Frenphmen dined with us.* The general (^Idei^ 
is his name) dt^ Ijttle and h^rd>y spoke at’all. .F^vre’ 
was^lso ddjected and tacituyi. The ,aide-de-camp, M. 
d’^l^fisson, ditk not appear to be so much a^ected, mad 
th^*railway oflioiaft, after their l*ng privatmns, devoted 
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^emfeelveib with ^sonsiderable ^usto^ the pleasures of 
the -tabl^. Accoldipg what I can ^ath%L froaq, the 
lattetr they have, as flia^ter ^of^fact, b§en op v«fy shiSrt 
c^nSmbnfc iji t^iris for sgme tirne past, an^^the death ra^ 
‘l%8t week^ amoiaitgd to about five thousaftd. 
mortaJ^ty<was especially heayy amongst childrerT to 
two' years of age, and ocoffins for these tin^ JFrajtch* 
ci^iz^ns T/ere to be’ seen in alJ directions. Delbrlick. 
declareSi aftenvaids that “ Favre and the General looked 
likte two conc^en:^ne<? prisonerJi who yere going •tew t]ie 
gallows i?ext .rnofnjng. I pivied them.” 

Keudefi expects that peace will soon be horibluded 
and that we shall be back irx Berlin witlpn a month. 
Shortly before 10 o’clock a bearded gentleman apparently 
, about forty-five, whp gave his name as Duparc, called 
<and was immediately conducted to the Qh^ef, with whom 
he' spent abbuf two hours. He is understood to be 
the former French Minister Duvernois, coming from 
Wilhidmshohe Vith proposals for pepcv.. The capitu¬ 
lation and armistice do not yet mean “the end of the War 
with France. ® 


Sunday, Jamiary 29t \—Our troops moved forward 
to occupy the forts., the mornir^g read despatches 
respecting the London Cionference, and other subjects, 
as, well as the treatie-s for the armife^ice and capittilaticya 
signed, yesterday. BernstorfT reported that Musurus 
became very 'v^iolent at one of the sittings of the Con¬ 
ference. He could not conceive why the stimulation 
closing the Dardanelles against Russian men-of-war 
•should not be worded in an indirect and therefore less 
•ofiepsiye form for Russia,^ and at th^ i^ine time quite ' 
as acceptable to the Po|:te. From another 'of j^iem- 
storfiT8 dej^patches the Chief appears to have hinted ^ia*t 
Napoleon should not miss the right moment, ijj 



^ 'T/m PkW^ECT'^F >iET^ . ^ * S* j 

• ftLso stated that P^lftkae, yhc»jva8 sanA opihioni - 

•fchoag!i^it^OTil<^be dan^erhus to agrah in *th%’ capita- 
la^on to4eave the Natio®aJ Guard pnder* ijhaa* ” Vlnoj* 
a®d Roncifei^, Jieing In fqp^our »f the Eaiper«r,"'would 
doabti^ t>e the right men tp asgun^p ftommajad af the* 
troo’pS in'the city. ! • • 

• ^JOub copy of.tne capsulation fills ten foli<? paigesf 

• and i8ptitched»to^ether«with silk in'the French cofofijji!, 
on the*«yid o^which Fav^e ha.s impressM^his scaJJ , * 

were joined at lunch by Gfiujh Hencke^, vrtio 
has beea appoitited Prefect f^t M^t* tie rrmintained 
that in about five years the elections in bis depart- 

• ment would J>e favourable to tlip Government; indeed^ 
he was confident even now of iDeing able’ ^to Vjring 
about that result. In Alsace, hdwever, the prospect i 
was not .so gop<i, as Germans are not so docile 
authority as, tlie French.^ He also mentioned that his 
department had ^re«dly» suffered severely. At the com¬ 
mencement oP" #he war it had some thirty-tWp to 

• thirty-five thousand horses, and now he believed thei^ 
were notj, nlore than five tj^ousand ^ft. * 

Befpre dinner I read /urther drafts, including a 
memorandum, in whieji the cxplainctl to the 

King bhat it ^was impo.ssible to demand from' Ffwre, 
after ^he contlusioiV^o/ the /;apttulation, the surrender 
of the flags of the Frenclf regiments rti Paris., ^ 

We were joined at dinner by Couflt H^nckcl and the 
Freuebw aide-de-camp w4i'o wiis here yesterday. • The 
^ latter, whose full name te d’Hdrisson de Saulnicr, wore 
^a black hussar uniform.^ with yellow shouldei-^trapq-' 
and embjjioidery^ii the sleeves. * Hg is said to <^nd.er- 
and 'speak German, y«t the (v>pversation, into 
w bjh.h* the Chirf entered with zest, was ’fou^ the most 
par^ carried on in French. , In* the absence of Favre 
VOL. I .L L 
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And the Ofenera^the.fonn^r -^as stA* in the <hou»e, but , 
^.be w&j yery If^y'he^had* hiS dinn^ 8ei^|^up ^ him^ 
•in the smalt ^rawing-rpopi) th^ aide-d^-can^ j^as mbre ^ 
lively‘iinde arsing than yeg^rday. H&j3ore*th*e whoje 
'burden obthe cctoversation ^for a considerable 
a seriep o£ droll iinecdotes. ^Che scarcity of food frf the 
oity had become of late *"ery j)aiufuliy^ perce^ible,^ud 
b^experience would appear to have ‘b§en more with, 
'tlje arousing,*'thS,n "wnth the serious, stde of thp (^rtestiofl. 

said that' fcjr him the nlost interesting peeiqd .of 
their fash* was-“ wlwle they'^ere eating-up the; Jardm 
des Plantes.” Elephant meat cost twenty fi-arics per 
kilogramme and tasted^ like coarse beef, ajid they had , 
really haji' “ filets dd chameau ” and “ cotelettes de 
tigre*” A dog flesh /nartet was held hi the Rue Saint 
►I^onor^, the price being two francf^ kilo. 

There were hardly any more dogs to be been in Paris, 
and whenever people caught sight ®f one, they iminedi- 
ately4iunted it down. It was the same w'ith cats. If 
^ pigeon alighted on a roof a view holloa was at once 
raised in tiie stre^o. Only the carrier pigeons were 
spared. *^The despatches wfre fastened in the mnidle of 
their tail feathers, of e^b^h they ou^ht to have nine. 
If one of them happened to have oply eight, they said*. 

“ ee n’est qu’un civil ’’ and ,it hac^ \f> go tire waj^of ail 
flesbi ‘'A lady is s^aid to have remarked ; “Jamais je 
ne mangerai "plus'’de pigeon, c»h je Sroirais toujours 
.ayoir<mang4 un facteur.” “ • • • 

In return for these* and other stories the Chief rg- 


•^ated &-number of things which were not yet known in 
hhe/i:fawing-room3 ,an<i clubs of Paris, apd" which people 
there might be glad to hear, as for instance the shabby 
behaviour 'of Rothschild at Ferrihres, tmd the in 
vybich the :|[glector of 4Ie^e transformed Rothschild’s 
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• grandfeth^r Am^cnei front a fifctle *4^w mtb fP ^reat one^ 

^.The Oii^^oi^or r^eatet^^y referred tx> tiie Jatt^^as* fife 
“Juif ^'^^caur,” and aft»r*vard!?‘gave a* d^cripticfj of 
tke domeatioated Jews of tilfe PoMsh nobility.* * • *. 

*06, Botilen reporting lat«r on»that fie had? in Kccof- 
dance with instruction.s, sent certain*papers* to*“ the 
^ 4 jj^r*r,^ the Cfiief ob#erv'ed : l^e* Emperor ^ t 

•envy those to* whom Ae new title already comes Jb 
trippingly*” *Abeken retifrned from his W^Iajestjt’s and’ 
av«i<fuitced that “ The mattef of thd was settlefi.” 

The Chief: “Have yoM also fired off * my* revolver 
letter ? ” Abeken : “ Yes, Excellency, it has been dis- 
’ charged.” 

After dinner read drafts ivnd reports, amongst the 
latter a very interesting one in wWch Russia advises us 
to leave Metz.aad German Lorraine to th§ French, awd 
to annex a» neighbouring piece of tetritory iystead. 
According to a j’ecent* despatch from St. Petersburg 
Gortschakoft' has* .suggested that Germany might**take 
Luxemburg gnd leave .the Frenc^ a corresponding 
portion.of Lorraine. The »geograph*cal positign of the 
Grand JDuchy indicated that it should form part of 
Germany, and Priifce Henry, devotedly attached 

his* separate ^oui*t, alone stood in the way. .King 
Williaen wrotf on the'n«rgin of the de.sj)atch ^hat this sug¬ 
gestion was to be,absollately rejected. ^ The^Olrief ffieii re¬ 
plied as follows; The futhre position of Luxemburg would, 
it is* tr»e, be an ilnpleasant one—not for us, but rather" 
,for the Grand Duchy itself. Wc must not, however, 
.exercise any compulsion, iior take the property of^thers/; 
We ipust*,*theref«rt? adhere to the* programme conlmfini- 
oatud five months ago to St. Petersburg,‘especially as we 
ha'v% since thep m^de great sacrifices. The ^"ealisation 
: of tfiat programme is indispensable for thA security of 
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^^rmany. *\ We mu^ lia\ 5 fi Motz. German {>eoB]le 

^fcfuld n^ tojera^e any alteration of the prd^.a^wAe. ^ 

* i^avre did hot leave® till I0«i5 p.m., and-thSn, not for 
^Pari«, bitt<for his quartters herf* in the Boirli^vard du Roi. 
He vdll come ag^in tormorrow at noon. • 

The Chief af(5^rwards joined us at tea. In speaking, 
yf the “capitulalioh find'the armistice^^ Bohlen asl^d. * 
‘*?^ut what if the others do ndt agree—^Gambetta an^* 
"the Prefects i2j the south ? ” ‘'tWell, in that case we have 
the forts which give'us the control of the city,”'teplmd 
the Chief. , “'The King also could not understand that, 
and inquired what was to happen if the people at 
Bordeaux did not rat’fy the'arrangement. ‘Well,’ I 
replied, then we remajn in the forts and keep the 
' Parisians shut up, end perhaps in that‘case we may 
^roifuse to prolong the armistice on the 19th of February. 

In the, meantime they have delivered up their arms, and 
1 they must pay the contribution.' Those who have given 
a meferifil pledge under a treaty are aM the worse off if 
they cannot fulfil its conditions.’ ” 

Favrg had, it feems, confessed to the Chi&f, that he 
had proceeded “ un peu t6rn^rairement ” in the matter of 
the revictualling 01 *TMr'8. He really did not know 
whether h<? would be able to providq in.,good time for 
the hundreds of thousands in dhh city." Somelxx^ 
obsertted “ In case of necessity Stosch could supply 
them with live stock and flour.’” The Chief: “ Yes, so 
long 'as he can do so without injury to ouroelves.” 
Bismarok-Bohlen was of opinion that we need not give* 
dhem 'jatoything ; let them see for themselves where they., 
oouJd get supplies, &c. The Chief; “fWell^ Then, you 
would let them, starve ? ” • Bohlen : “Certainly.” ‘The 
Cllief: “ But then how are we to get/)ur^contribtttio6 ? ” 
Later <}h the Midis ter said : “ BusinesB of State, 
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n^otiatiolhs wit^ fne en«Qy*^o rrr^t irritate Ae. 'Thei^. 

• ol^otignn^ my ideas and demaadsi even wlierf theJ^M© ' 
unreasomabl#, leave ma» quit* • eool. B«f the j^tty^ 
grumbling sgng* meddling? ©f th» military authoriti^ cA 
pobtfcfil questions,‘and their .ignosanoe df what.i3 pbssible 

^an<f not possible in* such liatter^! Oi^j of them •comes 
*aq«i wants thisf another,one fhat^ afld’when ybu hav% 

• got rid of the*first two^ a third one' turns up—an aidb- 

de-camp or *aide-de-cam|P general—whq* says C ‘ Bat,* 
yaut Excellency, aurely that is imp5ssij>lc,’ or ‘ rnust 
have this too iri addition, else, we ^lAill bn iy Banger of 
our lives.^ And yesterday they went so far as to insist 
that a condition (i.e., for the surrender of th<? flags),. 
which was not mentioned in tlje negotiations,v^liould be^ 
introduced into a' document that vms already signefl. I* 
said to therti, Jbowever : ‘We have comryitted manv. rf 
crime in this wjir—but falsification ©f deedsJ No, 
gentlemen, really th’at Cannot be, done.’ ” < 

Bernstorlf,* it was mentioned, reports tha^ lf% had 
informed the,Con^ercncc,that from this time forward ke 
represented the German Empire aneJ^imperoV and that 
the otfer members received this announcement with 
approval. Thereil^omthe ClwCf^cfYnarked ; “ Bei;n8torfF 
IB after all a rp/iq who has had business experience, Ifow 
San ke do shell things ? ilis wife—what’s her name ? 
Augusta—no, Anna—-^will have a fin'e opinion of *h»rself ' 
Imperial AmbaShadress ! I cannot lay much store 


now. 


by'8U»h titles. * A prosperous and jioworful King, is 
ketter than a weak Em^ieror, afid a rich Baron better 
than a poor* Count.” Such an Emperor auTthat 
Brazil opMexic# ! *’ “ With a salary of 800,000 flpaina,^’ 

iht^ected Holstein. The Chief; “.WeU, that would 
be* enough tq -g^t on with. They requir^ no fifing 
and no winter clothes.’’ 
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,f Hatzferclt nnentiojjed tiat^a SfmAisli secretary < 
* embassy "tia^ callSd. . iie had'come from BillRl€^jix»and • 
^vraniSed to *j»iter P^iri^ «in pader to bring his 

<5Quntryi»e». ‘He^lso^had a^ettel* frorrr i^haudordy fo^ 
t'ftvre*and*was ifi great haste. Wha^ answer ljhqjald*l>e 
given 4ip Ifim ? Ihe C^jief sloped down a liltle*over , 
t^e "tabie, therf »at^ bcrit upright .a^in, and* srftd ;* 
“ ?^1ttempting to cafry a despatch from one member of* 
thp enemy’s CJpvernment to aifother throu^ onr.lmes— 
th^ is,a case e:^aritiy suited^for a count-martial. 
he comes back you .will .treat* the matter in ‘a very 
serious way : receive him coolly, looked surprised, and 
,Sj^y thal. we must compjain to' the new King of Spain 
^wdth rega];rX to suoh a breach of neutrality and demand 
oatisftiction. Besides, I am astonished that Stiehle 

• 

, sh^juld have le^t the fellow pass. These* soldiers alw'ays 
pay'too^ much <Jeference to diplomats. ^ And even if he 
(a.had been an ambassadpr, Mett(?rni5h ,for instance, ho 
should have been turned back even if he' had to freeze 
and starve in conse<mence. Indeed, such carrier service 
borders clpsftly on spying.” t ' % « 

The rush of people to and out of Paris that w^ now 
« to be apprehended thftt ♦njime up fo^' discussion. The 
ChiefWell, the French will not lot S(p VQry many out, 
and^we shall only let those pass who have a*pcrmi^rorrP 
* the aijitborities inside, and perhaps^ not all of those.” 

Some one said that Rothschild,‘who had been supplied 
with a* safe conduct, wanted to dome oht; upon«which 
the Chief: “It woulcb be well to detain him.—as a 
6;^otirf«r, and include him amongst the prisoners of 
war.* (To Keudell). Just inquire into fche m^tter^^ I 
mean it seriously.”. BohleiJ exclaimed ; “ Then Blefbh-. 
rtid* will cbme* rushing over here and ^ro|trate himstlf 
in the name <jf all the Rothschild, family.” The Chief: 
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“Jn tRat case w^wul se^ Rfsa in*^ join th^ in I^ariA , 
•w]jefe*b^ havjs his share of «4ie 4og*huptin^' * • • 

. Ast^^shment was Aejo elcf)je®ed tirflf the Daily 
'Feleyraph sh^flld have Ahread}^ puhlistfted tfetailaa 
epi^me of the cortvention signed yeet(?rday, and tn this 
.connection Stieber,*Favre’3*fellovtlodged, was lAentsoned. 
\hi English coi^espondeat hud* ad^n^vlMged, aficordinj^ 

* to Bueher, that ^e had* received the news from Stietj*fr, 
and tho*Minister added :•'* I am convince^ that ^tiel^i* 
o^Sed Favre’s waiting des^: with *a jjcivlock, art:l tffen 
made .d^t^acts from hiS papers whtch he ga^e to the 
Englishman.” Th^s is scarcely probable, as Stieber’s 
knowledge <?f Frencli is ’ inadetpiate for that jtnrpos^ , 
lie much more probably received the new!^ from hia^ 
patron Bohleh, or perhaps from .sotne officer who heard«_ 
it from the Geyefal Staff, who—as the Chartcellor recenjl/ 
remarked—‘‘are,very oldiging and ccAnmunicgtive in 
such matters.” 

Mondayff(Iny.aTy 2>Qth .—Favre and othei; Flfmch- 
men, including the Chief or Prefect of the Paris poli«»e, 
were busily engaged witlt the Chjtif durii^g,the after¬ 


noon, And dined with him at 5.30 i*.M. The secretaries 
and I were to cro *to >he HoWl*^ds Reservoirs, n§ there 
was not rooiifc.enough at table. I remained at,home, 
tow'eVer, ami translated Gramville's latest peace propolis 
for the Empercy. , , ^ ^ * 

Abeken came up \o^mc after dinner to get the 
transition, and wa.^ sorry I had not licen present*as the 
dbnversation was speciafly interesting. The Chief hatl 
told the Fretichmen, anaongst other thing)}, tlflft to 
conaistedt.in oiie’S policy waif frequently a misttrieef and 
•oiriy, showed obstinacy anc^ narrow-mdndednesa. One 
m^t modify •his* course of action in acooi^nce ^th 
events, with the situation .of affairs, wAh the possi- 
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of ^e»caS, t^4diig,*t}i% rela^fis of tEiing* in^ 
fwconiit ‘fcniJ ^ sefVing liis country as'^he • 

oflFeri an3 n(!y^flccordii>g*t» hig 4 (ipinion 8 , whkih we oft^n 
'pljejudibe*. • When.he first eot.erecT into political life, m 
a.youHg aijcJ'inei^pQfieiiced paan, he kad very* di^fhrent 
views^cfiaims t# thos*^ whicfii he hud at present.* He 


had,* however, aHered^and recopsiderotl kis opinions, Aijd* 
h^ not hesitated to* sacrifice his* wishes, either partially 
Or^whoJly to %^e* requirements,of the day*, in» qrder to 
be^f service. ^Ckie'lnust not impo.se «hi 8 own le'S.ntn^ 
and desiiSjs upon hi^ coiyitry.* “ La p'atrie veut etre 
servie et pas dominie.” This remark greatly impressed 
,t;^e Parisian gentlemen,, of cohrse principally because of 
its striking form. Favr^ replied : “ C’est bien juste, 
tMonsieur le Comte, o’est profond.” 'Another of the 
Frenchmen also declared enthusiastically^ Oui, Mes¬ 
sieurs, c’est un mot profond.” ^ , 

Bucher, when I wipat down*-to* tep., confirmed the 
abovg*particular^, and related that Favre kfter praising 
the truth and profundity of the, Chief^s reipark—which, 
of course,^ v^is mad^ for the edification of the Eajdsians, 
just as in general his table talk is intended :^r the 
benefit^ of liis guest»- 4 >-h»v! 3 t needs fttld the following 
bStise “ Ndanmoins c’est un beau »pecj:a^e de voir un* 
hor^me, qui n’a jamais»chang4 ses principes.*’ The* rail- 
‘ way director, who ‘ appeared to Bucher to be more 
intelligent than J'avre, added, '• in reference to the 
“ servW et pas dominie,” that \,hat amounted to «aen of 
genius subordinating themselves'to the will and opinion* 
wf the ,«majority, and* that rpajorities were always 
deficient in intelligeBce,*kn®wledge, and oharact^. ,The 
Chief made a lofty reply tO' thLs objection, stating fhAf* 
with him ( 1 .e.,*with the’ man of gen^ps.'jhe heroj Ae 
oonaoiouanea^* of his reSpoosibiliJiy before God was one 
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Q^hi^guiSing s 1 ^^. H»op^)Osed*to dr^ du gSn^^ 

• tc^'s^hict lii interlocutor had gweii*3uch fi ^ 

the se^l^ •£ duty (d^ubtleis* •nieanin^^what ^au^ 
describes ^as-^ilK? categoric^Wmpetative), \frh^jiii*he makoT; 
taftf<^ to be nobleft- and mone powerful* • • • 

A little after *11 o’clock tlvJ Chtfliccllor ‘joined us 
*ai^tear “ I anoP roally c*iriou.'^,” h^ Saifl, “ to ifco whrft 
Pambetta wil^ do. It ‘looks as if he wanted to thiAk 
over the * matter furtherj as he has not jfet repJied. • I 
tjhirfk*too, he will ultimately give ^va;ji , Besidest if^ot 
it why * l^e ■ all * right. I should haVe ncPoljj^’ction to a 
little ‘ Main line ’ across France. These Frenchmen are 
really very funny people. Favre comes to me* with 
face like a martyred saint, and looks as if he* had som^ 
most important ‘communication t» make. So I 5ay Uf 
him, ‘ Shalbvje go up stairs ? ’ ‘ Yes,’ he ^ys, ‘ let u^<i 6 
so.” But when ,we are tliere he sits down apfl writes 
letter after letter, and *1 wait in* vain for any iraportanl^ 
statement or*pit?ce of news from him. As a matter of 
fact, he had nothing to nay. What he has done for *us 
would,go into two pages^of note-|^apcr.” * “ And this 
Prefecit of Police ! I have niever in my whole life met 
such an unpracticfS .1 man. e.xpcctcd to,advise 

and ^elp them in everything. In the course of U«rtf an 
^our» he fires all sorts of cequerfts into me, so thivt at 
last I nearly Ipst piy^ience, ^.nd said to^him, ‘IJutj'fby 
good sir, would it not*be better to fet me have all this 
in writing ? Otherwise it cannot be properly attended 
to, for it is impossible for me* to carry it all in my 
head.’ Tho^ands of things pass througti one's min^ 
anc^ whfin^ I think seriously of one • matter I lo6e •sight 

• of others.” • _ • • 

* The con^^nr8^on then turned on tiie ftifificult^^ of 
supplying the Parisians with provisions. ’» Several rail- 
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piys wer^ ageless^ at •least* for t];ie timapbein^^ to allosr 


luppfj es Jto * he draWn •^rom those parts •Pr&n^e 
jnm^di^tely •adjoining'tlfe di^fticts we ocCup^*might 
jeffult in 5c&i5pi£y aild embarraasirPent to bflfte^es ; apd 
:h% po’rt ctf Diep^ef, where h^ey eoudt upon recse^-fjng 
jonsijghfnents fron; aljroad, 'could *oply hol^ a few 
v^essphs. * ‘^The CThief rrectoned* out llo\ 3 ? many fati^ns 
wcp[lld required daily, and how much c?>uld be Jrans-, 
pol^d hi modefately norrfial c^fcumstances. H« found 
that the supply ^ouTd be .very scaifty one, anct 1^iat 
possibly large 1iumb*ers might still have to stafve. He 
then added: “ Favre himself said to jne that they had 
held out toq long. That was, however, as Ife confessed, 
rjierel^ because thSy knewf we had provisions stored for 
fhem at Lagny. Th5y had exact particulars on that 
potut. At ona time we had collected ‘for ‘them there 
1,400 loaded waggons. • ^ ' 

The levying of taxes and contributions was then 
discussed, • and the Chief explained ,to IVlaltzahn the 
ar/angements he fished to see made. • Instead of 
scattering •our forced'-they shdUld in general be*" massed 
in the chief town of the jdep^rtment arrondissisment, 
and fsom these cenwes •‘flying * columns should 
despatched against those who refused to q^y taxes, as 
welt as agaiijst thf guerilRis ,arftl 'their aiders * and 
ab^CTirs.* * 


With regard to the ten million francs contribution 
imposed upon the district of Foptenay for the destruc¬ 
tion of the railway bridges, Henckel declared, as an* 
ejfpert, tHht that was an^impossible demaqdA-they could 
not eSqueeze even two niillions out* df the **peoole.^ 
“ Probably pot pile' milliqn,” remarked the phief. “tSflt 
that is our wa^ of doin^ things. All rsorts of terrible 
threats are constantly uttered, and then afterwards they 
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Quandt be*carrie^^fi. 'Jfee p«opl€ gn«^^y 6e^^^lg; throu^!^* 
tl^a^ ^ th.m|j, and get*acc»»tome<J to Jt^ * 

. Th^tf f# llowed a h«gkly •ifi^neating^nd det^e<^ 
■eview of tI»«^riou8 phajtfti in the develoj^8nt of tiiQ 
sc^iefia^ for the aceeasion of.the iouth I3erma« states to 
the J^orthern Confederatimi. “,WhiI(fwo we'te ^^ill in 
'Milinz*” related*^ the Cha*icellot, “;th% King of*B^vnri^ 
^T 0 te«a letter* to^our ntost gracious master in which Ae 
expressed* a Rope that ha^vould not be n*^diati8*d. Aa 
^•rftafter of course, hLs mipd was^aetj nt e^iso on l^iat 
point.^ • ^ut the King *dkl not waitt th(? aji.^er tp be 
quite so categorical. That was the first conflict between 
the King ami myself during tha war. I told him that < 
King Lewis would probably yi that case wi^idraw hit^ 
troops, and that*he would be witlfin Ins right in Roing* 
so, I remetn^er it was in the corner rqpm. It wi^a 
hard struggle, aqd finally,he left me still in doqjit as to 
what he was going do. Aftes the first great victories^ 
and before SSclifli, there was another i<lea, nanael^f that 
of a military revolution and a tmlitary Emperor ^^f 
Germany, 'who should b* procla$icd by'tjje troops, 
including the Bavarians. IThat idea was not to my 
liking. Subsequdfitl}> when •Br^ came here, th^y had 
^hou^t out >i.p^n t^f their own in Munich. felt 

them«elvea fo be snfet and wished for sonyething more. 
Bray brought jcith him the, plan of tjie *alt6lai«etBg 
imperial dignity. As* Bray said to me, an agreement 
could l»e come td between the North German Confedera- 
Mon and Bavaria or between GeAnany and Bavaria. In 
the meantin^ we might.very well conclude ,tre/Wies wit^ 
Badgn ^d WttrCfemberg, and afterwards come'»tfe an 
ilndferstanding with Bavaria.* I was quite satisfied with 
thSlt. But wljen •! told it to lielbrlick, Vie fooked as if 
he were going to faint- I *ai(T to him, ‘TFor Heaven's 
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•JWce, why i^otf accept^^t ? •^t m exac^ what we Vaqj;’ 
'%rtr so j% w%8 too. • F** wlien*! infonned %lclfo«v* ajd < 

j^VIittoacht, t^?^ wer® bfi^de .Aemselves with J€ge, acd^ 
JmmediaUfelK cftme ^ ^rms'Vith me. •ieiter^ on, how¬ 
ever, the Kmg (hf .WtirtemJjerg) was* induced to, st^ke 
out agairf in a 15ew lifie. !Pt was through ^^rau von 
tras^^r, Vho ha(J gfeai. iiffiuen<^ at thejCourt imSt^^tt-* 
gkrt. He wanted to act once ntfore w^h Bavaria.* Th§ 
Ministers, ho'^iever, remained ftrm, and assured me they 
would,rather rgis^Uj^and thus it came about th^t*the 
Treaty with WUrtefuberg was not concluded uptihafter- 
wards in Berlin. Finally, after all sorts of difficulties 
gn both sides, the arrangement with Bavaria was also 
settled. Now there was ^nly one thing wanting—but 
that Vas the most important of all ! 1 saW a way, and 

W?pte a letter—and after that the credit belongs to a 
Bavari^p Court' official. He achieved an almost im- 
:po88ible feat. In six dfys he rhade the journey there 
and b'ackp eighteen German miles, without a railway, to 
the palace in the mountains where the King was staying 
—and in addition t^ that his wife was ill at the time. 
It was really a great deal foi' him to do. He arrives at 
the palace, finds thS^^Kitt-g unwell—suffering from a 
tumor.in the gum, or from the after effeyctSo of an (opera¬ 
tion under cjiloroform. H(v is not t?o be seen. ^tVell* 
btivdaeTiad a letter from me to deliver—very pressing. 
In vain ; the King will not be disturbed ; he will do no 
business to-day. At last his' Majesty’s curiosity is 
euroused, and he wants to know what I have to com* 
'raunicatt--to ^lim—and the letter is well received. But 
fiiere. no ink, no pmper, mo writing materials.. They 
send off a ^oom^* who ultimately comes b^k with 
ooaise letter paper ; the King writes 1^ aJQswer, just as 
he is, in bed-«-and the German Ejnpijre is made I ” 



J«*. 3*. TMB smmDEATS SP^CM . • 5*f 

_1^-* •-.- - * —»— • ---fJt.' 

Jacoby’s am^l^Uavjq^jg b^n Jtneiflfenedi^ the XJhirf, 
/oGeearv^ Othl^wise, Falken^t^sin fwjlfed (^u^tc^seoiaiblj^ 
bilt th^ks ^ thdt measyyi^e of^bi^ juid toakis irabidhl to 
ijpiease*JacoJj]^jyhen i ^<yiested» hirq to flo ac% ♦e 
utfi^b^e tf^ convoke, the Diet for ^ wijole mcm^. far 
as I tuna 'concerned, he mJ^ht have had Jacoby, carved 
•up^or JiiAself i]Btt>,rhino<>ero3 autletJi b«t he Q«ght?not 
to have locked liim up! All he \ftui to shoV for" t" 
^inB*waa the p<?8sessioE^ of a dried up pld Je’^J. 

^i«g. •too, would, not at* first * listwfl my represetfta- 
tions. ,We were accordiiT^y oblig«d to, wait, as the 
Diet ^oifld have been within its right in demanding his 
liberation. , ’ • , • ^ , 

Jacoby’s name brought up that of.anoth&j congenial 
mind, viz., Waldeck (the Radical ieacler in,the Pritsaiaib 
Diet), of whom J^he Chief gave the following deacriptiop ». 
“ Something ^ike Favre,^ always consktent, his vfews 
and decisions cut aftd dried in ^dvance, and, in additiojjg 
to that, a stately presence and a venefable white^^^eard, 
fine speeches delivered with the earnestness of de«p- 
toned cpnviction, even op trifling matters, that is so 
impressive ! He makes a speech in a voice throbbing 
with 3.evotion to^rinpiple in^er^^er to prove to you that 
•this Spoon is in the#glas8, and he proclaims that any one 
•whojrefusee^ to aejeegt thi^ statement is a scoundrel 1 
And all the world belidves him, and praisefi him f^jklMS 
staunchness in'*every*kcy from trebib to bass.” 

T'^ffisday^J<%nuary*‘i\st .—The King of Sweden Jias 
delivered a bellicose spSech from the throne. Why, ye 
gods ? I Wfite two paragraphs' under instruclions firopa- 
the Chief, aht^ then a third, %^hi<ih calk* attenjbipn fo 
sufferings during the bgmbardm§ 4 t of a number of 
ifioffensive Qbra^an families Who, for yaridus reasons, 
remained behind in Paris afteF the expn^ion of their 
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fiiUoV *' coilJatB.yi!ifei, jand ^^coiqjmen^^Washbtirne* the 
^jlited %;afe8 Miniptej^ foi* the effllPts l^^mad^ to' 
allevjat^ th»3>®t of thp»c^ unfyjfunate *peoj^e. •yin tlm 
Itegpfectdit, has* realty acted ia a^ lliannef^ilj?at*d^erv€^ 
otjr wfcrme,^thanks, a^d has been loyally a^sted^by 
his 8 ub< 2 rdinates. 

CT The cParisiaa gtintlemen are agajiT here, fncjudji^< 
Faylfe, whfo has 8ent‘^a telegramc to Gambetta urgently 
»e(^uest^g hir»^tcf yield. It i^^to be feared h« will not* 
doy.o. At least l^e®Prefect of'Marseilles is showing^hig 
teeth and; sn^Iingcat poor ‘Faj^re with* the patriotic 
declaration ; “ Je n’ob^is plus le capitule de Sisrnarck. 
Je ne le<connai8 plus.” J*roud and staunch-»-but danger 
is best at ^Uistange. 

« At tea I hear frort^, Bucher that the Chief has been 
spgaking very strongly about Garibg-ldi^ that old 
drerfmer, whom Favre declares to be a hero. , 

Subsequently Duparc had an interview with the 
Mihis^r. Shortly after ten the Chief joined us at 
teec He ferst spoke of the unpractical character of the 
Frenchmen who ha-fe been Yc>rking with hlnv during 
the past few days, ^wo Mipisters, Favre and Magnin, 
the Minister of FinanG4[|'-.^^o has ^^ccctopanied him this 
time,, spent half an hour to-day worrying ovei*' one 
tele^am. This led him to, spea^c of the? Frencii in' 
geei*4^1 •e.nd, of the “entire Latin race, and to compare 
them with the Gerrhanic peoples. ^ “ The Germans, the 
Gerpianio race,” he said, “ is, ’ So to speak, the^imale 
principle throughout Europe—the fructifying principle.* 
Xlje Celtic^ aJid Slav pebples represent the»female sex. 
That principle extends “as Jar as the*. ISJpfth Sea and 
then across to Epgland.” J. ventured to add : “ And' 
also us far ds Ahaerica and the Westerp States of 
Union, where ^me of our people form the best part bf 


€he ^pulifttioli a£|^lnfl11eAc^ flie^ ma^Rera tha 
'“^es,” h^^epliai, “ th^e.afe thftir ^hildfeiy the,finj^ 
they “But that was t^ be’seen j^Praface,while 

the Frtirats^hsid stilL th^bpper "hand. The Rwoftttiqjfci 
ofc 1789 was •TKe overthrow of t£e Gfeiynar\^<^enjent ^y 
the Celtic. And what h^vfe we'seeb ^ince tl^en ? And 
,thj^ held* good^ i® Spain so Iphg jw l^he GotJj.'ic ljlo<;^ 
p'Vedominated.^ ^ And aj^ in Italy, where in ,lhe No^th 
'the Germany al«o play^ a leading par^. When ttiaj 
elegaept had exhausted Itself, -therg, was ’nothing decent 
feft. It was much the samb thing in *RM83ia,_wlfere the 
Germanie Warager, the RurikS, first l/Dund them 
together. As soon as i;he natives there prev|iil over 
the German immigrants and the Germans of the Baltic' 
Provinces, they, fall asundet into ’mere dbmmynes.J^ 
“ It is true that the unmixed Germans are* not of mucp 


account either.* In the south and wa?t where they 
were left to thtmsel^es,* there were only Kirights pf 
the Empire,,Jnfperial Towns, hud Iipmediate 
of the Empire, each for itself, and all tuftiblihg^ to 


pieces., ThS Germans* are all rjght whgn they are 
forced to unite—excellent, irre^tible, invincible— 


otherwise each or^e will act*a(^^:u^ing to his own ideas.” 
«“ Really, after all, an* intelligent absolutism is the best 
/orm®of go'^emTnent. Without a certain amount of it 
everything falls asunder. One wiiihes tlAs thfp g -’ap d,, 
another that, there is'pternal'vacillation,asternal defays.” 


“ But we hsve, no lopger any genuine absoli^tiats— 
that 18 to say, no kings, "^hey have disappeared, 
^e variety has died out.” “oA Republic is perhaps 
after all the right fohn of government,- ar^* it will 
^otjbtleks * confe in the future; but I dislike our 
^ERpablicans. Formerly things were" difforent, 'vidien 
piincea still kppfiared in brocaded coats,, and covered 
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■vsitlf -sftarsr^ TtiP ar§ (^e^ining e^^l^wfiere? an<i that 
'4^iae wi^l l^e njach' gi|eate» ia futulW seea tlTaV 

•"in the yCung^.generatioiv I^is'the <;ase "Tjath^s alft>. 
■^o '^ove^rocTl^r c?e'’?>^rw;e.^Vl^ey no want to 

^Qvenj., an^V.re glad when some on^ relieves ^thdip»of 
the tr^ubli. AlCtfiey^’care'is tg be praised'in the 
newspapers, and, tot get as much mon^y as p«3sil3lej^or< 
tb^hr''personal requirements. The only .one who still 
eonducte his ebusiness prope»>y is Ifne ©Id, Kitig of 
Sacony.” “ And when they ^it at 1;he table <ih6t^ vn 
the Hbto^ dqs*^ Ite^tervoirs,* herp near the Pajace of 
Louis XIV.', and every one sees that they are*ordinary 
human r.being8—and how ordinary !—why ^ the halo is 
'quite lost. "And then-one fine morning three Grand 
^Dukas pay their respects to me, and - find me in my 
' dressing gown 1 ” 

'i ventured*" tp relate that as a little cliild I pictured 
fctjto myself the King of Saxony, who was the only 
m^hMWwh I knew of at that time, as resembling the king 
in, the pack of cards—clad in ermiile, and wearing a 
crown with orb andc^sceptre, ^tiff, gorgeous, anfl dmper- 
turbable and that^it was q fearful disappointment for 
me when my nurse ou<j|f«ppinted out to me a gentleman 
in the passage between the palace and the Ca'iholic* 
church in Dresden, and told nie thqt l^hat little, cro^ked^ 
a maff, whose uniform became him so badly, was 

King Anton. The- Chief said Our peasants also 
had very curious conceptioiis, and • fhe fo^owing 
story was current amongst them. It was to th^ 

.effect th^t on one occasion, when a nu^lbe^ of us 
young people were gathered togethe'' in' some public 
place, we said something against the King, who. 
happened to bo close to us, but was unknown to usl' Etc 
suddenly stood up, opened his mantle and showed the 
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^r oa hi^ breast;%^fhe*yth«^ were t^Brifiedi^but ft'diS 
|iffect^^, afW I pitched Ijim’tio^n tKe itaira-.? 
r^eive^,^!^ yeats imp^onm^jiti (or it»ii¥id was*, not* 
ayowed my^^lf. ..As L wore a.b^.1 U 

tin2^*a tjftbit whieh I had ^acqu^irecj ki F^^ce fl84a)* 
.^wher6 \t'was then, the fAshion^ it w%s said'»tliat the 
■ix^utipn^ carao^ once every • year ■•oi> St. Sy^cater’s 
-night to shavti ft off. .Tho.se who' told this a^ry WQ?e 
rich pSa^jits tind'otherw^iee not at all .^t^pid, ar^l tli^y ' 
repeitetl it, not l)foause tJliey liad ai^y^dng against Ae 
but quit^ in a friendly way, and fulUit' .syniptlthy for a 
young* man’.s ra.shnc.ss. The pitching dowii .stairs was 
rather a coarse inve’iition, but I \ya.s pleased all tlwj same 
that it was only to me they ^aVe cre,dit for’.^not being 
intimidated by tlie .star.” 

I thereupon tasked the Chief if there was any trutji* 
in the story ^f^he beer glass he was sai<bto have broken 
on someone’s head *in‘a feerlin^ restaurant because li^ 
had insulteil t4i(^«(^ueen or refused to d?ink her 
“ It was quite diffei'ent,” he reijlicd, “ and had no political 
significajai^e‘wliatever. A.s •1 was g<^ig honSe late one 
evening—it must have bcey in the year 1847—I met 
.some one who tried* to^^ pick (^jj’^IM'rcl w'ith me. As I 
pnlled'diim uj^on account of his language, I discovered 
that lyt was van oh) a^quaiutanexv We had not seen 
eiich other for a long tinii, and on his jn’opo.singkm tBMf 

‘ Come, let’s go to-(he mentioned a flame), I went 

with higi, altlmugh I really had ha<l enough alrcarly. 
Byt after getting our bi’er he fell asleep. Now there 
were a lot of .people sitting neat us, one of w^ipm had, 
also taken morq than he could carry, and wlio was’ 
attracting Attention by his npisy behayiour. I quietly 
drAk^my beer,*and this man goc angry at l>eingt 90 
quiet and began to taunt me. d took nc> notice, and 
. VOL. I . ! mm 
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i^fiat’made^iim omy^tiie jaore^angi^&nd hia laagua^ 

gre^ ^ore AaDlerffc. * I did^ot to Jtiave, 

,*any• quarreldid, I, Mke away, as would 

^ave tIio«,jriit^ was affaid. •^t,lflst, hax^^f^er, he canje 
9 \'er to my^ablft ^nd,threatened to.throw the be^ in 
my face. " That #as to^ muoJi for me. I stood up and 
told^hiha to go nx\yay,» and ^ as hp* made di jmqlipr# 
tO- throw* the beer ht me, I gave liim 5, blow under the ■ 
"ehin, s« that tje fell back^vardft, breakfng the .chair ani 
th^ gl^^-ss, and ,r^ll^d across the room right on "to* t^e 
wall. The^ landlady ,theiq came, and 1 told her f^e need 
not worry, as I would pay for the chair ancT the beer 
glass. '1 said to the others ; ‘ You are witnesses, gentle- 
^men, thap f did not seck^a quarrel, and that I endured 
dt a^^ long i^ossibka. But I cannot be expected to 
''afj^ow a glass^ of beer to be poured on, my head simply 
because^I was (quietly drinking my glass. ' Jf the gentle- 
n has lost a tooth in coiisd5|uence I shall be 



sorryt'* But I "w'hs obliged to defend na}*txilf. Besides, 
if anybody wishes to know more, here is my card.’ 
It turned "out tli^ they j^'ere (pute sensible people 
and took my view of the, case. They were annoyed 
with their comrade ''ifafli, acknowledged that .1 was in 
the right. I afterwards met tvm of them kt th4 
Brandenburg Gate. I said • ‘ I ^-hink, gentlemen.; yo» 
’trST'^ picsont when* I had that a'lfair in the beer house in 
the Jagerstrasse. What has happened to my adversary ? 
I should be sorry if he had been hurt.’ 1 must,.explain 
to you that he had to be carried away on that occasion, 
cri Oh,’ tb^'y replied ; ‘ he is all right, and his teeth are 
quihi ysound again- He is altogether subdued, and 
extremely sorry.Jfor what he did. He had just entci;e«| 
th^ army to s’erve his “year, as he i^ a "doctor, ahcf'it 
would have been very Unpleasant for him if people had^ 
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* h^rd «f the affai^Rd e^pe«i»n;^ i^ad 

4ino\%l^^<|^r his^hperiors.**” ^ 

.Thejv^ie/ then relali^ ,tlm# "wh^n ho*^^ atteniing* 
the Universitp -at G^tin^n h« f<)ught** G^t^-eighC 
etufelite •^uels in« three teiyns, ^ind, vfas tnviays^iuokjf 
•^enou^h fo escape with a*whol^ skin^ Oncft hie op- 
pqpSnt’e btade fle^.off, p{ohab>y becnuf^e it wa* bftdlf 
•screwe^ in, and caughli him in tbfe face, wliere ft'nlB- 
mained ^tickhig. * Other^tise he had ne^r received,a.* 
sciar.* •“ I had one very pafrow^‘es^ipe, though, '^t 
Greifswald. There tliey ba^ ir^trodpced an«xtf?Iordinary 
head-dress, a white felt, sugar-loaf hat, and I took it into 
my head thafc I must snip oft the top of the sugttr-loaf^ 
and thus I exposed myself so tha't his .blade \hizzed by 
close to my face. • I bent back, however, in^good tlfne.’^* 
Wednesdax^,^Feh'nia'i'y l.sY. —It was suited at luu^i* 
that Gambeti/O. had ajiproved of the arMiistice, but ex¬ 
pressed surprise ^that i*^e still continued to attat;k 
French in the»^mith-east. Favre, with* his unJiiJllfle^- 
like habits, ^had *omitt,ed to telegraph to him thnt 
operatietis Vere not suspended tl^rc. This^ by the 
way, \yis at his own request* 

There were nO g^iests aJi*|^nch. The Minister, 
3peakftfg aboj^t Favse, said : “I believe he came 4iere 
1 ?o-d^ 3 i jnere^ in ^oivfequejicc of our conversation of 
yesterday, when I would not acknbwledge.that 
baldi was a hero. He "was evidently'anxious about him, 
because I wouI5 not incfuTlc him in the armistic<y. He 
^ pointed to the first article like ’a thorough lawyer. I 
^ said ; ‘ Yes, that was t|ie rule, but the exceptions fol-.^ 
lowed, and Gyihaldi comes und«r them.’ i^uite 

pn^ierstoodf that a Frenchmav should b^r arms against 
ufl^fie defended country, arid had a Aghf to do ^ ; 
J?nt‘ I could not recognise ^the* right of ’.this foreign 
‘ M. M 2 
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•^venturer*^ cosjlRjjMjlitar^^epublic and liig 

%iM o^ ic^vo^utiStiacies ^om every cofiaer .e^rth. 

,^e asked m^chen \xhat*we sha^dd do udth irari^aldi. in 
feaee we' t<sothHn prisoner, ‘d^h,’ rC said, * W 0 will exhibit 
l^m ft)r m<^ey,‘‘aiid diang, a placard round*Jii3*!»«ck 
bearing; the word*" Ingrjatitudfe.’ ” » * * 

']^e*‘.Chief *th^i, asked ; But, where i9 Schaidt- 
rd/inn ? ” Somebody told him. ' “ He will have, I^thinl^ 
'tq.giveime le^l* advice in the matter” (vi25i,,tSe war 
cofitrilpution of «twcf hund^'ecf millions to be p&id by 
Paris). *^"l8 iie n(9t ^ la>vyer ? ” Buciter said» no, he 
had not studied at all, was originally a tradesman, &c. 

, "yhe Chief : “ Well, then, Bleifchrodcr must- first go into 
action. yb mush go into Paris immediately, smell and 
* be sfiielt at by bis brethren in the faith', aixl discu.ss with 
‘the bankers ^low it is to be done, J^urely he is 
coming?” Keudcll : “ Yes,, in a fmv days.” The 
fc^hjef; “ Please telegra^ih him ht hnce, that we w'ant 
himThiim,ediatel}^—then it will be SchehTCmann’s turn. 

I suppose he can speak French ? ” l^o one could say. 
“ I am disposed tojielect Htyickel as the thi»<.F'-string. 
He is well acquainted w,'th Paris, and kno’^'s the 
financjers. A membe^Af-the hmde*finance once said 
to me: ‘On the Stock Exchange 'we, al,p/ays h^ ouf 
money on lucky playors,’ aivl if we nre t<3 follow tlurt 
' Foie. C6unuffenckel is our man.” 

A propos of German unity,** the Minister told us 
that tiiirty years ago, at Gottingen, he'had made a bet 
with an American as 'to whefher Germany would l*e 
V.united wifhin twenty-five years, “The wnner was to 
pro\iic^e twenty-five, boltlea of champeig^e, and*the loser 
was to cross thet, ocean to drink them. The* Amehloaii 
wagered againht union, and I in favour, '^Te interestSig 
point is thats as far back as 1833, I must have had'th^ 
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idea whic^has^^Pw, ’swth^GrcxJ’^.h^^, realis^^ 

» al|hf)ugj><^^ th^ tirr^e *I was«©pp«»eM t<\ a41 Wio^ 
prpfessji^tcfcdesire such«» <ihal!^a’'* • \ 

• Final^, Chief decl^ted hfs belief hi^ffinfluend^ 
o^^'e^njoon on the growtlwof the hafr aml^of *J)lanes. 

, This‘subject came ttp through hiajocula1‘-ly cen^a^tllating 
*AJfcken 5n thtj %tylo ki wlrtch.h'^s locks kftd .})eeti 
Jrimnied. “ \hDu^look twice as young, Herr Geheimratif,” 
he saul,, *“ IT I were on^^ your wife 1 V»u liava had*it* 
oatTixtictly at the riglit tim<i, undeT a <yq,seent moipn. It 
is just the same as witli*trees. Wbch they a^intended 
to shoot again they are felled when the moon is in the 
first quarterf but when tfiey aro to be rooted^ up^then it 
is done in the last <[uarter, a% in that case the stump, 
decays sooner: There are people ^ho will not belieTe it," 
learned men, Jjiit the State itself acts jjn this be^pf 
although it wull pot openly confess to iR No 'v^oodman 
will think of feljing a‘birch tr«c which is intendec^i# 
throw out slnlbCfj when the moon is wafting.” , * 

After dinpcr I read a iiumi)er of documents rclatiftg 
to the ^ftiisticc and the rcmuctuallii|^ of Paris,including 
several, letters in Favre’s own hand, which is neat and 
legible. One of tlie tetters that Paris ha^ only 

ftour gnoughvto, last up to the 4th ol February, "and 
Sfter ^bat nothing 4>ut*hprsofle.sh.* Moltkcjs requested 
by the Chief not^ to tr^at Garijialdi oh thy siffncTootffi^ 
as the Frenel j^ j infl in hny case to demand that he and 
his followers shall ^ay down their arms—the Minister 
* desires this to be done on politicargrounds. Instructions 
» have been ^nt to Alsace that the elections for th §'' 
Assqmbl^ at Bordeaux, which is to decide as to d^eteon- 
**n|ua^ce of the war, or peace, and evestuallj: as to the 
conditions on ^vhich the latter is to be concluded, are 
cot* to be hindered, but rather Ignored. The elections 



0 V KOJ^ “^Feb. 2,1874 


tuc^H 


^e to be (Sipduc^H by ^e»Maijre8 an?F^t bj^he Ptef^te ' 
ift'tbe^^fetriQts -^e occupy. * ^ 

'TTiursdo^’ Fehima^ 2n4if ‘^—“We we^e /^ned. at 
^nner^by'iMiS Russell‘and a'talbstout yo«Pag gentlemiwi 
jJi a cf{irk*bme ubiform^? who, I was toM, was CounJ:. 
a sorfcof'the IVflnisteii, and* formeri^ attached to the,* 
!Bay 9 ,ridn Embassy 1n< Beflin. , The Chief said to Rusrfell? 
‘hThe English new^spapers and ' also some German ont^ * 
"" have oensured- my letter to Pavre and cdnside-r it too 
sharply worded -1 himself, howevev, does noCajl^^r 
to be of ftl^t ‘Opinidn.f lie said of his own accord : ‘ You 
were right in reminding mo of my duty. I ought not to 
' leave before this is finished.’ ’The Minister prai.sed this 
, self-abneg'ition. "He the^r repeated that our Parisians 
'’were unpraotical people and that we had ’constantly to 
deiunsel and yssist them. He added that they now 
wished appe^rcntly to ask for .alterations in-4116 Conven- 
of the 28th of Janu9-ry. Outside Paris little di.sposi- 
tionw&s,shown to help in reprovisionin^ the city. The 
ditectors of the Rouen-Dieppe railway, for instance, 
upon whpm they hat? relied Iot assistance, decldrbd there 
was not enough rolling stock, as the locomotives had 
been taken to pieces a^Vi’^sent to Enghind. Gambetta’s 
attitude was still doubtful, and he seamed W conteijiplate 
a continuation of the war. dt waa neoessary that'Franck 
Sirould *Soor< ha^ve a proper Govermnent.”, “ If one is not 
speedily established I shall giVe then^, a .sovereign. 
Everything is already prepared. Am&deus ari*lved in 
Madrid with a travelling bag in his hand as King ot 
'''Spain, and he seems to get on all right. My sovereign 
will ftcttlie immediately with a retinue” Ministei^, cooks, 
chamberlains, and-an army.'^’ t * *• 

‘With regard to Napoleon’s fortune, .very diffetent 
opinions were expressedr Some said it was large, others* 



i^l^t it incQ^^erable. ■“JR.i^pa^l^Ioubto^ if h*e*lAd* 
nyiohw Jij^thou^t tlje^^n5pr%ws atJefliet (^h1 <^ not 
mnch, ^she had only <igj>03it)ed,£^,OOO^fP^^the Bask o^ 
England. TiKi^Chanoello^^then telated the w*j 

t^*^i^t«^!loud to-day he met* many people removing thoir 
furniture and bedding. Probably the^ weae itihgbitanta 
•of ^neighOourirt^ village^, who hjitP nevertheless ^bedh 
jjnabl^ to leave Parie. “ The itomen looked quite 
friencfl 3 i,’^he*siiic^ “ Imt ofi catching sight ^ the iXnifoijnrf 
the* nfen began 4o scov?! tjncl Hft*U*ckj Ijcroic at^itutfes. 
That reminds hie that in the,old ^e'Jipolitan^'^rmy they 
had a word of command, when we say, ‘ Prepare to 
charge, righ>I’ the comntand wtas ‘Faccia ferocot (Loojc 
ferocious!). A fine presence, jj pompous Htyfi 4 of speech^ 
and a theatrical Attitude arc everytliing with the French# 
So lon^ as if .scginds right and looks wel^ the substaivch 
is a matter-of ipdift'eren(y. It remmdft me of^a citizen 
of Potedam wliq once \old me Jic had been dccplv^yi^ 
pressed by a’SjIfeech of Radowitz's. I iftjked higi^^mow 
me the passage that had particularly stirred his feelings. 
He corfid not mention ona. I thei^xMjk the’speech itself 
and ]^d it through to li^m in order to discover its 
beauties, but it tOrneil out t lere was nothing in it 
*either pathdtic ^r Sublime. As a matter of fact it was 
•mereiy the Air and atfci^ud# of Radowitz, wdio looked as 
if he were speaking of something ’most pnofotfiidi^iid 
significant thrillVigl^ impressive,—the thoughtful 
mien, #the contfemplatiVc eye, and the sonorofts and 
•weighty voice. It was much the same with Waldeck, 
although ht^^was not yearly such a clever nijin nor tKM 
di8^ing\/i8hed JoAkiug. In ‘his case it was raj>re the 
beard and the staunch conviotions. The gift of 
eloquence hd^greatly spoilt Parliamentary life. A ^eat 
• de^ of time is consumed as pvefy one who’Ahinks he has 
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^in^tlilng ffi> hin^^aats tjs-sp^ak/e^n when he h^^ 
hoihmg rl^W' to s^y.. TSi%re hre far maf 
that‘simplyin^th^^air pass out thrfei^h tje 

wijidow&i, (iffjid'ttoo /ew^hat <gp stfaight^ ^ the point* 
the parties Have already settled everything bef«rehhi^, 
and. the, 86*6 speecHfes are_, merely intended for the pu*blic, 
tc sltow'what members cvin do, and more especially <f(Ur" 
th.,'* ‘newspapers that' are expected to praise thenp It^ 
vvi|l coipe to yhis in the end,, that eloquence yu*!! be 
re^rded as dangeren^^ to" the ‘public welfare, and tSiat 
people wil>-betpunished for making long speechea. AVe 
have one body,” he continued, “ that is not in the least 
^ eloquent, and has nevertheless done more fondhe German 
cause thanqrny other, that is the Federal Council. I re¬ 
member, indepd, that atifirst .some attempts were made in 
thfit direction. I cut them short, however, though as a 
matber of fact I had no right to do so, albeit 1 was 
^“msident. I addressed them mucii as follows : ‘ Gentle¬ 
men,'eitq^uence and speeches intended to'-jltfect people’s 
convictions arc of no use here, as every one brings his 
his own convictions -^Sth him-in his pocket—th>vt is to 
say, his instructions. It is merely wa.ste of time, l.think 
we had better restrict i^tij>iclves t/> sUrtements of fact.’ 
And ao we did. No one made a big"* speech after that, 
business was speedily transacted, and the Federal' 
Geu^cil hasjeally done a great deal of good.” 

Friday, Feh'i'^iary Srd. — In addition ^a violently 
warlike proclamation, Gambetta has issued a ^decree 
declaring a number of persons ineligible for the new 
^Hgpresentative Assembly. “Justice demarxls that all 
those o who have been accessory to "thg acta yof the 
Government which, began with the outrage of the 2h(i 
of Deoembeir, and ended with the capitijla^on of Sedan, 
should now bf? reduced to the same political impotehoe 
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^ tke d^asty^mose »ccc*gpHc«g TOd tt>oS they 
Th^t^^^^^necS^ry^ gon^qx^ce of* thq reJjxgnafttim^ 
^hich.^»th^ asaumed^^, cawying ou#''!5ie Em^roFj^^ 
measures, ^ifkese in^ud^«all p<?r 80 Bs who Jj*ye*oocupif^ 
t^*poaftiions of •Minister, ^ena4:or,.0)undlll®r Of St^fei, 
or Prefect from "the 2nS of J)ecerifl)er,» 1 ?5U* to the 
of SC|3terrrfbe% 1870, F'urthcjnforc* all piM'Sons* wRo, 
in tjie elections to Ijlie legi.slati^e iKxlies xluring athe* 
period, front the 2n<l cxf* December, iSs/, to tlje 4th 
^(^tCmber, 1870, Lave 1)eeji *put*forv\ 5 ii;<l in an;^ w»iy as 
Government *cnndidate.s, aa well “as the ^emla*rs of 
those families that have reigned in France since 1789, 
are ineligilJc for electioh.” . * , • 

The Chief instructs me ty telegraph to l,ondon ar^d 
Cologne wi^h tespect to this (koree, that the GtxverU; 
ment at ^orc^eaux has declared whol^ classes of,4.fiQ 
population.—Ministers, i^enators, C'oirticillors ,of ^tate, 
and all who hy,ve* formerly Ixyjn official candidate^j^^P 
ineligible htf election. The appreheflsion cxij^fPSed Ixy 


\<Hlif§BTTl^S DECREE 




Count Bisn^arck during the negotiations for the <?on- 
venti^h»oT the 28th of .January, t^it freeddm^of suffrage 
coul^ not be secured, hi^^ thus been confirmed. In 
con8e(|uence of that*appreh‘jt)^hfi the Chaneellcy' of the' 
ConTederatiyn ^xt Phat time propo.sed the convwaWon of 
tho^orps ^egisiatiS, but»Favrc» would not agree to it. 
The Chancellor has now 25roJ;ested Tn a Note agTiiiifjt ffh5 
exclusion of tliese cesses. Only an Assembly that has 
been (freely elected, a.s* provided by the Conventlonf will 
► be recognised by Germany as fepresenting France. 

Count Herbert Bismarck arrived this^ e’^njing frort 
Germqpy. , 

' ,* ^Saturday, Felfmary Uh. —The.Ghief has protested 
against Ganglia’s decree in ’ a telegram to Ganfbetta 
himself and in a nof^ to, Faf-re. The %elegram runs : 
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^ the nanle 0 ?* ^L^sedom glS^ntee^ by tjia 
^Afrillstipe^ 0<viv^tion, protest a^mst ^ 

Jsisu^ in youV^biame Tvh^ch tq^j numerous- c^agses /)f 
i^tonch ' ci'iiiynS of thd" righ^ to" be elc :.ted to the 
Assembly. • The fights r guaranteed by* that CoEvent^p 
to the fp-ee'iy -^lect^d representatives of the country *can- 
nbt be afe^uired thrbugh elections conducted Underpin* 
< ojipressive and arbitrary rule.” 'The despatch to Favre, 
aft^r giving anr epitome of GaTubetta’s decree, goes on 
to say : “ I havp the 'honour, to ask ycur Excellenc^^ if 
you considht.this to‘be in harmony with tlie strpalation 
of the Convention that the Assembly is to be freely 
(elected ? Allow me to recall to your Excellency’s 
paemory the negotiations, which preceded the arrange- 
' ,ment't)f the 28th of January. Already at that time I 
.expressed the a,pprehension that in preserice of the con¬ 
ditions then prevailing it would be di^icult to secure 
viruv entire freedom of the elections, and to prevent 
attem^fetrbeing m'ade to restrict it. In donsequcnce of 
thdt apprehension, the justice of which M., Gambetta’s 
circular of to-day se^hs to confirm, I raised the ques¬ 
tion whether it would not bo better to convoke the 
Corps , Legislatif, whiib^ would constitute a legal 
authority returned by universal sulfragq^ Tour Excel¬ 
lency declined to adopo that suggestion and expressly 
' pioiaised.' that i\o pressure should be exeijcised upon the 
electors, and that perfect freedom of votj^gcf should be 
seourech I appeal to your Excellency’s sel-se of 
^ rectitude in requesting you to say whether the exclusion-' 
'\>£ whole csitegories laid down as a matter o^ principle in 
the dfic^'Oe in question is in harmony witE the^ freedpm 
of election guaranteed in the Convention^ of the 
of January ? I believe 1 may confidently express the 
hope that the* decree id question, the application of • 
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d^ni'entj^n, wiliAe inim*^iaJ»ly»^thAhlwig 
and tba^ tke Governii^|^t*of Nktiocal noe wili^tal^j^ 
•the necessa^ 1tneasu»es t^ensufe the fre^dcjtf ot eleo^itin 
guaranteed by Article II. We .cdUld‘nat gtant \to 
persona elected iif pursi^tice the Bbrdeaui deere§ the 
* rights secured Cy th(^ Armfstic^ *to‘the rp<?mlj^*of , 
.the Assembly.”^ • * • 

Aftct ICf o’clock r wda called to the ^ief, -who s%id’: 
'f'hdy complaiit in Bertip that fftc ^r^lish papers^are 
muc|ji ‘better informed •than ours^afld that/Jfl havec6m- 
municated so little to our journals respecting the 
negotiation* for the arfuistico. How has th/lt corpa < 
about ? ” I replied : “ The fiyit is, Bxcellengy, that tbe 
English hav^ ihore money and* go everywhere fo g(f(i 
information. ^ .Besides, they stand wq^l with ccrfftin. 
august personages who kpiow everything, and ^nally the 
military authorities are not always very reservedud^^* 
regard to niafters that ought, for the*time bgi^^^to bo 
kept secret., I, of course, can oi^ make public vAiat 
it is^foper that the ffublic sljpuld kno*w.” “ Well, 
then,i’ he said, “just write* and explain how it is that 
the extraordinary* starte of aSiiA’here is to blajne, and 
not ^e.” ^ • 

’ I**hen fbok Bie tifgiortunity* of congratulating him 
on the freedonj of tlm city of of Leyizig^ whiclrtiasdioffc* 
conferred ^p<iP him*wi^tliin the last few days, and I 
added^hat it w*as good city, the best in Saxoby,*and 
•one for which I had always had a great regard. “ Yes,” 
he replied. •' Now I are a Saxop, too, and,a Hapiburgarf 
fo^ thej^ ^ave^ also present^l me "with the frftgdbm of ^ 
^y ay hnrg (^ne wdiUd hardly have expecte^ that from 
them in 186<i.” • 

As I was leaving he said : That renfinda me—it is 
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^s6 one oi*tRe wotifief^ ©ST our tim<»^—^lease^write §n 
^artfole shteving up the esSfiaordir^^ action 
_j^ho efter po^5^ bo lon^ 68 theyf^iampion ofdil:Jfihi;ty and 
(Jenouncirig . thft Govertlment '/or-^mtiueftor^ the elec* 
tipns, id ncw'dayihg^ violent, hands ofi the freedom 
suffrage. “He waftts to.^ disqn^ify aM those who differ 
ftom'^ hiih, i.e., the \vholcrofiicii.'V- wor ht df Frfince vrftii^ 
», the. exception of thirteen Republicans. It is certainly, 
vei:;y odi^ that should have to*^ defend such* a 'principle 
against,^Gainbett.arand nis a-ssopiate and ally GariBalfti.^’’ 
I said : “ I (V) *not kiiow whether it was intended "but in 

* ’ m 

your despatch to Gambetta the contrast is very striking 
.w,here j>ou protest, me n:jm de la lihertd (flections 
a^gainst les dis 2 (ositions cn I'otre nom i')'river des 

cat^ghnes novihreuses 'doi droit d'etre cliiesf' “ Yes,” he 
4 'ep,lied, “ you might also mention that Thiers, after his 
negotiations with me, described, me as ^n amialile bar- 
—un harharc airnchlc. Now they call me in Paris 
a crafty Ytirbarian^— nn ha.rharc ast'ntieuef, and perhaps 
to-inorrow I shall be un hai'hare constitutionnel.” 

The Chief had \vore tinve and interest , tor the 
newspapers this morning than during the pastb few 
days. I was called to^p'vn six times* before midday. 
On one occasion he handed me‘' a , ly’.ig Fi;ench 
pamphlet, “ La (rue'/u'C comuie la font les Pnusmyns,'’ ' 
and ebseftved : “ Please writhe to Berlin that they should 
put together something of this flcscription from our 
point df view, cjuoting all the cruelties, barb&rities, 
and breaches of the Geneva Convention committed by® 
bhi9 Frepch. Not too much however, or no one will 
read n,,and it must-be doiie speedilyf” (^Lat^rlpn the 
Minister handed*me a small journal published by ^ 
certain Armand le Chevalier at 61 Ru& Richelieu, with 
a woodcut oF'the Chancellcv of the Confederation as 
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firontispiece. T^[^hief saij : i‘ ij&K. at»tUfe. H§ri T# 
a n^a^ atte^jipt Tiy •Blinil, ^d re«ofl!P* 

mends^tfca^ I should Q^|ji^urd«]^il,^and^ilPflie 8am& 
gives my p^iiJ^iait — H^e tlwj photogcaphs/c^rsied by the 
frfciftjtiretira. You know ^that^ in^ btc f#r(ists»of tdie * 
i(.rd%rfnbs the portraits ^V»ur rangers^werg in the 

•pofekets <9f th» ftiiiictii^Jurs who^\v?;ro to shp«t tJlTe*!. 
Luckjly it c»nhot be .said that Mils is a particul^ly , 
good'lijceness of me— hjkI the biogntjJh;^ is no'bettgr.'* 
iFh%n* reading over a ^mssage ^wfd •handing me *i:he 
paper,, he said: “ Tlijs, iwrtion 5^io«lcl lu^^flfcde use* of 
in t^e press, and afterwards be . introauced in the 
pfciphlet.” • • . • ^ ^ 

Finally he gave n^e some riiore French*jiewspapera 
saying: “Look through thes«.and se^ if thCre i* 
anything in them for me or for the ^ing. 1 mu.'^t, 
manage to get away or 1^ shall be caught by oui^ faris 
friends aijain.” 

Prince Futbus and Count Lehndorff joijp^S'jas at 
dinner. Tlie Chfef related how he had called Favtc’s 
atten^ffm *to the singu la* circunMance tlitit lie, Count 
von ^ismarck, who had be^n denouncc'd as a fyrant and 
a despot, had to»f)rot 4 :>st in Kimc of liberty against ' 
* Ganfljetta’sj^iroclamation. Fa'^c agreed, with a Oui, 
^ceMn^ieii dr6le.'» 'Fhe restriction on the freedom of 
election decreed by Cambetta ha.^, howevar, iBOw?J.)e««* 
withdrawn by Ihe P5ris sccfion of’the ^^rench Govern- 
ment.^i “ lie announced that to me this morning in 
•writing, and he had *previou«ly given me a verbal 


assurance. ^ 


It was then nnentioned .tha*t several (jrerman mew’s- 
,*^e^ra were dissatisfied w^th the capitulation, as they * 
expected our^trigips to march ilito Paris'at once. “That 
cchnes,” said the Chief, “ of a ©omplete misapprehension 
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Qf' ‘the* sitiiStion c^nc^e in^ PafjT^ I cohld have 

''maaftged '^aVre, po^^^ti(^. T hav*e 

strong laarrica^ _:i, and ^ 3Qi6,000Cifhen M whcH^ ce/- 
'&cply b0(?,00(X wojild ( have,'* fought. PJood *’enough^ 
hag been phed in this^ war—enough. Germah, blood. 
Had we app^aledc to force fl^ch n^ore would have 
been*^ sprl^—in the' excited C(^dition' of the- peoph^ 

, Air.;! haerely to inflict' one additional hiftniliation upon 
them—that wogld have been toa dearly "^bought ” After ' 
reflfetin^ for a moment, he" continued : “ And whc A-ld, 
them that .ehall not still enipr Paris and occupy a 
portion of it'? Or at least inarch through, when hhey 
have coded down and come tOn reason. Tlie armistice 
will probab^ be prolonged, and then, in return for our 
readiness to make concc/'^sions, we can demand the occu- 

.. o - 

pfatiou of the city on the right bank of the river. I 
vJiinK we shall be, there in about three weelcl.’' “The 
liMth ”—lie reflected for a momenta—yes, it was on the 
24th tht:*^*^he Constitution of the North German Con- 
federation was made public. It was also on the 24 th of 
^ebruary, 1C59, tha-^^ we had to submit* tOu c-?rtain 
particularly mean treatment. 1 told them that it would 
have to be expiated. . (^^^mriare aliquis. I am only 
sorry that the Wtirtembdg Minister to the,Bundestag, 
old Reirihart, has not Jived to see it. P’rokesc^° has 
*tbouj^h, end,l am glad of that, because he was the worst. 
According to a despatch from CoiSstantiiiople, which I 
read^this morning, Prokesch is now quite idagreement 
with us, praises the energies and intelligence of Prussia's,, 
^licy, and (here the Minister smiled scornfully) has 
alVay?, dr at least fpr 4 lojig time past, recommended 
' oo-operabion with ps." , ^ 

TSie Chifef had been to Mont ValbrienTo-day, 
was never th^sre before,”uhe said, “ and wfien one sees 
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theonuijigr(iBr contfivanceS 


tke stroifg 

, defence-^tpe sllB|l3. •tem^e'^ losses irf^s^armiagfl^f' 

Oii^ (Jares not of ^ 

^ The lvIi^j^t$r aai<:l^oneo 9 f the objects jif !^ev7e’s 
to8day ■^s to request thal the masses of cquntryo peoj^e ' 
■v^o'^h'ad fled to P^is in Egptember should be^allpwed ^ 
oleaye. ^ They wete^ moMy inhabitants, of the enviPons 
and there must°be neaiyy 300,000^ of them, “1 decHx^fid 
’‘permission,” he' continued, “ explaini’ng^> to him that? 
gnm soldiers no’v^ occupied their ibousigs. If the owners 
came ^out and saw^ )id\v" their prop*ejtM^iad been 
wrecked''and ruined they would be furfdus, and no 
blame to tl^m, and they would upbraid our people and 
then there might be dfingerous l)rayvls and perhaps 
something still worse.” The^ ^Chancellor had^ alsp 
been to St. Cloud, and whilst he was looking at the" 
burnt pal5.ce'’ and recalling to mind the condition 
of the room in which he iiad dined with Napoleon, therein 
was a well-drjessed Frenchman there—prol^^iy ^ from 
Paris—w'ho was being shown round by a man in a bloiDse. 

“ I coithh catch every wor^they saift as they spoke aloud, 
and I have sharp ears. ‘ C’est fmuvre de Pismarck,’ 
said tlie man in khe b2ouse,^iitAiie other merely replied 
C’est la g?/erre.’ . If they haof only knowm that b was 
olistenjpg to tliemj ” ^ 

Count Bismarck-Bolrlen mentioned that the Lp.udy^hfi^ 


somewhere in dhis fleighbodrhood, > gavb a refractory 
Frencliman,”wh’o tried to^stab an officer with a penknife, 
seventy-five blows with Bhe flat of the sword. Seventy- 

five ! ” said t]ie Chief. “ H’m, that, after all, is somewhat 
" too much'.” "Somebody related 'a sjmilar Instance# tha’t 
^had occurred in the neighboi^rhood of ^eaux. A% Count 
lier^ert was ^asging recently, ai miller, who had abased 
Count Bismarck and said he wished he had him between 
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twd ftdllstoSfces^ W3eiiav(^fla^,by the ^^Jers aiad scwfear- 
"froiy "beattjh Jthat iee ,^^44:^0^ ablh^j^stff'ior of 

JhOHT^: '■■ ^ ['■ 

'■■ \^ The Tele^itioV adflressbe ppflfM^W th^ps-alls by th^, 

' candidates foi4.the<NationalAsseipblyw^'e then diacussbd, 
and it.waa. o]:)ser\ced that, ii^?^enerai, they werb 'sfill 
vcr^T'aggressive, oand prqmiset^o achieve wonders^tat' 
Botjdeaux/ “ Yes,” said the C'hiefAj^‘ I quite believe that. 
Fayre afeo trii^.^ if)nce or twice» tfifride "-Lhe-high horse. 
BuVit did not last I alw^s brought him dclwn, 

with a jestitg rem'af.k.” ^ v 

Some on*e^ referred to the speech made by Klaczko 
on the > 30th of January in the Delegation of the 
Reichsrath against Austria’s co-operation with Prussia, 
atd t© Giskra’s revelatjqn m the morning edition of the 
IfCf/ticnial Zeitung of the 2nd of February. Giskra said 
thaP Bismarck wished to send him from Bfiiipi’to Vienna 
"'idth propo.sals for peace. These weiv, in effect : Apart 
from th^mainteBance in Venetia of the', status quo 
before the war, the Main line to dae recognised, as 
the limit of Prussian <i »cendanQj, there was to*b?'*iio war 
indemnity^, but Frencff mediation was to be excluded. 
Giskra sent Baron hLSaii-.g to Vienna .with these 
proposals. The latter wifs, however, coolly received by 
Moritz ‘Esterhazy, and, after waiting for siiiteen,Jiours 
tSibtajsiecE on,ly an evasive answer. On proceeding to 
Nikolsburg, Heiringffound Benedehii already there, and 
was told : “ You come too late.’ As Gislcra'poii^ts out,- 
the French* mediation accordingly cost Austria a war,, 
indemnity of thirty mdlious. It was observed that 
PfussI?, could' have e,xtotte4, more from Austria .nt that 
time, ahd also a cession of territory,' for instancy, o 
Austeian Silesia, and perhaps Bohein,,ia.‘' The dhiei 
replied '. “ Possibly, as for money, what more could the 
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pporMevils give,^^pis)hemia‘Vo^l<f',h^e l>e6’ti,somethiq^ 

who jrffertained^^^jiJjou’^t^ 
Bjat W0'»l^hauld hav^cr^lj^ cyt&tblties'^^^^ourselv^i^ ill 
Jthat way, aiSf^f^uslirian* S^^sia atos uot nauCh Value^to 
"for-just therethe de'v^tion to the fhapeiriai liohse ahd 
the Austrian coifnectionSwa.s great^ than ’eltxiwl^ere 
'’laniBuoh ckses One*mustJrok fOr what ^ne refvlly 
^and tjot what’’one migM be able to’get.” ’ '' 

In this cbnnection liWrelated that on one occiasior^as 
'^ab walking ’about ilL mufti a’f ISJk^olsburg, Jie met 
two palrjjemeh who wish^ to ar^es^t a mtin/^“ I asked 
what he had done^ but of course as a civilian I got no 
answer. I Oh’cn inquired of the‘man hirjiself, who told i 
me that it was because he had, spoken disrespectfully of 
Count Bismarck? They nearly to9k me along with hinl, 
because I saiA lihat doubtless many othe^ had done^the> 
same. ” 


’ “ That rtnui.uas me Liiau i was once ooiigeci ro join 

in a cheer for rnyself. It was in 1866’, in theiii^maing, 
after the entry of the ti*oops. 1 w^ unwell just then, 
and wife did not wish*to let life .go out.,, I went, 
hpwewer—on th^ ^sly—and ias^I about to cross the 

street again neaf tht? palace»®bf«’rince Charles, there 
was a, great^<jro»wd of people collected there, who* dc- 
’siiied'*t» gi’ve me'an ^oyation. T was in plain clothes, 
and with my brpad b^‘immed„hat puiled <jlo'w’n rTver'in^K^ 
eyes, I peth^^P* looked Jike a suspicious character—I 
don’t hAow why." A® some of them seemed inclAed to 
l?e unpleasant, I thought the b«fct thing to do was to 
join in theirAiurrah.” 

.^From § P.M,>oh read drattfe arTcl despatches, irlplflding 
fl^vr^’s answej; to the Chief in the matter of ^ambetta’s 
electioneering .jxuflQoeuvre. It runs as follows :— 

“ You are right in appealing to my sense of 
yon. I ’ ■ * ■ 3%^ ^ 




^ A ■LjiX'TE.R^^OAf f^A 


^^^ectitude. ^ ‘^You^h^ r^e^er ^]^^^„-"fail .rrM5 in ijiy 
■^.^it' you." is *pe^^CMy .your ' 

.ExJ ^llency^^&n'^y cur m^/ as the aol^’xvay Qut 

^ the dif2cuZt5*' to eon^j>^e thf- former legislative bodies. 
I<y,eclihed*^to''adoj^t dhat couf^ for various reasons v?hhjh 
it i^ nfeedftssfto recall, but -v^ich you'Hvill doubfless not 
Kavgc forgotten.' In reply to*^^iPur E^celleniSy’s'> objec-'’ 
tioas, I said I was 'convinced? that my' country^ only„ 
desired f the free exercise of tV? suffrage, “and' that its 
sole resoiurce lay to fne populsy sovereignty. ThSt Kvfil 
m&ke it ^ehr to you that I csmrLot agree to the "restric- 
tions that have been impos^ upon, the franchise. I 
have not opposed the system of official caivdidatures in 
order to revive it now for the benefit aC the present 
'government.® Youi~ Excellency may therefore rest 
- as^pred that iYthe decree mentioned ip your letter to 
me has been issued by the Eelegation^ at Bordeaux, it 
will be withdrawn by: the Government of National*^ 
Defesib^ For tliis purpose I only requite to obtain 
odicial evidence of the existence of t^e decree in 
question, ^his wil^.be done^'by means of a fe^^tam to 
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be despatched to-da^. ^bere are, therefore, np dif¬ 
ferences of opinion ®^f.”. een us, and we must both 
continue to co-operate in resolutely carrying’ into* 
execution the Convention v. hich we have'sign'sd'.” • 
'Calfed to tjae Chief at 9 p.m. He wants to have an 
article written pointing out that tAe enfry of our troops 
into Pari* is at present impracticable, but ffiay be 
possible later on. Tlyd is in answer in thfe NationcPl- , 
® ^eitung tQ ap article ci dicising fhe terms g,f armistice. < 
Wijih’ regard to' an- article in the ^ologn^ Volks- 
%eitung sh^^wingdliat jffie Udtramonfanes ]iave offe^f^l^Jk 
.imbsidy to the leadehs' of the General gbssociation of 
YGennan Workers on .condition „ that they promote’the* 
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5lecti?)n -of cle||j2^^cjiidicfet*s** Mi^is^er 
‘ JL,qpk tliat-^^* fiewsp^ngjil «f»esiik oS 

i . ‘ Savi^j^Bebel 

occurs, and must l?fe^-5peaj^.” * AnS^ust as I Sifc. 
ypvng otit of th^ room Wr calfe after m^ :* “•Or the 
Liebknecht-Savi^ny parijf.’ ” •We .take %iote ^i^t, 
in^ shfill ^pealc^frctm to fime^of tlfiis ne\\»*par#y. ^ 

Sunday, Fe^ruarytj^h .—We are.jo^ed a^ dinbei; 
by Favre* d’ll^risson, aSfi thq Director df the Weston 
Kaflway, a man tvith a nwaid, comforlkble, sn^ing face, 
rppa^pfltly about thirt;f-.^ years? of age* iPavre, who 
sits next to the Ghief, Iflfes anxious,* worried ^nd de¬ 
pressed. HTs head hangs -on ope side, an<i sometimes 
for a change sinks on to Jiis breast, hi% un^erli^ 
following suif. *When he is not bating, h5 lays his tw^ 
bands on th« Ji^^ble-cloth, one on top of the other^'^n 
submission Co tlie d^crees»of fate, or he crosseg»his arms 
in the style <*f Napoleon the Fiibt, a sign that, on closer 
consideration^ he s^ill feels confident in nimself.*’**jJtir^g 
dinner the Chief speaks ‘only Fren^^ and piostly in a 
low vdlce, and I am too tir?H. to fol*w the conversation. 


Tlie Chief inst:jucts me ltO| se^ the following short 
paragraph to one of *our neftbpj^jers : The Ko4nische 
Zeitu'Q.g has made itself the organ, it is true with some 
reser-'ftffions, of those *wlib complain of •the ^alleged 
destruction of ^A’encjJi forests by pur <>flicials. T)ne 
would thinly it iiould hay« found .some other occi^ation 
than t« scrutinise. our, admin^tration of the public 
fbrests of’France. We act im accordance with the 
principles oR forestry, ‘even if «ve do no4:, d'olkiw the 
Fr^ch Isysteqji ’Moreover, * w^sFould be within our 
’i^hti* if we essploited these •respVrce.'5 *o^ th« enemy in 
3he most rutkleSs mariner, as tnat would render the 
French more disposed to co*clu(^ peace. * 

|j *N 
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He al^ Varin||v pc^ti*e(i»%he taken Ity t|je 

^ilke^<¥f-!M^iii^gen ili^Itti^jondm^o^hQ v^^po H^on- 
r :» “ I '^OT^itfeate €6 ^^j^eiyion'ed in tl>e, pre^. 

. 'Flie'backgrbmid is i^ady^to h&addn the ^ri^icely loafing, 
aisd paface'looting of tho them.'’'’ •' * 

Jifoifday, 'Felrniary Chifef desires to fiave 

an^ aT^icle "against Gambefta p^^shed in'the 
^ I -v^ite |;/he following :— p ^ , o 

Th'fe Convention of the 28VJ, of January, concluded 
between Qount 6isniarok j^d M. Jules Favfh, 

revived the\hoy)es of af 1 since^ :&:iends of peace. Since 
the events of the <lth of Sep^hber tbe military honour 
■' of Germany has received suf&^ent satisfaction, so that 
it may now yield to the df.sire to enter into,negotiationvS 
iyith a Government \thich truly represents the French 
na*bion for a p-*ace that will guarantee, .the fruits of - 
victory and secure our future. When the Governments 
represented at Versailles and Pans finally, succeeded in\ 
copaih'^vo an understanding, of which the conditions 
were prescribed by- the force." of circumstances, and 
France wna restorea^^to herthlf, they were juhfified in 
expecting that these jrrelimmaries of a new era in the 
relatiors of the tw^ countries would be generally 
respected. The decree" issued by M., G^bnbetta dis-° 
qualifying all former functionafiesand digRilaries,'^ 
senators^ afid j^official eamlidate.s from election to the 
National Assembly was perbap.4 necessary to show 
Frahce the abyss towards which it has been graxoitating 
since the dictatorship, icrificing the best blood of the 
cbuntry., refuged to convoke tho( representjatives of the^ 
nation iii the regulaf W; y. ' '^'.1 

“ The 6E^cond“aTticl|^ of the Contention of the 
of January shows clearly and plainly ishajt the freedom 
of the elections is one of the, conditions of the Conven- • 
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^ig *mto j^ugfl^an Jlrrang^metyb 
* ’* kqolf*iutoV5<^i<ie]rati<‘l^ 

TyDun^.^ it •} 

Ru«ip 


aii4 

: wou!a i)e^ 


^rliit»ary and (ipposed** 

were tyiy prospect ^at 

. 1^.1. _ _ yS - ^ . 


^afliaTjient«in' 
for the* subiection, of the 
are,coilvihc(jkd that gU holfb»r- 


tiott.itseff. I 
for Jhe 

't^e%xiating Fr^c\ ] 

jileasure*of (iiliP 

jrfst a3,*easy to .call to3 
feortl^iUx, and rcMuhe it 

• yiflje# Jial£ of Briftgce. 
able and sincirb FreiK^Tpatriots will protest againA^the^ 
acticfln" of th« DSlegatic^at BordeauxywJ^ch i.s* entirely 

all soatid^ reason. If t^re 
action »woultl l.BP<llfowe4 to , 
unite all* the anarc^eal Jjft'ties who [olerate the dicta¬ 
torship in st> far as it n^resenfs their favouri>J ideas, 
\lie most serious complications Would. inevitft.bly ensue.^ 

“ Germany does not inten*d tt\ interfere m any wdy 
.in the domestic affairs of France. She has, howev.eF, 
through thy agreement of the 28th of •January, seclared 
r^lie right to see that? a ‘public^ authority is established 
which will possess the attributes necessary t(^(i|ble it 
to negotiate peach in the name of France. IfTtermftny 
is deaiicF the right to negi^iate foi^^ace wHh the whole 
nation, if an attempt is made to substitute the repre- 

e*epresentatives of the * 
iipw'ould thereby*li6kcome 

* null iiyid Vftid.* , "S^e readily acknowledge that the 
Government of National Defence h)i»s immeTljataly rycogj# 
nised the justice of l^e comf)laints •madi by Count von 
Bismajek in hf^ despattS of the 3rd of February. 'J'l^at 
idovernmeiit has acldreSsed its^f to the French nation 
in language^marked by nobilitylind elevation of feeling, 
setting, fortfi th« difficulties di t^e situa’ti^u .’and the 

*mad0^ to relieve the Vountiy from the last * 
(mnsequences ^f ^n unfortunate\(»mpaign. At the Same 
time, it hits cancelled the decset of the .pelegation at 


miide tj 

* sentatives of a . faction for Jkk 
•nati(tn, the armistice conventio 
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;ainst' tlie rabid atta/jfe^o 
;e Chief Hsays: “They 


* —^ Wf'"' ^ 

Pi>rdhaux. *^.Lct ^here:^ore^AHt the 'actifi>n of 

*?J.o€rainb«ft^ no auhip^'t^Sn th^i^untry. and 

tjiat it^iy^WiiH -Sjoa^i hle ^o*o<hii^ig^ ihH eteetioij,H ia. pei'fect' 
'h«.rmony with the spir^^nd th^J^Qiivention oj 

* tW ^8th of J^nu?ry.” 

I aan «alled to the Mi^l^i^er again at 11 ’o’cloch, 
aifjd^inatBvjcted to-^defend Ifavr^ 

^ofc^dme JJrench newj.papers. 

actually take l^ini to task foi^ ;aving'dined with me. 

I htid much trouble h: gettingJL^n to do so. But ft i^ 
unfair to^v^p^ct that,^ after ^hjjking with me fcg.’ eight 
or ten hourS, he sl;^ould eithe^^tarve* as a staunch Re- 
^publican, or go out to, a hot'^C where the people would 
1 ‘un after hifn and ^tarC at him.” ^ 

e The Frenchmen a^e again hei’e between 2 and 4 p.m. 
“They are six or seven in number, including Favre and,^ 
’if T'^rightly hear^ the name, General Leflo.° oThe Chief’s 
c eldest son and Count Di^hofi' join us at dinner. ’■ - 

Subsequently, I despatch a dSmentu< <'yi a Berlin 
telegrain published by The Times, according to which 
we propose to deify.jud the^^iiurrender of tWfe'atyo i 
clads and the colonH^ Pondicherry, together with a 
war inaemnity ot 


This I 


describe as a gross 


^ ^ijilliardsp of- d’rancs. 
ift/ention which canfiot possibly'- 


have been credited in, Englivnd,^ /or have creatfijA anyc 
•vnxifty i thqfe. I then hint at the probable source, 
namely, the clhmsy im^ination hf an unfriendly and 
intrjgibng diplomatist. } “ That comes from fj^oftus,” 
saya the *Chief, as he^ gives 'me these instructions® 
._;‘yAn ill-mannered fell<Lv- who was always^, seeking to 
nfakeonn.scnief with„utL’ ° 

Tuesday, Fehtuobry^*Jth.—Yxon\ Bucai^t despaj^ch^, 
it sfcems as^if the rei^ of Prince ChgTrles were real^ 
coming to a speedy enA o With the retention uf Dalwigk 
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at I^rmStatft, old ccyafederac . oj*pon%iits^ #£ 

Gr'er:2ian *TU^^SH^^^^raily^^fen«ked, «n%the.Y^i3^ 
■klit^n frorp 

Bordeaux b?jjj^s th%e^3|^ed ^ u aiiib^tt^ yc^er-**# 

d^» anpt)unced yi a cimqI^j^^o the^^Pr^ects that; |ais * 
Parfsian colleagi^s liav«|*^aniiulle^i^ his dgcree widh 
rewfirci to^ the , eiectio^^he hife iiiidr^ieo' they!. l\is 
resignation. .A good Pie can hardly ha\’<^ a i^'opg ’ 

part^ beJiind hrtn or htt^'ould scarcely have resigned. , 
j, t Wednesday^ Fehr^j^j Qth .—jPhe Cnief is up ai>an 
unusujilly eaipy hour, a^i Tlrives Q^i’at ^9.4j^tc? see the 
Kin5. ptavre arrives 's-lJutry before^ 1 o’clock, accom¬ 
panied by cj^ swarm of ^[i^nchinen. There mu.sf, be ten 
^r twelve of them. He confers 'with the Minister aftter 
first lunching w;ith us’. ’ ^ e>-\ 

Ill the evening the Chief and hi.s son dined with the 
Ctown PripceJ but first remained foi^ ti while witl? us. 
^le again obsefved-'with satisfaction that Favre had noC ».j 
taken pffen<iLal his “spiteful *letter,,^ but, o^tjbe con¬ 
trary, iiad thanked hiin for it. The Chief ha^epejited 
to hiii’F^.'erblilly that it Vi^s his cP^y to share the dish 
which he had helped to cool^^(^^'o-day they had dis¬ 
cussed the way^ef r^-ising^ tlitf ^aris war contribution 
tlie ^rencho-wantedoto pay tlie yjfeater part of ifin^ bank 
uot(^and .we fnighl^lose hi that way. “ I do npt know- 
the value of what they offer,” he said ; “ but ii:\ any ca^ 
it is to their advantvfcge. Thet must, however, pay the 
whoWmSunCiigreed.iIpon. ll.will not remit^a smgle 

, franc. ’ » * * m * 

Thursclay, February 9;/i^Speaking again of the^, 
Paris wontrlbutipn, the Chancllor observeeb at (^inirn’r 
;% 8 t 085 h*tali^'me Jie can dispo^ of^fifty million francs* 
\ii tbank nofea^to pay for pjeVdsidns, »&c.? in France. 
We must'have proper* security:,Jooweverofor the remain- 
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iijg kuadred liiillion^.” aliutlii^ tJT 

^e^j^poli A atoryo,,^x^^^our „w£ia!|Ei^Pondicherry, He 
ooiitin]CE.rS^^^do^t^mfc4^an}^t)Wtoi«!i'*aryl\'’ ‘'’feefc- 
r:'dnl^ usd ia^tcTprovttRjf^'^iecu^y '|^oat is^lb'fihgland 
'a^^|)resent gdts ^out ats^rTiroonies, and Spain ,toy. 
Aiid as for^u/Oer^dns/col^^s would be exactly dike 
tl^e csilidj^ and* sables^ of the no^Ie^iian^who hsd ^ 

no^sMrt l;o wear undty.^ them.” 



PTER XTX 


gambet'sa’s RaiaN^'^ioN* the cowulusiuih 

OF THE PI^^INARip OOF PgA^ 

Friday, February —Fresh complaints »respect-^ 

jug the intrigues of Dalwiglv, and esppciallj^the measures 
for depriving fhe niltional 5oni^itucncies in Ho^e ’^f 
•their representatives and securing the victory of the’ 
‘Ultramont^nfe*’ and Democratic coaliV'on. The €'hie!’ 
'desires me to’* see* that'’an “jmmediate and* energetic, 
campaign ^ the press ” is organisec^ against^ese and 
other mischievofis proceedings inspired T)y least’s 
friei\(i* *H*e also wishesj^the MJtiteur t» reprint the 
long list of French officers \vh®|^e broken their parole 
and escaped fropl Gt^rman^. X. ^ 

AVe we*e joined at dinue^)y the Duke of*E^tibor 
and^^ He** voji ls^tzc,^the Tyrsband of the* Chief’s 
niece. Strousberg, a \)usiuess friend of th!c; Dyke’^, 
mentioned, anti theC-hief obsi rvecU tha# nearly all, or at 
least jKcr^ macy of tile me abers of the Provisional 
(Government were’Jews : Sim», Cremieux, Magiiinfalso 
Picard, wj^ose Semitic origiiM he would hardly hj^^ 
suspected, Jnd ‘i very prob^blw Gjmbettsf atbo,* fEt)m his 
^ffiatures.” ^>^or the same reas^, I si^^pect eveft Favre,”’ 
\e added. * ^ ^| * * • 

Satufday, FebrucH'y the morning I read 
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the ^a^wSpatJ^s* 
5^gKBh P^lijimeEftf ^ 


eticularfy cer 

C£en<i o# 


lix)k8 




^'i^jfitioup l^ard'pg 
“not at a^l djsi^cliA'^d to int ^i J 
certain piro’imstanoss, an Ai^W 
app^r qvite poss^bl^i It i;?. a qu' 


L> ° , f O i'\ , f- 

cert^f''debates in^ the 

l^s^e^haqtjet, had a' 
^ aife as r^tlilsy were, 
^r^e more—-in?leedj ih 
-Pencil alliance‘Wdufd* 
l^^n,^lfDwevei?) whetbjgi; 


thoy fnighrt'not fall between two ^Sols. A 7mry different 
result mi'^htwed ensue. From one ilhars and teads 

in tne newspapers,,the^feeling iujKaia country is almdfeb 
as hostile t■^^th^ Piigbsh as to JKi^selves, and in certain 
circles moreN^o. may wellj^appen that if Pngfand 
adopts a'threatening attitude tfll^ards us, wp may sur¬ 
prise our-cohains in ^London with the very reverse of a 
Prant-o-English allian(^ against (Germany^ We may 


ippen that if England 
^ards us, wp may sur- 


e'vTen be obliged to seriously consider tha forcible restora¬ 
tion‘^of NapoleoSr which we have not hitlierjo contem- 
■ plated. According to a^ telegranf cff tlie^2nd inst., 
Bernstps^L is to pee that these ideas ar» •• cautiously 
ventilatedtn the pre^. 

Count Hcnckel Blei^roder dined witlrffs. It 

seems that in the'^Hl^otiations with the French 
'financiers, Scheidtmauifc^e^ribed tfiem^to their faces in 
language more vigorous^ lan fiattering, tallcAg of them 
as pigs, dogs, rabble, &c, dn ignorance tlfe fac;£. ^hat 
fjome, of rth«?m understood German. The Chief then 
spoke of the iifisolence af 'the Pffxisia^ press, which 
behaved as if the city were not in our power “ if^ that 
goes^on we must tell the]^ that ■We will no longer stand 
«, yt. It must cease, or wef hall answer their jprticles by a 
feW shellac from'the fojits.y, Henckel hawing alluded to 
The unsatisfactory 'tte^ (ji public opinion i^wAJsace, ^tfel^ 
Chief! said that,*properly|fpeaking, no elqptions ought to 
have been allowed there^ ^ all, and he had nofr intended 
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;o allow them, 
werg 

bhen. reffrr<«lk*o, at 
c^ifv^erafftion turned ’; 
said tKat financiers 
pf.the masses? afid u 


^d\ 

ran* 


ead^eijt 


there; 


sadi«'^str{ictf^|j 
dse’v^B.'^l^ 


9 

as 


uHiania^ Radicals, th© 
ni^n ^tbicksi Bletclirdder 
^^ s speculated on^tli?; i^iorance 
their* Slipcr’’ciii{)idity.. °"rtys ^?as 
confirmed byoHenckeBwho said : I hael a qtlantitji* of^ 
RulAapih.n «ec!firities,after I had^miide ab/^ut S^peV 
eetit.*l got rid ©f theiwkas J kne^’-*t>^ey could not ;^eld 
15 par cent* and th^jfcoqe cQukl lia-ye theun.” 

The Chfef then related |»fit thCoFreiach wefe committing 
all sorts of»fraud in tlgrreyictualling of Paris.®' It wa% 
knot out of pride that they refused our contfljautions, bpt 
merely because* they'could make^po profit out of‘Theui. 
Even members, of the Government were involved,yind 
*!Masnin WAS^understood to have recently made 705,000 
francs on ^^e ^pufchtise of sh%ep. “ W^e must let them 
see tliat wiflsnow that,” said the Clii«f, glau^j#^ sAt me : 

“ it will be useful in the peace initiations ’ 
dona Without delay. 

i^ter dinner I wrote 'J 

tions of the Chief. «The nrjJ* 
ou^t no linger td tolerate th, 
jouaujilists^ IIpweTef g«ner 
be, it was past endurance th 

venture to deride fflid insuft —- — 

stooc^^eiore tSe wall^ of the capital which he laad,abso- 

'er, such mendacity* and 
;acle to the conclusior; ^f> 
oa both sides -antfl defay- 
^i*it.,C']^hi3 could not be 
invention was concluded, 
knd in dfscussing an^prolong|'^on of th^truce, effective 


this''was 


v'iA j.nstruc ^ 

:3 to the effect that wd 
^ . . 

nsolence of the Parisian 
13 and patient \^e might 
the" Frencho pr<«8S ^sihould 
his face the victor who 


lutely im his power. * More 
violence "^igould provj an o 
peace? 1^ producing bittewie 
•itig t£e <»^ent of a caliper 
foreseen when*the armistice 



s«6 o [fKV i8^ 

^ At -_£_ n_^<n Q _ '-^ ^ -5_ 

grffeftjis'wotilfii Jbe fjC^jmd foi>^x®<^entii:i{^ fiirthei 

tK(9 b^st ^way 

wowlJ«C^ Tflftu^;i»f±eatioiQJ^3'^ ns^ffbv 1 to trdSr>a: 


^OK^ocatipn. f)i^ tn <9 

^ >ho^d<'J;lLjl8 reliev^^ Goy-^toimlnt ,of 

''source of graye anxiety,^aOQf® ^t t*He evil conse^ueiac^a 
of inflammatory aoticles ill jAesSp which they' axe 

petrh^ps not in a po^tion*^to repl^^l y* ^ o ** 

^•,Sund&,y, FehTuary \‘2th. —ItA announced in a tele¬ 
gram fro^n Cas^l that Napoleopy^s issuSd a proclama¬ 
tion to the Freno^'.'* ^The’Mir^lter handed it tc rhey 


saying :' ‘^'IPlease haye this pu|o? 3 hed in onr local naper. 
It is in order tto lea^l thepi ast^,, so that they may not 
know wiiere they stand. But God’s sake don’t date 
it from Wilhclmshdhe, dr they will think , ^hat we ar^ 
iiy co'himumcation wit^-^ hiin. ‘ LS hur<}au Wolff tdld- 
gnhofphie.’”, The Chief seems to be unwell. He does 
not dome to dinner. ' 


.Wednesday, Februaryj \btli. —*'1 'iigam draw atten-' 
tion ip tAhe Monitetir to the disgraceful tone of the 
Parisian pfdSs. I intpnate that this agitation is -delay¬ 
ing the conclusion o^e'y ^^ . i^l that the rnost' feer^ain 
way of puvting an enci^Ati^ would be the occupation of 
‘•Paris. .>*1 y *’ 


W^ctfie^day, Feh'ni^'-^ 22nd .—Daring tit® last week 
I have written a number V»f articles and jiaragraphs, and 
d^spatcheT about a dozen |ielegrams. 

The Assembly at Bordl adx shov.^ a pi^per apprecia¬ 
tion of t-he position. It lihs declined td'^suppbiA Gam- 
betta, and fias elected Th 'irs as dhieP of the Fxecutive 
..and spokesman on behal/^of France in the pygotiations 
foP pe«.cdc Whfch began ^J^ere yesterday. '^At dinner 
yesterday, at wjiiph we Awere joined, by 
Chie£ remarked® with reference to thea^ negotiations,* 
If they were o to give*ips another milliard V^e might 



SMA^Ci 


pfirhjups. leave 
ox 

iposi^on 

lio«8e. It •is 
entirely French.* Bi 
•gf'wing up M(?tz* 

, Generals von Ka 

us to-(iay. "“TSe __ 

*^ith •Thiers to*day : 
(what* the demand Wj 
although he is Qtherw 

M 


rltdod. 


man'? 


k himself, and said, 


^TTH TfiJER» « 5 

® •* . • • • ,* *1 

^ 

a tfo/^esl • a, 

Ike* 

tablS 

- 

^ith *£6 l^rt^ ^hich» is* 
solor^* will n»t hear of 
rhapi thej^ aj^ right-* • • 

and voft. Treskow 5<ne(^*'5%th^ 
oke about Ms /econd* meeting 
L jmy rSdk^^ that demaffd " 
scjipecl, naek “Jie j^rtfped ^up, , 
quit^ cap^le <A controlling 


g’est -une indignite ! W' T did 
ot allow lihat to put me out,'however, tJht began *to 
speak to him i» GeruAn. lie H|f.ened f(jr a whild^ 
||^/idently 4id net know what to mak^ of it.. He thSn 
^^id in a querulous voice, ‘ Mais, Mcmsieur le Cdmte, 
vous savei^Jsi^n qu^ je ne 6i^ds point TalMmand.’ L 
replied, spff^king in French again, i When spoke 

just now of indignite > I found ^^t I didnot kfiow 
enorTgS'TP'rench, and so ^re^jjai^y to us^ German,- in 
whi(^ I understand what I 

diately caught my r«eaning_ 

cession th^ d^nand which h 
as ftn»-indi^nit(h” 



nd hear.’ He imme- 

* 

vrote down as a con-* 
ad previously ^egented 


The Chief continued : “ leJtercfay ne spoKe#! lijirop^ 
which would inter^ne if * wf did no^ moderate our 
dema40^ Bdt I replied, mf* you speak ta rne of 
Europe f shall speak *to you k Napoleon.’ He would 
not belieV^ that thej had anything to fear from hinv^ 
I pro^e^ the Contrary to hiS, Jioweve’r.* He •shotild 
p-eraembei*f^e plebiscite ^nd \he .peasantry,^ together 
with the ofl^cesrs and soldiersAjIt was*only under the 
fimperor'Ihat the Gu^ards couiaiagain haye the position 
^hich they’formerly’occupied/l^d with, a little clever- 
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^ o « • V- cr 

it’CO'KJS ^ot v^'^:ffici;^ll^ to ’?yin®ov^ 


arontie^ a^ Fcani>^(^sscSIicfe morej* I£ 
thay wogld^co'iced‘5 good Aj^frt doc / of peace w'c mig§^ 
even put xtp with oine of ^he T^l«^ns, though we* Icnew 
thftt'^'that wou^d pje^ another i : witnin two or^thieoi 
ye«-rs'. If not, we sh'ould have mo interfere, which ,we 
bad avoided domg up to the jd^sent, and they .would 
hav^ to take Nap^lSCn big:k f >ain. That, aftef 
must hstv^-prod-UQ^d a certaiiicjb§ect upon him, as, to¬ 
day, just as fife wastgoing to t»l 4 about ^Europe again, he 
suddenljr broke off and said, me.’ For the rest, 

I Tike him vfery^lK^y. He is at least highly intelligent,^ 
h^s gt>od manners, an<?‘ is an excellent stery»teller. Be¬ 
sides, I of^en ;^ity him, for he is in an extrejnely awk^ 
ward position. Btit all that can’t help hirr^ imthe leasti^ 
c With regard to the w;ar indemnity, t^e ,^hief said : 
“ Thiem. ysisted that fifteen hundred million' francs was 
the maximum, as it j|*as incredible how much the war 
had feost them. AtJi^^|^^<»'«^d^J;ion to that eveiything 
supplied them was bu^dad quality. If a soldier pnly 
elipped and fell down; Mg. trousers went to pieces, the 


cloth ^aA so wretched. 7-t was the same yitj^ the shoes 
which had pasteboard andg also ;’yith'"'thc^ v^es, 

P§rticular]y tjffose from A^.ierica.” I replied : “ But just 
imagine, you are^uddenlyfipounced upon^by a man who 
wants to^thrash you, and kfter defending yours^ji and 
getting«the better of him^^ou demand* comperftation— 
c what would you say if h^ asked you to be^ in mind 
how miicb'ch^ hkd haddo!tf)aytfor the stick »wit]^ JWhich 
he had intended tP be^t yog, and how \^rttile88 *he« 
stick had prdVed®to be ? ;, However thereds very wide 
^ naargin between fifteef , hundred’^ and six \hou8an<i 
millions.” 


o 




The convex 
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ti}iea«io8^no*lofia|t 

Chje^» sa^ :•“ Formerly 
^v^^going wrcftig—-^vAi ijl private 
Ht thai* 1?Iiej*wor8t j£ftn*e,^*lhe 
Ry last thcfusand thalefs and*%u 34 
there and set Vxp as ^ farjnef. 


\ 


renien^«|Mpftlfe—t^c 
*'mafs\e«^p;irnin^^^ a’ 
,,houges if 1 t^fl^e di»ll| 
‘"haeki^ocfids of tiie^ka 
“whlfeif 6o many tking^ 
.^^^filairii —\ often* fhoB 
worst I would take ■ 
one* ol" tho«>e ^Tarins ol 
j^Cit things turned out’ 


i^ter oi>, ciiplom^ttli' rej^jort^ ’»^'e|e agai^ discugsed,* 
ancT the Chief, who seeras in ^general .ter have a poor 
opinion of^hem said r^Fyrthe most TOrt, thej'are jus^i 
‘^aper smeared with ink. The worst«/ilfft iS*J,hfft they are 
so lengthy. . In BoA:«torfi:’’s*cas|[|^for instance, w^n’^e 

S ends a ream •of paper filled with^ sl^ale .newspap^ 
^tracts—one gets accustomed te» it! But when 
.jOme one else wfitdte at intei'minable length, and as a 


rule thera**43 nothing in it, one becomes ^[||Fp^rated. 
As for using t^m some day a^Amaterial for his^jfy, 
notki^g^bf any value willfce i||^^^in thefh. T^elieve 
the archives are open po the^^Wc at the encT of thirty 
years—but it might* be (loij^jAch sooner. Even the" 
‘ de^atchesi^ which tlo contain®riforraation are scarcely 
•fint^li^blUrto lJiose*\ijho«do Jot know the jiebple and 
their relations to each other. Iln thirty ye«.rS*tim^ wh?) 
will know wh^t soi% of a huA th^ writer himself was, 
how ^(^*look^ at thmgs, aid* how his individuality 
^ affected 4he manner in* which ^ presented them ? *And 
^ who has upally an intimate Biowledge of the peopln 
mentioned ^n his reports ? llOme must knov^ whal^ 
'^.Cfcgrts<^aki^ or Grladstong, or »ran,ville ha^ in his own 
mind when raaking the statj^ents reported id the 
despatch.^ ft is easief to find i^t something from the 
newspaperVof which'indeed g| fcrameirt*. jlso^ make use. 



I 
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clear]'' 


points^_^w(?ver, 

^ ac^ytJ' -coiifidentiaV 

''copnmuliicati'^.is, -^ilso -^efb/ ^nej^^aDd tliei>e *re "n^t 
includec^ icr the arehives. * . 

r The Emperor of Rus.^a, forJj^/'Uar^ce, i.? on J:he whol^ 
^vehj; friendly to us—from traditf, n, for family reasons, 
^nc^ so <‘,^n—an^ iilso the Grannyt>nchesse H^ldtip, 'who 
inffflences him anf. v\atcho^, hi'^i on our behalf. - T[he> 
Empress, ml th^j o^er l^and^is ]^oJi our friend. But that 
is only to be^.^certainec’^ thropgh confidential channels 


and not offici^^.” ’ ^ » 

Thmsd(jLlf, F^'%iary 23rd.—We retaiUj^ Metz, bi^ 
i>at Relfort. Jt has f ^en'* practically decided that a 
pojd'ion of our ^niy shall enter Paris.c ^ ^- 

‘And I -write the following intimdlioji for t^. 
•Monitetcr ?— ,» 

“ <TIh. Ja jTogance witfi which the Parisisin press in- 
siilfB and aOTses'th«^^lctorious German army that stands 
outsidd the gates of frequently .stig¬ 

matised by us as it d»^\. Jl. Wg^have likewise pointed 
out that the occupatioi|^oP ^aris by^our troops would be 
the most etfectual mean^of putting an end to this sofit 
of insolence. At the Resent, mpmenk, thc:ra,..bfi,i, .and' 
icalun^piec: and provocauU^is know no bounds. For in¬ 
stance, the Figaro of the^lst of Ftbrimiy, in a feuille- 
ton entitled ‘ Les Pru^iens en France,’ ana j^rigned 
Alfred “ d’A*unay, cha*^^ German officers cind the 
Germans, in general wit^^^ the most disgraceful conduct 
such sU fheit and pUlai c. We learn ' thaf' the^ pro 
ceedings, which we^ forbear to ^charactqj’ise, nvr?e entirely, 
frustrated tfee efforts'm^de ty the Parisian negotiators 
to prevent th^^German^ irjny entfering into P^ris. Wts 
are positively^ .aoBured^;^g]at the entry oF ehe German 
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forceg intro tneyi^g^h^capitjfl tewll 
,tely afle^|h^^t^^t\)n, ot 
, • 'll 2 4 t/i.-3 


.M. 


[)n 


, from 1 ta^D'^t^ 

cMnte d 

ftf rtidir visH was to 
^tfee German Prefect a 
Iiarsh, <^r at least not 
^Chf^ came to dinner i 
t^e war. Is this a s 
He "again complained 
Kin^, tlfc Grand Duk(^, 
pestered hun wi^^li 



[tliey^^^ ♦ 

i**^nounci^^ Th,e ob^^t 
n*of thcf 2ppi:c?si^e action* of 
jauvai*, wh^o is ap^ren^tj ra>ther 
conciliittory'or indn^genP> ^^he 
)^aiu clothes for tl^ first Jirne S.ur;"’ 
thajj. peag« ims been ccAiclud^l ? 
" "T when Jii went J» asee the 

e curiosity, 
ard the 
^^UiatjRloucky^ 


with 


^leir 
\ AV 




AVfth 


:piestious. 

‘■^putation from Beau4fiis,*Hatz|^ld 

^d Gobin^au we^o^i^th sensihjA and Cona^rvli- 

tives, and that our Prefect, S^warzkbppen, buUiad' 
m and ^h(?*ot1ier notables of the tovv^ a^d n^ighh«\ir* 
d in an uifpardorkabk; way. Amongst otlv^r’ things, 
two da^s b^:^r6 the expiration of the term »n which a 
contribution of two millions waas to fei paid, ijH^^tbugh^ 


him ^ fjiiilicfti an^ a hal^ s ail 
follow shortly, whereuj;^ 
was there for th» pin-^se*©^ j: 
i»t^ do so, a»d he thrtiatened Tb ' 
‘J ko^ce ” J:hem, whijp 
: mScessary. Tlie Chief was 
^Schwarzkoppe* a ’^^ilockhitatl 
ay,'^"ebri(u>'y 25t 
Ba 

true, is^ described by Buc 


the bfilanc^^ii^pd 
m brutal^ that he 
ing them and meant^ 
e them locked, up in 
was not in t]^e least 
sry angry-* ajid called 


■ 

, xgain‘ 

I .® 

fi&ion^ry) Avrit^ that Count! 
j^feiditibli -_Qy King Lewis "wi 
“"Si'ince Ada]f»ert, who cfbtnbiji 
haughtiness Svith JestWtry, 

He asserts ^th^t he signed the 
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— Unpleasant news has 
AVertlier {'vlfo, it 
r as unreliable and a 
Holnsteia ,i-egar^3 the 
very great ^anxiety. 
the Wittel^ach 
^citing him against us. 
reaties under pressure. 



rsl 




' os^c/sj^p 


^e ^^fa ka laT^gex '^i fntitin 



dili^i^ and evep"^^^!^ every ^nd^ 
_ 'th^^troHS^st wine\ 

■m(^’"exvraordi]^aj:5&,i‘(cding^j f;o ^rei^ 
<Snq^itfidut ^lltincft^J yf p4r^^^V abdi- 

• ajpid tjhe crown tdJ<flE?y^^»rotlier Qtto, ^wb«p* 

ho'weve^r, )^3‘^no v^5h for ^e ia^always inq«i?in^ 

abowfc /deadly poisons, n&c. j^ •: Ulira^non^anes ^?e 
awaxr? of ,dil this, and-their canc* ,ato dorothe Reichstag, 
"Prince Luitpof^, ia also their ^^^^tdidate dor the' th^One, 
and! they mean to get him ch<j jen in spite of Pri»cc 
Otto's o’aims. ^ 

Wednes<^jay, ijarcntlst. —In the morning I' crdssed 
the irhlge or, boats at .duresnes to the Bois Boulogne 

‘where,\onv t 

s^w-^he Emperor^r&\ 
into Paris. ‘ 

• "'^TVe were Je)i:^ed at dinner by Mittnu'chf, and ^ 
Wurtemberg Minister, von ^Vachtsr.o whtj was formei^' 
attached to the Embassy in Paris, and d^hjl^ there did 
bisc utin5i/”^|S^yjyiivPrussia. The Chief said he had 
riclpen ip to^^^ 
but ther^^was no de 


ned st£ 


'Ort^ttic racecourse. 


the troQj^ before tliey marchea 



us 


'.ognised' by the pcP>ulace 
if; against him. He rod( 


, up to one man who u^ojced palticularly vicious, anc 
asked him for a light, TJ^ien he willyigly gave. • 
Tbe . Chancellor afterV^rds took^occa^ionr- once 
to speak his mind opt the obtrusiveness of ce 
princely personnges. ^ “‘(they are J'ko fifes,” he 
“there is no getting rldjpf them,> BiTp,..Weire' *“is 
woi'sf of thef lot. He sai<^ to me to-day, ‘ Pldase 
where did you disappe^ to so quickly yesjf’:,^'^^ 
shbuld^havevbeen glad ttpput som'Se further tbe ^ ^ 
■you.’ 1 . replied, ‘ That was exactly it, conduct T 
BQgl^ess. -I hed busips ss to do, and coiSd 
into a lengthy conversal^on.’ Heofancies the 
'world has b‘^p create t, merely for his oSi 




^ isemefit 

r- rttle -vvTk 
ratljei 
r ^li^tuacht^ 


fely 

^ilks 
repeats 
Id anotli' 




£‘o\^eiftenf 
•3Bity**w 






Som 


e^oiie wi 




pleaset^ indeed, T hr 
“‘Le&^me^eej^’w-feat was' 

^ 0 l^Kursday, JIarch 

7.30 A.M.j^aiid wisingbe 
r J^o^lnialin declined 'to^wake*liinj 
’ ^P^ri.sian Exeelli-uj- 


1 % insaUaDjf, ap^ 
ik o:^ ^vliat-^ie 

^ tlia'F Tie ^as*~^'^’r^t *by'*rp'te.* 
!^eflf’j?»al5out*J;his person- 

introdwced ,J:o hiiA : -w^ry 

earcf so*jnucfi to 'V^aur Credit. 
IhcarT?’”’ 




y . • 

nd.»I^Fa’^'43 ^’rived tliftniorNng 

t<>^l»o Chief. 
,t which* the 
vcrj^ ip^gnant. Livre;srm.'ited 
t'V *of k^r44^|h^Mp<K(^«iia<^i^'eceiTect 
the in^i^ *a^Wi.t tke*^j^r^ial i?ssemljy .’at 
Bard(jaux^,jj|.iad ratified tlie prelirmnaries*of peace, asid 
euponiLb^slv; that Paris and the fo^tsi^n tlTe left*1?ank: 
tluj Seine *’sho«il<i l^e evacuated. This r^iquest was 
submitted*^^ tC letter wTiich he left behind him. 


Sutid-ay, d[mi 


5th.~\Y 


••t^jk Fiao-nV and "ti 


ner. 


goii^g 

jaresent at din 
^'.our landlady, Muda^i 
either to-dey or 5 ’e»tcrday a' 
^linis^tiy as toct 
t nece‘'j,ve done f^ her property 


.w 




?row,*fiy^ 
^riie^X^hk^r is 
first ti>»y:ied uj^on 
put in an appearanco 
iade a variety) of com- 
himage we are supjiosed 
Hp repliet^ t]iat,was tl^^e 


'iSch in war,<fepart^iularly» wWen people desei’tecf their 
"BesidjPS she h;?d reas|n^ to be thankful th'at she 

ittle table oh whiclj the 

to be taken with us to 

> 

emain behind l^w (idys 


, rgaiu. otw oif so easil}\ The 

dgned 


I ,s true, '*^^eace was 
ijj^ion^ry) 'Tagiioni, ^ho ia to 
^t»nditihll,j^j^g, is instruct^ tb have it replac^ by ah 
prince A*, inar piece of ^^rnitiie. ^ In^speSking ^f the 
haughtine# for our Separture »e Chief,says r “ Ktihnel 
He assert, '^ijight not* to tfavel^K^ nighti, ^aS^ Lorraine will 
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^^ed^Tlien I 3juke i'®^' • 

^'^^'^Tfeftiy iI^^^ocen^^■.^d w&. ' ,1/i€ _ 

"^' ^Mor^mfx ^arch oth .—A lal^tilj^ormn'^. •■ 'I'iiruf-ii<v'= 
ana fin^pli^ wapbl^, the sfgda^ our (kiMalere* At 
1 oV-0(jK^^the fcarria^es gi^t und^wa}> j.nd ^^irll liC^’A ^ » 

»■ heg;>’tcf we (trive oft toy^ards thecae tftat we eutei'ed ‘ivc ' 

■v'iftonths ago, an| passed Villa C^^hiy, d '.Ueneuve (^ liui. 

' Ger-ges, Vdharentors and Fasj nerie to I.agity, whu'p 
j( we take ap our Ate-^^or^fh? Sight. ^ , 

VVe leav(Yhere^;qext^^y"bj a-Special train fdr Afet ,, ’ 

; 'wheiv, we arri^late a^pight. ^We^tut ijp.al^ au hoti-;, ^ 
while tie Gh^^r*''®^^ •''■witli Q „ c , . ^ekj^at thu 
Preft Aure. ' Next''^*^^^/ng wtj^||^ ;,^thi^' 
visit the cathedral, survey^fe lieigltn ° 

" the kastiorfh of*tI[e fortres.?. Shortly ben o 
■we are again in the train, and travel by S;' q.iiTcTceuvA' 
Kreuznfj."h to,J^ayence, and thence to Fr.. kPut, 

Jr^rypathusiastic refcept'.a ev(’ryv i''r,l 

P,n .t 1) iii:!'('.i .'iiid V 

abasst^n 

^ -^tla 


alon 


M aB -WOS-,, 

dshe Gni', 

> j«*fr 


fe 


Mayence. Frankfur 


at '&a,.rl).ue.-tM .'md 
. 1 
exceptioL. We e.iii.i^ 

.'■".here at abate hour,'aj^start again in t'.e night, ' At 

7.30 on the followingWpiaiing we reac'i Berlin 

exactly seven months’ a^ence. Alj thii ^s 


i 


everything ha.s been doil'e during those 
which'ftt was possible to d^. • 


aftn;^ 
'om.d^rec^' 


•;even n 


uthi^ 
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